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Prez Sez: 

Remembering Our Veterans 
 This edition will be short and sweet, as there is not much new.  However, we definitely need to take 

time to remember the service and sacrifices of all of our veterans.  These individuals joined the 

military for many different reasons, including getting a “greetings from the president” draft notice.   

 Many of our veterans have been in combat in deserts, jungles, and bitter cold.  They not only had to 

fight the enemy, but mother nature as well.  Others have been posted to remote, lonely bases to monitor 

and track what potential adversaries may be doing to bring harm to our country.   

Of course, a burden on Navy spouses is the repeated long deployments by our sailors when 

their ships are underway.  It would not hurt to remember the importance of the commitment of family 

members that helped those serving do their job.  Their support is critical not only while their loved one 

is serving, but also after the Sailor, Marine, Coastie, Soldier, or Airman is discharged.  Service-related 

stress can carryover into civilian life, so the families and friends have a role that extends past the active 

duty phase.   

This is where the Navy League plays its part.  With our Adoptions and other activities, we help 

reduce the stress experienced by our veterans.  This in turn helps make for a better life for their 

entire family.  So, I also remember and thank all of our members for their support of our Council.  

While 2020 took the wind out of our sails, we can look forward to making headway once again in 

2021.  Maybe not as soon or as fast as we would like, but there will be some progress.    

Ivan Urnovitz 
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Council Elections
 We still have some Board positions without candidates.  This is the last call, so once again, I 

urge everyone to consider serving on the board.   

The following positions are open this year and here is where we stand on candidates:  

President – Ivan Urnovitz will run again if there are no other nominees.  Note: The 

bylaws call for the president to serve only two consecutive terms, unless there is no 

replacement.  If re-elected, this will be Ivan’s fourth term of office. 

Senior VP – Bernie Korth is willing to serve another term. 

Treasurer – Dwayne Harney is willing to serve another term. 

Membership VP – Vacant; no nominations yet. 

Regular Board Member – Vacant; no nominations yet. 

Self-nominations are encouraged, but one member can 

nominate another too.  Provide your recommendation for a 

nominee to our secretary Hazel Hoeft, who chairs the 

Nomination Committee.  Her e-mail address is 

pdu5@comcast.net or by phone at (425) 275-1474.  She will 

contact the person nominated and ask them to serve.  

 As mentioned last month, the time commitment is not 

burdensome for these positions.  The board has quarterly 

meetings that last about 90 minutes and are held at the Cathay 

Inn.  We will conduct business by e-mail and phone calls until 

the COVID-19 situation has passed.  

Please consider donating a few hours each month to our 

efforts by serving on the board.  This is an opportunity for 

you to help our council grow stronger.  With a full board we can expand our current efforts 

and find fresh ways to reach out to the community and build membership. 

 This year we will have to vote by mail just like the general election.  The ballot will go 

out as part of the December INW Scuttlebutt.  Members will have 30 days to return their ballot 

and the results will be announced soon after that.  We anticipate that the swearing-in ceremony 

will be done via Zoom as part of the Annual Meeting.   

 

Community Affiliate Member 

Wm. Winkler Company 
5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with the Lilac 

Festival/Armed Forces Parade and Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community!   

mailto:pdu5@comcast.net
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Happy 245th Birthday USMC! 
 

10 November marked the birthday of the Marine Corps.  Those that are serving or have 

served in the Corps hold a special place in the heart of all Americans.  Few institutions carry the 

mystique or have the respect bestowed upon the Marine Corps.  The U.S Navy as a whole is 

proud of its cherished traditions, but the Marines are second to none in that department.   

 From Belleau Wood to Iwo Jima to today, Marines have fought bravely in some of the 

toughest battles faced by American troops.  The respect they have has been earned the hard way, 

and is much deserved.  And many continue to serve even after they are discharged from active 

duty.   

 Our local Marine Corps League 

(MCL), the Melvin M. Smith 

Detachment #586, is a prime example.  

These Marines, led by Commandant Kari 

Sobisky, contributes much to our 

community.   

Their best-known effort is supporting 

Toys for Tots, spearheaded by the Marine 

Corps Reserve.  Many MCL members 

contribute many hours to this worthy 

cause, which will run from 2-21 December this year.  Lesser known, but just as important, is 

their involvement with the local Veterans Court.  This program helps get mentoring to those 

who served and want to get their life back on track after run-ins with the law.  Other members 

contribute a great deal of time volunteering at the VA hospital.  They also have an Honor 

Guard that helps make sure that veterans receive the ceremonies they earned by their service 

when they are put to rest.  Worth mentioning is their support of the Spokane County Young 

Marines, a youth organization.  This is just a partial list.  Bravo Zulu to them!  
 

Navy League NW News 
 

Larry Salter, the Northwest Region President, has passed along two items that should be 

of interest to all our members. 

 First, USO NW SeaTac volunteer Tom Brody nominated the USO NW for a Safeco 

Insurance grant of up to $3,000 - depending on which of 9 organizations get the most votes.  

Voting is simple and EZ - just click and "vote" for the USO at the link below: 

https://www.agentgiving.com/eastside-insurance-services 

Once you have voted, please pass the link to friends and ask for their vote and to forward.  

Voting ends Friday at 12:00 so any assistance this week would be much appreciated!   

Thank you for the support!  Donald M. Leingang, Executive Director, USO Northwest 
 

Second, most councils tabled their Veterans Day celebrations this year due to COVID 19.  

However, the Oak Harbor Council put considerable time and energy into producing an 

outstanding Veterans Day presentation online.  Please watch this Oak Harbor Council 

production.  The program will be available at 11 AM on Wednesday, 11 November.  It will also 

be up on the site after that so you can watch it later if that works better for your schedule.  Go to 

https://www.facebook.com/oakharbornavyleague.  Congratulations to Steve Bristow (Oak 

Harbor Immediate Past President) and the Oak Harbor Council for their time and effort! 

https://eur06.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.agentgiving.com%2Feastside-insurance-services&data=04%7C01%7C%7C5d233375f65b45508fdc08d884f9735d%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637405554196313845%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=nUN39r4UPv%2ByZ9XyAT5DH5pK%2BDX950LwkA8S8Rg6HKA%3D&reserved=0
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Foakharbornavyleague&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cc3dba77f36a5457efd3d08d88526eef7%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637405749731498821%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9uwLIVsibwJmr5jYTgDB80dz7Chjs3q6fNlr0RMeyQg%3D&reserved=0
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
                                          P.O. Box 18509 
         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATE REMINDERS 
 

Council Meetings for 2020     CANCELLED 

Council Annual Meeting     January 2021 via Zoom 

Navy League Annual Meeting   16-17 January 2021  

No in-person meetings will be scheduled 

until health restrictions allow. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 

Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 
June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 

varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  
 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

under 70.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

