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                                Spokane Trophy 

Prez Sez: 

Enjoy the Summer!
 Ever feel like you are in the Bill 

Murray movie Groundhog Day?  That’s 

the one where he has to repeat the previous 

day over and over again until he gets it right.  

Well, that is how a lot of people are feeling 

these days, but the person that has to get it 

right is our whole society.   

 At this point, all I ask is that people stop 

staying, “I don’t 

think 2020 could 

get any worse” 

because it is like 

tempting fate.  

Things can always 

get worse and they 

have!  

On the other 

hand, summer is 

here and we 

should just enjoy 

it.  I have to say that our yard has never 

looked better, thanks to Hazel (your 

Secretary and my wife).  All of us can still 

indulge in many of our favorite activities, 

it just means smaller groups, face-masks, 

and keeping your distance, plus some 

creativity.  Americans are adaptable! 

We traditionally take the months of July 

and August off, so there will be no INW 

Scuttlebutt next month.  Of course, tours 

are still verboten.  If Spokane moves to 

Phase 3 by September, we will try to resume 

some activities, even if scaled back in size.   

However, the Navy League National 

organization continues to move forward.  

As mentioned in the last issue, a review is 

underway of our strategic goals and 

planning.  They have also decided to move 

the 2020 National 

Meeting to 2021, as 

finding methods and a 

space to safely hold the 

event is proving 

difficult.  HQ is also 

continuing to improve 

its management 

systems to better serve 

members, which helps 

us all better serve the 

Sea Services.   

If we all do our small part it will 

improve the big picture.  This applies 

equally to COVID 19 as it does to race 

relations, as well as moving the Navy 

League forward.   

So, let’s look on the positive side and 

soak in the warm weather! 
 

.Ivan Urnovitz  
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Memorial Day Remembrance 
 All formal Memorial Day gatherings have been cancelled, but some informal events 

will still take place.  This will allow our community to still honor our fallen veterans, 

while not adding to the COVID-19 casualty count.  Council President Ivan Urnovitz, 

along with several colleagues, including his wife Hazel, took antique military vehicles to 

Greenwood Memorial Terrace to join 

a procession led by the American 

Legion motorcycle riders to 

commemorate the day.  We then 

convoyed to Fairmount Memorial 

Park near the VA hospital to pay 

respect to the veterans interned there.  

The public really enjoyed seeing this 

tribute.   

Right: Doug Florance drives his 

Ford M151A2 in the procession.  

(photo credit: Spokesman Review) 

 

Independence Day 
 While there will be no parades this year, and the fireworks shows won’t be as 

spectacular as usual, it is still a celebration day!  The spirit of independence and quest for 

freedom and liberty is a key part of our American heritage.  From the beginning in 1776, 

the founders set lofty standards and goals that even they could not fully achieve.  They 

were idealists, but managed to put together a pragmatic, forward-looking Constitution 

that has served us well.  Our government and common societal expectations are 

constantly evolving.  Charting a course through this is not easy, and the seas can be 

stormy.  But, by holding 

onto the ideals that 

allowed our Nation to 

prosper and constantly 

move toward greater 

equality, we will once 

again come upon a period 

of fair winds and 

following seas.  Enjoy 

the holiday and all it 

stands for! 
 

USS Constitution underway in 

2013 on July 4th.  U.S. Navy 

photo by Sonar Technician 

(Submarine) 2nd Class Thomas 

Rooney.    

https://bremolympicnlus.files.wordpress.com/2013/07/130704-n-hn195-204.jpg
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Museum Update 
 

 Mike Webb and Ivan Urnovitz continue sorting and cataloging the Sea Services 

artifacts currently stored in Building 100, as well as assisting the Honor Point folks.  

Elliott Briggs, their president, has expressed appreciation for the help and the hope that 

our close relationship will continue.  Ivan told Elliott that we also want to maintain this 

relationship as there is a mutual benefit and common interest – preserving and telling the 

story of the U.S. armed forces in Spokane.   

 Here are more photos of our collection that we took for inventory purposes.  Again, 

that means the lighting, camera angles, and backgrounds are not as nice as when items 

are staged properly, but can still tell a story.   

 

 

Left: Navy Nurse Cape from the early 1950s.  

It was worn by Mary Lou O’Donnell, a 

Registered Nurse who retired after 26 years 

in the U.S. Naval Reserves with the rank of 

Commander.  During that time, CDR 

O’Donnell spent 18 months in the 

Philippines during the Korean War.  She 

lived in Spokane most of her life.  The cape 

is wool with a red lining and is in excellent 

condition.  It represents a bygone era.   

 

 

Right: By early the 1960s the clothing 

used by women in medical and  

support roles had a more modern 

appearance.  This was used by  

a Red Cross Volunteer and  

is in very good condition.   
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Above:  These two WWII posters are in good original condition.  The one on the left 

is directed at G.I.s serving in the Pacific Theater.  It is a combination of morale 

booster and advice to not embarrass the folks back home while on leave or stationed 

in the land “Down Under.”   
 

The poster on the right is for the home-front audience.  It appears to be directed at 

rural America, particularly the central and southern states on the East Coast.  

There were a lot of military bases in these areas and extensive training exercises 

were conducted there as well during WWII.  It is the land-locked version of “Loose 

lips sink ships.”  The Germans had an extensive spy network in the U.S. and even 

small talk among locals could provide critical information to the enemy. 

 

 

 

Left: An example of the famous “Mae West” 

B-4 flotation device used by Navy pilots 

during WWII.  This type of vest was first 

developed by the Royal Air Force early in 

WWII.  It is in good condition.   
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Community Affiliate Member 

Wm. Winkler Company 
5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with 

the Lilac Festival/Armed Forces Parade and Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in 

Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community! 

 

Sea Cadet Report 
LTJG David Koski, CO, and Ivan Urnovitz 

   This was posted on 22 May: “Congratulations 

Kendall Woodard on your graduation from 

West Point.  Kendall was a former FSB Sea 

Cadet.  We are proud of your accomplishments 

and we are looking forward to what your future 

holds.”  

 2LT Woodard is an excellent example of how 

the Sea Cadet program helps guide young people 

toward a productive and fulfilling future.  She is 

certainly a success story that should make her 

family, and the Navy League community, proud.  

It takes a lot of hard work and self-discipline to 

graduate from any of the service academies, so 

Bravo Zulu to her! 

 Not surprisingly, normal Sea Cadet activities 

remain curtailed at the present time.  LTJG Koski 

is filling the gap with activities that can be done 

without the Cadets gathering as usual.   

 

Tours & Events 
The continuing COVID-19 situation means that there will not be any tours for the 

foreseeable future.  As mentioned last month, when the pandemic restrictions are 

lifted there are some possible local tours we will look into.  More on this when the 

time is ripe.   

Please call VP Bernie Korth at (509) 710-0760 if you have suggestions for 
possible future tours.  
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
P.O. Box 18509 

         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES - 2020 
 

Next Council Meeting       8 September (tentative)  

Navy League Annual Meeting   POSTPONED to 2021  

Next Board Meeting         18 August (tentative)  

Nothing else will be scheduled until health restrictions are lifted. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 
Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 

June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 
varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  

 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

under 70.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

