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Prez Sez: 

Slow Speed Ahead!  
 This year will continue to have limited 

opportunities to meet in person and 

participate in all the activities we are used to.  

However, that doesn’t mean we won’t 

continue to move forward and make progress.   

 For example, the Zoom meeting we held in 

January was well received, so we will do more 

of those.  This shows how adversity forces us to 

seek new ways of doing things that 

can be beneficial in the long run.   

For example, the good folks at 

the Historic Flight Museum at Felts 

Field have said we could use their 

meeting room if we wished.  They 

have Zoom capability in that room 

so we could have both in-person 

and remote participation in the 

monthly meetings.  That gives us a 

chance to do things safely before the restaurants 

reopen completely.  The room is big so we can 

stay socially distanced.  This would allow 

members that live out of town or have limited 

time due to work to join in.  All this is still 

several months away as the infection rate 

remains too high to meet in person.  

 Also, this looks like a year of progress on 

the museum front.  Artifacts from our Sea 

Service Collection will be offered to regional 

museums for display.  This would be a win-win 

as Spokane naval history will again be told to 

the public.  I am also exploring new ways for us 

to once again display our treasures. 

Also, things may be changing at the Honor 

Point Military & Aerospace Museum, but we 

expect to continue our partnership with them.  I 

have been nominated to the Honor Point 

board to replace our own Mike Webb.  This 

will allow our good working relationship with 

Honor Point to continue.  

Breaking News! 
    The Navy request to continue and 

expand Seal training in state parks 

in the Puget Sound area was 

approved on 28 January.  This is a 

great victory that was led by the 

Navy League Oak Harbor and 

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula 

Councils.  They did an outstanding 

job of organizing a response to the 

anti-military factions that stridently 

opposed any use of state parks by the Navy.  

Bravo Zulu to Mike Spence and Steve 

Bristow in particular, and thanks to the 

members of our council that sent in letters of 

support.  This a great example of how the 

Navy League makes a difference.  Without 

pushback from our organization the proposal 

would have certainly been defeated as it was a 4 

to 3 vote in our favor.  This is a good way to 

start the year! 

 Here’s hoping that we can get back to full 

speed by the end of the year! 
 

Ivan Urnovitz   



2 
 

Council Elections
 The final slate of officers was elected by the members without any dissenting votes.  

Probably a wise move, as in this organization that is basically the same as volunteering for the 

position.  So, the officers elected for the 2021-2022 term of office are below. 

President      Ivan Urnovitz     

Senior VP     Bernie Korth     

Treasurer      Dwayne Harney   

Membership VP  Vacant – still need a volunteer. 
 

Also, congrats to Steve Waylett for being named as a Navy League Director Emeritus. 

 

Community Affiliate Member 
Wm. Winkler Company 

5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with the Lilac 

Festival/Armed Forces Parade and Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community!  
 

Toys for Tots 2020 
The 2020 campaign turned out to be one of the best ever for donations of money and toys.  There 

was also a near record number of requests for toys made by folks in need.  The Marine Corp Reserve 

and Marine Corps League volunteers spent many hours sorting and bagging thousands of toys to 

be picked up at the old White Elephant store on East Sprague.  It was like a well-oiled machine.  

They were ready and waiting for folks to pick up their toy orders.  Then, much to everyone’s 

surprize, only about two-thirds of the orders actually got picked-up.  There are always some no-shows 

and toys left over, but never like this year.  None of the Toys for Tots leadership knows for sure why 

this happened, especially during a year when more people in Spokane were just scraping by than ever 

before.  It is a real mystery.  Still, it was a successful year by any measure of the word.  Plenty of 

happy kids, thanks to a very generous community. 

Members of our Navy League council also pitched-in.  Ivan and Hazel Urnovitz, our president 

and secretary respectively, ran the Spokane Valley route.  They 

dropped off donation boxes from Freya to Sullivan at the start and 

then picked up toys until the 2020 campaign was over.  They were 

both impressed by the efforts made by businesses and individuals 

to gather toys for the kids.  It was a great thing to be part of.  

So once again, Bravo Zulu to the local USMC Reserve unit 

and the Marine Corps League Melvin M. Smith Detachment 

#586 whose members spent many hours on this.   
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Navy League of the United States 
Spokane Council 

Council Meeting (via Zoom) Minutes 
18 January 2021 

 
 

• Call to Order: President Ivan Urnovitz called the meeting to order at 12:00 

• Members Present: Hazel Urnovitz, Bernie Korth, Ted McGregor, Dwayne Harney, Mike Noyes, 

David Koski, Doug Asbjornsen, and Rich Lewis. 

• Secretary’s Report: The minutes of the last meeting on January 2020 were approved.  

• Treasurers’ Report: Dwayne reported that the ending balance for January was $6,361.42.  Ivan stated that 

we are in very good shape financially, especially since Covid-19 has prevented us from being active in 

public.  Since there was no NOSC picnic or USCGC ORCAS support, much less money was spent in 2020.  

He also presented the 2021 budget for this year and it was unanimously accepted. 

• Sea Cadets: LTJG Koski shared that their annual banquet was held on 17 January.  They cadets were 

congratulated as they have accomplished a lot and are very motivated.  Ivan attended the event and handed 

out some merit awards.  One of the awards was a “knot board” Bernie Korth had donated to the Sea Cadets 

last year.   

• Membership: Ivan reported that according to the latest membership roster from National, we are down to 

only 50 members.  We do have a new spouse member from Fairchild.  Ivan will reach out to her and 

welcome her to our Council 

• Museum/Honor Point Report: Mike Webb has resigned as our Council Curator.  He will continue as 

Curator Emeritus and Chaplin.  Ivan has replaced Mike as the museum curator.  Building 100’s rental has 

been renewed until June.   Ivan suggested that our Council increase its portion of the rent from $100 to $200 

per quarter.   Honor Point continues to look for a new permanent location and funding. 

• Tours:  No tours of any kind are happening until COVID is over.  
 

• OLD BUSINESS 

• Election of Officers: The three officers that were up for re-election were all elected.  Ivan will continue as 

President, Bernie Korth will continue as Vice President and Dwayne Harney will remain in his position of 

Treasurer.  Hazel swore all three in for another term.  Thank you gentlemen for your continued support. 
 

• NEW BUSINESS: 

• Annual Report: The report is due 15 February and Ivan has already finished and submitted it to National. 

• Spokane Trophy:  Again, with COVID, everything is on hold.  Depending on what the Navy does this 

year, we may be making two presentations, one for 2020 and another for 2021.  

• Regional Meeting:  Ted McGregor attended this virtual meeting.  He reported that individual membership 

is down but corporate memberships are up.  Also, the Air, Sea and Space Show will not be held this year.  

And Steve Waylett has been named National Director Emeritus.  Fiscally, the Navy League is in very good 

shape. 

• Program:  Ivan gave a brief overview of some military museums in our region that we might offer artifacts 

from our Sea Services Collection.  Mike Noyes inquired as to the status of the Brig Museum in Idaho.  Ivan 

will verify. 
 

• Meeting adjourned at 13:05 pm.  
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Hazel Urnovitz, Secretary 

28 January 2021 
 

Coast Guard Reserve Birthday 19 February 

Navy Reserve Birthday   03 March 
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
                                          P.O. Box 18509 
         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATE REMINDERS 
 

Council Meeting via Zoom    6 April 2021 at 12:00 

Board Meeting via Zoom      9 February 2021 at 11:30 

No in-person meetings will be scheduled 

until health restrictions allow. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 

Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 
June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 

varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  
 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

about 50.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

