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Prez Sez: 

Holiday Cheer!  
 As I write this, the first COVID-19 vaccine is being distributed and given to health care workers.  

Over the next few months this and other vaccines will be available to all Americans.  This is one of the 

best Christmas presents our Nation could ask for after a long, hard year.   

 Hopefully it will be only a few more 

months before we can safely meet in person 

again.  I really look forward to seeing 

everyone, catching-up, and getting our 

activities back in high gear.  Of course, we 

will have to wait and see how long it 

actually takes the vaccine efforts to bear 

fruit.  With any luck, we can have an in-

person meeting by June. 

 Speaking of meetings, on 12 January 

2021 we will experiment with using Zoom 

to hold our required Annual Meeting.  

The details for joining the event will go out 

via e-mail to all that can receive it and by 

regular mail to everyone else.  I have used 

Zoom about a half-dozen times without any problems, much to my amazement.  You do need to have a 

camera with microphone hooked up to your computer and download the Zoom application, which is 

free.  So, I ask everyone to start preparing now.  It shouldn’t be too hard to get some help if need be, 

as a lot of people are using Zoom and have experience getting it setup.  

 In closing, I have tried to take the more positive “glass is half-full” approach through the year, 

as it helps me keep perspective and stay motivated.  While a lot of things have gone bad, including 

knowing several people that died from COVID-19 and a close family member in the recovery phase, 

our society is weathering the storm adequately.  I am thankful that there have not been even more 

super-spreader events, the food supply chain has held, fuel supplies are adequate, and neighbors 

have stepped forward to help neighbors.  In fact, Toys for Tots is having one of its best years, with 

more donations than usual.   

 I personally wish all of you a great holiday season and hope you stay well!  

Ivan Urnovitz  
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Council Elections
 The final slate for the officer and board positions is shown below.     

Official Ballot 
Place a mark in the box for a yes vote; leave the box blank for nay. 

President – Ivan Urnovitz   [   ]   

Senior VP – Bernie Korth   [   ]   

Treasurer – Dwayne Harney  [   ]   

Membership VP       Vacant – no candidate 

Regular Board Member    Vacant – no candidate 
 

 This year we will have to vote by mail just like the general election.  The ballot can be 

returned by e-mail or U.S. Mail.  Members need to have their ballots in by 9 January 2021 to be 

counted.  The results will be announced at the annual meeting and the swearing-in ceremony 

will be done then as well.  If a person is not available to be sworn in then, they will be contacted 

by telephone and sworn in remotely.   

Our Secretary, Hazel Hoeft, who chairs the Nomination Committee, will receive the ballots 

and tally them.  Her e-mail address is pdu5@comcast.net and her mailing address is: 

2902 N Willow Rd 

Spokane WA 99206 

If you have questions, feel free to call her at (425) 275-1474.   

Community Affiliate Member 

Wm. Winkler Company 
5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with the Lilac 

Festival/Armed Forces Parade and Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community!  

mailto:pdu5@comcast.net
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Toys for Tots 2020 
As mentioned in the President’s message, Toys for Tots is having a good year.  The Spokane 

community has been very generous.  A message went out on television saying that donations 

were a little slow, and since then toys and money have been pouring-in.  Thank you to KHQ 

(Q6) for the support!  Their on-air 

announcement really made a difference.  

USMCR Papa Battery (aka Punisher 

Battery) is leading the charge as usual.  

They are based at the NOSC by the VA 

hospital, along with the Navy reservists.  It is 

amazing that the I&I staff and reservists can 

pull this off every year while still doing their 

regular assigned duties.    Below: CV and  

UHi students donated 16 boxes of toys!  

Of course, they receive massive support 

from the Marine Corps League Melvin M. 

Smith Detachment #586 here in town.  They 

do the grunt work and coordinate day-to-day 

operations, including the toy distribution.  A 

hearty Bravo Zulu goes out to the MCL 

ringleaders Jim Brown and Lynn Boyd for 

their dedication and leadership.  They spend 

many long hours to makes sure everything 

goes as smoothly as possible.  Over a dozen 

MCL and MCL Auxiliary members are at the warehouse (the old White Elephant on Sprague) 

everyday it is open.  They also receive support from other organizations in the community. 

One such organizations is the Fort Spokane 

Battalion of the Sea Cadets.  Bravo Zulu also goes out 

to them for spending a Saturday helping out at the 

warehouse.  This included picking and bagging toys to 

fulfill the thousands of requests received from those in 

need.     Right: A Sea Cadet fills an order for toys. 

Two of our officers, Hazel (Secretary) and Ivan 

Urnovitz (President) have been involved in collecting 

the toys from locations spread around the Spokane 

Valley.  A number of companies and their employees 

have really come though, with many having supported 

large donations for a number of years.  Hazel and Ivan’s  

only reward is the satisfaction of seeing the excitement 

on children’s faces and the happiness of donors being 

able to help out.  They have done this for several years.   

To get the skivvy on the companies that donated and other people involved, go to the 

Toys for Tots Facebook page at www.facebook.com/Toys-For-Tots-of-Spokane.  In a year 

like 2020, this campaign is a bright spot and a reminder that there are many caring and 

thoughtful people in our community.   
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
                                          P.O. Box 18509 
         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATE REMINDERS 
 

Council Annual Meeting      12 January 2021 via Zoom 

Navy League Annual Meeting    16-17 January 2021  

No in-person meetings will be scheduled 

until health restrictions allow. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 

Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 
June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 

varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  
 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

under 70.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

