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AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Bremerton Historic Ships 
Association
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Puget Sound Navy Museum
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Veterans United Home Loans

Let these organizations know 
you are aware of and appreciate 
their support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

Luncheon  Status

As you know, luncheon meetings are 
cancelled until further notice.  Our eventual 
resumption of face-to-face meetings will 
announced first on our Website h"ps://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com	
and our Facebook Page.  

We will begin rescheduling speakers once 
we have a clear indication that the stay at 
home orders are or are soon to be lifted 
and we can feel some level of comfort in a 
gathering

In the meantime, stay safe and remember 
our military and civilian  men and women 
on watch around the world.  

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
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From the President…

To say that the year 2020 has been a challenge is probably a gross 
understatement.  We began the year with focused goals and objectives 
expecting this to be the best year ever for our Navy League Council.  All 
of that changed in March as the COVID 19 pandemic moved through our 
community, our state, and our nation.  The pandemic has dramatically 
impacted our day to day activities, the operational logistics of the Navy 
and complicated our efforts to support our members and adopted units.  
But I am steadfast in my belief that the determination, expertise, and 
mindset of our board of directors to be creative and explore new 
opportunities is a coveted resource that will get us through this crisis.  I 
am thankful for every board member.  For the present time, we are still constrained to current 
restrictions which prevents the Navy League from hosting or participating in many of our activities.  

Our Navy League board continues to meet in a virtual Zoom environment so that we coordinate and 
plan our efforts.  We may host virtual luncheons to keep each of you informed on our efforts.  We have 
a couple of bylaw changes that need to be approved by the membership whenever we have the 
opportunity for a membership meeting.  

Kristina Younger just lead a tour of the Coast Guard facility at Cape Disappointment.  Most of our other 
tours are impacted by COVID 19 restrictions.  Our Navy League council web site will keep you informed 
about tours that can still take place.

From a historical perspective, we are celebrating the 75th anniversary of the end of World War 2.  Not 
much has been mentioned about this landmark event in the media, but we owe a significant sense of 
gratitude to those who fought and died to claim that victory for all people in all nations.  The Navy 
played a pivotal role in the Pacific.  Many of those heroes are no longer with us, but we can preserve 
those memories for generations to come.

My Corvette club visits the Retsil Veteran’s Home two times per year.  Many of the residents there 
served in World War 2 and still have vivid memories of their service.  I talked with one man in particular 
during a previous visit who was a Navy Seabee during the war.  I asked him where he was stationed 
and he said, “Tinian Island” which is located in the Northern Mariana Islands in the Pacific.  Tinian 
Island was within reach of Japan with long-range B-29 bombers.  Two B-29 bombers dropped atomic 
weapons to end the war in the Pacific.  I asked this veteran what his job was on Tinian and he told me 
that his group of Seabees constructed the runways for the bombers.  Every day a new load of coral was 
brought to the site to be used as the underlayment for the runways and each day the color of the coral 
was different.  His story is just one of many of the heroes that reside at Retsil.  This year, we can only 
parade through the complex since COVID 19 restrictions prevent any close contact with the residents, 
but our sense of gratitude remains strong.

As noted above most of our Navy League events are still on hold.  Our September luncheon probably 
will not occur, but we will continue to explore other opportunities as the COVID 19 restrictions permit.  
Watch our Navy League web site for the latest information. 

Until then, take care of yourselves and stay well.

David Ellingson, President

BT
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Council Awards

As was announced in our August Newsletter, our Bremerton - Olympic 
Peninsula Council was recognized as an Outstanding Council.  In 
addition, we were unique in that we were recognized in every category, 
Ship Adoption Award (Large Council), Newsletter Silver Award, Website 
Silver Award, and Social Media Bronze Award.  In addition to the letter of 
congratulations from RADL Barnett, Commander, Navy Region 
Northwest published last month, we received the below from The United 
States Coast Guard Thirteenth District Commander, Rear Admiral 
Anthony Vogt.  As you probably know, our Council has among our 
adopted units the US Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit - 
Bangor, USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port Angeles and USCGC Active 
WMEC-618. 

Anthony	J	Vogt,	RADM	
June	11,	2020
Subject:	Announcing	Our	2019-2020	Council	Award	Winners

Good	morning!	I	hope	you,	your	Council	members	and	your	loved	ones	near	and	far	are	
safe	and	healthy.	I	want	to	offer	my	sincere	congratulaKons	on	your	sustained	Council	
excellence,	excellence	that	was	duly	recognized	by	this	year’s	Navy	League	naKonal	
awards.	Truly	impressive	and	very	well	done	in	achieving	the	Outstanding	Council	Award	
and	the	AdopKon	Excellence	Award!	Our	Coast	Guard	women	and	men	are	sincerely	
appreciaKve	of	all	that	you	and	your	members	do	to	support	our	important	work	in	
service	to	this	great	NaKon,	especially	in	these	difficult	Kmes.	Thank	you	for	your	
leadership	and	thank	you	for	your	ongoing	contribuKons	to	the	wonderful	Americans	who	
proudly	wear	the	uniforms	of	our	Armed	Forces.	God	bless	and	take	care.	

V/r,	
RADM	Vogt
Commander
Thirteenth	Coast	Guard	District
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	Cape	Disppointment

Our amazing tour coordinator managed to pull off another 
short notice tour, this one to Cape Disappointment where the 
group visited the US Coast Guard Motor Lifeboat school.  There, 
the Coast Guard has one of the largest numbers of USGC small 
boats in the country.  

Coast Guard Station Cape Disappointment, situated at the 
mouth of the Columbia River, is the largest Coast Guard search 
and rescue station on the Northwest Coast, with 50 
crewmembers assigned. Cape Disappointment is also the site of 
the oldest search and rescue station within the Thirteenth Coast 
Guard District.

Below, right, Chief Bennett shows Cathleen Smith the controls 
of one of their lifeboats.

This tour and last month's tour to the Bremerton International 
Emergency Services Training Center were announced on our 
facebook page - https://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837/ - 
and our website - https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com .
We don't anticipate any more tours in 2020 but we didn't think we 
would have the last two tours either.  If you enjoy our tours, and many 
members do, keep an eye on our website.  
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Youth Programs

Last month we began a series of articles featuring youth leaders in our Council 
sponsored youth programs.  Last issue featured the new CO of the Scorppin 
Sea Cadets, Sea Cadet Warrant Officer Jeffrey Wiesmaier. This month we 
feature the Military Instructor at the Port Angeles Navy Junior ROTC unit, 
Senior Chief Petty Officer Justin Beck.

Take note of the leadership skills and experience this Naval Science Instructor 
brings to the NJROTC Cadets of Port Angeles High School. Consider the impact 
on the faculty of a high school that benefits from this level of honor and 
integrity.  Take pride as a Navy Leaguer in helping support such programs.
A native of Aberdeen, WA, Senior Chief Beck enlisted in the Navy October 
15th, 1991. He attended Basic Training in Great Lakes, Illinois, followed by 
SONAR Technician Surface "A" School. After Graduating STG"A" School as 
Honor Man, he attended ITASS "C" School and AN/SQQ-89 Operations School 
in San Diego, California.

In 1994, upon completion of his initial entry into the STG pipeline, he received 
orders to the USS FIFE (DD 991), home ported in Yokosuka, Japan. During his first sea tour, he was 
advanced to Second Class Petty Officer and made some lifelong friends. 
   
In 1996, Senior Chief Beck received orders to Naval Ocean Processing Facility (NOPF) Whidbey Island, 
Washington.  While at NOPF, the STG and OT rates merged.  He was one of the first “Fleet” STG’s to 
arrive and spent most of his tour in the training department helping OT’s prepare for the STG rating 
exam.  During this tour he earned the Integrated Undersea Surveillance System (IUSS) Breast Insignia 
and was advanced to First Class Petty Officer.
     
In 2000, he transferred to his next tour of duty at Commander Naval Forces Japan (CNFJ) Okinawa 
Detachment.  While in Okinawa he attained his SCUBA certification and enjoyed some quality family 
time; this was a great tour for the whole Beck family.  
 
In 2004, he transferred to the USS JOHN PAUL JONES (DDG 53), home ported in San Diego, California, 
where he completed two Pacific Rim deployments.  He quickly earned his Enlisted Surface Warfare 
Specialist qualification, was selected for Chief Petty Officer and served as Combat Acoustics Division 
LCPO.
     
In 2008, after a highly successful tour onboard USS JOHN PAUL JONES, Senior Chief Beck was selected 
to serve as the STG Rating Detailer at Naval Personnel Command in Millington, Tennessee.  Shortly 
after arriving at NPC, he was selected for Senior Chief Petty Officer.  While serving as the STG Detailer, 
he provided career guidance for over 2,800 Sonar Technicians and their families and helped shape the 
future of the STG rating. 
 
In 2011, Senior Chief Beck transferred to Littoral Combat Ship Anti-Submarine Warfare Detachment in 
San Diego, California to serve as the Senior Enlisted Leader.  While there, he attended the U.S. Air Force 
Senior Non-commissioned Officer Academy at Maxwell AFB in Alabama.  He commissioned the USS 
FORT WORTH (LCS 3) and sailed her through the Panama Canal to San Diego, California.  In 2014 while 
on USS FREEDOM (LCS 1) he led the highly successful first ever installation and at-sea test of the ASW 
Mission Package onboard a Littoral Combat Ship. In 2015, he earned his Bachelor of Science degree in 
Business Administration from the University of Maryland University College.    
     
His military decorations include three Navy and Marine Corps Commendation Medals, three Navy and 
Marine Corps Achievement Medals.
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Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
 Activities and Tours

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

We are still in the dark about when we might get back into tours.  Our fantastic tour 
coordinator, Kristina Younger, has been working to keep tours on the books so we 
are ready when tours are again possible.  Still, the pandemic continues to be a factor.  
Neither the Navy League nor our military hosts are thrilled with conducting live tours 
right now. 
We have suspend all tours until 2021.  As the new year gets closer, we will reevaluate 
our options.  In the mean time, watch our facebook page for updates.
Our Board of Directors continue to meet online on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  The next meeting is September 2nd.

USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) Departs Puget Sound

After 17 months in Bremerton, the USS Carl Vinson (CVN-70) 
departed Puget Sound for her new Home Port in San Diego.
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President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
Larry Salter*

Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger

*Past Presidents

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor
USCGC Active WMEC-618

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets
Naples, Italy NJROTC

The Bremerton Navy League is 
looking for volunteers to help 
continue our award winning success 
connecting the Sea Services with the 
West Sound Community.  Roles range 
from occasional activities such as 
event coordination, to newsletter 
support to letter writer, to units 
and awards support, to ongoing 
roles.  We are now seeking persons 
to help with Adopted Unit Liaison 
Support. To learn more email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

New & Returning Members 

Tracey Bishop
Jaymi Black
Kenneth Black
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Robert Cairns
Megan Churchwell
Walter Draper
Diane Dixson
Richard Dixson
Debbie Doll
Michael Gorokin
Stephen Grether
Amber Hamilton
Rex Hankins
George Holden

John Howry
Bill Johnson
Gary Johnson
Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Marc Mitchell
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Kerri Selby
Rokki Staub
Megan Stiles
Melissa Tay
Amy Wentworth
Deborah Wilson
Rep Jesse Young
Michelle Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org
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