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AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Puget Sound Navy Museum
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino

Let these organizations know 
you are aware of and appreciate 
their support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

November 10 Luncheon Zoom 
Meeting

In keeping with the chaos associated with 
2020, as of this writing we do not yet have 
a speaker for our November 10th meeting.    
We are confident, however, we will have a 
Zoom meeting, a speaker and a bring-
your-own-lunch luncheon.  Please check 
our website for the latest.

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Help Our Council
State workers can donate to our Navy 
League Council via the State Combined 
Fund Drive, using CFD # 1137270
Our Council also participates in Amazon 
Smile Program.
Logon to Smile.Amazon.Com and choose 
Navy League of The United States 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
our Council.
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From the president…

We need to always be thankful for the sacrifices and service of 
members of our armed forces.  A little retrospect here:  A few years 
ago, Deedee & I were flying United Airlines flight 334 out of 
Chicago to Seattle and we had just taken off from O’Hare Airport 
when I heard 3 loud bangs that shook the Boeing 757.  I like to 
listen to air traffic control and pilot conversations during takeoff and 
landing and learned we had just lost the #2 engine due to a 
compressor failure and the pilots were making arrangements to 
return to the airport.  Fortunately for us, we landed safely with only 
one engine.  The lesson here is that each of us are surrounded by 
risks, some of which we can control, some which we cannot; some are obvious, others not so 
apparent.  But for the most part, we live in a pretty safe and secure environment with 
redundant systems to keep us safe.

That is not necessarily true for those who serve or have served in our armed forces.  Just the 
act of serving brings a whole host of potential hazards notwithstanding armed conflict.  This 
month we celebrate our veterans who have served admirably and provided for our nation’s 
security.  For all of you who have served in the Navy, Marine Corps, Coast Guard, or other 
branch of service – Thank You from a grateful nation.  Please take time to reach out and thank 
a veteran for their dedicated service especially on Veteran’s Day.

Well if you missed it, we held a “virtual” luncheon this month on Zoom with our guest speaker 
Jon Berglind, Director Raytheon Defense Systems at Keyport.  Jon provided an interactive 
and informative PowerPoint presentation describing the company’s operations and support to 
the Navy and plans for their relocation to the Twelve Trees Industrial complex later this year.  
Raytheon has been a long-time supporter of our Navy League council, a community affiliate, 
and sponsor of our annual Navy League gala.

November is the month we collect toys and donations for the Marine Corps Reserve Toy for 
Tots Foundation at our luncheon.  In-person luncheons are still not possible, so please take 
time this month to make a cash donation to Toys for Tots or donate toys at one of the many 
drop boxes which will be placed around the county.

Our November luncheon will be in a virtual environment via Zoom.  We will have some 
important business to conduct including a vote to approve bylaw changes that have been 
drafted and awaiting an opportunity for a vote of approval for some time now.  Please plan to 
join us for the “luncheon.”  

On other business, Alan Beam, Larry Salter and I met with RADM Vogt recently to discuss 
ways we can support the Coast Guard in the midst of this pandemic. We received a letter from 
the Kitsap County Board of Commissioners congratulating us on our council awards.  You can 
read that letter elsewhere in this newsletter.  And our nominating committee is actively 
pursuing candidates for our council’s upcoming election.

As always, take care of yourselves and stay tuned for the latest news.

David Ellingson, President

BT
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USS Washington Captain's Log
22 September  2020

Hello from the Blackfish!  Since my last log entry, WASHINGTON completed her first 
major availability post deployment including a full overhaul of our combat control 
system.  We spent three weeks completing at-sea certifications and training on the new 
system, culminating in five exercise weapon shots on the Atlantic Undersea Test and 
Evaluation Center (AUTEC) range in the Bahamas.  The team performed admirably 
allowing us time to take advantage of the Bahamas weather for a swim call.  With our 
new tools, WASHINGTON is in top war fighting shape and ready to begin our 
deployment work up. 

Our recent availability saw a significant amount of leadership turnover as our 
deployment hardened team begin to rotate to shore duty for a much deserved break 
and new faces have arrived who are excited to continue to build WASHINGTON’s legacy.  
During the last four months we said goodbye to LCDR Ryan Pifer (Engineer Officer) and 
ETVCS(SS) Mike Dassau (Chief of the Boat), and some of our last plank owners in LT Joe 
Andricola, MMA1 Wesley Murphy, and MMN1 Dustin Poland.  We welcome aboard 
ITSCS(SS) Charles Generals, who relieved as the 4th Blackfish Chief of the Boat on 9 Sep.

Over the next three months, the Blackfish is scheduled to support the vast array of 
operations including a Carrier Strike Group ASW exercise, a Combat Readiness 
Examination, and the Fall Submarine Command Course.  The crew is excited to 
showcase their skills though these events and I have no doubt it will take us to the next 
level in our combat readiness.

Lastly I am pleased to announce that Blackfish received a commendation letter from the 
Secretary of the Navy for our maiden deployment.  The letter detailed the importance of 
our support in the Sixth Fleet AOR including two challenging theater anti-submarine 
warfare missions and alliance building activities through port calls and international 
tracking exercises.  I am proud to see the crew’s efforts recognized and I have included 
a copy of the citation for your members.

Thanks again for the continued support for everyone in Washington—I look forward to 
greater engagement as we work through the COVID pandemic and make preparations 
for our second deployment.

Sincerely,

Eric Astle

Commanding Officer, USS Washington (SSN 787)

FEAR THE BLACKFISH!
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Local	Recogni,on	for	our	Council
This is unexpected recognition from our Country Commissioners.  

2021	Council	Officer	Slate
In keeping with the strangeness of 2020, the nominating committee has 
convinced the current officers to remain, if elected by the membership.  
A formal vote will be held at a future meeting, hopefully December.
Nominated by the committee:

President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert Battin

2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer

Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent

Past President - Steve Westover
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Legislative Affairs Corner

  
As an advocacy organization, the Navy 
League and its members have a role in 
contacting Members of Congress and 
expressing support for a variety of 
maritime policy and personnel positions.  
Help us educate our Congressional and 
Legislative Representatives and make 
them aware of the issues that we feel are 
important to sustain our maritime forces 
and protect the Nation.

Current  Issue:  TANKER SECURITY PROGRAM

NAVY LEAGUE 
POSITION:  Congress 
and the White House 
must fund a Tanker 
Security Program as a 
first step to address a 
dangerous shortfall, 
and expand our 
strategic sealift tanker 
capacity in case of a 
national contingency

Action for Members:

Go to the “Voice to Congress” webpage at the link below and register and have 
your voice heard!

https://navyleague.quorum.us/campaign/27684/
Or,	visit	the	Navy	League	”Voice	to	Congress”	webpage	and	par;cipate	in	any	or	all	of	the	Navy	League’s	
important	Congressional	advocacy	issues.	

h9ps://navyleague.quorum.us/homepage/

Thank	you!

 

https://navyleague.quorum.us/campaign/27684/
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The Bylaws Committee (Steve Westover, Larry Salter, Tim Katona, and Patty Lent) has reviewed the current bylaws and recommends the below bylaw 
changes.  The Board of Directors endorses these changes.  This is the first update to our bylaws in over 20 years.  The changes better reflect how our 
council is conducting business.  There are only four substantial changes, all others are administrative in nature (error corrections, clarification, page 
numbers, grammar, and punctuation).

Major change to Article IV—OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS; Section 3

Proposed change—add:  Since Directors serve for one year, their term expiration at the end of the year is assumed.  Current board members desiring to 
continue as a Director should contact the chairman of the nominating committee to make their desires known.  The nominating committee, in 
consultation with the newly nominated President, will propose a slate of Directors for a membership vote during the annual meeting.  

Rationale: Although the bylaws clearly state that officer and directors are elected for only one year (“The Officers and Directors of this Council shall be 
elected for a term of one year or until their successors are elected.”), there has been confusion in the past on the process for selecting new directors.  
This change emphasizes the one-year appointment and clarifies that directors will be nominated each year by the nominating committee.

Major change to Article VII (new VI)—Committees; Section 1

Proposed change—modify “c.  two members elected by a vote of the membership

New wording:  “c.  two members from the general membership”

Rationale:  We have always had a nominating committee made up of a chairman appointed by the Council President; two members from the Board of 
Directors; and two members from the general membership.  It is important to have the general membership represented, but to require a vote from the 
membership on those two members of the committee is not practical and reduces our flexibility and timing in putting the committee together and 
documenting the officer slate for board and membership approval.  

Proposed change—delete a portion of the first sentence after c.  “Notice of membership of this Committee shall be announced sixty days in advance of 
the annual meeting”

Rationale:  Not needed.  The membership gets the final vote on the results—the officer slate.  The Board of Directors is very involved in the officer 
slate process—plenty of oversight.  Notifying the membership of the members of the nominating committee is an unnecessary step—there is not a 
requirement to notify membership of any other committee composition, why this one?  All our committees are important.  If we had a landslide of folks 
who wanted to be officers, it might be appropriate to list the members of the committee so our members would know who to talk to about volunteering.  
The reality is that is more of an “arm twisting” committee to find and convince folks to take time out of their busy lives to volunteer.  We generally 
only come up with one name of one officer position.

Major change to Article VII—Meetings; Section 2

Proposed change—delete second sentence:  “Ten percent (10%) of the membership shall constitute a quorum.”

Rationale:  Throughout the bylaws it references general membership voting requirements as “a majority vote of members attending a scheduled 
meeting” or similar words.  This is the only place where a specific percentage is referenced.  In the past we have had over 500 members (currently at 
323), we seldom have that many “members” in attendance at our luncheon/general meeting.  Removing this sentence ensures we are conducting our 
meetings in accordance with our bylaws and is more consistent with the wording throughout the bylaws.  

Major change to Article VII—Meetings; Section 2

Proposed change—delete fourth sentence:  “(Copies of these reports must be sent to National Headquarters with copies to the appropriate State and 
Region Presidents.)” 

Rationale:  The third sentence:  “At this meeting, the President, Treasurer and Secretary shall submit their annual reports to the members.” The fourth 
sentence: “(Copies of these reports must be sent to National Headquarters with copies to the appropriate State and Region Presidents.)”  National does 
not want these three reports, they want a combined annual report.  We are not sending these reports to National, so we should remove this requirement 
from the bylaws.  We still want the reports at the annual meeting, but there is not a requirement to send them to National.  We will continue to submit a 
combined annual report to National with copies to the Region and Area Presidents.

Notification of Proposed Bylaw Changes

These changes will be brought up for a vote at the next 
Membership meeting.  The current and proposed bylaws are 
available on our website.  Below are the changes.
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President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
Larry Salter*

Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger

*Past Presidents

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor
USCGC Active WMEC-618

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets
Naples, Italy NJROTC

The Bremerton Navy League is 
looking for volunteers to help 
continue our award winning success 
connecting the Sea Services with the 
West Sound Community.  Roles range 
from occasional activities such as 
event coordination, to newsletter 
support to letter writer, to units 
and awards support, to ongoing 
roles.  We are now seeking persons 
to help with Adopted Unit Liaison 
Support. To learn more email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

New & Returning Members 

Tracey Bishop
Jaymi Black
Kenneth Black
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Megan Churchwell
Kathy Dawson
Walter Draper
Doug Dixon
Diane Dixson
Richard Dixson
Debbie Doll
Michael Gorokin
Stephen Grether
Amber Hamilton
Rex Hankins

George Holden
John Howry
Bill Johnson
Gary Johnson
Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Marc Mitchell
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Kerri Selby
Rokki Staub
Megan Stiles
Melissa Tay
Amy Wentworth
Deborah Wilson
Rep Jesse Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org
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