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AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Bremerton Historic Ships 
Association
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Veterans United Home Loans

Let these organizations know 
you are aware of and appreciate 
their support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

Luncheon  Status

As you know, luncheon meetings are 
cancelled until further notice.  
Cancellations and our eventual 
resumption of face-to-face meetings 
will announced first on our WebSite 
h"ps://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com	
and our Facebook Page.  We will begin 
rescheduling speakers in the coming 
weeks, once we have a clear indication 
that the stay at home orders are lifted.  

Historically, at our luncheons we have 
recognized the US Coast Guard in 
August, the US Navy in October and the 
US Marine Corps in November.  Let's all 
hope we are able to do that this year,  
Unfortunately, it is out of our hands.

Alan Beam, our webmaster, has done a 
great job of posting current and 
interesting articles on our website.  We 
have a number of great speakers lined 
up when we can get together.  We will 
get the luncheons back on track as 
soon as possible.

In the mean time, stay safe and 
remember our military and civilian  
men and women on watch around the 
world.  

Help Our Council
State workers can donate to our Navy 
League Council via the State Combined 
Fund Drive, using CFD # 1137270
Our Council also participates in Amazon 
Smile Program.
Logon to Smile.Amazon.Com and choose 
Navy League of The United States 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
our Council.

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Robert Cairns Walter Draper
Amy Wentworth Rep Jesse Young

New Members
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President's Corner - David Ellingson
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 From the President

Here we are in July.  It seems like the second verse is the same as the first – 
life keeps repeating itself except this time we have a new twist.  As I write this, 
we are still in the middle of the COVID 19 response but slowly some 
businesses are reopening with restrictions.  I will go out on a limb here - 
adding to all we are dealing with on a daily basis with COVID 19, we now see 
six city blocks in downtown Seattle taken over by protesters, activists, and 
other groups in essence creating an independent, self-governing area devoid 
of police.  All of this is in response to deaths of individuals in police custody, 
but it seems the message has grown far beyond justice for the victims.  
Justice in the George Floyd case is being administered as all the officers 
involved have been arrested and are awaiting trial.  Our first responders, like 
our active duty service men and women, provide a critical safety and security mission for our nation.  Think about 
who ran towards certain death as the Twin Towers collapsed on 9-11.  Who ran into the line of fire to save those in the 
Pulse Night Club.  Who sheltered thousands as bullets rained down from the Mandalay Bay Hotel in Las Vegas.  And 
the list goes on far beyond these examples.  Let us be thankful for all those in uniform protecting us and serving our 
country so courageously.  OK, off my soap box and on to Navy League business.

At the end of May, we presented the Rear Admiral Willis A (Pilly) Lent Award to this year’s recipient LT Robert Chapin 
of the USS Connecticut.  The Pilly Lent Award is usually presented at our Navy League Gala, but this year’s gala 
could not be held due to COVID 19 restrictions so the award was presented pierside to the USS Connecticut.  The 
award was developed by several Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council board members, spearheaded by the late 
Past President, Carolyn Dankers. Our Council is also grateful to have had as a former board member and Past 
President, RADM Lent's son, CAPT (ret.) Will Lent, Jr.  Patty Lent, former Mayor of Bremerton and current council 
board member was present representing the Lent family.  Also in attendance were council past presidents Alan Beam 
and Guy Stitt.  LT Chapin is a very deserving individual for this award.  Read more about the award and presentation 
on https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com. 

In June, we were notified that our council was the recipient of Navy League National awards in every category:  
Council Performance Awards:  Outstanding Council and Sea Service Adoption Excellence Award; Donald M. Mackie 
Awards:  Newsletter, Website, and Communications (Social Media).  This is an outstanding achievement by our 2019 
board members that made this all happen.  I also received the following in an email from RADM Anthony Vogt, 
USCG:  “I want to offer my sincere congratulations on your sustained Council excellence, excellence that was duly 
recognized by this year’s Navy League national awards. Truly impressive and very well done in achieving the 
Outstanding Council Award and the Adoption Excellence Award! Our Coast Guard women and men are sincerely 
appreciative of all that you and your members do to support our important work in service to this great Nation, 
especially in these difficult times. Thank you for your leadership and thank you for your ongoing contributions to the 
wonderful Americans who proudly wear the uniforms of our Armed Forces. God bless and take care.”

Most of our Navy League events are still on hold.  Our July luncheon is canceled, and our Navy League Board 
meetings are being held in a Zoom virtual environment.  We will get through this and there are better days ahead for 
us.  Stay tuned. 

Take care of yourselves and stay well.

David Ellingson, President

BT

https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com


Pilly Lent Award - Lt Robert Chapin

BREMERTON, Wash. (May 28, 2020) Lt. Robert Chapin, from Sheridan, Wyoming, assigned 
to the Seawolf-class fast-attack submarine USS Connecticut (SSN 22) was presented with 
the 2020 Rear Adm. Willis A. "Pilly" Lent Tactics and Warfighting Award, May 28. (U.S. 
Navy Photo by Mass Communication Specialist 1st Class Andrea Perez/Released)
Chapin is Connecticut’s weapons officer and has been assigned to Connecticut since 
January 2018.
“I never really thought 
that I’d be in the 
running for something 
as substantial as this,” 
said Chapin. “Rear Adm. 
Lent was quite the 
submarine officer and it 
means a lot to be 
considered for this 
award, and to be 
honored by the Navy 
League. I couldn’t have 
done it without my 
weapons department, 
chains of command, and 
fellow junior officers 
helping me along the 
way. You’re only as 
good as the people who 
work for you and I’ve 
been lucky to have a lot of really good chiefs, junior officers and crew members that have 
gotten me this far.”
The award itself was named in honor of the commanding officer of USS Triton (SS 201), 
then Lt. Cmdr. Willis A. “Pilly” Lent, who gave the order to fire the first torpedoes of WWII 
against the Japanese Navy, Dec. 10, 1941.
To be considered for the award, a top-performing department head must be nominated 
by their commanding officer. Squadron commanders research each candidate and 
forward their top choice to COMSUBPAC.
In his award recommendation, USS Connecticut’s commanding officer Cmdr. Cameron 
Aljilani spoke of Chapin’s many achievements and said his performance as weapons 
officer set the standard for leadership, tactical ingenuity and warfighting readiness.
“Lt. Chapin represents the legacy of Rear Adm. Lent based on his relentless pursuit of 
warfighting readiness and tactical improvement for the submarine force,” said Aljilani.
The award was developed by the Navy League of the United States Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council in coordination with COMSUBPAC in 2016.
“I’m really honored to be here today to recognize Lt. Chapin for this prestigious award,” 
said Ellingson. “According to COMSUBPAC Instruction 1650.3, the award recipient is 
selected based on ‘…outstanding tactical performance, individual achievement, and 
excellence in leadership, with an emphasis on warfighting performance, in honor of Rear 
Adm. Willis A. Lent.’ You, Lt. Chapin, stand out from your peers in this regard.”
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Support our Local Navy
Our state government is blocking Navy activities in our local area.  Those against Navy use of local 
resources have launched a campaign to stop the SEALs and Whidbey community from using public lands  
and airspace to train.

We ask that you consider being a voice of the Navy by:
1. Direct Letter to Reps:

The below "Training Letter" could be sent to US and State Representatives

Goods:  Addresses a variety of issues related to the State's campaign against Navy training; Can be 
personalized; Can be sent either by mail or can be copied into "Comment" sections on Representatives' 
websites. 
Others:  Only appropriate for State Legislators and US Reps - most appropriate for State Legislators; 
Addresses have to be looked up by the sender or provided.

2.  Automated National Navy League VoterVoice product:

https://votervoice.net/mobile/NavyLeague/Campaigns/71990/respond?
vvsn+B1yCAg7yAC2kRAI3OTW7EAA#/?page=additionInformation 

Sample letter:
(Title	and	Name)

I	oppose	the	State	of	Washington’s	coordinated	efforts	to	hamper	the	U.S.	Navy’s	use	of	land,	waters	and	
airspace	in	and	around	Puget	Sound	and	the	Olympic	Peninsula	for	necessary	military	training.		

I	ask	that	you	contact	the	Washington	State	Parks	and	RecreaFon	Commission	and	encourage	them	to	
reverse	their	recent	decision	to	deny	the	Navy’s	request	to	extend	Naval	Special	OperaFons	(SEAL)	
training	in	five	previously	approved	state	parks	past	the	April	30	expiraFon	unFl	the	end	of	calendar	year	
2020.	I	also	ask	that	you	support	the	Navy’s	pending	request	to	extend	this	training	to	24	addiFonal	state	
properFes.

I	ask	that	you	contact	the	Washington	State	Commissioner	of	the	Department	of	Natural	Resources	and		
encourage	her	to	reverse	the	decision	to	deny	the	use	of	roads	on	state	lands	on	the	Olympic	Peninsula	
by	Navy	low-power	emiUer	simulaFon	vans,	therefore	denying	the	opportunity	for	more	realisFc	training	
opportuniFes	for	EA-18G	electronic	warfare	aircraY.

I	ask	that	you	contact	the	Washington	State	AUorney	General	and	encourage	him	to	withdraw	his	
lawsuits	that	oppose	EA-18G	operaFons	originaFng	from	Naval	Air	StaFon	Whidbey	Island.	These	
lawsuits	do	nothing	more	than	demonstrate	the	AUorney	General’s	bias	in	favor	of	anF-military	and	
environmental	groups	operaFng	for	their	own	personal	benefit	thus	hampering	the	compleFon	of	the	
environmental	impact	process.

In	acFng	on	my	request	that	you	personally	intervene	on	behalf	of	the	Navy	with	State	of	Washington	
execuFve	officials	and	departments,	I	ask	that	you	consider	the	negaFve	effects	that	these	acFons	have	
on	vital	military	training	and	readiness	resulFng	in	undue	risk	to	Navy	personnel	in	the	event	of	naFonal	
crisis.		I	also	ask	that	you	consider	the	impact	of	potenFal	loss	of	billions	of	dollars	of	federal	military	
spending	on	local	economies	if	conFnued	anF-Navy	acFviFes	and	decisions	force	the	reducFon	of	basing	
and	other	acFviFes	in	the	region.		This	is	especially	relevant	given	the	economic	shock	absorber	that	
Navy-related	spending/salaries	have	provided	the	region	during	the	current	pandemic.

Your	ConsFtuent,

https://votervoice.net/mobile/NavyLeague/Campaigns/71990/respond?vvsn+B1yCAg7yAC2kRAI3OTW7EAA#/?page=additionInformation
https://votervoice.net/mobile/NavyLeague/Campaigns/71990/respond?vvsn+B1yCAg7yAC2kRAI3OTW7EAA#/?page=additionInformation
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Scorpion Sea Cadets CO leaves us

Belaying pins are a naval tradition that goes 
back to the days of sailing ships. It is a short 
round bar inserted into a fife rail to secure 
the halyards used for trimming the sail, 
usually they are located at the base of the 
main mast. As such it has three key 
meanings to naval leadership:

First it trims the sails and it is vital to setting 
and maintaining the ship’s course. Therefore, 
it is vital to a ship’s navigation.

Second it secures the excess lines to keep 
the lines organized, neat and shipshape, 
rather piled in a heap on the deck.

Finally, in times of stress it can be readily 
removed and used as a weapon in the ship’s defense or to maintain good order and 
discipline.

For these reasons, the presentation of a belaying pin is particularly fitting to 
recognize excellence and give thanks for the leadership you have demonstrated as 
Commanding Officer, U.S. Navy Sea Cadet Scorpion Squadron.

In the big scheme of things, it is not the insight or opinions you express that make a 
difference in the world but rather the example you set with your personal life that 
makes all the difference in the lives of the Sea Cadets that you lead.  

Sea Cadet Squadrons are a key mission focus for the Navy League.  As such, I would 
like to present you with this engraved Belaying Pin as an expression of our gratitude 
and thanks.  The inscription reads:  Ltjg Sue Dunn, Commanding Officer, USNSCC 
Scorpion Squadron, June 2014 to June 2020.

Ed. This is a good photograph but I really included it because we don't usually 
have pets in our newsletter.  This seemed like an opportunity to feature one.  



Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
 Activities Calendar Including Tours
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We are still in the dark about when we might get back into tours.  Our fantastic Tour 
Coordinator, Kristina Younger, has been working to keep tours on the books so we 
are ready when tours are again possible.  She has tours booked well into 2021.  
Below is the list of what we we have scheduled through October.  Keep an eye on our 
web page and Facebook for the latest.

 July 1  NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM via Zoom
July 8 Bremerton International Emergency Services Training Center (by the auto 

dealers).  JULY 8 at 10am - Vinson sailors will be training at that time. All are 
invited - only restriction is 6’ social distancing and masks. Feel free to bring 
grandkids, etc.

July 14  Canceled - Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon

August 5 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM

August 11  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon
Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM

NEW DATE  August 13 - Mouth of Columbia River.  USCG Station at Cape 
Disappointment, Columbia River Maritime Museum, and Lewis / 
Clark Historic park – near Astoria, a 3.5 hour drive

August 19 Historic Airplanes - Everett
Flying Heritage & Combat Armor Museum 
- Founded by Paul Allen, they are dedicated to the display and 
preservation of rare military aircraft, tanks and other military 
equipment - Tickets $18 adults / $14 military
Museum of Flight’s Restoration Center & Reserve Collection 
-The Museum of Flight's Restoration Center & Reserve Collection at 
Paine Field is where devoted volunteer spend hours renovating and 
restoring aircraft to exhibition quality.

August 5 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM

August 11  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon
Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM

TBD Washington State Ferry - From wheel house to engine room

Oct 20 Trident training facility & tour of a nuclear ballistic missile-carrying 
submarine – Bangor ** NAVY LEAGUE MEMBERS ONLY**
Participants will be pre-screened, Paperwork due Oct 1st. 
To participate you must be able to climb a 20ft ladder.  Limit: 35
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President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
Larry Salter*

Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger

*Past Presidents

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor
USCGC Active - Newly adopted

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

The Bremerton Navy League is 
looking for volunteers to help 
continue our success connecting the 
Sea Services with the West Sound 
Community.  Roles range from 
occasional activities such as event 
coordination, to newsletter editor 
to letter writer, to units and 
awards support, to ongoing roles.  
We are now seeking person to help 
with Adopted Unit Liaison Support. 
To learn more email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

New & Returning Members 

Tracey Bishop
Jaymi Black
Kenneth Black
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Robert Cairns
Walter Draper
Diane Dixson
Richard Dixson
Debbie Doll
Michael Gorokin
Stephen Grether
Amber Hamilton
Rex Hankins
George Holden
John Howry

Bill Johnson
Gary Johnson
Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Marc Mitchell
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Kerri Selby
Rokki Staub
Megan Stiles
Melissa Tay
Amy Wentworth
Deborah Wilson
Rep Jesse Young
Michelle Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org


NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com


