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AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Bremerton Historic Ships 
Association
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Veterans United Home Loans

Let these organizations know 
you are aware of and appreciate 
their support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

Luncheon  Status

As you know, luncheon meetings are 
cancelled until further notice.  
Cancellations and our eventual resumption 
of face-to-face meetings will announced 
first on our WebSite h"ps://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com	
and our Facebook Page.  We will begin 
rescheduling speakers once we have a 
clear indication that the stay at home 
orders are lifted.  

Historically, at our luncheons we have 
recognized the US Coast Guard in August, 
the US Navy in October and the US Marine 
Corps in November.  Let's all hope we are 
able to do that this year,  Unfortunately, it 
is out of our hands.

Alan Beam, our webmaster, has done a 
great job of posting current and 
interesting articles on our website.  We 
have a number of great speakers lined up 
when we can get together.  We will get the 
luncheons back on track as soon as 
possible.

In the mean time, stay safe and remember 
our military and civilian  men and women 
on watch around the world.  

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

%22
%22


NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

President's Corner - David Ellingson
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 From the President

Another month goes by and I really wish I had encouraging news for you.  
However, we are still stuck at Phase 2 COVID 19 response with no end 
in sight.  With Corona virus cases on the rise, I suspect the governor will 
be even more cautious for opening the state and our county sooner.  So, 
like many other organizations, businesses and Navy installations, we are 
constrained to the current restrictions which prevents the Navy League 
from hosting or participating in many of our activities.  

In the interim, our board continues to meet in a virtual Zoom environment 
so that we can focus our efforts to the needs of our council.  We are also 
exploring the use of Microsoft Teams software to provide a secure environment for speakers at 
virtual luncheons.  Microsoft Teams is a more secure environment which may permit Navy, 
Marine Corps and Coast Guard personnel to attend and participate.  If this becomes a reality, 
we will let you know.  When we can, we will offer tours that are not impacted by COVID 19 
restrictions.  Stay abreast of late breaking developments on our Navy League web site.

Last month I wrote about our council was the recipient of Navy League National awards in every 
category:  Council Performance Awards:  Outstanding Council and Sea Service Adoption 
Excellence Award; Donald M. Mackie Awards:  Newsletter, Website, and Communications 
(Social Media).  

Normally, August is the month we celebrate the Coast Guard at our luncheon.  An in-person 
luncheon may not be possible, but we can certainly reflect on their contributions and dedicated 
service to our nation.  On August 4th, Coast Guard Day is celebrated, and that day 
commemorates the anniversary of the founding of the U.S. Coast Guard as the Revenue-Marine 
service in 1790. On August 4, 1790 Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton established 
the Revenue-Marine to serve as an armed customs enforcement service. In 1894, it was 
renamed the Revenue Cutter Service. In 1915, it merged with the U.S. Life-Saving Service 
becoming the United States Coast Guard.  Think about the many duties they perform every day: 
maintaining navigational aids, rescuing personnel at sea in life threatening conditions with great 
skill and bravery, interdicting drug smugglers before their devastating cargo can reach the city 
streets of America, and so much more.  Pause to give thanks to the Coast Guard for all they do 
for us.

Most of our Navy League events are still on hold.  Our August luncheon is tentative pending 
implementation of a secure Microsoft Teams environment.  We will let you know.  Stay tuned. 

At the time of writing this article, the crew and other fire units are fighting the fire aboard USS 
Bonhomme Richard (LHD 6) at Naval Base San Diego.  Many sailors have been hospitalized 
and the fire is not yet under control.  Please keep the crew and first responders in your thoughts 
and prayers under these difficult and hazardous circumstances.

Take care of yourselves and stay well.

David Ellingson, President

BT
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Council Awards

It was recently announced that our Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council was recognized as an Outstanding Council.  In addition, we 
were unique in that we were recognized in every category, Ship 
Adoption Silver Award (Large Council), Newsletter Silver Award, Website 
Silver Award, and Social Media Bronze Award.  We received letters from 
local military leaders including the one below from RADL Barnett, 
Commander, Navy Region Northwest.

From:	Barne',	Stephen	D	RDML	USN	COMNAVREG	NW	BGR	WA	(USA)	
<stephen.barne'@navy.mil>	
Sent:	Wednesday,	June	17,	2020	8:54	AM
To:	bremertonnavyleague@gmail.com;	davidellingson@wavecable.com

Subject:	CongratulaWons!	
David	

Good	morning.		I	wanted	to	extend	my	congratulaWons	on	your	Council’s	recently-
announced	naWonal	Navy	League	accolades.	The	Council	Performance	Award	for	
Outstanding	Council,	the	Sea	Service	AdopWon	Excellence	Award	for	Large	Council,	and	the	
Donald	M.	Mackie	Awards	for	your	newsle'er,	website	and	social	media	communicaWons	
are	well	deserved.	Our	enWre	Northwest	Navy	Family	appreciates	the	many	contribuWons	
the	Bremerton-Olympic	Peninsula	Council	of	the	Navy	League	has	made	in	support	of	our	
naWon’s	sea	services,	parWcularly	the	U.S.	Navy	in	the	Northwest.	It	is	clear	that	your	Wreless	
work	is	recognized	not	just	by	the	men	and	women	in	uniform	staWoned	here,	but	also	at	
the	naWonal	level.
	
I	hope	your	enWre	council	and	extended	Navy	League	family	are	doing	well	and	staying	
healthy.	Hopefully	the	health	situaWon	in	our	naWon	will	improve	enough	in	the	near	future	
to	allow	you	all	to	truly	celebrate	this	achievement.	Thank	you	for	your	conWnued	support	
of	your	U.S.	Navy	in	the	Northwest	and	take	care.
	
v/r,
Steve
RDML	Stephen	Barne'
Commander,	Navy	Region	Northwest

mailto:stephen.barnett@navy.mil
mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.com
mailto:davidellingson@wavecable.com
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Pop-up tour

A Navy League group, including Dean Smith and his grandson, Bren, who 
was visiting from Oregon, toured the Bremerton International Emergency 
Services Training facility on July 8.  The Bremerton International 
Emergency Services Training facility is built for training maritime personnel 
(above water - not submariners) in an array of "damage control" methods 
such as firefighting, repairing large leaks, etc.

 
During our tour, sailors from the USS Carl Vinson CVN-70 were conducting 
training.  (On a Navy ship, every crew member is a firefighter).

Our tour coordinator Kristina Younger, a naval history buff, was surprised to 
learn that the Navy still uses oakum, (tarred hemp) for repairing leaks.  
Oakum was used for damage control and repair in the days of John Paul 
Jones.  (Editor note: She didn’t mention wooden plugs.)
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Meet the new Scorpion Sea Cadets CO

Last month we reported that Sue Dunn, the 
long serving Sea Cadet Commanding Officer 
was leaving our area.  The new CO is Sea 
Cadet Warrant Officer Jeffrey Wiesmaier.

Jeffrey is an active duty submariner assigned 
to the Trident Training Facility as a Sonar 
Instructor. He entered the US Navy in 2002 
and has served aboard USS Pittsburg, USS 
Dallas, USS La Jolla. He is from Voorheesville, 
NY. He and his wife Rachelle and sons 
Clarence, Regan and Lincoln reside in 
Silverdale, WA.

Council Board Member Kevin Torocolini’s 
adopted units committee reached out to add 
Navy JROTC, Naples, Italy to our supported 
NJROTC Units. Naples Middle High School Senior 
Naval Science Instructor Chris Story, LCDR USN 
(retired) responded with the nomination of an 
outstanding cadet, C/PO1 Jazlyn Ballman, to 
receive the Navy League Theodore Roosevelt 
Youth Medal. 

"I would like to thank you for considering and 
awarding me the Navy League Youth Medal! I 
appreciate the recognition for my hard work, and I will 
use this award to motivate me to do even better in the future.

Very Respectfully,

C/PO1 Jazlyn Ballman
Naples, Italy NJROTC

NJROTC Naples, Italy 



6

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
 Activities and Tours
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We are still in the dark about when we might get back into tours.  Our fantastic Tour 
Coordinator, Kristina Younger, has been working to keep tours on the books so we 
are ready when tours are again possible.  Still, the pandemic continues to be a factor.  
Neither the Navy League nor our military hosts are thrilled with conducting live tours. 
We are therefore suspending all tours until 2021.  As the new year gets closer, we will 
reevaluate our options.  In the mean time, consider the virtual meeting described 
below.
Our Board of Directors continue to meet online on the first Wednesday of each 
month.  The next meeting is August 5th.

In conjunction with virtual Fleet Week in Seattle, Rear Admiral John Okon will share with us the 
Navy's employment of unmanned systems under, on, and over the seas around the world plus 
key opportunities for partnerships with industry and academia to accelerate knowledge of the 
maritime environment.

Rear Admiral John A. Okon, Commander, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command and 
Oceanographer of the Navy, leads a community of 2,500+ uniformed and civilian professionals 
deployed around the globe in the application of knowledge of physical environment to warfare, from the 
bottom of the ocean to the stars, to ensure that the U.S. Navy has the freedom of action to deter 
aggression, maintain freedom of the seas, and win wars. As the Navy's leader in unmanned 
underwater systems, they have operated Unmanned Underwater Vehicles (UUVs) for over two 
decades - collecting physical oceanography and surveying 58,000+ miles of ocean, enough to circle 
the Earth twice. Rear Admiral Okon is excited to share with the AUVSI Cascade Chapter how Naval 
Oceanography effectively and efficiently conducts their mission through the use of unmanned 
technology and their initiatives to rapidly integrate innovative approaches from industry and academia 
into their operations.

Rear Admiral John A. Okon , Commander, Naval Meteorology and Oceanography Command, 
Oceanographer and Navigator of the Navy

As the Commander of the Navy's Meteorology and Oceanog-raphy Command (METOC), based out of 
the Stennis Space Center in Mississippi Rear Admiral Okon, is in charge of an incredibly diverse 
scientific mission, and one of the Navy Commands that has the highest percentage of civilian 
engineers and scientists. His command also happens to be in charge of the most significant number of 
remotely operated vehicles in the United States Navy, being used to conduct fleet surveying and 
oceanographic missions.

There is a fee.  Register at:
https://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/eventReg?
oeidk=a07eh79hcl1b791cd7a&oseq=&c=&ch=&utm_source=Navy+Unmanned+Syst
ems&utm_campaign=Seattle+Seafair+Unmanned+Systems&utm_medium=email

Unmanned Systems in the United States Navy
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President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
Larry Salter*

Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger

*Past Presidents

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor
USCGC Active WMEC-618

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets
Naples, Italy NJROTC

The Bremerton Navy League is 
looking for volunteers to help 
continue our award winning success 
connecting the Sea Services with the 
West Sound Community.  Roles range 
from occasional activities such as 
event coordination, to newsletter 
editor to letter writer, to units and 
awards support, to ongoing roles.  
We are now seeking persons to help 
with Adopted Unit Liaison Support. 
To learn more email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

New & Returning Members 

Tracey Bishop
Jaymi Black
Kenneth Black
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Robert Cairns
Walter Draper
Diane Dixson
Richard Dixson
Debbie Doll
Michael Gorokin
Stephen Grether
Amber Hamilton
Rex Hankins
George Holden
John Howry

Bill Johnson
Gary Johnson
Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Marc Mitchell
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Kerri Selby
Rokki Staub
Megan Stiles
Melissa Tay
Amy Wentworth
Deborah Wilson
Rep Jesse Young
Michelle Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org
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