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Prez Sez: 

A Cautionary Tale
 The COVID-19 situation brought two 

unexpected casualties to the U.S. Navy.  

The first involved the CO of the USS 

Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71), Captain 

Brett Crozier, being relieved of command 

for how he went about requesting help for a 

COVID 19 outbreak on his ship.  The 

second was the forced resignation of 

Thomas Modly, Acting Secretary of the 

Navy (SECNAV), for remarks he made in 

person to the crew of the Roosevelt about 

CAPT Crozier’s actions. 

 According to published reports, the 

Captain was relieved for communicating his 

concerns in a way that went outside the 

chain of command, which also resulted in 

his assessment of the ship’s operational 

readiness going public.  Either of these types 

of allegations are known to make the top 

brass unhappy.   

 It is not appropriate for me to comment 

on the Navy’s opinion of CAPT Crozier’s 

fitness for command, especially since a 

thorough review by the most senior people 

in the Navy is underway.  It is clear that he 

was highly concerned that the virus could 

spread throughout the ship like wildfire.  

Obviously, close quarters and operational 

realties aboard an aircraft carrier make 

“social distancing” an academic subject as a 

prevention method.  One doesn’t have to be 

a medical expert to appreciate why the CO 

believed time was of the essence.  So, the 

question seems to be did he over-react in 

general, and most particularly by 

communicating his concerns the way he did?   

 As for Mr. Modley, he believed he had 

good reasons to remove Crozier from 

command for the reasons already outlined.  

However, an argument can be made that he 

over-reacted to the situation by going aboard 

the Roosevelt in Guam and publicly 

condemning Crozier while explaining why 

Crozier was relieved.  As my mother used to 

say, this went over like a “lead balloon.”  

The next day Modley was asked to resign.   

So, the moral of the story seems to be to 

choose your words and actions carefully 

when expressing concerns or opinions 

publicly.  Speaking from experience, it pays 

to be diplomatic when going “public” and 

not let frustration just make matters worse.   

This is why all Navy Leaguers should 

always be careful of how our words or 

actions could reflect on our organization.   

Once again, stay calm and carry on! 
 

.Ivan Urnovitz  
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Tours & Events 
The COVID-19 situation means that there won’t be any tours for a while.  The 

tours shown below have officially been cancelled or postponed.  You will be kept 

informed through our monthly newsletter or by e-mail and/or letters as new information 

comes available.   
 

 

USCGC Healy (WAGB-20), Vessel Traffic Center, and USCG 

Museum tour.  Healy is the newest and most technologically 

advanced icebreaker operated by the U.S.   

 

 

Trident Training Facility and tour of a nuclear ballistic 

missile submarine at Bangor Sub Base.  Security is an important 

issue on this tour.  Participants must be U.S. citizens.    
 

 

LIGO tour at Hanford.  The Laser Interferometer Gravitational-

Wave Observatory (LIGO) is a large-scale physics research 

facility.   

 

When the pandemic restrictions are lifted there are some possible local tours we will 

look into.  There are several aerospace related manufacturing plants in our area that 

supply the military, as well as civilian markets.  Visiting these facilities should prove 

interesting and informative.  More on this when the time is ripe.   

Please call Bernie at (509) 710-0760 if you have an interest in any of the tours 
shown above so he can get you on the list should they proceed.  He will send 
you a base access form to complete when necessary.  If there is enough interest in an 
out-of-town tour, we can help coordinate travel and lodging for a group going over.   

As always, special thanks to the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council which 

allows us to join their tours.  Particular thanks to Tom Zwolfer and Kristina Younger 

who make the arrangements.     

 

Community Affiliate Member 

Wm. Winkler Company 
5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with the 

Lilac Festival/Armed Forces Parade and Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community! 

https://bremolympicnlus.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/uscgc-healy.jpg
https://bremolympicnlus.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/uss-louisiana.jpg
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Sea Cadet Report 
LTJG David Koski, CO, via Facebook and Ivan Urnovitz 

They are still doing some preparations for the STEM robotic programs.  However, the NOSC 

can’t allow visitors and large gatherings are prohibited, so still no drills at this time.  Looking 

forward to the rescheduled Lilac Festival/Armed Forces Parade, now set for 25 July.    

 

Navy League News 
 The annual Sea-Air-Space Expo, scheduled for early April, has been cancelled.  This 

event provides a significant portion of the annual operating budget, so this is a financial hit on 

our organization.  The organizer shifted to a virtual format to conduct talks and some other 

programs to salvage the situation.  Revamping a large event on the fly is a daunting task, and 

all those at Navy League HQ involved in this effort deserve our respect and thanks!  

The Navy League Show Us Your Teddy Pride contest to celebrate Teddy Roosevelt 

has been postponed, since council gatherings are on hold.   

The Navy League Annual Meeting scheduled for 24-27 June in Scottsdale, 

Arizona is still on as of this writing, but our National leadership is closely monitoring 

the situation.  Like everyone else, they will wait and see how things look in a few weeks.   
 

The Regional Nominating Committee has selected candidates to fill National and 

local positions.  Our own Ted McGregor was nominated for a fourth term as the 

Greater Northwest Area President.  Ted’s dedication is greatly appreciated by us.   
 

The Navy continues to do its best to address concerns about new and existing 

activities on the Olympic Peninsula and Whidbey Island.  For example, they will 

establish 10 additional noise monitoring stations in the Oak Harbor area.  This will allow 

the collection of objective data and monitor noise trends to help minimize impacts to the 

local community.   

The Navy is also in the process of renewing permits with the Washington State 

Parks so special forces training may continue on the north shore of the Olympic 

Peninsula.  Public comments are being taken and Navy League members are 

encouraged to show support for the renewals.  There is a strong anti-military faction in 

that part of the state and their supporters have a well-organized letter writing campaign 

asking that the renewals be denied.  Their appeals are largely based on emotion and 

philosophical issues rather than documented problems from past training activities.  We 

must counter this campaign by using facts and emphasizing the need for military training 

in realistic settings.  For example, the Parks Department states on their website that there 

are no reports of conflicts with park visitors from the training to date.  They also list what 

the Navy is doing to avoid potential problems.  To submit comments,  please go to 

https://www.parks.state.wa.us/1168/Navy-training-proposal.  It has a simple and easy 

to use comment form and useful background information.  Your remarks do not have to 

be lengthy or highly detailed to be effective.  Thank you for taking the time to do this, 

and do not hesitate to call Ivan Urnovitz at (509) 710-0545 if you have questions.   

https://www.parks.state.wa.us/1168/Navy-training-proposal
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MUSEUM UPDATE 
 

 Everything is still on hold for the duration.  However, we will present a few photos of 

our collection that we took for inventory purposes.  That means the lighting, camera 

angles, and backgrounds are not as nice as when items are staged properly.  Nonetheless, 

we think you will still enjoy them and it lays the groundwork for our “virtual museum.” 

Above: This is a classic WWII era suitcase used by 

a USN officer.  It has an iconic pin-up and features 

the names of all the places this person was based 

during the war.  The feeling and spirit of the time is 

certainly captured in this unique item.   

 

Right: During WWII the USN adopted the grey 

uniform starting in April 1943.  Ostensibly issued to 

provide some tactical camouflage for officers while 

topside during enemy attacks, it was inspired by a 

suggestion for a new grey uniform by the wife of 
Fleet Admiral of the US Navy Ernest J. King.  It did not 

find widespread use in the Pacific Theatre due to 

logistics of supply, plus the fleet admirals in charge 

didn’t like it.  They preferred the khaki uniform that had 

been introduced early in 1941.     
 It is interesting that while the war was going full 

blast that the senior leaders of the USN showed so 

much concern over what amounted to fashion issues.  
The grey uniform was phased out in 1949. 
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Left: This engine room telegraph was 

used to order speed changes from the 

bridge to the sailors working below.  

This type of telegraph could be found 

on WWII destroyers, among other USN 

ships.  It is possible that this same type 

of telegraph was found aboard the USS 

Spokane (CLA-120).  After the order is 

received in the engine room 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Right: Of course, it is useful to know which 

direction your ship is heading and have the 

means to maintain your course.  This ship’s 

wheel and compass is typical of those found 

aboard USN ships during WWII.  The 

helmsman would be at this station and follow 

the orders given by the Captain or Officer of 

the Deck (OOD), for example.  It is customary 

that when a change of course order is given 

that the helmsman will repeat it back out loud 

to avoid misunderstandings.   
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Cruise Ship Navy 1, Venezuelan Navy 0 
 

In a somewhat bizarre incident, a cruise ship built in Finland for Arctic service sank a 

Venezuelan patrol vessel during an altercation off the island of Tortuga in the Caribbean 

Sea on 30 March 2020.  The Venezuelan ship, the ANBV Naiguatá (GC-23), fired on and 

then collided with the cruise ship RCGS Resolute.  The captain of the Naiguatá was 

trying to force the cruise ship to change its heading and divert to a Venezuelan port.  

Allegedly, the Resolute had strayed into Venezuelan territorial waters and local officials 
said after the sinking that they cannot rule out that Resolute was "was transporting 
mercenaries to attack military bases in Venezuela."  Fortunately, all 44 crew members 
of the Naiguatá were rescued, and there is no evidence of mercenaries on the Resolute. 

What the captain of the patrol vessel didn’t know was that the Resolute had an 
armored hull to survive travel in Arctic ice fields.  After striking the cruise ship several 
times at about a 135 degree angle on the starboard side, Naiguatá began to take on water 

because the bulbous bow of the Resolute had punched holes below the waterline, much 

like ram bows in days of yore.   

Left: Photo of 

the Naiguatá, 

which was a 

262 foot long, 

1,435 ton 

coastal patrol 

vessel with a 76 

mm cannon.  

 

 

 

Right: The 

Resolute, an 

unarmed cruise 

ship about 400 

feet long and 

displacing 8,445 

tons.  

 

 The lesson for everyone is don’t mess with Finland.  During the Winter War of 

1939-1940 the Finns held off a vastly superior force of Russians.  The Finns had about 

300,000 soldiers and the Russians about twice that many.  In equipment, the Finns had 32 

tanks and 114 aircraft versus the approximately 3,000 Russian tanks and 3,800 aircraft.  

When the war was over the Finns had lost 30 tanks, 62 aircraft, and had 70,000 total 

casualties.  The Russians on the other hand lost about 2,000 tanks, over 300 aircraft, and 

had 325,000 casualties.  With that kind of heritage behind its design and construction, it’s 

no wonder the Finnish built cruise ship could so easily shrug off the Venezuelan patrol 

boat in a one on one contest.  It brings to mind Wile E. Coyote versus the Road Runner. 

https://www.losbarcosdeeugenio.com/barcos/es/ve/arbv_GC23.html
https://www.marinetraffic.com/en/ais/details/ships/shipid:370230/mmsi:255806208/imo:9000168/vessel:RCGS_RESOLUTE
https://www.losbarcosdeeugenio.com/barcos/es/ve/arbv_GC23.html
https://www.losbarcosdeeugenio.com/barcos/es/ve/arbv_GC23.html
https://www.losbarcosdeeugenio.com/barcos/es/ve/arbv_GC23.html
https://www.losbarcosdeeugenio.com/barcos/es/ve/arbv_GC23.html


7 
 

Navy League of the United States 
Spokane Council 

PO Box 18509 
Spokane, WA  99228-8509 

 
 

2020 MEMBER DUES NOTICE 
 

$10.00 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Spokane Navy League: 
 

The amount of the annual dues remains at $10 per member, as it has been for many 

years.  Most Navy League Councils have annual dues that are $20 or higher, so our 

council remains a real bargain.  Please submit your dues for the year of 2020 at this 

time.  This will save us the time and money of having to mail renewal letters.   
 

Payment can either be done by mailing a check 

made out to Spokane Navy League to the following 

address: 
 

               NLUS Spokane Council 

                 Post Office Box 18509 

                 Spokane, WA  99228 
 

These dues help meet the obligations the Council 

has assumed over the years, such as the support we 

provide to the Sea Cadets program, the 

presentation of the Spokane Trophy, recognizing 

the achievements of sailors of our Naval Reserve 

community, and supporting the Navy Operational 

Support Center (NOSC). 
 

Hearty thanks to the following members that have 

already paid: 

Ronald Berg  

Gerald Frye  

Dwayne Harney 

Ronald Herriges  

Carol Hipperson  

Hazel Hoeft  

Donald Holmes  

Bernie Korth  

David Lucke  

Martin + Linda Marler 

Ted McGregor  

Mike Noyes  

Jerilynn Pitts  

Clarence Rabideau 

Tom Schmelzer  

S J Taylor  

Ivan Urnovitz  

Steve Waylett  

Mike + Marilyn Webb 

Ray Williams,  

Wilho Williams 

Neal Winkler (with 

Wm. Winkler Co.). 
 

Your Spokane Navy League Board of Directors 
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
P.O. Box 18509 

         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES - 2020 
 

Next Council Meeting (May)   CANCELLED  

Navy League Annual Meeting   POSTPONED to early Fall  

Next Board Meeting         18 August (tentative)  

Nothing else will be scheduled until health restrictions are lifted. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 
Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 

June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 
varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  

 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

under 70.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

