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Navy League of the United States 
Spokane Council 

 

Inland Northwest 

SCUTTLEBUTT 
Ivan Urnovitz, Editor 

2020 Volume, Issue 4 – April 
                                Spokane Trophy 

Prez Sez: 

Keep Calm and Carry On
 With COVID-19 lurking about, I have 

decided to cancel the meeting scheduled 

for 7 April.  First, all the restaurants have 

been closed, and no one knows for sure 

when they will reopen.  So, there may not be 

any place to meet.  Second, pretty much 

our whole council is in the 

“at risk” group, so why 

take chances.   

Let’s hope the situation 

improves before May rolls 

around or that meeting will 

be on the chopping block 

too.  The National Navy  

League organization has 

already cancelled all events 

though 8 May and has 

suggested that local 

councils do the same.  I am 

going to wait to see how 

things develop locally 

before making the call.  

 The ripple effect of all 

this is likely to impact the planned tours and 

even our participation in the Lilac/Armed 

Forces Day Parade on 16 May.  Of course, 

none of these things has been cancelled 

yet, but the uncertainty is there.   

This brings me to my next point.  As 

President Franklin D. Roosevelt said, “The 

only thing we have to fear is fear itself.”  

This is not meant to under-estimate the viral 

threat, which is as real as the Nazi bombers 

that dropped bombs on London.  But what 

family needs 150 rolls of toilet paper to get 

through this?  The only reason there are 

shortages of anything right 

now is due to panic buying.  

Getting an extra one or two 

of certain things, like hand 

sanitizer, may be prudent, 

but five, ten, or more, 

actually creates problems 

our society doesn’t need at 

this time.   

So, let’s make sure none 

of us are adding to the chaos 

and offer reassurance to 

nervous friends and 

neighbors (over the phone, 

or by e-mail, of course!).  

Getting through this will be 

easier if we don’t create 

problems for ourselves as a society.   

 My best wishes to all our council 

members and hope all of us and our 

families are spared from this illness.   
 

.Ivan Urnovitz  
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Tours & Events 
The COVID-19 situation means that there probably won’t be any tours for a 

while.  The tours shown below have not officially been cancelled, but it is not looking 

good, especially for the USCGC Healy visit.  You will be kept informed through our 

monthly newsletter or by e-mail and/or letters as new information comes available.   
 

 

20 April (Monday), USCGC Healy (WAGB-20), 

Vessel Traffic Center, and USCG Museum tour.  

Healy is the newest and most technologically advanced 

icebreaker operated by the U.S.  The day starts in Seattle 

at 10:30 at the traffic center and we move on to the Healy 

at 13:00 

 

 

14 May (Thursday), Trident Training Facility and 

tour of a nuclear ballistic missile submarine at 

Bangor Sub Base.  Security is an important issue on 

this tour.  Participants must be U.S. citizens.  NOTE: 

The tour is capped at 40 people.  Pre-screening 

paperwork is due no later than 1 May.  You must be 

able to climb a 20 foot ladder to go aboard the sub.   
 

 

25 June (requested date), 

LIGO tour at Hanford.  The 

Laser Interferometer 

Gravitational-Wave 

Observatory (LIGO) is a large-

scale physics research and 

observatory to detect cosmic 

gravitational waves (ripples in 

the fabric of space-time) as an 

astronomical tool.  Note: This could be an opportunity to do the Hanford Reactor “B” 

tour at the same time. 

In case the tours proceed, please call Bernie at (509) 710-0760 if you have an 
interest so he can get you on the list.  He will send you a base access form to 
complete when necessary.  If there is enough interest in an out-of-town tour, we can 
help coordinate travel and lodging for a group going over.   

Special thanks to the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council which allows us to 

join their tours.  Particular thanks to Tom Zwolfer and Kristina Younger who make 

the arrangements, and have to deal with unexpected events, like pandemics.   

https://bremolympicnlus.files.wordpress.com/2013/08/uscgc-healy.jpg
https://bremolympicnlus.files.wordpress.com/2013/04/uss-louisiana.jpg
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Community Affiliate Member 

Wm. Winkler Company 
5516 N. Starr Road 

Newman Lake, WA 99025 

       Phone: (509) 489-6100 

Led by Brian Winkler, these folks do a lot to support our community.  They work with the 

Lilac Festival/Armed Forces Parade, Seabee Veterans of America Island 6 here in Spokane.   

Thank you for supporting the Navy League and our community! 

 

Sea Cadet Report 
LTJG David Koski, CO, via Facebook and Ivan Urnovitz 

They are still doing some preparations for the STEM robotic programs.  However, the NOSC 

can’t allow visitors and large gatherings are verboten, so no drills at this time.     

 

Navy League News 
 The annual Sea-Air-Space Expo, scheduled for early April, has been cancelled.    This 

event provides a significant portion of the annual operating budget, so this is a financial hit on 

our organization.  It is possible that some National Navy League programs could be affected.   

The Navy League Show Us Your Teddy Pride contest to celebrate Teddy Roosevelt 

has been postponed, since council gatherings are on hold.   

The Annual Meeting is still on, but our National leadership is closely monitoring the 

situation.  Like everyone else, they will wait and see how things look in a few weeks.   
 

The Regional Nominating Committee has put out a final call for candidates to fill 

National and local positions.  If any members have a recommendation for any of these 

positions please contact Ivan Urnovitz soon.  It appears that Ted McGregor will be 

nominated for a fourth term as the Greater Northwest Area President.  Ted’s 

dedication is greatly appreciated by the regional leadership.   

 

NOSC UPDATE 
 President Ivan Urnovitz recently spoke on the phone with the Navy Operational 

Support Center (NOSC) CO, Commander Patrick Lambert.  Of course, he is very busy 

dealing with COVID-19 issues, which means no visitors to his facility for the time being.   

 CDR Lambert was briefed on our relationship with the NOSC.  He wants to continue 

the current activities and is open to finding more ways to work together.  Ivan suggested 

the Navy League could provide some additional support to spouses of deployed 

reservists.  We also expect to work more directly with the MWR crew to share basic 

information after the CO has signed-off on an idea.  The discussion was very positive. 
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MUSEUM UPDATE 
 

 Our colleagues at the Honor Point museum continue their quest for a new home.  

They are following up on leads, but nothing firm yet.  Using Building 100 near the airport 

as a museum building is off the table as the Community College is not comfortable with 

having the building open to the public.  It does need some work and that may be their 

primary concern.  A lease extension is still being pursued.  

 Mike Webb and Ivan have been sorting our artifacts and looking for venues to display 

some of our items.  Besides Jerry Turner’s building, we have recently been in contact 

with the Save the Tower/Pasco Aviation Museum group in Pasco.  The airport there 

had been used by the Navy during WWII as NAS Pasco and the old control tower is 

being refurbished for use as a museum.  They held several successful events last year (see 

below).  There is an interest in working with us, but the COVID-19 restrictions mean 

further discussions will have to wait for a while. 

 In any event, when the museum reopens this could be a great tour for us.  It would 

be even better if such a visit could be scheduled when they had an aviation event as 

shown in the photos.  It is worth noting that the DC-3 in the photo above is owned by 

Historic Flight, which recently opened a museum at Felts Field.  The DC-3, now in 

Pan American Air system colors, started life as a C-47 cargo plane used by the U.S. 

Army.  It is currently on display here in Spokane.    
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Navy League of the United States 
Spokane Council 

PO Box 18509 
Spokane, WA  99228-8509 

 

 

2020 MEMBER DUES NOTICE 
 

$10.00 
 

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Spokane Navy League: 
 

The amount of the annual dues remains at $10 per member, as it has been 

for many years.  Most Navy League Councils have annual dues that are 

$20 or higher, so our council remains a real bargain.  Please submit your 

dues for the year of 2020 at this time.  This will save us the time and 

money of having to mail renewal letters.   
 

Payment can either be done by mailing a 

check made out to Spokane Navy League to 

the following address: 
 

                 NLUS Spokane Council 

                 Post Office Box 18509 

                 Spokane, WA  99228 
 

These dues help meet the obligations the 

Council has assumed over the years, such as 

the support we provide to the Sea Cadets 

program, the presentation of the Spokane 

Trophy, recognizing the achievements of 

sailors of our Naval Reserve community, 

and supporting the Navy Operational 

Support Center (NOSC). 
 

Thanks to everyone that has already paid! 
 

Your Spokane Navy League Board of Directors 
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SPOKANE COUNCIL CONTACTS 
 

Council e-mail:    spokanenavyleague@outlook.com 

Mailing address:   Spokane Navy League 
P.O. Box 18509 

         Spokane WA 99228-8509 

President/Editor Ivan Urnovitz:  (509) 710-0545 

Senior VP Bernie Korth:      (509) 710-0760 
 

 

UPCOMING DATES - 2020 
 

Sea-Air-Space Expo        CANCELLED  

Next Council Meeting (April)   CANCELLED  

Next Board Meeting (April)    CANCELLED 

Nothing will be scheduled until health restrictions are lifted. 

REMINDER: There are no council meetings in February or March. 
Council Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month in January, April, May, 

June, September, October, and November.  The date for the September meeting 
varies as it is held at the Navy Operational Support Center (NOSC).  

 
 

NAVY LEAGUE RECRUITING 
Know any Navy veterans or people 

interested in the Navy or supporting the sea 

services?  Ask them to join the Navy League 

and become part of our Council.  Refer them to 

the national website at 

http://navyleague.org/membership/ or call 

Hazel Hoeft, Secretary, at (425) 275-1474.  

Have them list Spokane as their preferred 

council.   

As the WWII and Korean War generation 

passed from the scene, our numbers shrank 

from a high of over 230 to our present level of 

under 70.  While we have been holding steady 

for a few years, our council needs to grow to 

meet future needs.  Help bring in some new 

faces and fresh blood by recruiting a new 

member.   

Let’s keep the Navy League strong! 

mailto:spokanenavyleague@outlook.com
http://navyleague.org/membership/

