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Support to those that support us
AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Bremerton Historic Ships Association
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Veterans United Home Loans
Let these organizations know 
you are aware of and appreciate 
their support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

March 10 Luncheon Speaker
RDML Fred Pyle, Commander,

Carrier Strike Goup 3

Rear Admiral. Fred Pyle is a 
native of McAlisterville, 
Pennsylvania.  He is a 1990 
graduate of Pennsylvania State 
University.
At sea he served as fire control 
officer and first lieutenant 
aboard USS South Carolina 
(CGN 37); flag lieutenant with 
Cruiser Destroyer Group 2; 
operations officer onboard USS 
Porter (DDG 78) and USS Lake Champlain (CG 57); 
executive officer onboard USS Porter; commanding 
officer onboard USS Winston S. Churchill (DDG 81) 
and commodore of Destroyer Squadron 2.  During 
his at-sea tours, he made numerous deployments 
to the European, Central and Pacific command areas 
of operation.
Ashore, Pyle attended the Naval Post Graduate 
School and the Industrial College of the Armed 
Forces.  He served as a budget analyst in the Office 
of Budget on the Secretary of the Navy staff, as flag 
secretary, U.S. Joint Forces Command; as the 
budget branch head Surface Warfare Directorate on 
the Navy staff and as executive assistant to the 
Deputy Chief of Naval Operations for integration of 
capabilities and resources.
As a flag officer, he served as deputy director of 
Plans, Policy and Strategy (J5/8), U.S. European 
Command, Stuttgart, Germany.

Our social hour begins at 11AM with the meeting 
starting at 11:45 in the Bangor Conference Center, 
Trident Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap, Bangor.  For 
lunch registration, please call Realty Station at 360 
377-5699 as soon as possible.
For members without base access, processing can 
take some days. We will take that job on if you call.  
When registering provide your name as it appears 
on your Driver's License and date and city of 
birth. Members without an Enhanced Driver's 
license must have a base escort.

Help Our Council
State workers can donate to our Navy 
League Council via the State Combined Fund 
Drive, using CFD # 1137270
Our Council also participates in Amazon 
Smile Program.
Logon to Smile.Amazon.Com and choose 
Navy League of The United States 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to our 
Council.

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

George Holden Kenneth Black
John Howry
Rokki Staub

New Members
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President's Corner
Dave Ellingson
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From the President…

Relentless.  Definition:  More than 42 straight days of rain and flooding.  I don’t 
know about you, but this winter weather thing we have going on is getting a little 
old!   I mean, snow, hail, slippery roads and temperatures cold enough to see 
your breath are putting damper on our outdoor activities.  I think we had 
measurable rain every day in January.  Let us hope that spring and summer 
weather will soon be here.

Be sure to mark your calendars for our next monthly luncheon – March 10th at 
the Trident Ballroom on Naval Base Kitsap Bangor.  Our luncheon speaker will 
be Rear Admiral Fred Pyle, Commander, Carrier Strike Group Three.  Be sure to 
check the events calendar on our web site for the latest information on upcoming events and tours available to Navy 
League members.

I also want to welcome our newest members of our Navy League council – 19 in all.  Welcome!  I trust this will just be 
the beginning of a long, fruitful relationship. Thanks also go out to our continuing Community Affiliates.  Your 
partnership with us is absolutely critical to our mutual success.

I am amazed at the exceptional organization we are all part of. Every aspect of the organization is postured for 
greatness. It’s this dedication to ongoing innovation and collaboration that unites us as Navy League members and 
makes me so proud to be a part of our council. Here are some thoughts to consider:

Strategic Plan – At the last Board off-site, I intended to work on updating our strategic plan. That turned out to be too 
much for a single meeting, so we did not meet my intended goals. For most of you, this plan may not be very 
interesting but, the primary purpose of strategic plans is to clearly articulate the mission and vision of the organization 
and map a strategy for the future. That is where the real value comes in.  It is easy to get distracted from our mission 
and divert resources to seemingly good causes that do not align with our goals and objectives when it is best to say 
no. Everything we do as an organization should be connected to our strategic plan. In so doing, we  focus on what is 
really important and ensure our time and resources are invested in the right things. My plan for future board meetings 
is to work on smaller sections of the strategic plan to a comprehensive plan to guide the organization. Stay tuned.

Give Us Your Best Shot – I would like to create a new library to list best practices from your business experience,  
on other boards and committees, and personal Navy League experience.  Each of us has found new or improved 
ways of doing business that could be a valuable resource. By sharing our best practices, we will be able to browse 
ideas that have worked well and perhaps apply them to improve our own business practice.  By sharing great ideas, 
we make everyone better and the Navy League as a whole benefits.  So, let’s hear it from you.  It would be nice to 
have a national database of best practices from other Navy League councils, but lacking that, we can develop one 
here locally.  Send me summaries of your best practices that you think might work for us.

Thank you again for the opportunity to serve you as president and it is an even greater privilege to do so with the 
leadership of our Board of Directors and our volunteers serving on committees. Because of our collective efforts, our 
membership will grow, our outreach will multiply and service to our members will be improved.  We must always 
remember; however, the presidency or board position must never be about the person who is in any of these 
positions — it is, however, about us serving our organization to the best of our abilities and inspiring all of us to fulfill 
its mission. During this year, I would like very much to meet and talk with as many of you as possible about how we 
will work together to achieve our mission to better serve our communities and to apply best practices to improve our 
individual and collective effectiveness. Together, we can set our sights on an even brighter future.

This is my first President’s Message for our Navy League newsletter.  I would like to end this article and future articles 
with a traditional Navy ending when a message is sent:  “BT.”  BT is short for “Break Transmission”, ready to receive.  
So, the above “message” is transmitted to you and I am ready to receive.  If you have any comments, suggestions or 
ideas we can use to make our council better, please let me know.

BT
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DASO 30 Trip Report

Submitted by:  David Ellingson, President, Navy League BOPC

I just returned from a trip to San Diego to observe the launch of a Trident 2 D5 missile from the USS Maine (SSBN 
641) during the ship’s Demonstration and Shakedown Operation (DASO).  The first picture is a file photo of the USNS 
Waters (the launch area support ship that I embarked to observe the launch) and a missile launch in the background, 
the second photo is the USS Maine venting ballast tanks in preparation to submerge the submarine, and the photo is 
the actual launch of the D5 missile from the USS Maine.  Everything performed perfectly and the USS Maine certainly 
demonstrated their professionalism and expertise.

The D5 missile was configured with MK5 reentry bodies and instrumentation to evaluate flight performance 
throughout the launch, powered flight and reentry phases of the missile.  This was a long-range test and the missile 
attained an altitude five times higher than the International Space Station orbiting the earth (Approximately 1250 
miles).  Attached is a graphical depiction of the DASO 30 flight test mission.  With this DASO, Trident 2 D5 missiles 
have achieved a record 177 successful flights.  

The day’s events went something like this:
We boarded buses VERY early and were taken to Point Loma to embark the USNS Waters.  After departing 

Point Loma, we were offered a continental breakfast and a safety brief was given.  We put on life vests and were 
escorted to the lifeboats which would be used in case of an emergency.  
We were given a tour and briefing in the navigation space of the ship where the same navigation equipment used on 
SSBNs is used to evaluate overall performance of any new technologies for potential SSBN applications.  There were 
some consoles in the navigation space that were being evaluated for use on the new Columbia Class SSBN.
During the transit to the launch area, we were given three overviews on the following subjects:  DASO operations, 
Submarines, and Nuclear Deterrence.  
It was then time for lunch and we were given a choice of three delicious entrees.

Once we arrived at the launch point, the USS Maine was surfaced nearby.  We observed the submarine 
submerge and the countdown was started.  At about the T minus 10-minute mark, we assembled on the port side of 
the ship to view the launch.  And right on schedule, the missile broached the surface, the first stage rocket motor 
ignited, and the missile was on its way.  All indications were that this was a successful flight.

We then headed back to San Diego and during the transit, we were served an extensive barbeque dinner of 
beef kabobs, chicken, hamburgers, hot dogs, and multiple side dishes with ice cream cake for dessert.  Did I mention 
that we ate really well on this trip?

Also onboard the Launch Area Support Ship were two Royal Navy officers associated with the UK's Trident program 
and two U.S. Air Force captains who are trainers for Air Force Minuteman crews.  All four of these individuals will be 
at Naval Base Kitsap in May and we invited them to our Navy League luncheon.

USS Maine DASO
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February 11 Luncheon
Captain Shannon Johnson, CO Naval Hospital

Captain Johnson gave a great 
presentation and fielded some tough 
questions from a keenly interested 
audience.  
She talked about the state of the 
hospital and the many changes that 
have happened and some that may yet 
come.

Her command includes a clinic at Naval 
Air Station Whidbey Island, another at 
Naval Station, Everett and the Navys 
largest Clinic at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard.  

The responsibility for the Bremerton and many other Naval Hospitals has recently 
been moved to the Defense Health Agency (DHA). VIsible changes at the hospital are 
few. One of the most impactful is that now as CO of the hospital she has two bosses, 
the Navy and the DHA.  She is reswponsible to maintain combat support capability 
including the ability to surge to combat zones while still supporting the local demand.  
For example, with changes to the hospital capability, including the loss of an ER, she 
sends team members to hospitals that have ERs to maintain readiness in that skill set.  

Much of Naval Hospital Bremerton patient population is maternity.  They still maintain 
operating rooms as well but have a limited number of beds. 

Pictured are Captain Johnson with immediate past president Steve Westover, standing 
in for President Dave Ellingson as the host. 

We had a rare treat at our luncheon.  
World War II veteran and Ace Mike Wolf 
celebrated his 99th birthday with us.  Mr 
Wolf served on the USS Hornet and USS 
Enterprise in the war.  

A Special Visitor at our Luncheon
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Washington State Science Fair
I ask you, what are the best paper towels? Well, if you 
attended last year's Washington State Science and 
Engineering Fair (WSSEF), you'd know! Entrant Carissa 
Cummings' methodical scientific inquiry into the durability 
of household paper products started with the hypothesis 
that her mom was wasting money buying cheap paper 
towels.
"I wanted my mom to change brands," 
The Kitsap Lake Elementary student complained, adding 
that her mother had been buying a course, flimsy brand. 
The results supported her hypothesis, and she said her 
mom was persuaded enough to switch brands. Her project 
on reliability and value was also recognized with a first 
place award and a special award sponsored by BAE Systems.

Again this year, our Council is supporting initiatives in Science, Engineering, Technology, and Math 
(STEM) by sponsoring multiple awards at all grade levels at the WSSEF.  We are assembling a  judging 
team to help with general judging and to identify the Navy League award recipients.

Quick Facts about the fair (http://www.wssef.org/):
- 27-28 March, 2020 @ Bremerton High School
- Close to 1000 student entries and 150 teachers from across the state in attendance 
- Two nightly Awards Ceremonies
- Concurrent science film festival
- Feeds science fairs at the national and international levels

We are looking for volunteer judges. The fair is expecting close to 1000 student entries this year. We 
need judges in each of the four grade categories, plus two to concentrate on collecting input for our 
awards.   Being a judge is fun and rewarding and instills new hope in the future of science and our kids.  
One recent judge recalled, "The most rewarding part of the judging experience for me was listening to 
those young scientists excitedly tell you everything you could possibly want to know about their project 
like nothing else in the world mattered except science. But the most disappointing part was knowing there 
were so many fifth graders out there who were much smarter than me!"

Complimentary food and drinks provided the judges both days.  Navy League provides a polo shirt to 
wear to the fair and with pride for years afterwards.

If you're available one or both days and interested in being a judge for both days of the fair, as well as 
attending at least one prior training session*, you can make a positive contribution! There are now 21 
different science areas from which you can choose, as well as nine grade brackets, so you can either stay 
in your comfort zone, or let the students challenge you! 

We still need financial support. Your local Navy League Board has committed significant scholarship 
funds to the fair awards, but it will not be enough to cover all the costs of the sponsorship at a level 
necessary to fully leverage the visibility and branding this venue will offer us. The fair offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for outreach to youth and educators across the state. Extensive media coverage 
is anticipated. 

Please consider a special contribution to the Navy League to cover the costs of the sponsorship. Contact 
Kevin Torcolini at the luncheon or at at (360) 981-7637, or ktorcolini@wavecable.com, 

For information, to volunteer or to make a contribution, Contact Kevin Torcolini at the luncheon, at 
(360) 981-7637, or ktorcolini@wavecable.com, 
* The latest training session schedule can be found at https://wssef.org/judge-volunteer/.

http://www.wssef.org/
mailto:ktorcolini@wavecable.com
mailto:ktorcolini@wavecable.com
https://wssef.org/judge-volunteer/


Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
 Activities Calendar Including Tours

March
Mar 3 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM
Mar 6 USS Louisiana Change of Command CDR Sprague will be relieved by CDR 

Patterson.  NBK Bangor Chapel.  11AM
Mar 7 Military Appreciation Day, Kitsap Sun Pavilion. 11AM-3PM
Mar 10  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
Mar 13 Naval Region NW Change of Command Rear Adm. Gray will be relieved by 

Rear Adm. Barnett.  NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom. 10AM
Mar 17 USS Nimitz Tour.  There is plenty of room, but you must sign up.  
Mar 18 Naval Submarine Support Center Change of Command. CDR Wiest will be 

relieved by CDR Gillison.  Naval Undersea Museum Keyport Aud. 1:30 PM
Mar 27 National Vietnam War Veterans Day Commemoration.  Naval Undersea 

Museum, Keyport. 12PM  
Navy Region Northwest Chief of Staff CAPT. Alan Schrader and Naval Undersea 
Warfare Center Division, Keyport Commanding Officer CAPT. Jon Moretty will lead 
the program, to include a reading of the Presidential Proclamation commemorating 
the war, and the presentation of lapel pins to all Vietnam Veterans in attendance.

Mar 27-28 Washington State Science and Engineering Fair (WSSEF)  Bremerton HS 
Please volunteer to be a judge!!

April
Apr 8 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club 5PM Now meeting on Wednesdays
Apr 14  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
Apr 20 USCG Healy Icebreaker, Vessel traffic Center, & USCG Museum

The Coast Guard Cutter HEALY (WAGB - 20) is United States' newest and 
most technologically advanced polar icebreaker.

May
May 6 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM
May 12  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
May 14 Trident Training Facility & tour of a nuclear ballistic missile submarine – 

Bangor.  This tour fills up early so sign up early if you want to attend.  
Participants must be able to climb a 20 foot ladder to enter (and exit) the 
submarine.

Keep checking our web site (http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com) for additional 
tours and tour updates



 

Upcoming Tours

Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming tours are shown in the 
Council calendar online and on page 6 
of this newsletter.  For the most current 
information and to sign up for tours, go 
to our web page https://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ 
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President -David (Dave) Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas (Tom) Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
George Rose

Larry Salter*
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger
*Past President

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

We are looking for volunteers to 
help continue our success 
connecting the Sea Services with the 
West Sound Community.  In addition 
to Washington State Science Fair 
Judges (See page 5), opportunities 
range from occasional activities such 
as event coordination, to 
newsletter editor to letter writer, 
to units and awards support, to 
ongoing roles.  We are now seeking 
person to help with Adopted Unit 
Liaison Support. Come learn more at 
the next  Luncheon or email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

2020 New Members
Tracey Bishop
Kenneth Black
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Diane Dixon
Richard Dixon
Amber Hamilton
George Holden
John Howry
Wilber (Bill) Johnson

Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Rokki Staub
Megan Stiles
Melissa Taylor
Deborah Wilson
Michelle Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org
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