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AMI International
Bradley W Orser CPA
Bremerton Historic Ships Association
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Golf and Country Club
Kitsap Sun
McClouds Grill House
Navy Museums Northwest
Our Place Pub & Eatery
Raytheon IDS
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Veterans United Home Loans

Let these organizations know you 
are aware of and appreciate their 
support to Navy League.

Community Affiliates

February 11th Luncheon Speaker
CO, Naval Hospital, Bremerton  

Captain Shannon Johnson
Captain Johnson earned a 
Ph.D. in Clinical Psychology 
from Rosemead School of 
Psychology in La Mirada, 
California. She reported to 
Naval Medical Center San 
Diego (NMCSD) for her 
internship. Ten months into 
her post-internship 
assignment at Naval Hospital 
Bremerton, Johnson reported to the USS CARL 
VINSON (CVN 70), where she served as the battle 
group psychologist during two Western Pacific 
deployments. 

In 2004, she completed a post-doctoral fellowship 
at Harvard Medical School/Children’s Hospital 
Boston. In January 2007 she deployed with the 
U.S. Army 113th Combat Stress Company in 
Baghdad. She served a second tour in Iraq from 
August 2008 to March 2009, with the 1st Marine 
Logistics Group, In the fall of 2010, Captain 
Johnson reported to Naval Hospital Camp 
Pendleton (NHCP) and deployed to Afghanistan 
with the 2nd Marine Logistics Group.

In August 2019, she assumed command of Naval 
Hospital Bremerton, Washington.

Our social hour begins at 11AM with the meeting 
starting at 11:45 in the Bangor Conference Center, 
Trident Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap, Bangor.  For 
lunch registration, please call Realty Station at 360 
377-5699.
For members without base access, processing can 
take some days. We will take that job on if you 
call.  When registering provide your name as it 
appears on your Driver's License and date and city 
of birth. Members without an Enhanced Driver's 
license must have a base escort.

Help Our Council
State workers can donate to our Navy 
League Council via the State Combined 
Fund Drive, using CFD # 1137270
Our Council also participates in Amazon 
Smile Program.
Logon to Smile.Amazon.Com and choose 
Navy League of The United States 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council. 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of 
your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to 
our Council.

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Douglas Hallock

New Member
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President David Ellingson's Installation Dinner 
Speech
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I am humbled & honored to be given the opportunity to lead this great 
organization.  Thanks to Steve Westover for his capable leadership over 
the last two years.  During the past year, we have experienced many 
challenges in our efforts to support the world’s greatest Navy.  What can 
we do better?  How can we leverage technology and our resources more 
effectively?  I would like to touch on some of my expectations for this 
term as your president. 

Each President brings a focus, passion and energy to every organization. 
We need to bring our strengths together to become a more powerful force 
to not only enhance the effectiveness of the organization, but to make 
our council the best that it can be.  We need to focus on developing 
strategies to address the challenges and opportunities we all face and to 
make best use of the talent we have throughout our organization.

We will focus on a crisp articulation of what is possible and the path that will bring it to life. We know that it will 
be a significant yet exciting journey to become the kind of driving force for innovation and networking that we 
all know we can be.  Everything we have accomplished as an organization has prepared us for this time in our 
history. I believe we are ready to explore the kind of transformation that organizations undertake once in a 
generation to build a platform that will be a foundation for our growth for the next decade.  The 20’s will be an 
exciting time for all of us.

Collaboration and communication will be the key components necessary to make an even better organization 
than it is now. To harness the awesome power of our organization we need to enhance our platform to 
collaborate on strategies and communicate those plans so that we are all on the same page — working together 
to truly become ONE in every aspect. 

In keeping with the NL’s mission, legacy, and traditions, I will engage the NL Board in a series of discussions to 
determine how we can integrate our activities to achieve meaningful impact for you, the NL members and our 
Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard forces. This will translate into efforts to produce our Strategy.

Here is what lies ahead: As humans wandered out of caves, technology has been one key element that made that 
journey safer and easier. Whether it was the wheel, the boiler, the internal combustion engine or 
nanotechnology, technological advances have contributed significantly in making our world a better place. And 
as advances in technology constantly propel us yet again into a new, previously unimaginable change, we will 
need to welcome that change and adopt best practices that fit our mission to stretch our limited resources even 
farther. That being said, we have challenges on the technology front.  Most of it involves NL Headquarters and it 
has made our job that much harder.  Joe Hulsey is leading this.

We need to be as efficient as possible in managing our resources responsibly. Therefore, I will focus our Board 
direction to strategically integrate our efforts, thereby allowing the NL to have a more meaningful impact for our 
members, and our adopted units. And by looking both to our past as well as to the future we hope to achieve, 
here are my initial thoughts:  These are my strategic initiatives and goals:

“Our council will enhance its relevance and impact to the Navy by being the leader in advancing best practices 
throughout our organization."  Here are key strategy elements:

Leadership. Our council is well-known for quality and effective representation. We must continue to leverage 
these talents and ideas enhance our value as an enabler, leader and partner. We will evaluate new opportunies 
with the objective of delivering first class support to the Navy and our membership. 

Technology. Technology directly influences how we deliver service to our membership and the Navy.  As 
mentioned earlier, we have challenges that are affecting our mission and we will need to continue to monitor 
and adjust our approach accordingly. 
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Marketing. Our council already has programs that provide relevant content on a range of topics. Alan Beam is 
our web master and so much more. We will continue to review how the media supports our mission and 
determine if what we do needs to be strengthened, expanded and diversified.

Collaboration. Our council is not alone in trying to change our programs for the better. And we certainly 
understand the importance of collaboration. Limited resources can constrain us, but common goals can 
strengthen us.  The depth of expertise and commitment on our NL Board is one of our greatest strengths.  

Tours.  As part of our collaboration effort, our Navy League tours are an effective way to gain insight into the 
challenges facing the Navy and our industry partners.  Kristina Younger leads this effort.  

Community Partners.  Partnership with our Community Affiliates is a critical component of our success.  They 
support us because they believe in our mission.  We need to promote their sponsorship through appropriate 
avenues to support their business endeavors. We must also reach out to new and former Community Affiliates to 
gain their support.  Bob Battin will be this.

Gala.  The Navy League gala and Armed Forces week celebrations are highlights of our May activities.  We do a 
first-class job of showcasing our Navy, Marine Corps and Coast Guard commands, and the sponsors who 
support the gala.  We will all support Larry Salter to make the event memorable.  

Adopted Units.  Awareness of the needs and support to our adopted units will help us better plan for their 
support.  Kevin Torcolini is leading this effort. 

Youth programs and STEM.  These are bedrock elements of every Navy League council.  Key initiatives to 
support the Junior ROTC Units and Sea Cadets will be a primary focus.  We will continue to support the 
Washington State Science Fair and explore other opportunities to support STEM initiatives in Kitsap County.  
Kevin Torcolini and Ron Kirkland are leading these efforts.

Sound Fiscal Management.  Make each dollar go farther and be accountable for resources entrusted to us.  
Ensure we continue to be included in the Washington State Combined Fund Drive so that state employees can 
donate directly to the Navy League.  Tom Zwolfer, our newly elected treasurer, will lead this effort.  Thanks go to 
Larry Tellinghuisen for serving as our treasurer for the past two years. 

USS Bremerton.  Another major project on the horizon for us is the dismantlement of the USS Bremerton and 
development at Evergreen Park for placement of the sail when it is removed.  This will take the efforts of many 
people and government agencies beyond the Navy League to make this happen.  Careful planning will make this 
effort seamless.  Patty Lent is leading this

THE NEXT STEP “How are we going to do all of this?” We will focus our efforts on our strategic plan. We will 
continue to communicate with you and seek your input.

Board members will evaluate each of their areas of responsibility in light of the strategic objective mentioned 
above identifying ideas for improvement and any new budget requirements.  We will integrate each of these 
ideas into our strategic plan which will provide a framework.

 This is an exciting time.  I will say again, one constant for us will be our dedicated, professional and talented 
Board members. I firmly believe that together, we can accomplish much. As President John F. Kennedy once said, 
“Change is the law of life. And those who look only to the past or present are certain to miss the future.” The 
lens we will use to shape our future are the talented and devoted professionals seated in this room. You are the 
extraordinary men and women we serve who in turn will serve our Navy, Marines and Coast Guard as we ride 
into the next year together.

Thank you for the trust and faith you have placed in me.  My promise to you is to serve you to the best of my 
ability and to guide our council to even greater achievements in the year ahead.  Together, let’s make the most 
of every opportunity.  Together, we can do great things!

President David Ellingson's Installation Dinner 
Speech (Continued)



NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com 4

Installation Dinner
January 18, 2020

Our annual Installation dinner was held on January 18th at Kitsap Golf and Country 
Club (One of our Community Affiliates).  The new board is installed at this event.  
The Board was sworn in by our immediate past president, now NW Coastal Area 
President, Steve Westover.  

Our Board is:
President David Ellingson
Vice President Bob Battin
2nd Vice President Larry Tellinghuisen
Treasurer Tom Zwolfer
Secretary Joe Hulsey
Judge Advocate Patty Lent
Past President Steve Westover

Directors:
Alan Beam Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona Ron Kirkland
Carol Meteney George Rose
Larry Salter Mike Spence
Kevin "Rusty" Staub Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover Kristina Younger

New President Dave Ellingson's speech is on pages 2 and 
3 of this newsletter.  Instead of settling for the traditional 
"Passing of the Gavel", Dave brought his own.  Naval Base 
Kitsap's Commanding Officer, Captain CAPT Rich 
Rhinehart, talked briefly about current events on the 
installations and how he and the Navy appreciated all the 
Navy League does for the sailors, marines and coast 
guard men and women in the area.  Clearly, he is a Navy 
League fan.
Additionally. Steve Westover presented two awards., The Scroll of Honor to Alan 
Beam.  The Scroll of Honor is Navy League's highest award.
 Joe Hulsey was recognized for his contributions to the Council, including being the 
Squeaky Wheel, helping the National Office make their member data more usable 
and accurate.
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Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
 Activities Calendar Including Tours

February
Feb 1 NL Board Strategy Offsite. Kitsap Golf and Country Club   9AM 
Feb 11  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
CAPT Shannon Johnson, Commanding Officer, Naval Hospital Bremerton

Feb 18 CS Cable Innovator – Port Angeles     
The Cable Innovator is the world’s largest vessel cable layer, or cable 
ship, which is a deep-sea vessel designed and used to lay underwater 
cables for telecommunications, electric power transmission, or other 
purposes. Cable ships are distinguished by large cable sheaves for 
guiding cable over bow or stern or both.  Lunch will be provided by the 
ship.

March
Mar 3 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM
Mar 10  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
Mar 17 USS Nimitz
Mar 27-28 Washington State Science and Engineering Fair (WSSEF)  Bremerton HS

April
Apr 7 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM
Apr 14  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
Apr 20 USCG Healy Icebreaker, Vessel traffic Center, & USCG Museum

The Coast Guard Cutter HEALY (WAGB - 20) is United States' newest and 
most technologically advanced polar icebreaker.

National Guard – late Spring
May
Feb 5 NL Board, Kitsap Golf and Country Club  5PM
Feb 12  Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Luncheon NL Luncheon

Plaza Ballroom, Naval Base Kitsap - Bangor  11AM
May 14 Trident Training Facility & tour of a nuclear ballistic missile submarine – 

Bangor
Pre-screened, paperwork is due May 1st.  Tour participates must be able 
to climb a 20 feet ladder to enter (and exit) the submarine.

June
Jun 25th?? – Laser Interferometer Gravitational-Wave Observatory – Hanford (TriCities)

area – 3.75 hour drive)
Keep checking our web site http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep-sea%22%20%5Co%20%22Deep-sea
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ship%22%20%5Co%20%22Ship
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Undersea_cable%22%20%5Co%20%22Undersea%20cable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Undersea_cable%22%20%5Co%20%22Undersea%20cable
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sheave%22%20%5Co%20%22Sheave
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Washington State Science Fair
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I ask you, what are the best paper towels? Well, if you 
attended last year's Washington State Science and 
Engineering Fair (WSSEF), you'd know! Entrant Carissa 
Cummings' methodical scientific inquiry into the durability 
of household paper products started with the hypothesis 
that her mom was wasting money buying cheap paper 
towels.
"I wanted my mom to change brands," 
The Kitsap Lake Elementary student complained, adding 
that her mother had been buying a course, flimsy brand. 
The results supported her hypothesis, and she said her 
mom was persuaded enough to switch brands. Her project 
on reliability and value was also recognized with a first 
place award and a special award sponsored by BAE Systems.

Again this year, our Council is supporting initiatives in Science, Engineering, Technology, and Math 
(STEM) by sponsoring multiple awards at all grade levels at the WSSEF.  We are assembling a  judging 
team to help with general judging and to identify the Navy League award recipients.

Quick Facts about the fair (http://www.wssef.org/):
- 27-28 March, 2020 @ Bremerton High School
- Close to 1000 student entries and 150 teachers from across the state in attendance 
- Two nightly Awards Ceremonies
- Concurrent science film festival
- Feeds science fairs at the national and international levels

We are looking for volunteer judges. The fair is expecting close to 1000 student entries this year. We 
need judges in each of the four grade categories, plus two to concentrate on collecting input for our 
awards.   Being a judge is fun and rewarding and instills new hope in the future of science and our kids.  
One recent judge recalled, "The most rewarding part of the judging experience for me was listening to 
those young scientists excitedly tell you everything you could possibly want to know about their project 
like nothing else in the world mattered except science. But the most disappointing part was knowing there 
were so many fifth graders out there who were much smarter than me!"

Complimentary food and drinks provided the judges both days.  Navy League provides a polo shirt to 
wear to the fair and with pride for years afterwards.

If you're available one or both days and interested in being a judge for both days of the fair, as well as 
attending at least one prior training session*, you can make a positive contribution! There are now 21 
different science areas from which you can choose, as well as nine grade brackets, so you can either stay 
in your comfort zone, or let the students challenge you! 

We still need financial support. Your local Navy League Board has committed significant scholarship 
funds to the fair awards, but it will not be enough to cover all the costs of the sponsorship at a level 
necessary to fully leverage the visibility and branding this venue will offer us. The fair offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for outreach to youth and educators across the state. Extensive media coverage 
is anticipated. 

Please consider a special contribution to the Navy League to cover the costs of the sponsorship. Contact 
Kevin Torcolini at the luncheon or at at (360) 981-7637, or ktorcolini@wavecable.com, 

For information, to volunteer or to make a contribution, Contact Kevin Torcolini at the luncheon, at 
(360) 981-7637, or ktorcolini@wavecable.com, 
* The latest training session schedule can be found at https://wssef.org/judge-volunteer/.

http://www.wssef.org/
mailto:ktorcolini@wavecable.com
mailto:ktorcolini@wavecable.com
https://wssef.org/judge-volunteer/


 

Upcoming Tours

Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming tours are shown in the 
Council calendar online and on page 6 
of this newsletter.  For the most current 
information and to sign up for tours, go 
to our web page https://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ 
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President -David Ellingson
Vice President - Robert (Bob) Battin
2nd Vice President - Larry Tellinghusein
Treasurer - Thomas Zwolfer
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Patty Lent
Past President - Steve Westover

Alan Beam*
Pamela Hurst
Tim Katona*
Ron Kirkland
George Rose
Carol Meteney*
George Rose

Larry Salter*
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Kevin Torcolini
Mark Westover
Kristina Younger
*Past President

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2020 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
USS Washington SSN-787
US Coast Guard MFPU Bangor
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
USCG Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Shelton High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

This a new feature of the newsletter.  
New opportunities will be listed as 
they are identified.  
The Bremerton Navy League is 
looking for volunteers to help 
continue our success connecting the 
Sea Services with the West Sound 
Community.  Roles range from 
occasional activities such as event 
coordination, to newsletter editor 
to letter writer, to units and 
awards support, to ongoing roles.  
We are now seeking person to help 
with Adopted Unit Liaison Support. 
Come learn more at the January 14th 
Luncheon or email us at 
bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org. 
Now is your opportunity to get 
involved - don't miss out on the fun!!

Volunteer Opportunities

New Members
Tracey Bishop
Stephen Boatwright
Jennifer Bobrowski
Diane Dixon
Richard Dixon
Amber Hamilton
Wilber (Bill) 
Johnson

Leigh Lewis
Mary Meister
Karen Moore
Fred Seaman
Megan Stiles
Melissa Taylor
Deborah Wilson
Michelle Young

mailto:bremertonnavyleague@gmail.org
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