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December is our Annual Business Meeting. We will be electing our 2020 
Officers and Board of Directors.

Our December Speaker will be Cdr Jason 
Deichler, Commanding Officer of USS Pitts-
burgh (SSN-720). USS Pittsburgh arrived in 
May to begin the Decommissioning process. 
Pittsburgh came here an under ice transit of 
the Arctic Ocean from Groton Connecticut.
Jason M. Deichler, a native of Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania, received his commission in 
1999 through the Naval Reserve Officer 
Training Corps after graduating from Carn-
egie Mellon University with a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Mathematics.
Commander Deichler’s assignments include 

USS West Virginia (SSBN 736) (GOLD), Moored Training Ship Dan-
iel Webster (MTS 626) , Associate Professor of Naval Science at The 
George Washington University, Engineer USS Springfield  (SSN 761). 
Material Officer Submarine Group Two, and  Executive Officer of USS 
Ashville (SSN 758).
Commander Deichler holds a Masters Degree in Engineering Manage-
ment from Old Dominion University.
Toys for Tots donations will also be collected. Please bring an un-
wrapped toy or a donation for this wonderful program.
Location is Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, NBK Bangor.
Doors open at 11:00, Lunch begins at 11:30
Registration: Please call Realty Station at 360 377-5699 for your lunch 
registration. Please call before Dec 3.
• Members without base access; processing time can take weeks.
• Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
• Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate 

access sheet. Provide your date of birth and city of birth.
• Members without enhanced WA Drivers License need to be on the 

base access list or be escorted.

Help Our Council
State workers can donate to our 
Navy League Council via the State 
Combined Fund Drive, using CFD # 
1137270

Our Council also participates in Ama-
zon Smile Program

Logon to Smile.Amazon.Com and 
chose Navy League of The United 
States Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula 
Council. Amazon will donate 0.5% of 
the price of your eligible AmazonS-
mile purchases to our Council.

IN MEMORY          
Byron Faber
Earle W Smith Capt USN (Ret) 
Robert W Baker  Capt USN (Ret)
Helen G Miller

Checkout our Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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President’s Corner

December is upon us, with chilly weather and for some of us, dreams of snow (but in 
the mountains where it belongs)!

The guest speaker for our Nov luncheon was LtCol John Moder, Commanding Officer 
of the Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor.  His presentation was preceded 
by the traditional cake cutting ceremony in honor of the Marine Corps Birthday.

Alan Beam, Mike Spence and I had the privilege to represent our council on 
Capitol Hill in the “other” Washington as part of the Navy League’s national 
Fly In.  The Fly In is held every-other-year and visits members of Congress 
and their staff, and are prearranged by the Navy League Staff.  We were able to 
present the Navy League’s legislative priorities to our own Congressman Derick 
Kilmer, who took time out of his very busy schedule to personally meet with us.  
Congressman Kilmer is really locked in to our local Navy issues and we had a 
great discussion with him. 

Congressman Dan Newhouse from the Congressional 4th District (Yakima, 
Hanford) also took time out of his busy schedule to meet with us.  We also 
met with the staff’s from Sen Cantwell & 
Murray’s office as well as Congressman’s 
Rick Larson office (Congressional 2rd dis-
trict, which includes Whidbey and Everett 
Naval Base).  It was a long day and my 
fitness tracker logged 14,000 steps!

Our December speaker will be CDR Jason 
Deichler, Commanding Officer of the USS Pittsburg.  He will be briefing 
us on the USS Pittsburgh’s unique last voyage under the artic ice.

One last note, please bring an unwrapped gift to the December luncheon 
for the Marine Corps Toy’s for Tots.

David Ellingson Nominated for 2020 President
The Nomination Committee reported their recommendations for next year’s officers at the November Navy 
League Luncheon last week on 12 November. The election for the 2020 Officers will be held at the Decem-
ber Luncheon/ Annual Business Meeting to be held at the NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom on December 10 at 
11:30.

Nominations for 2020 Officers

President: David Ellingson   Secretary: Joseph Hulsey

Vice President: Robert Battin   Judge Advocate: Patty Lent

2nd Vice President: Larry Tellinghusein        Past President: Steve Westover

Treasurer: Thomas Zwolfer
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Helen Miller, staunch supporter of local Navy, dies at 83
Kitsap Sun article by Josh Farley, Published 5:08 p.m. PT Oct. 25, 2019 reprinted with Permission.

It’s difficult to say what motivated Helen Miller to devote 
so many of her final years to supporting her local military. 
It might’ve been an appreciation the British-born Miller 
gained for the work of her husband, George, an engineer 
for Lockheed-Martin; it very well could’ve been the 
manner-adhering Miller’s penchant for tradition. Perhaps it 
was the military’s connection to the geopolitics she 
followed fiercely throughout her life.

In any case, she held beloved those who wear the uniform. 
As a member of the Navy League, she attended just about 
every event possible since she’d joined 13 years ago until 
Thursday, when she succumbed to injuries she suffered in 
a fall at her home in late-August. “She just really wanted 
to support the enlisted troops,” said Alan Beam, a retired 
captain and fellow Navy League member.

She was 83, though it must be acknowledged the intensely 
private Miller would have abhorred her age being made 
public. Carol Meteney, a past president of the league, 
recalled someone asking Miller, a product of “proper” 
manners, her age once.-Big mistake- “How could someone 
have the audacity to ask me my age?” Meteney recalled 
Miller saying. Indeed, Miller, born in Maidstone, England, 
and who later became a U.S. citizen, pulled no punches. 
She was bountiful in sharing her views. “She had no filter,” 

Beam said. “She’d tell you exactly what she thought.”

Meteney said Miller, who she met a decade ago, displayed a rare tenacity. She learned quickly Miller was building a sea wall at her 
Madrona Point home in Bremerton — hauling the rocks from front yard to back yard herself. “If she was determined to do some-
thing, she was going to do it,” Meteney said. She brought that spirit to Navy League. No matter her health, Miller, known as “the am-
bassador,” was there: at parties, at luncheons, at change-ofcommand ceremonies. She refused a wheelchair and would use a walker to 
slowly make her way to and from the area bases. “She was our best recruiter,” Beam said.

She also related well with Navy brass, who she knew were newcomers to the area. Tom Zwolfer, a Navy captain who became com-
manding officer of Naval Base Kitsap in 2013, said Miller introduced him to “almost everyone in the room not wearing a uniform” 
at his first Navy League luncheon. He came to find Miller was a steadfast presence at almost any change of command and gathering. 
He was also taken by her volunteer efforts for Navy, Marine and Coast Guard families, recalling Christmas parties she planned for 
them. Once, she called him to help her donate a pool table in the barracks. “I think the most appropriate way we could honor Helen is 
by stepping up and carrying on her legacy of service to our sailors and Marines,” he said.

Prior and during her Navy League involvement, Miller was a frequent attendee at Bremerton City Council meetings who never 
hesitated to offer a critique. Lori Smith, longtime council staff member, recalled how she used to “shake things up” by speaking her 
mind. “She saw herself as an advocate for transparency,” Smith said.

Miller was not afraid to show her bellicose side. She and her husband were once taken to court over a land use spat with neighbors.

She had no qualms about contacting a reporter’s superiors when she read something in the Kitsap Sun she did not like. And she 
herself penned plenty of letters to this newspaper on a range of opinions. It was her chosen media; she had no television but read a 
number of newspapers and periodicals each day.

A fall in late August resulted in two broken femurs and, eventually, illnesses that would take her life, Beam said. Her husband 
George, preceded her in death five years ago.

Miller had no children. Proceeds of her estate will go to the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Hillsdale College, a Michigan 
school of higher education that prides itself on taking no federal or state funding.

The very month of her fall, Miller attended a ceremony marking the change of command of the USS Nimitz and managed to make 
her way to the flight deck. Kevin Lennox, former captain of the USS Nimitz, noted that in a “special shout out” to her. “It is no easy task 
for you to get up to the flight deck,” he said. “Thank you for making that effort.”

https://www.kitsapsun.com/story/news/2019/10/25/helen-miller-staunch-supporter-local-navy-military-dies/4088137002/
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October 16 Tour of Naval Magazine Indian Island

Naval Magazine Indian Island (NMII) provides opera-
tional ordnance logistics in support of Navy, Joint, and 
Allied forces, emphasizing safety, accuracy and effi-
ciency.  NMII is the only deep-water ordnance facility 
on the West Coast with no access restrictions.  It has a 
650-foot-long pier with enough draft available at the 
pier to load munitions onto any vessel in the Navy’s 
fleet.  An average of 50 aircraft carriers, ammo ships, 
guided-missile destroyers, guided-missile submarines, 
USCG patrol boats, commercial barges, container 
ships and other Navy vessels visit the island each year.  

Our latest tour illustrated Indian Island’s many contradictions. Our group of twenty-two, which included sever-
al Bremerton Rotarians, met the installation’s commanding officer, CDR Donald Emerson, a former helicopter 
pilot, who provided an overview of the island’s history and current mission. The difference between an army 
bunker and a navy magazine? The branch of the military – they are the same.

From the bus, we saw the loading dock. Located near an ancient Indian village, it was chosen for the same 
reason the Native Americans choose the spot – deep water, protected from the winds, yet close to the main part 
of the Salish Sea.

The island’s security of conventional weapons storage enables it to be a de-facto nature preserve. As the bus 
drove around the island, deer watched nearby and we saw their unique “Newt Crossing” sign. Bill Kalina, our 
tour guide, showed rocks the S’Klallam tribal members used hundreds of years ago to steam the clams as well 
as several ancient shell middens, where shell waste remained for centuries. During his presentation, a pair of 
eagles flew close overhead. Tranquil nature and weapons of war, all reside peacefully on an island in Puget 
Sound.

Veterans Day Ceremony Nov 11 2019

The program began at 10:30 am with pomp and circumstance of a very formal Parade of Colors.  Captain Alan 
Schrader, Chief of Staff, Navy Region Northwest and Guy Stitt, Bremerton Navy League Ambassador wel-
comed everyone. County Commissioner Robert Gelder introduced all of the Military and Political dignitaries.  
The Bremerton High School Band provided the music.

This year, the keynote speaker was LCDR Richard Roberts USN (Ret).  He served as a crew member on P2V’s 
during the Cuban Missile Crisis. He was subsequently commissioned as an Aviation Maintenance Officer and 
served aboard the USS Forrestal, USS Enterprise, USS Midway and USS Independence.

The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of Navy League is proud to provide the coordination and funds for 
this memorable event along with 42 other organizations.  Special thanks go to Navy League members, John 
Gardner and Sandra Smith for their hard work throughout the year to make certain that this program is very 
special. 

Crazy Eric’s Drive In provided free refreshments following the program and Hudson Auto provided the cake. 
Thanks also to the City of Bremerton, Kitsap Sun, Raytheon, Costco, Gordon Sound and the County Commis-
sioners for their great support of this event. 
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November 14 Tour of US Naval Undersea Museum Keyport
Recently, a group of us toured the US Naval Undersea Muse-
um Keyport. We met with all the employees in different parts 
of the museum who explained their role. We started with the 
exhibit designer, who described the steps needs to create the 
displays, which they change regularly. If you have not been 
there within the last year, it has changed.

We met one of the energic collections directors to took us 
‘behind the scenes’ to toured their large object storage area. 
They have one of the largest (if not the largest) collection of 
inert torpedoes, including some from the Civil War era. New 
additions to their collection are the control deck of a former 

rescue/intelligence gathering submarine NR-1 and a diving suit, which resembles the Michelin Man, used to 
work in deep water. The man responsible for the physical building of the displays gave us a tour of his work 
area. We then saw the smaller items collection upstairs near their offices and library.

We reconvened in the mezzanine of the museum gallery, where the volunteer and special events director spoke 
to us, followed by the education specialist, who let us use with some of the educational items to build minbots.

Submarine Arrivals

In October we had the opportunity to greet two new arrivals from Pearl Harbor. USS Louisville (SSN-724)
arrived on October 22 and USS Olympia (SSN-717) on October 29 for Decommissioning. The current plan is 
to drydock them together. 
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2019 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                           Steven Westover 
                                                        360.434.7149                                                                             

Vice President                                    David Ellingson 
Secretary                                              Joseph Hulsey 
Treasurer                                      Larry Tellinghusein 
Judge Advocate                                      Robert Battin 
Immediate Past President                          Alan Beam

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

•    Robert Battin 
•    Joe Hulsey
•    Tim Katona
•    Ron Kirkland
•    Patty Lent
•    Carol Meteney
•    George Rose
•    Larry Salter
•    Mike Spence
•    Kevin Staub
•    Guy Stitt
•    Kevin Torcolini
•    Mark Westover
•    Kristina Younger
•    Karin Zwolfer
•    Tom Zwolfer

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                              Joseph Hulsey, Alan Beam
Graphic Layout                                                 Joseph Hulsey                                                         
Published by                                                             Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

                              Email: bremertonnavyleague@gmail.com

Dec 3: Bremerton NL BOD Meeting Kitsap Golf and Country Club @ 5:00PM 
Dec 10: Bremerton NL Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroon @ 11:30 AM
              Annual Business Meeting/ Election of Officers
Dec 17: South Kitsap NJROTC Annual Inspection, South Kitsap HS Gym @ 6:00 PM
Dec 18: Bremerton NJROTC Annual Inspection, BremertonHS Gym @ 6:30 PM

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planning
We have completed our 2019 Tour schedule and are in the proces of planning for 2020. 
We anticipate tours of Submarines (SSN and SSBN) and major shore establishments. 
In the past we have conducted mutliple day tours of Astoria and San Diego. Possible 
options include the Museum of Flight, the Boeing P-8 flight line, USCG Vessel Control 
System. We are interested in your opinions and desires. Please Contact us at bremer-
tonnavyleague@gmail.com.

Further details on our tours can be found on our website http://bremolympicn-
lus.wordpress.com/toursevents/. 

Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council Adopted Units
USS Bremerton (SSN-698)
USS Henry M Jackson (SSBN-730) 
USS Washington (SSN-787)
US Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor
US Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor 
US Coast Guard AirSta/SFO Port Angeles 
Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific

Supported Youth Activities
South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC 
Port Angeles High School NJROTC 
Shelton High School NJROTC 
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

Volunteer Opportunities
The Bremerton Navy League is looking for volunteers to help continue our success 
connecting the Sea Services with the West Sound Community... roles range from 
occasional activities such as event coordination, to newsletter editor to letter writer, 
to units and awards support to ongoing roles. 

Member Help Needed

 1. Please take a moment to spread some holiday cheer and sign greeting cards for 
our adopted Sea Service Units and Youth Groups at our November and December 
luncheons. There will be a card signing table next to the registration table.

 2. With the passing of Helen Miller, volunteers are needed to carry-on her legacy 
as liaison to our adopted units: the Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor, 
and the USCG Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor (with two attached cutters). 
Please contact Kevin Torcolini @ (360) 981-7637 if interested.

Come learn more at the Dec 10th Luncheon or email us bremertonnavyleague@
gmail.org. Now is your opportcunity to get involved - don’t miss out on the fun!!

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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