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US Government workforce 
& retirees can participate 
in CFC by pledging online 
at https://
cfcgiving.opm.gov or 
using a paper pledge form available at
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/
508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.p
df.  Our code is CFC # 19117 
State workers can donate to our Navy League 
Council via the State Combined Fund Drive, 
using CFD # 1137270

Lynn Howard

CDR Travis Zettel
CO, USS Bremerton
  CDR Zettel, a native of 
Puyallup, Washington, 
graduated from Eastern 
Washington University 
with a Bachelor of Arts in 
Physics. He qualified in 
Submarines onboard USS 
Salt Lake City (SSN 716). 
During his tour, the ship 
completed a Western 
Pacific deployment and a responsive Post 9-11 
deployment to the Persian Gulf.  CDR Zettel 
served as Strategic Weapons Officer onboard 
USS Nebraska  (SSBN 739) then as the 
Operations Officer on the staff of Commander 
Submarine Group Seven in Yokosuka, Japan. He 
served as Executive Officer aboard USS 
Pasadena (SSN 752) prior to reporting to USS 
Bremerton (SSN 698) as Commanding Officer, 
  CDR Zettel has a wide range of potential 
topics as the last CO of a proud Los Angeles 
class Submarine.  Come and join in on this and 
participate in the Q&A session

Our social hour begins at 11AM with the 
meeting starting at 11:45 in the Bangor 
Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, Naval 
Base Kitsap, Bangor.
  For lunch registration, please call Realty 
Station at 360 377-5699 as soon as possible.
For members without base access, processing 
can take some days. We will take that job on if 
you call.  When registering provide your name 
as it appears on your Driver's License and date 
and city of birth.
Members without an Enhanced Washington 
Drivers license will need to be escorted onto 

https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf


NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

President's Corner
Steve Westover
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Welcome to the fall!  However, as I write this, the air quality is 
awful.  We had a great turnout for the August Luncheon, 
where we recognized the birthday of the Coast Guard, the 
oldest of the sea services.  Capt McPherson, Chief of Staff of 
the Coast Guard Thirteenth District gave us a great overview 
of the operations of the District, and their challenges ahead.  
The Thirteenth District encompasses Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho and Montana.  Joining us was Cdr Scott Jackson new 
Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Air Station at Port 
Angeles.  The Port Angeles Coast Guard Station is one of our 
Adopted Units.  
The September speaker is the Commanding Officer another of our adopted units, the 
USS Bremerton SSN-698.  CDR Zettel is the final CO of this USS Bremerton.  She is 
currently being inactivated at the Bremerton Shipyard.  The First USS Bremerton was 
CA-130 which was in service from 1945 through 1960.
We are fast approaching the annual CFC drive.  Please take note of the block on page 
one that provides the details on how to contribute to our Navy League for both the 
Combined Federal Campaign (CFC) and the State's Combined Fund Drive (CFD).
I look forward to seeing many of you at the luncheon on September 11th.

Steve

USS Washington Commissioning Committee
One of the last official acts of the USS 
Washington Commissioning Committee was to 
present Governor Jay Inslee with his honorary 
plank owner certificate.  He promptly hung the 
framed certificate on his wall.  Presenting the 
certificate to the Governor is Rear Admiral Mike 
Sharp, USN Retired, Commissioning Committee 
Chairman.  Also pictured is Captain Larry 
Salter, USN Retired, Committee Treasurer and 
Government Liaison.  The committee solicited 
donations and in-kind support for the events 
(approximately $175,000.00 was collected).  

The committee planned and paid for events/receptions, plank owner plaques/
certificates, commissioning coins, lapel pins, and donator gifts.  Since the 
commissioning we have been paying bills, getting plaques/certificates, collecting the 
donor gifts, and shipping the items to the appropriate donors/support individuals, and 
crew.  The formal work of Commissioning Committee work is complete.  We were also 
able to establish a $55,000.00 Dolphin Scholarship Foundation scholarship for the crew 
and families of those having served on the USS Washington.  The $2500.00/year 
scholarship will be available in 2023.    Contributed by Larry Salter
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August Speaker - Captain Brendan McPherson, 
USCG, Chief  of  Staff, USCG 13th DIstrict

Captain McPherson gave an excellent 
presentation.  He discussed the USCG guiding 
principles of being Ready, Relevant and 
Responsive.  All of those require the right people 
with the right training.  He talked about the 
specific issues in the USCG’s 13th District and 
added that current issues include new domains, 
Cyber, Unmanned Air Vehicles and an aging 
infrastructure, ashore and afloat.  Many of their 
vessels are well passed their planned life 
including the over 70-year-old cutter, USCGC 
Bluebell (WLI-313), based in Portland.  Her 
replacement is being built.  There are more 
improvements to the afloat resources coming 
including replacements for their four 1960 
vintage 52 foot motor lifeboats.  Replacements 
are being built as well.
  There is a new facility being built at USCG Station Port Angeles to support Bangor based 
Coast Guard crews when they operate from there – which they frequently do.  He is working 
to make some major changes to Coast Guard Station in Astoria.
 Captain McPherson talked about the fact that 10 of the 11 Coast Guard missions are 
performed in the 13th District.  They have unique challenges including the fact that 
Washington State has the largest Ferry System in the US.  The weather can be treacherous.  
They conduct 1,700 Search and Rescue (SAR) actions per year.  They are heavily involved in 
recovery planning; response plans in the event of a major disaster.
  He said that the USCG headquarters has a lot of representation with 13th District 
including a Deputy Commandant and the Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard.
  On June 1st, Admiral Karl Schultz became the 26th Commandant of the Coast Guard.  He 
has already begun making quality of life changes including matching Coast Guard couple 
transfers and extending maternity leave.
  Among the very positive and interesting things he cited were the level of cooperation with 
the US Navy.  He also talked about the cooperation between the US Coast Guard and 
Canada including sharing of personnel and shared use of the Salish Sea Vehicle Tracking 
System.  
  He spoke very highly of the Navy League and the appreciation the Coast Guardsmen and 
their families have for our support.
  In response to a comment from one of our members that he had had a great experience 
with a Coast Guard E-5 as a renter, Captain McPherson said he would appreciate help from 
the community in recognizing that Coast Guard families, and all military families, are good 
tenants and giving them preference would be a great thing.  
He closed his remakes with “God bless the Coast Guard and Navy League and Semper 
Paratus.”
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Navy League August Luncheon
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The US Coast Guard was founded on August 4th, 1790, making it the oldest of the 
Sea Services Navy League supports.

MK2 Kevin Caddel Receives his Eagle from Navy 
League President Steve Westover as a cadre of USCG 
officers applaud his accomplishments 

Our own Patty Lent, former 
Bremerton Mayor, receives her USS 
Washington Plank Owner Certificate 

from President Steve Westover

The  Coast Guard was well represented 
at our August Luncheon.  It was a 
pleasure to talk to the representatives 
from a number of USCG organizations.

All the USCG representatives were very 
cordial.  Here, President Steve Westover 

speaks with four of them.
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The Salish Sea Native American tribes 
have a local custom of getting together 
on a periodic basis to affirm their 
traditions and culture. The annual 
expedition, which began more than 25 
years ago, involves tribes from the Pacific 
Northwest, Alaska and Canada, which 
travel to new tribal locations to pick up 
additional canoes until they all land in 
their final destination. The event is 
coordinated to provide a personal journey 
towards healing and recovery of culture, 
tradition, and spirituality. During this 
year’s Canoe Journey 2018 – Paddle to 
Puyallup.

One hundred canoes were expected to land on the shores of the small village of 
Suquamish on the ceremonial canoe journey. The canoes arrived on the morning of July 
25th and departed on July 26th. It was a truly beautiful sight very colorful, a page out of 
the history books of Puget Sound. Many branches of the military stationed in this region 
volunteered to lift the canoes out of the sea on the 25 July before the blessing of the 
meal; I believe the Suquamish tribe fed an extravagant seafood dinner to more than seven 
thousand people, a truly extraordinary accomplishment.  The young service men and 
women also put the canoes back in the ocean on the morning of July 26th to continue on 
their journey to Puyallup. 
Naval Base Kitsap provided the manpower to lift the 1000-1200lb canoes from the sea to 
protect them for the night. The Sailors and Marines came from many commands (NBK 
Kitsap, Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific, the Marine Corps Security Force Battalion 
Marines and Sailors, USS Bremerton and the US Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection 
Unit. My guess was that there were 
over 125 service personnel who gave 
of their own time volunteering.  On 
behalf of the tribes and myself I want 
to offer sincere thanks to all of those 
tribal staff family members, even 
children, whom I know contributed 
and anyone who contributed to the 
success of this fabulous journey back 
in time. I had the pleasure of helping 
in a small way with many longtime 
friends in the Suquamish Tribe. 
Sincere thanks for the learning 
experience, 

Contributed by Helen Miller.

Navy and Marine Corps participate in Native 
American  Tradition
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Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island Tour

On a clear day, rare this 
August, a number of 
Navy Leaguers were 
treated to a special tour 
of Naval Air Station 
(NAS), Whidbey Island.  
NAS Whidbey Island is 
located in the quaint 
town of Oak Harbor, 
Settled by Dutch 
immigrants.  
Hosted by the VAQ-139 
Cougars, the Navy 
Leaguers saw and 
touched the amazing 
EA-18G Growler.  The 
Growler has the mission 
of Electronic Warfare for 
our US Navy.  That 
mission includes detecting enemy radar and communications and jamming them when 
required.  The Growler also can carry anti-radiation and air-to-air missiles.  It carries a 
two-man crew. 

The Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) is the only other service 
flying the Growler.  All Growler 
squadron maintenance and 
aircrew personnel, US and 
Australian, are trained at NAS 
Whidbey Island.  All of the US 
Growler squadrons but one 
(Forward deployed in Japan) are 
based here.  

The Navy Leaguers were given the 
rare treat of ascending the tower 
to get a better view of the Air 
Station.  Byron and Pat Faber are 
shown at altitude.  Byron is our 
amazing tour coordinator.

There are only two more tours this year.  See page 7 for details.



 Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming Tours

Tours are a popular benefit of Navy League 
membership. There are only two more 
tours this year:

September 20    Keyport
October 12  SAFE boats

For the most current information and to 
sign up for tours, go to our web page 
https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ or contact  
Byron at Email: byfaber@centurytel.net or 
phone:
Home: 360-638-1235
Cell: 360-434-1144 
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President - Steve Westover 360 434-7149
sbwestover@aol.com
Vice President - David Ellingson
Second Vice President - Byron Faber
Treasurer - Larry Tellinghusein
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Robert Battin
Past President - Alan Beam

Pat Faber
Tim Katona
Ron Kirkland
Patty Lent
Carol Meteney
Helen Miller

George Rose
Larry Salter
Kevin Staub
Guy Stitt
Mark Westover
Karin Zwolfer

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Washington SSN-787
USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
US Coast Guard MFPU
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
US Coast Guard Port Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

CFC enrollment time is coming soon.  
Please consider contributing to our 
Council's activities supporting the local 
Navy and keeping you informed.  We 
hold a number of fundraisers annually 
but individual contributions will help 
significantly.  This "block" is on the front 
page of our Newsletter monthly.  It 
provides the information needed to 
know to sign up to support our many 
activities.
Thank you!

US Government workforce 
& retirees can participate in 
CFC by pledging online at 
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov or 
using a paper pledge form 
available at
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/
508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.p
df.  Our code is CFC # 19117 
State workers can donate to our Navy League 

CFC ENROLLMENT 
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