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July 10th Luncheon Speaker

Community Affiliates
Alloy Capital Management
BMI Hospatility
Bremerton Historic Ships Assn (NEW!!)
AMI International
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
First Command Financial Planning
General Dynamics NASSCO
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Sun
Navy Federal Credit Union
Navy Museums NW
Olympic College Foundation
Our Place Pub and Eatery
Pacific NW Defense Coalition
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems
Safe Boats International
Suquamish Clearwater Casino

New Members

Janice Noonan

US Government 
workforce & Retirees can 
participate in CFC by 
pledging online at https://
cfcgiving.opm.gov or 
using a paper pledge 
form available at
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/
508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf.  
Our code is CFC # 19117 
State workers can donate to Our Navy League 
Council via the the State Combined Fund Drive, 
using CFD # 1137270

Virginia Kirkland
Frederick Giard

William "Jake" Delaney is 
our July speaker.  In a 
significant departure 
from June speaker, our  
Lt Governor, we have the 
Columbia Class 
Submarine (formerly 
known as the Ohio 
Replacement) Program 
Representative - Bangor.
Mr Delaney is a retired 
Master Chief, now working for General 
Dynamics Electric Boat Corporation primarily 
factoring in Trident Class Maintenance 
experience into Columbia Class SSBN planning.
The Columbia-class submarine is being 
designed to replace the Ohio-class ballistic 
missile submarines, that will be 
decommissioned, one per year, beginning in 
2027. The Columbia-class will incremently 
take over the role of submarine presence in 
the United States’ strategic nuclear force.

Our social hour will begin at 11AM with the 
meeting starting at 11:45 in the Bangor 
Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, Naval 
Base Kitsap, Bangor.

For lunch registration, please call Realty 
Station at 360 377-5699 as soon as possible.
For members without base access, processing 
can take some days. We will take that job on if 
you call.  When registering provide your name 
as it appears on your Driver's License and date 
and city of birth.
Members without an Enhanced Washington 
Drivers license will need to be escorted onto 
the base.

https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
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President's Corner
Steve Westover
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Happy Fourth of July.  We are half way through the year.  
Where has the time gone!!
There was a great turnout for the Memorial Day observance 
onboard the USS Turner Joy.  See the article below about our 
newest Community Affiliate.  LtCol Tinson, Commanding 
Officer of the Marine Corps Security Force Bangor, gave an 
inspiring address about the legacy of our past service 
members.  We then laid a wreath in the water to 
commemorate those that have given their lives for our 
country.  
We were honored to have Lt Gov Habib as our speaker for our 
June luncheon.  He also represented the State of Washington 
at the Commissioning of the USS Washington last Oct.  He spoke about the value 
military people and spouses bring to the state and about the value of education.  His 
words were inspiring.  
June was the Navy League National Convention 
in Portland.  Larry Salter, Alan Beam and I 
attended on behalf of our Council.  The Council 
was awarded a plaque, honoring us as a 
Meritorious Council.  Although my name is on it, 
the real work and the person that deserves the 
accolades is Alan Beam.  It was his leadership 
and the council's hard work that won the award.  
Well done Alan.

The Bremerton Navy Ships Association, our newest Community Affiliate, maintains the 
USS Turner Joy (DD-951) on the Bremerton waterfront.  The USS Turner Joy, named for 
the famed, was a central participant in the Gulf Of Tonkin Incident that marked the 
beginning of the VietNam war.
The USS Turner Joy is open for tours, is host to a multitude of civic events and runs a 
multitude of activities, including youth programs, that serve our local area.  For more 
details see http://www.ussturnerjoy.org and visit this amazing local treasure.

Bremerton Navy Ships Association - Community 
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June Speaker - Lt Governor Cyrus Habib

Those who attended were feted to a very 
informative, uplifting presentation.  First, in 
what he described as possibly his last official 
act of leading the USS Washington 
Commissioning activities, RADM(ret) Michael 
Sharp presented Lt Governor Habib a USS 
Washington Plank Owner plaque and 
Certificate.  You might remember, Lt Governor 
Habib represented the State at the USS 
Washington Commissioning.  

The Lt Governor spoke of his support for the 
military in Washington.  He professed that 
current and former military personnel make 
great Washington State citizens. He is working 
to encourage people who come to Washington 
with the military to stay.  Additionally, he 
formed a group to find ways to enhance 
professional opportunities for military spouse 
employment opportunities. 

He also spoke about his support of higher 
education for all Washingtonians.  He said he 
disliked the common sentiment that College 
isn't for everyone saying when he hears that it is invariably spoken by someone who went 
to college and has a kid(s) in college.  Lt Governor Habib is working to make Washington 
Colleges more supportive of the people who are the victims of the "college isn't for 
everyone" sentiment.  

It was a great presentation by a remarkable man.  

USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74) Tour
On June 11th, a number of Navy Leaguer's 
took advantage of the opportunity to tour 
the USS John C. Stennis (CVN-74).  
A benefit of Navy League membership is 
being able to tour amazing Sea Services 
vessels and facilities and learn what the 
people of the US Navy, US Marine Corps, US 
Coast Guard and US Merchant Marines do, 
how they live and just how motivated and 
proud they are to serve our country.  
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USS Bremerton (SSN 698) Tour
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What a privilege & honor it is to be a member of Navy League!!  The amazing experiences 
we get to share!  We deeply appreciate the association we've had with the SUPERIOR 
officers & crew of the Bad Fish over the years.  Our last trip down the metal ladder into 
the USS Bremerton was both rejoicing & heartbreaking.  Our hands touched the spots on 
the ladder where hundreds of young hands had also touched.  We had an outstanding 
tour from LCDR Greg Crosby, but it seemed a lot to ask of him at such a significant time.  
It is probably one of his last guided tours of this boat.  His professional ability was so 
evident as he told us the workings of the control 
room, torpedo room, machinery spaces, berthing 
areas, crew's mess, wardroom, etc.  It was as if we 
were new recruits, seeing it all for the first time.  
What a natural born leader Greg Crosby is.  We'd 
have followed him, just from his competence & 
confidence alone.  We all felt the sadness of the 
Bremerton's service life drawing to an end.   As we 
stood in the main control room, we looked around 
at the diving plane controls, knowing she would 
never dive again, at the periscope, knowing that 
she'd never spot another vessel again, at the sonar that would forever be quiet, at the 

maps, knowing that she'd never chart a new course 
and travel the world again.  
We've had the distinct pleasure of going on sub 
tours before, but this was more of a "goodbye tour".  
I have never had the honor of serving on a sub 
before, but we can all speak of bereavement, like 
when you hold your parent's hand the last time or 
put down a favorite pet. As we turned away for the 
last time, we looked back at the spots of rust on her 
conning tower & the seaweed on her hull & 

imagined that beautiful black primered body of a MAGNIFICENT & powerful warship as if 
she were new.  The Bremerton will always be a beloved memory and have a special place 
in thousands of people's minds & hearts.  Whether you were lucky enough to serve upon 
her or were family or friends with someone aboard, the hard work of her crews through 
the many years of service will always make us proud.  Proud to have been a part of her life 
& proud to be an American. 

Contributed by Pat Faber

Ed.  As it turns out, it was, in fact the last tour of the USS Bremerton as she 
went directly into the decommissioning process immediately after the tour.  
Your Navy League, along with other local and national organizations, is 
working to save the sail of the USS Bremerton for placement in a yet to be 
determined Bremerton Park.  The process will take years.  We will keep you 
posted as the effort progresses.  
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Japan Consul Reception for US Military 
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The Japan Consul General, Yoichiro Yamada, hosted a celebration in appreciation of 
those American military personnel who have served in Japan.
It is the third year of this Reception and Celebration, held in the Consul's residence on 
Queen Anne Hill in Seattle, a truly beautiful Mansion, exquisitely landscaped with views 
of Puget Sound.. It is an honor and privilege to be invited to receptions at the Residence.

Admiral Gary Mayes, Commander, Navy Region Northwest, was one of the keynote 
speakers.  He is held in great esteem by the Japanese Consul, Mr. Yamada, and the Japan 
Community as he has on several occasions extended the hand of friendship to the 
Japanese Nation and the local Japanese Community. RADM Mayes is a true 
Ambassador and Diplomat conscious of the need for America to treasure regional Allies.  
Helen Miller represented our Council.

Report my Navy Leaguer, Helen Miller
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In March, I had the privilege of going to San Diego, CA, to represent our Navy League 
Council at DASO-28, the firing of a Trident missile from the USS Nebraska (SSBN-739) 
off of the coast of California. 
Approx 0545 nearly 200 lucky people boarded Navy buses from the Gate Way Inn to be 
transported to the Port Loma docks and board the USNS Waters (T-AGS-45), a 475 foot 
Naval ship that does submarine navigation research, submerged launch support and  
missile tracking. The MSNS Waters is part of the Military Sealift Command. 
The USS Nebraska  was to conduct the shoot for this day.  We were advised over the 
speaker system that today the USS Nebraska was going to launch two missiles.  First 
launching was scheduled for1330 hrs and the second approx 2 hours later.
The USNS Waters arrived approximately forty miles off the coast of California and  
stopped.  She was "Under way, with no way on".
As we were stopped we could see the USS Nebraska cross our stern powering to the 
port side of the USNS Waters.  As the USS Nebraska passed on the port side it started to 
submerge.  As it was blowing its tanks you could see the sea water shooting in the air 
as she disappeared beneath the water - a very impressive sight.   We were in position  
to view the launching.  It was very close to 1330 hrs, ready for the first launch when it 
was announced that there was going to be a safety delay because there was a fishing 
vessel in the missile impact area near Guam.  A Naval ship located in that area was 
going to make contact and have them leave the area.
At approx 1400 hrs over the speaker system the count down started.  On the USNS 
Waters there was a great deal of electronic tracking equipment and topside there were 
cameras mounted, they were very LARGE cameras that would track the missiles when 
they were fired.  We were told to check the cameras and see which way they were 
pointing as that would be an indicator as to where the missile was going to come out of 
the water.  The count down was down to seconds and everyone was on the starboard 
side when suddenly out of the calm waters came this huge missile pausing just above 
the water for a nano second as the first stage ignited.  There was a great deal of smoke 
as the missile started to rise. The noise from the first stage became very intense.  The 
USNS Waters began to vibrate as the missile headed skyward.  It wasn't long before the 
missile was out of sight. The first stage rocket was jettisoned after about 55 seconds, 
then the second stage fired off causing the Trident to achieve an altitude four times 
that of the space station.  The second stage jettisoned and the third stage fired off, 
taking the business end of the Trident to its target. The Trident missile went down 
range to its target near Guam, nearly 4000 nautical miles away in a little more that 17 
minutes. It traveling at over 17,000 mph. 
The second launch was just as spectacular.
Neither missile that day had war heads, just telemetry equipment so they could monitor 
the experimental instrumentation.
As the USNS Waters ended the day and turned to head back to San Diego, the crew fired 
up two very large BBQs and the meal was on, and it was a great meal.
In my twenty years of membership in the Bremerton-Olympic Navy League council I 
have participated in innumerable tours. All were great. This, however, was a trip of a 
lifetime.

Contributed by Navy League member, George Rose

Demonstration and Shakedown Operation



 Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming Tours

Tours are a popular benefit of Navy League 
membership. Many tours are scheduled 
including the following:
 

TBD    USS Seawolf fast attack submarine
            Still no confirmed date given
Jun 25  Whidbey Island NAS Open House
July 12  Coast Guard Bangor & Strategic
             Weapons Facility PACIFIC (Bangor)
July 25  Pt Angeles Coast Guard station
             & CG Cutter Active (lunch aboard)
Sept 20 Keyport
Oct 12  SAFE boats

We are working on these tours:
VIGOR shipbuilding in Seattle
Indian Island Naval Magazine
Astoria Coast Guard sites & heavy weather 
training facilities
Seattle Coast Guard facilities
Port Angeles Coast Guard Station

For the most current information and to 
sign up for tours, go to our web page 
https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ or contact  
Byron at Email: byfaber@centurytel.net or 
phone:
Home: 360-638-1235
Cell: 360-434-1144 
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President - Steve Westover 360 434-7149
sbwestover@aol.com
Vice President - David Ellingson
Second Vice President - Byron Faber
Treasurer - Larry Tellinghusein
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Robert Battin
Past President - Alan Beam

Pat Faber
Tim Katona
Ron Kirkland
Patty Lent
Carol Meteney
Helen Miller

George Rose
Larry Salter
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Guy Stitt
Mark Westover

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Washington SSN-787
USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
US Coast Guard MFPU
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
US Coast Guard Port Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets
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