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August 14th Luncheon Speaker

Community Affiliates

Alloy Capital Management
BMI Hospatility
Bremerton Historic Ships Assn
AMI International
Columbia Hospitality
Corinthian Wealth Partners
Evergreen Mayflower
First Command Financial Planning
General Dynamics NASSCO
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Sun
Navy Federal Credit Union
Navy Museums NW
Olympic College Foundation
Pacific NW Defense Coalition
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems
Safe Boats International
Suquamish Clearwater Casino

New Members
Vance Vaught
Fredrick Giard
Virginia Kirkland
Tom Zwolfer

US Government workforce & 
retirees can participate in CFC 
by pledging online at https://
cfcgiving.opm.gov or using a 
paper pledge form available at
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/
508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf.  
Our code is CFC # 19117 
State workers can donate to our Navy League 
Council via the State Combined Fund Drive, 
using CFD # 1137270

Charles Birdsell
John Hanson
David Rhine
Jennifer Zuver (returning)

In honor of the US 
Coast Guard's 
establishment on 
August 4th, 1790 our 
August luncheon 
speaker will be Captain 
Brendan C McPherson, 
Chief of Staff of the 
Coast Guard 13th 
District.  
The Coast Guard 13th District comprises the 
Pacific Northwest and is the gateway to the 
North Pacific and Alaska. District 13's Area of 
Responsibility encompasses four states and the 
entire Pacific Northwest coast. We also share a 
border with Canada to the north and California 
to the south. 
Captain McPherson is a New Jersey native and a 
graduate of the US Coast Guard Academy.  He 
has served on 6 Coast Guard Cutters including 
the three he commanded, and served on a 
number of staffs.

Our social hour begins at 11AM with the 
meeting starting at 11:45 in the Bangor 
Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, Naval 
Base Kitsap, Bangor.

For lunch registration, please call Realty Station 
at 360 377-5699 as soon as possible.
For members without base access, processing 
can take some days. We will take that job on if 
you call.  When registering provide your name 
as it appears on your Driver's License and date 
and city of birth.
Members without an Enhanced Washington 
Drivers license will need to be escorted onto 
the base.

https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
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President's Corner
Steve Westover

The dog days of summer!  As I write this its 92 degrees 
outside, which is hot for our region.  We had a good turnout 
for our July luncheon, where Mr. Jake Delaney gave us insight 
into the planning for the Columbia Class submarine program, 
which will replace our aging Ohio class submarine fleet.  
Several people attending the luncheon commented on how 
long it takes to develop a new submarine, but any of you that 
have joined us on our submarine tours, know how complex a 
submarine is, and its mind bogging that it can even be 
accomplished at all!  Add to that all the required reviews and 
testing and you end up with a very long development schedule  
We have had several people join as new members in the last month and also have a 
new community affiliate, Bremerton Historic Ships Association.   Well done to those 
who have recruited the new members.  
The US Coast Guard was established on August 4th, 1790.  In honor of the August 
Anniversary (or Birthday), next month's luncheon will honor the Coast Guard.  We 
have invited Capt Brendan McPherson, Chief of Staff of the Coast Guard 13th District 
to be our luncheon speaker.  I look forward to an entertaining and informative 
presentation about the US COast Guard and the 13th district.  For those who may not 
know, the13th district includes Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana.  
I hope to see you at the luncheon.

Navy Federal Credit Union - Community Affiliate

Since 1933, Navy Federal Credit Union has grown from seven 
members to over 7 million members.  And, since that time, 
our vision statement has remained focused on serving our 
unique field of membership:  "Be the most preferred and 
trusted financial institution serving the military and their 
families." 
Navy Federal has branches in Bremerton, Silverdale and 
Poulsbo and a number of NFCU and partner ATMs in the area.
Navy Federal has been a Council Community Affiliate since 
2012
To learn more go to the Navy Federal web site: https://

www.navyfederal.org
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July Speaker - Jake Delaney

William "Jake" Delaney was our July speaker.  Mr. Delaney, a retired Senior Chief, is a 
principle local representative for Electric Boat, who is building the Columbia Class 
SSBN submarine that will replace the 
Ohio Class.  The Ohio class is aging. 
Deliveries of Ohio Class SSBNs began in 
1981.  
Mr. Delaney showed schedules outlining 
the extremely long development 
process.  Columbia class Submarine 
deliveries are not scheduled for many 
years but the program is currently on 
schedule.  
Many new manufacturing techniques will 
be employed.  As one would expect, a 
vast number of technical improvements 
will be incorporated.  The Ohio class will be retired as Columbia Class subs are 
delivered.
Thanks to Mr. Delany for a great presentation.  

USS Bremerton Hail & Farewell

On June 22, 2018, twenty four USS Bremerton 
wardroom officers & family members joined 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Navy League 
members at the home of Byron & Pat Faber for a 
turkey dinner and Hail & Farewell gathering.  
Many arrived just in time to see the usual Friday 
night cruise ships parade by on their way to 
Alaska.  The kids had a lot of fun out on the 
lawn running around & blowing bubbles.  We 
were very happy that some of the families could 
join us.
Of course, Helen Miller recruited many of the 
crewmembers to help with judging at next year's 
Washington State Science & Engineering fair.
The skipper, CDR Travis Zettel, presented Byron with a photo of the USS Bremerton taken at 
Diego Garcia.  The photo had hung in the wardroom for many years.  He also returned the 
sword that Byron had loaned the boat several years ago.  
Mayor Patty Lent presented crew members with City of Bremerton pins from her time as 
Mayor.  As Mayor, Patty was instrumental in adopting the USS Bremerton and has supported 
the ship and crew over the years.
It was our great pleasure to associate with these fine military Americans. 
Story and photo contributed by Pat Faber.
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US Coast Guard Air Station, Port Angeles Change 
of  Command
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Several Navy League members attended the 
Change of Command at the United States Coast 
Guard Air Station/Sector Field Office Port 
Angeles on 22nd June 2018.  Commander M. 
Scott Jackson assumed Command from Captain 
Mark Hiigel who will be assigned to Boston, 
Mass. It was an unusual but unique Ceremony 
in the Aircraft Hangar.  Captain Hiigel's  
daughter, Tana, played a hauntingly beautiful 

rendition  
of the 
National 
Anthem on the flute.  It was reminiscent of the flute 
music we've heard in the mountains of Peru. 
Navy League members Ken Sweeney, Mr. and Mrs. 
Pat Noonan, Mr. and Mrs. Mark Ohman, Barbara 
Hanson-Mail and Helen Miller attended the 
Ceremony and the Reception, which was also held in 
the Hangar on a beautiful sunny day on the Olympic 
Peninsula.
Story and photos contributed by Helen Miller

Combined Federal Campaign
CFC enrollment time is 
coming soon.  Please consider 
contributing to our Council's 
activities supporting the local 
Navy and keeping you 
informed.  We hold a number 
of fundraisers annually but 
individual contributions will 
help significantly.  This 
"block" is on the front page of 
our Newsletter monthly.  It 
provides the information  
needed to know to sign up to 
support our many activities.
Thank you!

US Government workforce & 
retirees can participate in CFC by 
pledging online at https://
cfcgiving.opm.gov or using a paper 
pledge form available at
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/
508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf.  Our 
code is CFC # 19117 
State workers can donate to our Navy League Council via 
the State Combined Fund Drive, using CFD # 1137270

https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
http://cascadiacfc.org/mat/508-2017_CFC_Retiree_Pledge_Form_4.pdf
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USS Washington Commissioning Committee  
Report to the Board
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The USS Washington (SSN 787) Commissioning Committee Steering Committee met on 
Monday, June 18, 2018.  Steering Committee members present:  Mike Sharp, Kathy 
DiMaggio, Larry Salter, Bob Aronson, and Jerry Logan. Absent: Alan Beam

The purpose of the meeting:
Conclude the business of the Commissioning Committee 
Approve a plan for disbursement of remaining funds--approximately $76,946.00
Develop a final report to the BROLPN BOD and disband the Committee

The following plan for disbursing the funds was unanimously approved by the Steering 
Committee.

The treasurer will continue to pay any appropriate bills relating to the 
commissioning committee activities (expected to be minimal).

$50,000  to the Dolphin Scholarship to establish a scholarship fund for USS 
Washington (SSN 787) crew-members and their families.  This fund will start in 5 years 
(Oct 2023) after the scholarship offered by the ship sponsor completes ($1,000 per year 
for 5 years).   Representative Drew MacEwen has graciously committed to adding $5,000, 
making the $55,000.  At a nominal 4% annual growth, this fund will be about $67,000 at 
the start of scholarship dispersal.  This will result in a perpetual annual award of about 
$2,500.  An Endowment Gift agreement will be put in place between the Committee, the 
Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council and Dolphin Scholarship when the check is sent.

$5,000 donation to the Ship’s MWR - this covers requests from specific donors.
$2,000 donation to the Hampton Roads Chapter of the Navy League in appreciation 

for the support they provided our Commissioning--their Council Executive Director (a 
paid position) provided SIGNIFICANT support to our committee in arranging venues, 
caterers, and music--she was our point person in Norfolk.

Approximately $19,000 remains in the USS Washington Commissioning Committee 
checking account for supporting the ship and crew in the future as an adopted unit.
Summary: The USS Washington was commissioned on October 7, 2017.  The committee 
solicited donations and in-kind support for the events (approximately $175,000.00 was 
collected). The committee planned and paid for events/receptions, plank owner plaques/
certificates, commissioning coins, lapel pins, and donator gifts.  A last minute offer by 
Starbucks to host the post commissioning reception saved the committee $40-50K and 
was the primary reason we ended up with the significant surplus.  Since the 
commissioning, we have been paying bills, getting plaques/certificates, collecting the 
donor gifts, and shipping the items to the appropriate donors/support individuals, and 
crew.  With the exception of "pop-up" things that we may have overlooked or something 
new comes to our attention, the Commissioning Committee work is complete.  Larry 
Salter, Committee Treasurer, will continue to be the Board POC for any commissioning/
USS Washington related issues and expenses and will disburse funds as required.
Baring any questions or concerns, this represents the final report to the board.
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On July 12, 2018 a most fortunate group of 
Navy League members and guests were 
welcomed by commanding officer CDR 
Michael Schoonover to the headquarters of 
USCG-MFPU-BANGOR for a tour.  MFPU 
stands for Maritime Force Protection Unit.  
The unit at Bangor is one of only two…the 
other being at the submarine base in Kings 
Bay, GA.

The USCG, now a component of the Department of Homeland Security, has 
statutory law enforcement authority, something not held by any of the DOD 
services.  Law enforcement is actually one of the USCG’s 11 Missions and is 
applied at Bangor by providing protective escort to SSBNs leaving for or returning 
from deployment.  Only SSBNs are so escorted.

The MFPU was officially established in 2007 as a result of concerns following the 
attack on USS Cole and the 9-11-2001 attacks.  Because the US Navy does not 
have law enforcement authority a unique arrangement was made with the USCG in 
that, while the 150 personnel in the MFPU are members of the Coast Guard and 
their boats have Coast Guard paint and markings, all assets are actually owned by 
the Navy.  And all costs, including for personnel, are paid for by the Navy.

There are four types of boat used in SSBN escort service.  The largest is the 250′ 
blocking vessel.  Then there is the 87′ reaction vessel, next a 64′ large screening 
vessel and finally the 33′ small screening vessel (which is made by SAFE Boats in 
Bremerton).  Each type is used every time and is called a “package”.

At the conclusion of our informative briefing, which CDR Schoonover said would 
be brief…and it was…we all boarded a bus and relocated to the USCG dock on the 
waterfront.  After being arranged into two groups and donning life vests we 
boarded two of the 64′ large screening vessels for a demonstration run on Hood 
Canal.  The amazing maneuverability of the boat and its speed (over 30 MPH) 
were demonstrated.  Also shown was the .50 cal. machine gun mount 
computerized aiming system   Skill at video games can actually be transferred to 
the real world.

On a beautiful day and most gracious hosts the tour finally concluded as 
we needed to be through the floating security gates before 11:30 AM.  We 
made it.  Most of us then proceeded to one of the base galleys where we 
enjoyed a great lunch together.

Contributed by Gary Nystul

US Coast Guard MFPU Tour



 Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming Tours

Tours are a popular benefit of Navy League 
membership. Many tours are scheduled 
including the following:
 

TBD    USS Seawolf fast attack submarine
            Still no confirmed date given
Sept 20 Keyport
Oct 12  SAFE boats

We are working on these tours:
VIGOR shipbuilding in Seattle
Indian Island Naval Magazine
Astoria Coast Guard sites & heavy weather 
training facilities
Seattle Coast Guard facilities
Port Angeles Coast Guard Station

For the most current information and to 
sign up for tours, go to our web page 
https://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ or contact  
Byron at Email: byfaber@centurytel.net or 
phone:
Home: 360-638-1235
Cell: 360-434-1144 
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President - Steve Westover 360 434-7149
sbwestover@aol.com
Vice President - David Ellingson
Second Vice President - Byron Faber
Treasurer - Larry Tellinghusein
Secretary - Joe Hulsey
JAG - Robert Battin
Past President - Alan Beam

Pat Faber
Tim Katona
Ron Kirkland
Patty Lent
Carol Meteney
Helen Miller

George Rose
Larry Salter
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub
Guy Stitt
Mark Westover

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2018 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Washington SSN-787
USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
US Coast Guard MFPU
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
US Coast Guard Port Angeles
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets
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