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Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

We have moved our November luncheon Date to Wednesday November 12, 
to accommodate the Veterans Day Celebration scheduled for 10:30, No-
vember 11, at the Kitsap Fairgrounds.

Marines Celebrate 239th Birthday
On November 12, members of the Marine Security 
Force Battalion under the able leadership of Lt. Col 
Stephen Keane will celebrate their birthday at our regu-
lar monthly luncheon.
MCSFBN Bangor provides a dedicated quick reac-
tion security force for Naval Base Kitsap. The MCSF 
Battalion, Bangor is the largest of the Security Force 
Battalions in the world. It is an independent Command, 
capable of self-administration, organized to support and 
accomplish their own particular mission.

“On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a resolution of the 
Continental Congress. Since that date many thousands of men have borne that 
name Marine. In memory of them it is fitting that we who are Marines should 
commemorate the Birthday of our Corps by calling to mind the glories of its 
long and illustrious history.” John A. Lejune, 13th Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, 1921.
The Commandant went on to say that “the record of our Corps is one which 
bears comparison with that of the most famous military organizations in the 
world’s history. From the Battle of Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won 
foremost honors in war and in the long era of tranquility at home. Generation 
after generation of Marines have grown gray in war in both hemispheres, and in 
every corner of the seven seas so that our country and its citizens might enjoy 
peace and security.”
Toys for Tots will also be collected. Please bring an unwrapped toy or a 
donation for this wonderful program.
Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed by lunch 
and then the very special program by the Marines. Location is the Bangor 
Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, NBK, Bangor. The Marines recognize 
the oldest and youngest Marine in the room. If you know of an older Marine, 
please encourage him or her to attend.
Registration:

Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. 
Please call at your earliest convenience.

Cut off for reservations is Nov 4

Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.

Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct for gate access. 

If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.

NEW MEMBERS
July Ruth

Christine Hill

Roger Nance

Stephen Swann

2015 Officer Nominations
The Board of Directors proposes the follow-
ing slate of candidates for election as 2015 
Officers:

President: Tim Katona

Vice President (2 Positions): Kevin Torcolini, 
Bob Lamb

Secretary: Ruth Bond

Treasurer: Dave Ellingson

JAG: George Rose
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Hello Navy Leaguers. It has been a busy October—many of us attended the Navy Ball, the 
Submarine Squadron 19 Change of Command, toured Joint Base Lewis McChord, and we wel-
comed the new Regional Commander at the October luncheon.

The Veterans Day Celebration is on Tuesday November 11th at the Kitsap County Fair-
grounds—hope you are planning to attend. This is probably the largest Veterans Day remem-
brance in the State and it is an impressive event.

Because November 11th falls on the second Tuesday of the Month, we will be moving our luncheon to the next 
day, Wednesday the 12. As has been our tradition, we will celebrate the Marine Corps birthday at the Novem-
ber Luncheon—come see the parade of historical USMC uniforms and listen to our Guest Speaker, Lt Col 
Stephen Keane.

We have a new slate of officers for next year which we announced at the October luncheon—Tim Katona is 
returning as President, Kevin Torcolini and Bob Lamb are the Vice Presidents and we have three returning of-
ficers—Treasurer Dave Ellingson, Secretary Ruth Bond, and Judge Advocate George Rose. Thank you all for 
volunteering to run the Board and Council for 2015.

I had the pleasure of attending VADM Bill French’s Change of Command and Retirement Ceremony on 24 
October at the Washington Navy Yard in Washington, DC. VADM French turned over his position as Com-
mander, Navy Installations Command to VADM Dixon Smith. Dave and Alice Thomas were other NW Navy 
Leaguers in attendance. Bill and Monika were big supporters of Navy League during his time as Navy Region 
NW—he was also the Armed Forces Day Parade Grand Marshall and Gala Guest Speaker two years ago. Post 
retirement planning as not gotten past buying a motor home and planning on a very long motor home trip 
around the United States.

Thank you for all you do to support Navy League, Larry Thank you for all you do to support Navy League, 
Larry

President’s Corner

Veterans Day, Tuesday, November 11, 2014
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Tuesday, November 11, 2014
Kitsap Sun Pavilion
Kitsap County Fairgrounds, Bremerton, WA
9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
FREE ADMISSION!

Ceremony: 10:30 to 11:45 a.m.

Our military co-host this year will be RDML Jeffrey Ruth, Com-
mander, Navy Region NW, Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Navy 
League, co-host “Ambassador” Guy Stitt. 

This year, the keynote speaker is First Sergeant Doug R. Pfeffer, 
USA, (Ret).  Doug Pfeffer serves as the Operations Manager for 
Rally Point/6, a Lakwood Non-Profit organization focused on 
helping veterans in transition and reintegration into the civilian 
community.



NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com          3

U. S. Naval Sea Cadets Kitsap Battalion Summer Events
 The Kitsap Battalion had a very busy and pro-
ductive summer in 2014, volunteering in several 
community service events, participating in sum-
mer trainings, and continuing to develop as a unit.

 The summer got off to a great start with the Kit-
sap Battalion providing security for the Whaling 
Days event in Silverdale.  Cadets were respon-
sible for manning the barricades and providing 
security for the duration of the three day event.  
Cadets worked a total of thirty-six hours over the 
course of the event.  The unit also had the oppor-
tunity to improve unit cohesiveness and morale 
by camping nearby in order to ensure seamless 

staffing.  In their interactions with the public the cadets of Kitsap Battalion were excellent representatives of 
themselves and the core values of the U. S. Naval Sea Cadets organization.

For their service at Whaling Days, the Kitsap Battalion 
received $1000.00 which has been earmarked to assist 
participating cadets in paying for summer training in 2015.  
Half of the cost of one training in 2015 will be paid for 
each cadet who participated in Whaling Days.  Consid-
eration is also being given to using a portion of the funds 
to pay for a possible live fire training being planned for 
Spring 2015.

 The Kitsap Battalion’s summer continued with 4 cadets 
attending Sea Cadets Recruit Training, 6 leaguers attend-
ing Navy League Orientation, and 1 cadet attending Petty 
Officer Leadership Academy.  Kitsap Battalion also had 
one Instructor, Instructor Sue Dunn, acting as an escort at 
Recruit Training.  All of these trainings were held at Camp 
Rilea Joint Forces Training Center in Warrenton, Oregon.  Kitsap Battalion is extremely proud of Cadet Tae-
za who earned Honor Cadet at Recruit Training. In addition to the involvement of the Kitsap Battalion at the 
Camp Rilea trainings, one officer, LTJG Gorak, was present at Seamanship training in Alameda, California.

 Although not technically a summer activity, the Battalion is 
proud of their performance at the recent Sea Cadets Flagship 
event held 17-19 October hosted by Blue Angels Squad-
ron.  The Kitsap Battalion placed first in the Close Orders 
Drill competition and represented the Battalion well during 
a long weekend filled with competitions.  Kitsap Battalion 
had the distinction of having the largest number of cadets and 
leaguers present, with 19 cadets and 5 officers present for the 
event.  The entire Battalion is excited to begin preparing for 
next year’s Flagship event.

 The Kitsap Battalion is set on a course of continued trainings 
and evolutions all designed to encourage the personal and 

professional development of the cadets and officers involved.
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Trident Training Facility Sailors Honored
The Trident Training Facility Pacific, Bangor, WA (TTF Bangor) 2014 Sailor of the Year (SOY) and Ju-
nior SOY, along with two Instructors of the Year, were recognized by the Navy League of the United States 
(NLUS) Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council during an October 14th luncheon. 

Assembled left to right: NLUS Council President 
Larry Salter; TTF Bangor Executive Officer, 
CDR John Mohn Jr.; 2014 Junior SOY and 2014 
Junior Instructor of the Year, MT2(SS) Charles A. 
McAllister; MMC(SS) Royce Glenn, 2014 Se-
nior Instructor of the Year; 2014 SOY, MT1(SS) 
Alexander Pelletier; and Command Master Chief, 
CMDCM(SS/SW) James Willis

USS Bremerton Captain’s Log Oct 2014
Fall is upon us, and our work to get the ship back to sea is ramping up! Since I last wrote, we have completed 
hot ops, finished our training period for the Post Overhaul Reactor Safeguards Examination, completed our 
PORSE, and continued the push to make all of the repairs needed for us to take the Bad Fish back to sea.

During this time, the crew has been working hard, and I couldn’t be prouder of their character. The hours are 
long and many have been working weekends as we take all of our systems back from the shipyard and prepare 
for our final certifications. This can be a discouraging time, but I am continually surprised by the dedication 
and attitude that your Bremerton Sailors have demonstrated in accomplishing the singular goal of returning our 
ship to sea.

I wrote in a previous newsletter of the importance of this availability to the Bad Fish, the Submarine Force, 
and the Navy. The country needs us back on the line in excellent material condition, ready to perform at a high 
level. This shipyard period has been a nine-month investment that will buy us three years of continued oper-
ations and two more deployments for our 34-year-old “American Classic.” Bremerton has been serving our 
country since 1981, and this last shipyard availability will get her ready to run until the end.

We just had a successful completion to our PORSE. Our extensive training ensured that all of our team were 
properly qualified and skilled to operate the ship in a variety of conditions. Over the final weeks of the avail-
ability, we will continue running drills during our workdays to ensure that we respond to fires or equipment 
problems that may occur while we are operating.

My best estimate is that we will be in port for about three more weeks, then we will complete our shipyard 
period and our preparations to return to operations. These preps will include fast cruise, in which we will simu-
late we are at sea for two days, followed by sea trials, when we will test all of our equipment for four days.

Following sea trials, we will be in port for 1-2 weeks to repair any equipment that may have broken while we 
were at sea. Then we will get ourselves ready for Submarine Proficiency Training, a basic operations inspec-
tion, followed by an “EASTPAC” which will include sound trials and a visit to Bremerton, our namesake city. 
The Bremerton trip will be a great opportunity to meet our numerous supporters up that way, particularly con-
sidering that we will transfer there for decommissioning.  

Cdr Wes Brigham
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Navy’s 239th Birthday.
The U.S. Navy began as the Continental Navy, created to defend the fledgling U.S. states against the British by 
sea. Congress established the Continental Navy on October 13, 1775, by passing legislation to build two ships. 
The vessels were needed to scout for British munitions ships that were supplying British troops in America. 
From this humble beginning, the Continental Navy grew to twenty active warships at its greatest strength and 
operated fifty ships over the course of the War for Independence.

Although the Continental Navy disband-
ed after the American Revolution, the 
1789 U.S. Constitution provided for a 
standing navy. In 1794, Congress or-
dered construction of six frigates – one 
of which, USS Constitution, is the oldest 
warship afloat and continues to be operat-
ed by the Navy today. 

Construction of the First Six Frigates

Without a Department of the Navy, 
implementation of the 1794 naval leg-
islation fell to the Department of War, 
headed by Secretary of War Henry Knox. 
Rather than purchasing merchant ships 
and converting them into men-of-war, an 
option under the act, Knox recommended 

the construction of new frigates designed to be superior to any vessel of that class in European navies. 

To keep labor costs down, government employees rather than by private contractors would build the ships, and 
construction sites would be distributed geographically in order to spread the economic benefit and win popular 
support. “It is just and wise to proportion . . . benefits as nearly as may be to those places or states which pay 
the greatest amount to its support,” Knox advised. Although it might be cheaper to build the frigates succes-
sively in a single place, “a few thousand dollars in expences will be no object compared with the satisfaction a 
just distribution would afford.”

The President approved six construction sites: Portsmouth, N.H.; Boston, Mass.; New York, N.Y.; Philadel-
phia, Pa.; Baltimore, Md.; and Gosport (Norfolk), Va. At each site, a civilian naval constructor was hired to 
direct the work. Navy captains were appointed as superintendents, one for each of the six frigates. John Barry, 
last officer of the Continental Navy in active service, received commission number one as first officer in the 
new United States Navy.

The warships were still being framed when, in early 1796, word came of a negotiated peace with Algiers, at 
the cost of nearly one million dollars. The act authorizing the six frigates had called for a halt in construction 
in the event of peace with Algiers, but President Washington urged Congress to extend authorization to com-
plete the six frigates. 

Congress approved the completion of only three of the frigates. The other three would remain in their partially 
constructed state. Accordingly, on 20 April 1796 the President signed the “Act supplementary to an act, enti-
tled ‘An act to provide a naval armament.’” Under the terms of the 1796 act the frigate United States (44 Gun) 
was launched at Philadelphia on 10 May 1797; the Constellation (36 Gun), at Baltimore on 7 September 1797; 
and the Constitution (44 Gun), at Boston on 21 October 1797.
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Oct 16: NL Tour Joint Base Lewis McChord
On a sunny and warm Thursday October 16, 2014 ten Navy Leaguers (and one dog!) assembled at the visitor 
center at Joint Base Lewis McCord (JBLM) for a tour of parts of both the Air Force and Army sides of the 
base. JBLM originated as Camp Lewis in 1917, later becoming Fort Lewis. McChord Field was established 
in 1940 and became McChord Air Force Base in 1948. Fort Lewis was joined with McChord AFB to become 
JBLM in 2010, resulting in operational efficiencies and economy.

On the Air Force side out first stop was at 62nd Airlift Wing, 8th Airlift Squadron, Air Mobility Command. 
This unit is assigned 48 C-17 four engine transport aircraft. Each is large enough to hold two full size tractor 
trailers side by side. The C-17 was originally designed to be able to carry the M-1 Abrams tank. Although we 
were not able to get up close to one we did observe several nearby on the flight line. Very impressive. The 
primary mission of the 62nd AW is to move cargo around the world. They also support the National Science 
Foundation, provide aero medical evacuation, transport nuclear weapons (none at JBLM), more all of the 
President’s vehicles, helicopters and related material, humanitarian relief, etc. Combat airlifts keep convoys off 
the road. Precision air drops are possible through use of GPS steerable parachutes. This unit is always doing 
something, somewhere.

Next we visited the outside display of the air museum where attack bombers, fighter/interceptors, cargo/trans-
port, search/rescue and trainer aircraft of WW II to current 
day are on display. Prominent are the C-124 and C-141 
transports, and best was the opportunity go inside the C-141.

Lunch at an Air Force dining facility was followed by a 
visit to an historic Fort Lewis building where we received a 
briefing about the history of the base and current day oper-
ations. Interestingly then Lt Col Dwight Eisenhower had an 
office next door to where we were meeting prior to WW II. 
There are many Army units, most commanded by I Corps, 
one of the Army’s contingency corps which stays prepared 
to deploy world wide at a moment’s notice. Stryker Brigade 
combat teams are included and we were next given a close 
up look at Stryker armored fighting vehicles.

Stryker vehicles, named for two unrelated MOH recipients with the same last name from WW II and Viet 
Nam, are built by General Dynamics. There are 10 variations 
but they are all 8 wheeled and share a common Caterpillar 
engine, transmission, and hydraulics…all of which simplifies 
maintenance. One type deploys a stabilized cannon, anoth-
er a 120mm mortar. There is a medical version, another for 
command and a reconnaissance vehicle, to name some. The 
special suspension provides a smooth ride on a rough road at 
60 MPH. All are very impressive.

From time to time Stryker vehicles are given a general 
rebuild at Anniston Army Depot and then some are sent to 
a General Dynamics team at JBLM for further rebuild and 
refit.   It was this unit that gave us the hands on-and in-tour…
very much appreciated. End of tour time got us headed off 

base and back on the road home. Our sincere thanks to the personnel at JBLM for their informative and warm 
welcome. A great tour. And thanks to Byron Faber for getting it all arranged. – Norm Marten
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher   
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                            Alan Beam ,  Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

4 Nov - Navy League BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community 
Center
7 Nov Marine Corps Ball
10 Nov - Marine Corps 239th Birthday
11 Nov - Veterans Day 10:30 @ Kitsap Fairgrounds
12 Nov- Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK 
Bangor
14 Nov - Marine Corps Ball
 

  
      

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Navy League Cruise to Hawaii
Feb - 2 week cruise to Hawaii on Princess, leaving from Los Angeles, tour of 
the Pearl Harbor base on the 23rd.

The cruise leaves the port of Los Angeles on Feb 17, and gets back on Mar 
4.  It is on the Grand Princess.  We took this cruise this last Feb and it was 
fantastic.

You can go to the Princess cruise web site   http://www.princess.com/  , select 
“Plan a Cruise”, then “Search Cruises” Ours is found if you select “Hawaii”, 
9-15 days, and leaving Los Angeles.

For More details contact Byron Faber Email: byfaber@centurytel.net, Cell: 
360-434-1144
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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