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Air Management Solutions 
AMI International
Evergreen Transfer & Storage
First Command Financial Planning.
FMA Chapter 14
Kitsap Bank
Kitsap Sun
National Center for  Manufacturing  Sciences
Navy Federal Credit Union
Pacific NW Defense Coalition
Patriots Landing
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems
Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
Veterans United Home Loans
Wave Cable

NEW MEMBERS

Doors open at 11 am and the program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor Conference Center Trident 
Ball Room

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. Please 
call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is August 6
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.
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August 13  Luncheon Speaker
Captain Joseph Raymond USCG

Deputy Commander, Coast Guard Sector Puget Sound

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
79505435837

The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council always dedicates our August luncheon to celebrate the Coast Guard birthday.  
Our luncheon on 13 August will include recognizing outstanding Coast Guard men and women from our three Coast Guard 
adopted units—Air Station/Sector Field Office Port Angeles; Maritime Force Protection Unit, Bangor; and Station Seattle.  
Our Guest Speaker is Captain M.W. (Joe) Raymond, Deputy Sector Commander, Coast Guard Sector Puget 
Sound. Capt Raymond has served as Commanding Officer of  Coast Guard Cutter SAPELO (WPB 1314), and Command-
ing Officer and Plankowner of Coast Guard Cutter SHAMAL (WPC 13).  He has also served operationally ashore as the 
Commanding Officer of Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit (MFPU), Kings Bay.  Captain Raymond has had 
numerous DC tours at the Coast Guard HQ, Office of Secretary of Defense, and served on Senator John McCain’s staff.

The Coast Guard is celebrating its 223nd year on August 4th.  One of America’s five armed 
forces, it traces its founding to August 4, 1790, when the first Congress authorized the construc-
tion of 10 “Cutters” (small boats) to enforce tariff and trade laws, prevent smuggling, and protect 
the collection of federal revenue.  Responsibilities added over the years included humanitarian 
duties such as aiding mariners in distress.  The service received its present name in 1915 when 
the Revenue Cutter Service merged with the U.S. Life-Saving Service to form a single maritime 
service dedicated to the safety of life at sea and enforcing the nation’s maritime laws.  The Coast 
Guard is a multi-mission, maritime, military service and the smallest of the five Armed Services.  
Its mission is to protect the public, the environment and U.S. economic interests in the nation’s wa-
terways, along the coast, on international waters, or in any maritime region as required to support 
U.S. national security interests.

Happy Birthday US Coast Guard

On July 30, 2010, U.S. Coast Guard Group 
Port Angeles and U.S. Coast Guard Sector 
Seattle combined to become U.S Coast 
Guard Sector Puget Sound. The purpose 
of this merger is to bring the operation-
al control of all Coast Guard resources 
located within the present Captain of the 
Port Puget Sound area of responsibility 
under one command for the execution of 
all Coast Guard missions.

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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A Brief Coast Guard History in the Pacific Northwest
United States has always been a maritime nation.  During our fight for independence, 
many fortunes were made and lost by American privateers trying to get goods and people 
through the British blockades.  After winning the war, some of these privateers continued 
smuggling their goods into ports and coastal areas to avoid paying taxes.  The new nation 
realized that this needed revenue was important to help sustain a new government. 

The Revenue Cutter Service founded on August 4, 1790, by the Tariff Act permitted construction of ten cutters and recruitment of 100 revenue 
officers.  From 1790, when the Continental Navy was disbanded, to 1798, when the United States Navy was created, the Revenue Cutter Service 
provided the only armed American presence on the sea.

Prior to the California Gold Rush very few settlers lived in the West.  In 1849, only an estimated 304 Americans lived north of the Oregon Territory.  
By 1853 there were almost 4,000 inhabitants in our area and 50% lived in the Puget Sound area.  There was a brisk sea trade and a Customs Revenue 
Office was established first in Olympia and then in Port Townsend. 

In 1854, the Treasury Department sent the Revenue Cutter, Jefferson Davis to Washington State.  The Jefferson 
Davis was a topsail Schooner built by J M Hood of Sommerset Massachusetts in 1883.  She was 94 ft 6in in length 
and 23 ft in breadth and 9 ft in depth at 176 Ton displacement.  Captain William C. Please, the youngest captain in 
the U.S, revenue Cutter Service, commanded a crew of 3 officers and 32 men.  The main port of operations for the 
Revenue Cutter Service was Port Townsend.  A nice model of a cutter is on display at the Kitsap County Historical 
Museum in Bremerton. Soon the role of the cutter increased to transport troops involved in regional unrest with 
Native Americans and with the British, including the “Pig War” in the San Juan Islands.

Our current United States Coast Guard reflects an exciting history of prior organizations merging with the Coast Guard to broaden its scope of 
responsibilities. For example, the United States Lighthouse Board was established in 1852. The U.S. Lighthouse Service was organized by statue in 
1910 and this group merged into the coast Guard in 1939.  On February 28, 1942, the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation was transferred 
to the U.S. Coast Guard.

Between 1852 and 1958, seven lighthouses were built in Oregon and Washington.  The first two were at Cape Disappointment and New Dungeness.  
These beacons of light and sound provided warning to sailors during the many periods of limited visibility along our foggy, stormy coastline.  There 
are great stories of the lighthouse keepers and their families as they faced the many challenges of living in very isolated locations. Other navigational 
aids were put in place such as the buoys in the Columbia River and Astoria Harbor.  There were also three lightships used to light the way in places 
where no lighthouse could be built.  These ships had to stay in position despite heavy gales and high seas.

The United States Life-Saving Service was a United States government agency that grew out of private and local humanitarian efforts to save the 
lives of shipwrecked mariners and passengers.  It began in1848 and ultimately merged with the U. S. Coast Guard in 1915.

The Coast Guard’s presence in Port Angeles began on August 1, 1862 with the arrival of the Revenue Cutter Shubrick. Ediz Hook, a level sand spit 
extending from the mainland north and east into the Strait of Juan de Fuca, was declared a federal Lighthouse Reservation by President Lincoln in 
1863.  The fist lighthouse was commissioned on April 1, 1865. The Air Station was commissioned on June 1, 1935, becoming the fist permanent 
Coast Guard Air Station on the Pacific Coast.  Its location was chosen for its strategic position for coastal defense of the Northwest.  The first aircraft, 
a Douglas RD-4 amphibian, arrived on June 11, 1935 and flew the first “mercy hop” on August 1935.  The 75 ft patrol boats were also stationed at the 
new unit.

During WWII, the Air Station expanded to include a gunnery school training aerial gunners and local defense forces.  A short runway was added to 
train Navy pilots for carrier landings.  It also hosted independent units such as Naval Intelligence and was Headquarters of the Air Sea Rescue System 
for the Northwest Sea Frontier Area.  By the end of 1944, the Air Station had 29 aircraft assigned. 

Big changes came to our local Coast Guard in 1920; the Volstead Act was passed as “an experiment to outlaw liquor in the United States.” The Coast 
Guard is essentially the only maritime military service with law enforcement authority of American citizens.  The long unprotected border with Cana-
da and our many inlets and passages provided ample opportunities for rum running. For thirteen years, the Coast Guard needed to focus on this illegal 
smuggling, but the positive result was that it brought much needed additional resources.

The United Coast Guard continues to grow and assume more responsibilities.  Each time we have the opportunity to tour a Coast Guard command or 
meet with the wonderful young men and women of the Coast Guard, we are impressed with their dedication, their spirit and their knowledge.

 Semper Paratus
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USS John C Stennis (CVN-74) Change of Command
After spending 17 of the the last 22 months at sea on two back to back deployments 
supporting Operations Enduring Freedom, Iraqi Freedom, and New Dawn. Stennis has 
entered Dry Dock 6 at the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard for a period of intensive main-
tenance. This afford the opportunity to have a truely unique Change of Command in the 
Drydock basin. 

Captain Michael Wettlaufer relieved Captain Ronald Reis on Friday July 26 th. Capt 
Wettlaufer returns to the Stennis followimg a tour as Commanding Officer USS Denver 
(PPD-9). Capt Wettlaufer  comes with Stennis experience having served as Executive 
Officer onboard Stennis from 2009-2011.

At the completion of the Ceremony Captain Ronald Reis retired with 28 years of honor-
able service. Capt Reis was presented a Legion Of Merit for his tour onboard Stennis. 

USS John C Stennis Sailors Recognized at Navy League Luncheon

PS 1 Marianogerard Zamora

The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Navy League hosted a luncheon at Naval Base Kitsap Bangor Plaza honor-
ing USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74) 2012 Sailor of the Year recipients, July 8.

Senior Sailor of the Year, Personnel Specialist 1st Class Marianogerard Zamora, Junior Sailor of the Year, Per-
sonnel Specialist 2nd Class Natalie Camden, and Blue Jacket of the Year, Machinery Repairman 2nd Class Dane 
McDonald, were selected out of more than 2,500 Stennis sailors. “I feel extremely honored to be a guest at this 
event,” said McDonald. “This is a great organization that has been around for 111 years, and it is nice to know 
that they appreciate and recognize the work that we do aboard the ship.”

PS 2 Natalie Camden

During the event, each award winner was recognized for their hard work and individual 
efforts that directly impacted the command. “Events like this are the most important 
thing that we do as a league,” said Carolyn Dankers, president of the North Coastal Area 
Navy League. “There is such keen competition for this award and these sailors work so 
hard and represent the best of the Navy. Presenting them with this award is an honor and 
gives us a chance to say thank you.”

MR 2 Dane McDonald

“It is great to be recognized for the work my sailors and I do,” said Zamora, from 
Anaheim, Calif. “What makes this event significant is that it is a league of civilians and 
civilian-owned businesses that have no direct affiliation with the military who have 
come together to recognize the hard work we do.”

The Sailor of the Year program was established in 1972 by the then Chief of Naval Op-
erations Adm. Elmo Zumwalt and Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy John Whittet 
to recognize individual sailors who best represent the ever growing group of dedicated 
professional sailors at commands Navy-wide.
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July 19 Marine Corps Summer Parade

The Marine Corps Security Force Battalion Bangor held their tradional Summer Parade 
at 7:00 PM on July 19, 2013 at the Siverdale Stadium (Olympic High School). The sunset 
parade honors “ Colors”, the ceremonial lowering of the flag at sunset. The battalion has con-
ducted this summer parade every year since 1977. This is the only place where the ceremomy 
is conducted in public. Guests are treated to the music of the Navy Region Northwest Band, 
the sound of the Marine Cannon and the living display of historic Marine and Navy uniforms 
accompanied by appropriate period music.

USCGC Sea Devil (WPB 87368) Change of Command
(Poulsbo July 26 2013) — Chief Warrant Officer John Rice assumed the duties 
and responsibilities as commanding officer of the Coast Guard Cutter Sea Devil 
from Lt. William Birch during a ceremony at Muriel Williams Waterfront Park 
in Poulsbo, Wash., July 26, 2013.

The ceremony was presided over by CDR Thomas P. Sullivan, Commanding Officer of Maritime 
Force Protection Unit Bangor. Rice was previously assigned as first lieutenant aboard            USCGC 
Boutwell, homeported in San Diego.Birch will report to Civil Engineering Unit, Providence, R.I.

USCGC Sea Devil is an 87-foot Patrol boat homeported in Bangor, Wash. The crew works with 
various other Coast Guard and Naval units assigned to Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor. 
USCGC Sea Devil operates in a joint-operation environment to enforce naval vessel protection 
zones and protect special high-value units in local transit areas.
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Rear Admiral Richard Breckenridge, Navy Live Blog, July 19 2013

There have been recent claims that today’s ballistic missile submarine force is operating with excess capacity and, therefore, force reductions to 
save resources may be in order. As I have noted in response to a recent op-ed, this supposition is untrue – in fact, our lean SSBN force is providing 
the cornerstone of our national security at a pace that has remained essentially constant since the late 1990s. Even so, questions about the size and 
capability of our future at-sea deterrence are appropriate to consider as we recapitalize this national asset.

Given past force structure reductions from the “41 for Freedom” SSBN force of the 1960s and 1970s, to the 18 Ohio-class SSBNs of the 1980s and 
1990s, to our current force of 14 SSBNs, one might wonder, “What is the minimum number needed for strategic deterrence?” Given advances in 
technology and the changing scope and complexity of post-Cold War deterrence, is there a way to “do more with less” as we field the next class of 
SSBNs?

The Mission: Delivering survivable nuclear deterrence from large open-ocean areas

The purpose of the SSBN force is to deter nuclear attack against the United States and against our friends and allies. Our “boomers” do this as part 
of a nuclear triad. The SSBN role is to provide an assured response capability that is survivable, reliable and robust enough to act as compelling 
deterrent against a nuclear strike from a foreign power. To make sure our SSBNs are survivable, they are operated from bases giving them access 
to the broad ocean areas in both the Atlantic and the Pacific. They are stealthy – both in transit and on station. They are operated in a manner that 
makes their locations unpredictable, while still ensuring that our adversaries know that we have the ability to hold them at risk. This enduring, 
certain deterrent force acts as an important stabilizer; it is always there and always at the ready.

Our Current and Future SSBN Force: A case study in system optimization

Our SSBN force has been “optimized for leanness” based on more than 50 years and 4,000 patrols of proven performance. The deterrent value we 
provided with 41 SSBNs we now provide with 14 Ohio-class SSBNs. This 65 percent force reduction is a result of two impressive technological 
developments – the extended range of the D5 missile and quieting technologies that make our SSBNs that much harder to find, even by a persistent 
and determined adversary. Our boomers are able to exploit the vast reaches of the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans to patrol silently while within range 
of key targets to hold an aggressor at risk.

As we return to our question of the leanest force capable of providing this credible and persuasive deterrent, our answer simply comes down to 
world geography 101 principles. Because the Pacific Ocean is larger, we operate two additional SSBNs in the Pacific to accommodate range and 
survivability considerations. Six SSBNs in the Pacific and four in the Atlantic is the bare minimum required to provide uninterrupted alert coverage 
for the combatant commander.

So if 10 SSBNs is our absolute minimum, why do we need 14 today? The reason hinges on the three-year refueling overhaul at the mid-life of each 
SSBN removing them from strategic service. Today, of our 14 SSBNs, we operate on average 11 to provide vital nuclear deterrence. Based upon 
other electronic system modernizations, this minimum force level occasionally dips to 10 operational SSBNs. One important historical note is 
relevant to the refueling overhaul discussion. The Ohio-class core life exceeded the design estimates of 15 years and the Navy was able to postpone 
mid-life refueling by six years. Naval Sea Systems Command engineers then conducted detailed technical analysis of all other shipboard systems 
and extended the service life of our Ohio class from 30 to 42 years – a mind-staggering 40 percent life extension. This technological feat saved the 
country substantial budgetary resources, reaping a greater return from the initial investment in this SSBN class; essentially four less SSBNs will be 
procured during this century as a result of this achievement.

The good news is that this legacy of lean success is being imprinted in the DNA of the new Ohio replacement SSBN. The engineers at NAVSEA 
and our partners in industry are designing a new boomer with a 42-year service life and a reactor core that will not require refueling throughout the 
life of the ship. This will reduce the class mid-life overhaul by one-third and we will be able to deploy our 10 operational SSBNs with a force of 
just 12 total SSBNs.

SSBN Force Level Requirements: It’s Simply A Matter Of Geography
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July 11 Tour of US Coast Guard Base Seattle 
US Coast Guard Station Seattle was established in 1989. The Station is located on pier 36 on the Seattle waterfront. 
Station Seattle has three 41 foot utility boats, 2 25 foot RB-HS, and two 25 foot RBS’s. Station Seattle’s primary 
mission is Homeland Security within Puget Sound. Station Seattle provides harbor patrols of the entire Puget Sound 
in conjunction with providing escorts to Naval and commercial vessels. 

Station personnel also support numerous other missions including aids to navigation, marine environmental protec-
tion and local public relations.

Pier 36 was built in 1925 by the Pacific Steamship Company which included (BLDG 1). The federal government acquired the location in 1940 for 
use as a regional Port of Embarkation. Pier 37 was constructed in 1941 to expand port facilities. In 1960, the facility was taken over by the Army 
Corps of Engineers and used as their district headquarters. In 1965, the Port of Seattle took title to both piers. In 1966, the Coast Guard got the 
opportunity to acquire the Pier 36 complex from the Army, and at last could have a home for all of the Seattle based units and their support facilities 
that were scattered all over Seattle. 

June 25: Tour of US Coast Guard Air Station/Sector Field Office (SFO) Port Angeles, WA

The Port Angeles Coast Guard Station, established in 1935, 
is located at the far end of Ediz Hook Road and reaching 
out into the Straight of Juan de Fuca, hosts several Coast 
Guard cutters, all Coast Guard helicopters for the Puget 
Sound/Olympic Peninsula region, and serves as a sector 
field office.  The area was originally declared a light house 
reservation by President Lincoln in 1863 and was the first 
Coast Guard Air Station on the west coast.

The patch for the Port Angeles Coast Guard Station depicts a grumpy duck in galoshes holding an um-
brella.  It was designed in 1935 for Port Angeles Air Station and is still in use today.  In fact, as 26 of 
us embarked to travel to Port Angeles for our Navy League tour on June 25, 2013 it appeared that we 
would need to borrow the duck’s gear, but the weather improved nicely and made that unnecessary.

For our tour we first headed down to the pier where we were able to get a close 
look at several different cutter types, which included USCGC Active 618, USCGC 
Cuttyhunk 1322, and three 87 footers, including USCGC Swordfish 87358 which 
we boarded.  On board we were shown the bridge, engine room, dining and berthing 
areas, and walked on deck.  The 87 foot cutters carry a crew of 12, can make 25 
knots with 2/1500 HP engines and are armed with 2/50 cal. Machine guns.  The area 
patrolled is from Neah Bay to Whidbey Island into Puget Sound and includes close 
cooperation with the Canadian Coast Guard.

From the waterfront we then walked to the nearby aircraft hanger to get a look at and learn about the 3 
MH65D Dolphin helicopters based at Port Angeles.  Each aircraft carries a crew of 4 and has an effective 
range of 150 miles, allowing for about 20 minutes on location and performs PWCSPs (Port, Waterway, 
Coast Security Patrols).  The area covered ranges from Pt. Roberts to the north and to south of Destruc-
tion Island, from the Coast through Puget Sound.  Although over water work is the usual task, the unit 
has assisted in rescues on Mt. Rainier.  Each aircraft has a 240’ lifting cable, although 30-70’ is the ideal 
length to be used.  A load of up to 800 pounds can be raised.  A rescue basket and rescue strop are always 
aboard, and a stokes litter can be added when needed.  We were able to walk around and look inside 
#6597, one of the newest in the fleet.  Sharing space in the hanger was #6501...the oldest. 

We finally assembled in the historic pilots’ ward room, considered to have possibly the best views of any ward room anywhere.  There we met and 
were warmly welcomed by CO CDR Keith McTigue who explained how Port Angeles not only performs the above missions but also supports Port 
Townsend and Neah Bay Coast Guard operations as well as Naval Engineering and Civil Engineering support. 

Following some delicious cake and coffee we concluded our tour and headed home.  Another super tour set up by Byron Faber, and sincere thanks 
to CDR McTigue , Lt Anderson and AETCM Moan and everyone at our adopted unit, the Coast Guard Air Station/Sector Field Office (SFO) Port 
Angeles. - Norm Marten
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the 
tours. 

Byron has arranged for a VIP Tour of the main Boeing assembly building in 
Everret on September 20. Please contact Byron for details 360-434-1144, byfaber@
centurytel.net

  

2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona                                                               
360.674.2628            
Vice President                                          Larry Salter                  
Secretary                                             Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                                                Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate                                       George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                                           Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher
• Ruth Bond
• Robert Cairns  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber
• Robert Hoag 
• Doug Garner 
• Dodie Garner 
• Bob Lamb 
• Neva Lamb  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 

Now Hear This is the official newsletter 
of the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council 
of the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

Have you checked out our newly revised website 
and Facebook Page? Alan Beam has done wonders 
at bringing our website back to life. He has also 
created a Facebook filled with current articles 
from a wide variety of reliable sources. The 
Addresses are on the front page, so be certain to 
see what is new!  

. 

Aug 4 -  US Coast Guard 223rd Birthday
Aug 6 -  Board of  Directors @ 5:30 Silverdale Firehouse 
Aug 7 -  USCG Airstation Port Angeles All Hands Meeting
Aug 9 -  Naval Base Kitsap Change of Command
Aug 9 -  MFPU Picnic @ Raab Park 2 PM
Aug 13 - Navy League Luncheon @ Bangor Trident Ballroom, Capt Joe      
Raymond USCG, Deputy USCG Sector Puget Sound
Aug 23 - Portland Navy League Astoria Tour

Sep 3 -  Board of  Directors @ 5:30 Silverdale Firehouse
Sep 10 - Navy League Luncheon @ Bangor Trident Ballroom, Capt Steve 
Williamson Commander PSNS &IMF
Sep 20 - Navy League Tour Boeing

Share Past Issues of Seapower

Please bring past issues of the Sea Power magazine to our lunches so that they can be 
shared with others.  These magazines that are part of your membership benefits, have 
so much great information that can be shared with others.

Thanks to Norm Marten and Doug Garner for bringing some of their magazines to 
share.  We have many requests for these magazines from our friends who are active 
duty or in rest homes, so if you don’t want to collect them, pass them on.



Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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