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In early 2010, a comment from a visitor 
about the condition of the military flags 
led to an unusual partnership. Museum 
Development Officer and Grant 

Program Manager Jeff Bauknecht suggested 
approaching the Air Force Association to help 
fund the cost of the flags. His first call was to 
then State Air Force Association President 
Rick Sine, who he met a couple of years 
earlier, but unknown to Jeff, was the person 
who had made the original observation of 
the flags. After a good laugh, Rick suggested 
contacting then Navy League of the United 
States National VP Tom Jaffa, representing 
the Navy, Marines, and Coast Guard, to 
join in the project. Tom along with his 
wife, Diane Jaffa (Seattle Council President 
of the Navy League), enthusiastically 
agreed to join and become founding 
members of a great new partnership.  
 
After an initial conversation, Rick and Tom 
invited retired Army Lt. Col. Alex Thole, 
past president of the Seattle Chapter of 
the Association of the United States Army, 
to complete the team. “It is an honor to 
work with the other service organizations 
to increase the public’s awareness and 
knowledge of the sacrifices and commitment 
of our military and their dedication 
to serve our great nation,” said Thole. 
 
The group held its first planning meeting 
in March 2010 to discuss the details of the 
event. After considering several appropriate 
dates such as Flag Day, Memorial Day, 
Fourth of July, and Veteran’s Day, the 
group settled on Armed Forces Day for 
the event. Most Americans understand the 
meaning of these other days, which honor 
our country’s history and the service of our 
military men and women, those living and 
those who have made the ultimate sacrifice. 
 
Falling one week before Memorial Day, Armed 
Forces Day is often overlooked. Ask people with 
no military connection what Armed Forces 
Day is and you will likely get a blank stare or an 
answer connected to remembering those who 
gave their lives in service to our country. In 
fact, Armed Forces Day does just the opposite 
by recognizing service men and women 
currently on active duty around the globe. 
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Armed Forces DayArmed Forces Day

The Museum of Flight



museumofflight.org Aloft    May | June 2013   17  

On Aug. 31, 1949, Secretary of Defense 
Louis Johnson announced the creation of 
an “Armed Forces Day” to replace separate 
Army, Navy, and Air Force Days. The 
single-day celebration stemmed from the 
unification of the Armed Forces under one 
department, the Department of Defense.

The choice of Armed Forces Day by the 
military associations created an exciting 
opportunity, as there was no organized event 
in King County recognizing Armed Forces 
Day. The committee members believed this 
was a great opportunity to inspire and educate 
the public about the meaning of Armed Forces 
Day through a brief history of each branch and 
an explanation of the symbolism of the military 
flags themselves. Ever wonder why there is 
globe, eagle, and anchor on the Marine flag?

“Partnering with our fellow military 
support organizations and the Museum 
has provided a wonderful opportunity to 
acknowledge those serving our country 
in the Armed Forces and to help carry out 
our NL mission of  support and raising 
enhanced public awareness about the vital 
role these volunteer service members and 
their families play in the safety, security 
and economic well-being of  our nation,” 
said Tom Jaffa, the current NW Coastal 
Area President of  the Navy League. “I am 
very proud of  this event, which I hope will 
become one of  the largest in years to come.”

The 2013 event, scheduled for May 18, will 
include a public program featuring a high 
ranking Sea Services Officer, flag raising 
ceremony, a static display of various military 
assets in the Museum’s parking lot and 
informational booths. The Museum will once 
again honor our active military with free 
admission on this day for them and up to five 
family members.

Jeff  Bauknecht is the Development Offi  ce & Grant 
Program Manager at Th e Museum of Flight.

Armed Forces Day
May 18, 2013

Rear Adm. Keith A. Taylor 
District Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District

Brig. Gen. Mark R. Wise
Commanding General, Marine Corps Warfi ghting Lab

J o i n  T h e  M u s e u m  o f  F l i g h t  a s  w e 
r e c o g n i z i n g  o u r  A c t i v e   S o l d i e r s , 

M a r i n e s ,   S a i l o r s ,  A i r m a n ,  a n d  C o a s t 
G u a r d s m e n  s e r v i n g  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r l d !

Program created and presented through a partnership with the

Puget Sound Military Support Coalition
Air Force Association - Association of the United States Army - Navy League of the United States

Military Flag Raising Ceremony   » 12:15 to 1 p.m.

Military Equipment Display   » 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Public Program 
11 a.m.- Noon

Featuring:

&
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