
Commanding Officer, USS John C. Stennis
CVN-74

Capt Gregory Huffman

The son of a career 
naval officer, Capt. Greg 
Huffman is a 1989 
graduate of the United 
States Naval Academy. 
He earned a Master of 
Arts in History from the 
University of Maryland in 
1989 and a Master of 
Science in Aviation 
Systems from the 
University of Tennessee 
in 2000. 

Sea duty flying assignments include a junior officer 
tour with the 'Rampagers' of Strike Fighter 
Squadron (VFA) 83 based in Cecil Field, Fla., a 
department head tour with the 'Sunliners' of 
VFA-81, based in Oceana, Va., and command of 
the VFA-27 'Royal Maces' based in Atsugi, Japan. 
He completed multiple deployments aboard USS 
Saratoga (CV 60), USS Enterprise (CVN 65), USS 
Kitty Hawk (CV 63) and USS George Washington 
(CVN 73), and flew combat missions over Bosnia, 
Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan. Capt. Huffman was 
named the Strike Fighter Wing Atlantic F/A-18 Pilot 
of the Year for 1996 and won the Mike Longardt 
Leadership Award in 2001. 

Shore duty flying assignments include the U.S. 
Naval Test Pilot School, developmental Test Pilot 
for F/A-18 electronic warfare systems and initial 
testing of the F/A-18E/F Super Hornet in China 
Lake, Calif., and Executive Officer and Instructor 
Pilot with the VFA-122 'Flying Eagles' in Lemoore, 
Calif. h
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Our September 12th Luncheon Speaker

Community Affiliates
AMI International
Evergreen Mayflower
First Command Financial Planning
General Dynamics NASSCO
Kitsap Bank
Navy Federal Credit Union
Navy Museums NW
Olympic College Foundation
Our Place Pub and Eatery
Pacific NW Defense Coalition
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network

Traci Kokkeler
Joseph Smith
David Sorin
Simon Feldman
Natalie Murphy
Loyd Cockerham
Sally George
Samuel White
Gabriel Rees

Pamela Hurst-
Chalupka
Jorge Nolasco
David Gross (R)
Kirk Piering (R)
Mark Tomas (R)
Jon Berglind (R)
(R) - Returning 
CA Members



I want to thank RDML Mike Sharp, CAPT Kathy DiMaggio and 
the entire commissioning committee for all their hard work. 
After 4 years of planning commissioning preparations for the 
USS Washington (SSN-787), we are in the homestretch. The 
USS Washington will be commissioned on Saturday 7 October 
at 8 AM PDT on Pier 12 Norfolk Naval Station VA.
The invitations will be mailed out this week.  This is a two-
step process: the invitation will ask for how many tickets you 
desire and your mailing address. If you signed up to attend 
and have not received an invitation by the end of the month 
please contact me at bremertonnavyleague@gmail.com
Planning details are on page 5 of this newsletter.

President's Corner
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A fortunate group of Navy League members and guests assembled at the headquarters of 
SAFE Boats International in Bremerton, WA for a tour on July 14, 2017.  Upon arrival we 
were enthusiastically greeted by JD Schultz and Cindy McFarland, who conducted our 
tour.
SAFE Boats was established 1n 1997 and is a foremost manufacturer of aluminum boats 
for defense, security and first responder customers.  There are 2000 boats in service 
world wide in over 60 countries.  160 state and local customers are included, as well as 
the US Government.
Manufacturing facilities are in Bremerton and 
Tacoma, WA.  it is in Tacoma that the largest 
boats are built.  The work force, many of 
whom are veterans, presently totals 375 
employees and there are plans to hire an 
additional 20 soon.  SAFE Boats 
manufactures boats of many different sizes 
and types from 23' center console designs to 
the 85' SAFE Mk VI.  In between are full 
cabin, interceptor, walk around cabin, EMT 
and full cabin inboard.  Most come in 
varying sizes and all are customized to meet 
customer requirements.
We were taken for a walk around the shop 
areas, both inside and outside, where we 
could view the many steps in the 
approximately 3 month manufacturing cycle.  A pretty incredible and very impressive 
process.
The SAFE Boats International mission is to "provide the brave men and women in uniform 
with the most reliable boats that allow them to complete their mission, save lives, and 
protect freedom around the world."  It appears that they are doing this very well.
Sincere thanks to JD, Cindy and, as always, to Byron Faber for making the necessary 
arrangements for this tour.

 SAFE Boats International Tour July 14, 2017
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CS2(SS) Bradley White

STG2(SW) Kegan Dyer
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USS Buffalo SSN-715 Tour

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council booth at Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center Division, Keyport's Health, Heritage, and Hobbies (H3) Day

On a warm and sunny Wednesday 9 August 2017 at NBK-Bremerton, 32 Navy Leaguers received 
an even warmer welcome aboard USS Buffalo SSN-715 from Commanding Officer CDR Micah D. 
Maxwell and crew for a tour.  Buffalo was commissioned in 1983 in the "first flight" of Los 
Angeles class fast attack submarines.  As such, even though the boat is in good physical 
condition it would require an expensive inspection and recertification in order to remain in active 
service.  Buffalo also does not have the vertical Tomahawk vertical launch missile tubes found on 
later versions of the LA class boats.  Navy determined that it would be more realistic to retire 
Buffalo. and since its arrival in Bremerton in April Buffalo has been pier side pending inactivation, 
decommissioning and scrapping.  In the meantime Buffalo has a full crew on board which 
necessarily oversees the daily operational procedures normal for an active submarine.  In time 
the crew size will decline.  A normal compliment is about 120 enlisted and 20-25 officers.  
Buffalo had been home ported in Pearl Harbor until the recent move to Bremerton.
Unique to the early LA class are dive planes on the sail.  These were replaced by bow planes on 
the hull on later versions which facilitates rising to the surface under ice.  In wartime the primary 
mission of fast attack submarines is hunter-killer...something that Buffalo fortunately never had 
to do.  At other times missions such as intelligence gathering and exploration were assigned.
Our tour of Buffalo included the control room, the nerve center of the boat.  We also saw areas 
for navigation, fire control, SONAR, the mechanical room and diesel engine available for 
emergency electric power.  Additionally we saw the galley, crew's mess and ward room and 
torpedo room with 4 forward facing torpedo tubes.  To avoid triple hot bunking, some crew 
choose to sleep in the torpedo room on mats spread over the torpedo racks.  Not as private, but 
more spacious.  It was pointed out that the greatest fire risk on the submarine is the clothes 
dryer which is used by every member of the crew.  The plan of action in event of a fire there is to 
have an extinguisher in operation in less than 15 seconds!  
Our tour concluded and we all thanked CDR Maxwell and the personnel of Buffalo for the tour 
and for their service to our country.  It would be appropriate at this point to acknowledge the 
many crews that have served on USS Buffalo during the 34 years the boat has been in service and 
of course to say "well done" to SSN-715.  Thanks, too, to Byron Faber for arranging an amazing 
tour.

Norman Marten 



August 8th Luncheon and Meeting

The Coast Guard celebrated its 227th year on August 4th. 
The Coast Guard traces its founding to August 4, 1790, 
when the first Congress authorized the construction of 10 
“Cutters” (small boats) to enforce tariff and trade laws, 
prevent smuggling, and protect the collection of federal 
revenue. Responsibilities added over the years included 
humanitarian duties such as aiding mariners in distress. 
The service received its present name in 1915 when the 
Revenue Cutter Service merged with the U.S. Life-Saving 
Service to form a single maritime service dedicated to the 
safety of life at sea and enforcing the nation’s maritime 
laws. The Coast Guard is a multi-mission, maritime, 
military service and the smallest of the five Armed Services. 
Its mission is to protect the public, the environment and 
U.S. economic interests in the nation’s waterways, along 
the coast, on international waters, or in any maritime 
region as required to support U.S. national security 
interests.
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Rear Admiral David G. Throop
Commander, Coast Guard District 13



 USS Washington SSN-787 Commissioning
Now scheduled!!  October 7, 2017
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The commissioning will be at 1100 ET, 0800 PT.  Due to the date delay we were not able 
to establish a headquarters hotel with a room block. There are three recommended hotels 
in downtown Norfolk, all within walking distance from each other. There are many events 
happening during this period and rooms are going fast. Make your room reservations now!

Hilton Norfolk The Main  100 East Main Street, Norfolk, VA 23510
Norfolk Waterside Marriott  235 E Main Street, Norfolk, VA 23510
Sheraton Norfolk Waterside Hotel 777 Waterside Drive, Norfolk, VA 23510

We have arranged bus transportation to the various ceremonies to leave from each of 
these hotels. More Details to follow: 

 

http://www3.hilton.com/en/hotels/virginia/hilton-norfolk-the-main-ORFWAHH/index.html
http://www.marriott.com/hotels/travel/orfws-norfolk-waterside-marriott/
http://www.sheratonnorfolkwaterside.com/


 Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information
Upcoming Tours

Sept 7 at 8 AM - NUWC Keyport.

October 19 (Tentative) - USS John C 
Stennis CVN-74  Waiting for confirmation 
and details.
 
January 2018 - San Diego Navy base, ship 
& SEAL training center - waiting for them to 
confirm dates Probably a 3 day event to 
include the USS Midway and harbor tour, 
perhaps a tour of Navy base Coronado, as 
well.

For more information or to sign up for 
tours, go to our web page https://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ or 
contact  Byron at 
Email: byfaber@centurytel.net
Home: 360-638-1235
Cell: 360-434-1144 
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President:  Alan Beam
Phone 360-440-2812
Vice Presidents:  Steve Westover

    Robert Lamb
Secretary:  Larry Tellinghuisen
Treasurer: Dave Ellingson
JAG: Bob Battin
Past President:  Tim Katona

Ruth Bond
Ton Danaher
Byron Faber
Patricia Faber
Joe Hulsey
Jack James
Neva Lamb
Robert Lamb

Jerry Logan
Cynthia Martin
Helen Miller
George Rose
Larry Salter 
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub

2017 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2017 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Washington SSN-787
USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
US Coast Guard MFPU
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
US Coast Guard Port Angeles
US Coast Guard Base Seattle
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

Like us on Facebook:
Navy League of the United States 
Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council

Upcoming Navy 
League Luncheons
Luncheons are on the second Tuesday of 
the month.  The next three luncheons will 
bo on:

September 12th 
October 10th 
November 7th

Location for luncheons is the Bangor 
Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, NBK, 
Bangor.  Doors open at 11:00.  Lunch 
begins at 11:30.
To register, call Reality Station at 360 
377-5699.
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Please consider choosing our Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council 
of Navy League to receive your CFC or CFD 2017 donations
CFC # 19117
CFD # 1481953

Amazon Smile
For those of you who use Amazon for some of your shopping, for 
future purchases log on to smile.amazon.com and designate our 
Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council to Amazon Smile 
contributions.  Amazon will send us a donation of 0.5% of every 
dollar you spend using Smile.Amazon.com   It costs you nothing 
except the time to type Smile. Amazon.com when you shop.  Amazon 
does the rest.
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