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November 12   Luncheon Speaker
LCol Stephen Keane Commanding Officer
Marine Corps Security Battalion Bangor 

“On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a resolution of the Continental Con-
gress. Since that date many thousands of men have borne that name Marine. In memory of them 
it is fitting that we who are Marines should commemorate the Birthday of our Corps by calling 
to mind the glories of its long and illustrious history.” John A. Lejune, 13th Commandant of the 
Marine Corps, 1921.

 The Commandant went on to say that “the record of our Corps is one which bears comparison 
with that of the most famous military organizations in the world’s history. From the Battle of 
Trenton to the Argonne, Marines have won foremost honors in war and in the long era of tran-
quility at home. Generation after generation of Marines have grown gray in war in both hemi-
spheres, and in every corner of the seven seas so that our country and its citizens might enjoy 
peace and security.”

 Each year, the current Commandant sends out a message to all of the Marine units. We look 
forward to hearing this year’s message. The Marines demonstrate their drill team skills and their 
traditions, such as recognizing the oldest and youngest Marine in the room. If you know of an 
older Marine, please encourage him or her to attend.

Toys for Tots will also be collected. Please bring an unwrapped toy or a donation for this 
wonderful program.

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed by lunch and then the 
very special program by the Marines. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ball-
room, NBK, Bangor. Come support our country’s largest Marine Security Force Battalion. These 
fine young men and women are so very special.

This is a great program so bring your friends and neighbors

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. Please 
call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is November 5
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.

Marines Celebrate 238th Birthday 
 On November 12, members of the Marine Security Force 
Battalion under the able leadership of Lt. Col Stephen 
Keane will celebrate their birthday at our regular monthly 
luncheon.

 MCSFBN Bangor provides a dedicated quick reaction 
security force for Naval Base Kitsap. The MCSF Battalion, 
Bangor is the largest of the Security Force Battalions in the 
world. It is an independent Command, capable of self-ad-
ministration, organized to support and accomplish their own 
particular mission. 

2014 Officer Nominations 
We are seeking volunteers for the posts 
of President, Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Judge Advocate. If you are 
interested in nomination for any of these 
positions, please contact any member of 
the Nominating committee.

The Nomination committee consists of 
Alan Beam (Chairman) Bob Lamb, Byron 
Faber, Jessie Young and Roger Wood.

 A proposed slate will be presented at 
the November Luncheon and member 
voting will take place at the December 10 
meeting.
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The Making of a Navy
Americans early on chose to establish a navy; in fact, they did so nine months before they declared themselves politically independent. To Amer-
icans, a navy was a symbol of their sovereignty, their national maturity, and their determination to fight for control of their seaboard frontier. 
Throughout its history, the United States has had a navy for all but nine years. 

John Paul Jones’s Ranger

In the fall of 1775, Americans initiated a privateering campaign against British commerce, and on 13 October the Continental Congress established 
a small naval force. The record of the Continental navy was mixed during the revolutionary war. Its cruisers ranged far and wide and demonstrated 
that British commerce was nowhere safe. Few of the navy’s larger ships ever put to sea, however, because most of the frigates Congress authorized 
to be built were either destroyed by British forces or burned by the Americans to prevent capture. While sea power clearly had played an extremely 
important role in the Revolution, the years immediately following the war were difficult ones for the Continental navy. Two years after the end of 
the war, the money-poor Congress sold off the last ship of the Continental navy, the frigate Alliance.

In the 1790s the Algerians again began to prey on U.S. commerce in the Mediterranean. Once again, Congress debated whether the nation ought to 
buy protection or establish a navy to safeguard shipping. In March 1794 Congress decided to respond with force and passed a naval act that called 
for the construction of a half-dozen frigates. The United States again had a navy. The new frigates were to be well built and heavily armed, akin 
to twentieth- century battle cruisers-fast enough to run from European ships of the lines, powerful enough to overwhelm any European or Barbary 
cruiser in a single-ship duel. Work began on the forty-four-gun frigates Constitution, United States, and President and the thirty-six-gun frigates 
Congress, Constellation, and Chesapeake. 

1775: FOUNDING OF THE MARINE CORPS -A LEGACY IS BORN
“On November 10, 1775, the Continental Congress approved the resolution to establish two battalions of Marines able to fight for independence at 
sea and on shore. This date marks the official formation of the Continental Marines.”

Leading up to the American Revolution, a committee of the Continental Congress met to draft a resolution calling for two battalions of Marines 
able to fight for independence at sea and on shore. The resolution was approved on November 10, 1775, officially forming the Continental Marines.

“Resolved, that two Battalions of Marines be raised consisting of one Colonel, two Lieutenant Colonels, two Majors & Officers as usual in other 
regiments, that they consist of an equal number of privates with other battalions; that particular care be taken that no persons be appointed to office 
or inlisted into said Battalions, but such as are good seamen, or so acquainted with maritime affairs as to be able to serve to advantage by sea, when 
required. That they be inlisted and commissioned for and during the present war with Great Britain and the colonies, unless dismissed by Congress. 
That they be distinguished by the names of the first & second battalions of American Marines, and that they be considered a part of the number, 
which the continental Army before Boston is ordered to consist of.”

Resolution of the Continental Congress on 10 November 1775

1st Commandant: Major Samuel Nicholas (1775-1783)

As the first order of business, Samuel Nicholas became captain and commanding officer of the newly formed Marines and visited numerous public 
inns and taverns throughout the city of Philadelphia to begin recruiting. One of his first recruits was popular patriot and tavern owner Robert Mul-
lan. Capt Mullan owned Tun Tavern, which subsequently became part of military lore as the birthplace of the Marine Corps.

Each year, the Marine Corps marks November 10 with a celebration of the brave spirit which compelled these men and thousands since to defend 
our country as United States Marines.
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Veterans Day Celebration
Where: Kitsap Sun Pavilion County Fairgrounds 

When: November 11, 2013 

Time: Doors open at 9:00 AM, close at 1:00 PM 

Admission: Free 

Information Booths: 25 booths with military related 
displays, including vintage uniforms and vehicles 

Food: Donated by Crazy Erics Drive In, Costco 

Music: Bremerton High School Marching  Band 

Join us at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion on the Fairgrounds as we pause to remember and honor our veterans. Doors open at 9 so that you can view the 
many displays and visit the 25 booths. Arrive early so that you can find a place to sit as over 1800 people are expected to attend. 

The actual program begins at 10:30 AM with pomp and circumstance of a very formal Parade of Colors. Rear Admiral Dietrich Kuhlmann, Com-
mander, Submarine Group Nine and Guy Stitt, Bremerton Navy League Ambassador will welcome everyone. County Commissioner Josh Brown 
will introduce all of the dignitaries. The Bremerton High School Marching Band will provide the music. 

The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of Navy League is proud to provide the coordination and funds for this memorable event along with 42 
other organizations. Special thanks go to Navy League members, Earle and Sandra Smith for their hard work throughout the year to make certain 
that this program is very special. 

This year, the keynote speaker is Lourdes E. Alvarado-Ramos, Director, Washington State Department of Veterans Affairs. Alfie Alvarado-Ramos 
joined WDVA in 1993 and was appointed Deputy Director in 2005. She has a unique understanding of the agency, having led the Veterans Services 
Division and each of the State Veterans Homes as Superintendent. Alfie served 22 years on active duty, retiring in August 1993 as Command Ser-
geant Major and Troop Command Sergeant Major of Madigan Army Medical Center in Fort Lewis, Washington. During her military career, she was 
the recipient of numerous awards and decorations to include the Legion of Merit, Order of Military Medical Merit, Expert Field Medical Badge and 
Meritorious Service Medals. 

Crazy Eric’s Drive In will be providing free refreshments following the program. Thanks also to the City of Bremerton, Kitsap Sun, Raytheon, 
Costco and the County Commissioners for their great support of this event.

Heroes Welcome 2013
Fleet & Family Support Center will host Naval Base Kitsap’s seventh annual Heroes’ Welcome from 1 PM 
to 3 PM on Friday, Nov. 15, at the Naval Base Kitsap Bangor Chapel. This event will acknowledge the 
exemplary service of our Navy and Marine active duty and reserve individual augmentees (IAs) and the 
sacrifice of their families.

The augmentees and their families will be honored with special 
recognition certificates and appreciation gifts including a “Quilt of 
Valor” for each Individual Deployer. Additionally, a gift bag will be 
distributed to each IA family member in attendance. A reception will 
follow after the ceremony.

There will be a resource fair featuring Fleet and Family Support Cen-
ter information and counseling services, available after the ceremony.

Navy League members are encouraged to attend!

Maritime Force Protection Unit Ribbon Cutting Ceremony
The Maritime Force Protection Unit held a Ribbon Cutting ceremony to celebrate the completion 
of their new facility at Naval Base Kitsap, Bangor. The unit is responsible for protecting vessels 
transiting to and from Naval Base Kitsap Bangor. Both US Coast Guard  and Navy personnel serve 
together to accomplish this mission.

Comments were made by RDML Bolivar, Commander Naval Region Northwest, RADM Gromlich, 
Commander US Coast Guard District Thirteen, Captain Zwolfer, Commanding Officer Naval Base 
Kitsap, and Commander Thomas Sullivan Commanding Officer MFPU Bangor. 

The “new” facility is the renovated Navy brig.  Transforming the building designed to house military prisoners to meet the needs of the members of 
the Maritime Force Protection Unit was a challenge and required many crew members spending hours transforming the building.  This renovated 
facility consolidates several small facilities distributed around the base into one modern facility.
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Unrest around the world and budget constraints at home have many Americans concerned about the ability of our military to influence events 
abroad. It is clearly getting harder to remain preeminent in all “domains” – air, land, maritime, undersea and in the electromagnetic spectrum and 
cyberspace – as technology and geography combine to challenge our ability to counter threats in key regions around the world. 

One domain in which our superiority is assumed, however, is under the sea.

Yet even this long-standing advantage is not guaranteed. Military and commercial activity under the ocean is rapidly increasing, which could detect 
or conflict with our forces’ operations or create new threats to our interests. Other nations are fielding increasingly capable and longer-range sub-
marines while companies and scientists are sending unmanned vehicles and sensors throughout the ocean to find everything from fish stocks to oil 
deposits.

This increased undersea activity can benefit the world economy and environment – but it can also create new dangers. Imagine a scenario in the 
future where we find ourselves without electronic communication with Europe, Africa and Asia because an adversary cut the fiber optic cables 
that carry more than $4 trillion a year in international financial transactions. An undersea attack on a tanker or cargo ship coming into Long Beach, 
California, could shut down operations at our nation’s busiest port and cost our economy an estimated billion dollars a day. Overseas, our warships 
could come under unprovoked attack from midget submarines or mines while transiting straits or geographically constrained areas. Imagine another 
scenario like the sinking of the South Korean ship Cheonan by a North Korean submarine in 2010. While events such as these are unlikely, their 
consequences should give us pause.

For the last half century, submarines have been the centerpiece of our undersea capability. Today our Virginia class attack submarines are the best 
in the world and among the most economical. The last several Virginia submarines were completed early – the USS Minnesota, commissioned this 
month, was completed almost a full year early – and on or under budget. Every day, these ships and our guided missile submarines gather intelli-
gence, deploy special operators and stand by to launch cruise missiles, as USS Florida did in support of Operation Odyssey Dawn, in Libya. Our 
submarines are a tremendous advantage for us because they can do these operations undetected anywhere in the world. Anywhere.

Other countries have seen the advantage submarines provide the United States and are following suit. There are about 150 diesel and air-indepen-
dent propulsion submarines on order around the world – none of them American – and about a dozen new nuclear submarines under construction 
outside the United States. Many of these submarines will carry land-attack and anti-ship cruise missiles, advanced torpedoes and mines. Some will 
carry nuclear weapons.

Maintaining our undersea advantage with a growing number of other military, commercial and scientific players in the mix will require more than 
submarines. As capable as our Virginia-class subs are, a single submarine can only be in one place at a time. To keep our edge, we will instead have 
to employ a comprehensive approach to undersea warfare using aircraft, surface ships, submarines, satellites, electromagnetic and cyber capabili-
ties, unmanned vehicles in the air and water, and fixed and portable underwater sensors.

We are fielding this broad portfolio of undersea warfare systems today and will endeavor to keep up the effort despite a tough budget environment. 
The P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft, based on the Boeing 737 design, will deploy to the Western Pacific at the end of this year. In interna-
tional exercises such as “Rim of the Pacific” last summer, the P-8A exceeded all our expectations in its ability to find and track submarines. The 
P-8A is so good, in fact, that it will be our workhorse for anti-submarine warfare, using its speed and endurance to find and defeat more enemy 
submarines than any other platform.                                                                                                                                               Continued Next Page

How The U.S. Can Maintain The Undersea Advantage
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How The U.S. Can Maintain The Undersea Advantage - Continued

As superb as the Poseidon is, a jet aircraft is not the best way to escort ships far from shore on long transits, or to provide close-in defense to carri-
ers and amphibious assault ships. Surface ships remain well-suited for these missions. Our Arleigh Burke destroyers and their embarked MH-60R 
helicopters carry highly capable towed and dipping sonars and processors that have demonstrated their effectiveness empirically through the last 
several years of real-world operations. The same proven technology forms the core of the anti-submarine “Mission Module” of the littoral combat 
ship, or LCS. Our first LCS, the USS Freedome, is currently on deployment in the South China Sea and the first of these anti-submarine mission 
modules will begin testing next year.

The challenge to exploit our undersea advantage and find threats globally in the coming years is too big a job for only manned submarines, ships 
and aircraft. There is a finite number of these manned platforms and the number of places where we will have to rely on undersea capabilities is 
growing as more nations invest in advanced radars, electronic sensors and missiles to threaten anything on or above the water. Also, the growing 
number and sophistication of other nations’ submarines demands that our anti-submarine warfare systems be able to maintain a continuous and 
widespread effort to find and defeat undersea threats – including along our own coastlines.

To get that broad, enduring coverage we will complement our manned ships and aircraft with fixed and portable sonar arrays such as the Persistent 
Littoral Undersea Surveillance, or PLUS. The PLUS successfully completed its first deployment last year – sitting on the ocean floor, listening to 
undersea contacts and sending its results back home (in real-time) via an unmanned vehicle and satellite link. We are also fielding a whole family of 
unmanned underwater vehicles including a 20-foot long, 5-foot diameter vessel which can autonomously travel hundreds of miles and operate for 
weeks to months. Unlike the remote-control vehicles used for ocean exploration or aerial surveillance, this large unmanned vehicle is programmed 
with its mission before launching from a ship or pier. It is then smart enough to conduct its mission and avoid obstacles (including other ships) 
along the way. The only time an operator has to intervene is to change the mission or to respond to a fault in the vehicle.

Together, fixed and portable sonars, unmanned vehicles and mobile sensors will form a network to detect threats, especially around critical undersea 
infrastructure or ships, and direct manned platforms to investigate or respond. A key challenge in this will be to collect all the relevant data from 
these systems in real time and coordinate their operations with manned platforms. Today we are prototyping systems to communicate with under-
water sensors and vehicles using sound or lasers and are fielding a new undersea warfare decision support system to manage the undersea network.

Unimpeded undersea access is a key contributor to our ability to gather intelligence and project power; unmanned vehicles will be part of these 
missions as well. Our large unmanned vehicles will be able to conduct surveillance or, if armed, conduct attacks far from our shores without being 
detected and without risking our Sailors. 

Smaller vehicles also can do these missions, launched from ships or submarines. We will expand the capacity of our next block of Virginia subma-
rines to deploy unmanned vehicles with the Virginia Payload Module, which adds a section of hull with four large (7-ft diameter) payload tubes to 
the current submarine design. These large payload tubes will also carry missiles and will replace the current missile capacity that will be lost when 
our current guided missile submarines retire in the next decade.

Unmatched capability in the undersea domain is among our most important military advantages. However, what was once an open territory is 
becoming the domain of choice for industry, academia and potential adversaries. To retain and exploit our superiority we must sustain our invest-
ments in emerging technology and the training that keeps our Sailors proficient. This will remain a priority of our Navy as we address our budget 
challenges so we can assure access and maintain freedom of the seas.

Adm. Jonathan Greenert is the Chief of Naval Operations and a career submariner.                         Published in Defense One on 21 October 2013.

Upcoming Tours
We are soliciting interest in multiple day trips. We have done these in the past with great success. If there is sufficient interest (10- 15 people) we 
will plan two trips in 2014.

The first trip will be to San Diego tentatively scheduled for 6-7January. On January 6th we are 
proposing a Harbor Tour and a tour of the USS Midway, and if time allows a tour of  the Mari-
time Museum of San Diego. On the morning of the 7th we will board a bus for a tour of the San 
Diego Naval Base at 32nd Street. After the Bus tour of the Base we will tour one of the ships 
homeported there. We will tour be something other than submarines and or aircraft carriers.

The Second trip we are proposing is a trip to Astoria in 
August.There is so much to see in this area that we are 
proposing spending a day in Astoria OR and a Day in 
Ilwaco WA  across the Columbia River

Possible Oregon tour items include US Coast Guard 
Sector Columbia River, Columbia River Bar Pilots 
Facility, and the Columbia River Maritime Musem. 

Possible Washington tour items include US Coast Guard 
Station Cape Disappointment with it’s National Motor  
Lifeboat School, The Cape Disapointment and North-
head Light. If either of these tours interst you please 
contact Byron Faber (360) 434-1144.

Columbia River Maritime Museum

Maritime Museum of San Diego

USCG Station Cape Disappointment
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September 20 Tour of Boeing and the Flying Heritage Collection
On Friday, September 20, 2013 a fortunate group of Navy Leaguers and guests were 
treated to the rare experience of a VIP tour of the Boeing plant in Everett, WA.  Un-
like the public tours which view aircraft construction from a high balcony we actually 
walked the factory floor and got a real close up look at the process.  And what a process!  
At the present time Boeing is simultaneously building 747s, 767s 777s and 787s at 
Everett.  Parts arrive by train, truck and air “just in time” to insure no interruption in the 
production flow.

The Boeing factory was built in 1966 and there are presently 40,000 employees working 
there in 3 shifts.  One of those employees is 90 years old and has 70 years of Boeing 
service…and has no plans to retire any time soon.  The facility occupies 98 acres and 
could hold 75 football fields.  Two and one half NASA launch assembly buildings could 
fit inside, and can, without challenge, claim the title of the world’s biggest building.

We saw inverted fuselage sections where parts were being installed, giant rotating devices to turn them upright, huge overhead cranes which travel 
on 39 miles of track, small to large parts waiting for installation, including seats that have values of $90,000 to $225,000each, as well as aircraft 
in various stages of completion.  Amazing details were shared such as that a 747 has nearly 6 million parts (half of them fasteners) but a 777 has 
“only” 3 million parts due to improved design and construction techniques.  A 747 can carry 64,000gallons of fuel, good for a range of 8,000 miles, 
but is delivered with only 4,000 gallons on board…it’s up to the buyer to fill the tanks for the first time.  More amazing statistics and details were 
heard than could be reported here, but one that was a real attention getter is that the engine casing for one engine on a 777 is larger than the diame-
ter of the body of a 737.  Each 777 engine costs $20-25 million.  Having had this amazing experience will give us all a new appreciation when we 
see Boeing aircraft in flight.  Thank you to our tour guide and all the people at Boeing for showing us this special place.
Following the Boeing tour we relocated to Paul Allen’s Flying Heritage Collection of 
war birds at nearby Paine Field.  The collection includes WW II military aircraft from 
the US, Germany, Japan, Great Britain and Russia. One exception to the WW II period 
is a very modern MIG 29...which is still flown occasionally.  All of the aircraft, some 
being the only examples still in existence in the world, can be flown and except for 
two very rare examples, all are flown from time to time.  Paul Allen does not believe 
in the “stuffed and mounted” approach in his collection.  Each item has a story posted 
by it as to individual origin and history, and the excellent presentation by our docent 
substantially enhanced this information.  A truly neat place that we are fortunate to 
have so nearby and a great second stop on our tour.  Thank you Paul Allen and every-
one at Flying Heritage Collection. And last, but in no way least, a huge thank you to 
Byron Faber for setting up both of these tours. - Norman Marten

Bremerton Navy League friends.
It has been almost three months since I took command of the Bad Fish. Before the Change of Command I had the honor to meet some representa-
tives of the Bremerton Navy League, including Pat and Byron Faber, and Helen and George Miller. I hope to sustain the relationship between the 
ship and city, and I look forward to continuing to develop those bonds.

I have to say for me that it has been a great pleasure getting to know the crew of Bremerton. The Bremerton team has done many great things in the 
last few months, and I’d like to tell you all about Bremerton’s important work.

At the beginning of August, we left Pearl Harbor to conduct Submarine Command Course operations. This is a very important mission, as we were 
the host to over twenty future Commanding Officers and Executive Officers in the Submarine Force (including guest officers from Australia and the 
Netherlands) and helped to prepare them for command of their own submarines. It was a very intensive underway in which we conducted almost 
every Submarine Force mission, including the launch of 14 exercise torpedoes at surface ship and submarine targets. The embarked command 
course instructor and all of the students were very complementary of the professionalism and attitudes of the Bad Fish Sailors. It made me proud to 
be part of this crew.

At the end of August, we got underway for a Service Weapons Test, in which we successfully launched two exercise and two warshot torpedoes 
(both of which actually detonated on a target buoy). The Service Weapons Test is an annual verification that the torpedoes in our inventory will 
operate as designed. This is a very important test that is rooted in our World War Two history. At the beginning of the war, many of the Submarine 
Force torpedoes did not detonate when fired at enemy targets (based on design problems with the torpedoes). After the war, the United States vowed 
that we would never again be in a position where our weapons would fail our submarine crews, and as a result we prove annually that our weap-
ons will work as designed. Again, the Bremerton Sailors performed flawlessly during the test and received nothing but the highest praise from the 
embarked technical experts.

After returning to port at the end of August, we entered a challenging, five-week maintenance period. This was the first scheduled upkeep since 
before deployment almost a year ago. The Bad Fish team worked very hard, including long days and weekends for many, but our 30-year-old 
“American Classic” is now running like a dream.

I want to thank you for your support. It means a lot to the crew that we are able to maintain our relationship with our home city, and I hope that we 
can maintain a strong friendship.                                                                 - CDR Wes Bringham, Commanding Officer USS Bremerton (SSN -698)
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2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona                                                                       
360.674.2628            

Vice President                                          Larry Salter                  
Secretary                                             Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                                                Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate                                       George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                                           Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher
• Ruth Bond
• Robert Cairns  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber
• Robert Hoag 
• Doug Garner 
• Dodie Garner 
• Bob Lamb 
• Neva Lamb  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 

Now Hear This is the official newsletter 
of the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council 
of the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

Volunteers Needed
We are always looking for a few good people. If 
you are interested in getting more involved in 
Navy League and would be interested in serving 
on the Board of Directors, please contact Tim 
Katona or Larry Salter. 

Oct 27 - Navy League Birthday
Nov 1 -  Marine Corps Ball @ Kiana Lodge
Nov 5 -  Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Silverdale Firestation
Nov 5 -  Registration deadline for Luncheon
Nov 10 - Marine Corps 238th Birthday
Nov 11- Veterans Day Celebration @10AM Kitsap County Fairgrounds
Nov 12 - NL Luncheon US Marine Corp Birthday 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom
Nov 13 - US Navy League Board of Director meeting - Baltimore MD
Nov 15 - Hero’s Welcome 1PM @ NBK Bangor Chapel
Nov 15-  Marine Corps Ball @ Kiana Lodge
Nov 19 - Lake Washington Council Qtrly Mtg 6:30 PM Bellevue Red Lion
Dec 3 -   Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Silverdale Firestation
Dec 3 -   Registration deadline for Luncheon
Dec 5 -  Naval Hospital Bremerton Tour
Dec 10 - Annual Council Business Meeting/ Election of Officers/ Luncheon
              11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom
Dec 12 -IA Christmas Party @ NBK Bangor Fleet and Family Office
Dec 25-Christmas

Share Past Issues of Seapower
Please bring past issues of the Sea Power magazine to our lunches so that they can be 
shared with others.  These magazines that are part of your membership benefits, have 
so much great information that can be shared with others.

Thanks to Norm Marten and Doug Garner for bringing some of their magazines to 
share.  We have many requests for these magazines from our friends who are active 
duty or in rest homes, so if you don’t want to collect them, pass them on.

Over 450 local military attended this 
year’s Navy Ball held at Naval Base 
Kitsap, Bangor. The Chief of Naval Oper-
ations has stated that the Navy Birthday 
is one of the two Navy-wide dates to be 
celebrated annually, Since 1972 This 
occasion is deigned to “enhance a greater 
appreciation of our Navy heritage, and to 
provide a positive influence toward pride 
and professionalism in the naval service”

 The room was filled with anticipation as people had a chance to meet and mingle. 
Captain Zwolfer, Commanding Officer of Naval Base Kitsap welcomed everyone 
and Command Master Chief of NBK, Shaun Peirsel did an excellent job as Master 
of Ceremonies and kept the event rolling.

Mr. Johnson of Bainbridge Island was the speaker and he shared his first hand per-
spectives of the 9/11 events.  He was working on the 51st floor in the Twin Towers 
when the planes hit.  He described the story of his survival and shared his experi-
ences on that fateful day.

Navy League members are honored to be invited and each year we enjoy this op-
portunity to participate.  What fun to spend an evening with a huge group of young 
people who are excited about what they are doing and looking toward the future. 
Plan on attending this event next year to help celebrate the 239th year of the United 
States Navy.  

More about the birth of the United States Navy can be found on our website.

Navy Birthday Ball, 12 October 2013

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.
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Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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