
Lieutenant Colonel Karl Tinson
Commanding Officer, Marine Corps Security 

Force Battalion, Bangor
Marines Celebrate 242st Birthday on 
November 14.  Members of the Marine 
Security Force Battalion under the able 
leadership of Lt. Col Karl Tinson will 
celebrate their birthday at our regular 
monthly luncheon.

MCSFBN Bangor provides a dedicated 
quick reaction security force for Naval 
Base Kitsap. The MCSF Battalion, 
Bangor is the largest of the Security 
Force Battalions in the world. It is an 
independent Command, capable of 
self-administration, organized to support and accomplish their own 
particular mission.

“On November 10, 1775, a Corps of Marines was created by a 
resolution of the Continental Congress. Since that date many 
thousands of men have borne that name Marine. In memory of them 
it is fitting that we who are Marines should commemorate the 
Birthday of our Corps by calling to mind the glories of its long and 
illustrious history.” John A. Lejune, 13th Commandant of the Marine 
Corps, 1921.

The Commandant went on to say that “the record of our Corps is 
one which bears comparison with that of the most famous military 
organizations in the world’s history. From the Battle of Trenton to the 
Argonne, Marines have won foremost honors in war and in the long 
era of tranquility at home. Generation after generation of Marines 
have grown gray in war in both hemispheres, and in every corner of 
the seven seas so that our country and its citizens might enjoy 
peace and security.”

Each year, the current Commandant sends out a message to all of 
the Marine units. We look forward to hearing this year’s message. 
The Marines celebrate with their traditions, such as recognizing the 
oldest and youngest Marine in the room. If you know of an older 
Marine, please encourage him or her to attend.

Toys for Tots will also be collected. Please bring an unwrapped 
toy or a donation for this wonderful program.

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed 
by lunch. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident 
Ballroom, NBK, Bangor.

Registration: Please call Realty Station  at 360 377-5699 for your 
lunch registration. Please call before Nov 7. Members without base 
access; processing time can take weeks.
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Our November 14th Luncheon Speaker

Community Affiliates

AMI International
Evergreen Mayflower
First Command Financial Planning
General Dynamics NASSCO
Kitsap Bank
Navy Federal Credit Union
Navy Museums NW
Olympic College Foundation
Our Place Pub and Eatery
Pacific NW Defense Coalition
Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems
Suquamish Clearwater Casino
Wells Fargo Advisors Financial Network

New Members

Barbara Hanson-Mail
Dennis Carkonen
Constance Carkonen
Brian Wicks
Jessica Sommers
Nancy Danaher

Please choose our Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council to receive 
your CFC or 
CFD 
donations:
CFC # 19117    
CFD # 1481953

Robert Bugles 
Corinne Kuhns
Victoria Shuherk
Melinda Ellis
Tina Marie Borgert
Joe Ewalt



Thank you for making the USS Washington Commissioning a huge 
success. It was a four year effort that is finally complted. The ship 
went immediately from the commissioning back into the shipyard for 
a 6 month post shakedown availability. They are still working to get 
assigned to the Pacific Fleet. This could come as early as after their 
first deployment. In the meantime they still are one of our adopted 
units and we will continue to support them in their endeavors. The 
Navy Birthday Ball was last night and we had a table there. 
Everyone had a great time. The Marine Corps Birthday Balls will be 
held at Kiana Lodge on 2 Fridays 3 and 10 November. They are a 
real experience that you don’t want to miss. Time is running out for 
tickets. Please Contact Bob Lamb ASAP if you want to attend. 
(Email: rhlamb@wavecable.com, Phone: (360) 710-2328).  
The next event on our schedule is the Kitsap County Veterans Day Ceremony on Satuday Nov 11 
from 9:00 – 1:00PM at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion, Kitsap County Fairgrounds. We anticipate a full 
event so come early to get a good parking space. The Ceremony starts at 10:20.
This year military retirees are eligible to contribute to the Combined Federal Campaign. This is an 
easy way to donate to charity and have it deducted from your retirement check. You need to sign 
up at: https://cfcgiving.opm.gov/welcome and register as a donor.  From there, you can select the 
charity, amount, and frequency of your donation. Our Council’s CFC number is #19117. 

Those who participate in the Washington State Combined Fund Drive (CFD) can also contribute to 
our Council of the Navy League at https://www.cfd.wa.gov/   Our Council's CFD number is 
#1481953.

President's Corner
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We were honored to have 
RDML Gary Mayes, 
Commander, Naval Region 
Northwest Speak at our 
October luncheon.  He 
spoke eloquently about the 
Northwest Region, 
covering a vast area which 
includes Alaska, 
Washington, Oregon, 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, 
North Dakota, South 
Dakota, Nebraska, 
Minnesota, and Iowa.  He 
discussed the region, 

world issues and the regions bases and the vital purposes the facilities provide and 
challenges the US Navy faces in the region and world.  The talk was inspirational.   
Thanks to RDML Mayes for spending time wwith, keeping us abreast of the 
accomplishments of Northwest Region sailors and challanges ahead.   

October Luncheon
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USS Washington Commissioning
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Report from the USS Washington Commissioning - President Alan Beam

I had the opportunity to attend the Commissioning of 
the USS Washington in Norfolk Va this month.  The State 
was represented by Lt Governor Cyrus Habib, 
Representatives Derek Kilmer, and  Dan Newhouse, 
Secretary of State Kim Wyman and State Representative 
Drew MacEwen. 

Lt Governor Habib who is blind, insisted on a tour of the 
submarine. So we gave him a Braille tour of the 
Washington for about an hour. His speech’s were 
particularly impressive, since he can not read prepared 
remarks and they were truly from the heart. We were 
honored to have him attend. 

What struck me 
about the interior of the USS Washington was 
how cramped she was. It was packed to the 
bulkheads with equipment. I was stunned that 
I had much more space on the USS Bremerton! 

The big 
Virginia Class 
innovation is 
Modularity. 
The torpedo stows had been removed for the 
commission leaving a space you could play 
handball in. It can be configured for Seals, extra 
berthing or the traditional missiles and torpedoes. 

USS Washington Commissioning Commorative Envelope



 
Photos from USS Washington SSN-787 Commissioning

October 7, 2017
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Elisabeth Mabus, USS Washington (SSN-787) sponsor and daughter of 
the 75th Secretary of the Navy Ray Mabus, commissioned and brought 
to life the newest Virginia-class fast-attack submarine, during a 
ceremony on board Naval Station Norfolk.
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USS Washington's Northwest Art

In the October Newsletter the Ship's Crest and Dolphin Display box were explained.  There is 
more Native American and uniquely Washington art adopted by the USS Washington.  
The Sub adopted the blackfish nickname and embraced the 

Northwest Native Indian lore 
of the Orca Killer Whale. They 
even designed their own set 
of submarine dolphin 
insignia. 
The Bremerton Olympic 
Peninsula Navy League 

Council and the USS Washington Commissioning Committee 
supportedd the adoption of works of Northwest Native American art 
for the USS Washington.

The totem for the S’Kallam Tribe is the Orca Whale. A local 
artist in the tribe showed interest in our project. After some 
research on a Natsilane legend. two artwork here was 
designed to illustrate the story of a legendary hunter of the 
deep, Natsilane and allude to the submarine’s mission of 
Anti Submarine Warfare.

A photo from the recent USS 
Stennis (CVN-74) tour.  For those 
of you who missed this one, there 
is a tour of the USS Nimitz 
(CVN-68) scheduled for Dec 13 and 
there are plans for another USS 
Stennis tour this summer.

CHeck out page 7 for details on 
what should be an amazing event 
in San Diego coming up in January.  
A full description of this and other 
tours is on Page 7 along with 
instructions for signing up 

Tours
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Veteran's Day, 2017

Join us at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion on the Kitsap County Fairgrounds as we pause to 
remember and honor our veterans.  Doors open at 9:00am so that you can view the 
many displays and visit the 24 booths.  Vintage military uniforms and vehicles will 
be on display.  Arrive early so that you can find a place to sit, as over 1800 people 
are expected to attend.
The actual  program begins at  10:20 am with pomp and circumstance of a very 
formal  Parade of  Colors.   Captain  Edward “Alan”  Schrader,  Commanding Officer 

Naval Base Kitsap and Guy Stitt, Bremerton Navy League Ambassador will serve as the co-MCs.  
County Commissioner Charlotte Garrido will introduce all of the Military and Political dignitaries.  
The Bremerton High School Marching Band will provide the music. This year, the keynote speaker 
is Col William Reeder (USA-Ret).
The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of Navy League is proud to provide the coordination 
and funds for this memorable event along with 40 other organizations.  Special thanks go to Navy 
League  members,  John  Gardner,  the  new  Chairman  of  the  event  and  founding  Committee 
members, Earle and Sandra Smith for their hard work throughout the year to make certain that this 
program is very special.
Crazy Eric’s will be providing free refreshments following the program. Hudson Auto Centers will 
provide free cake. Thanks also to the City of Bremerton, Kitsap Sun, Raytheon, Gordon Sound, and 
the County Commissioners for their great support of this event.

Author and former POW Colonel William Reeder is the 2016 Naval Institute Press Author of the Year.  The 
Army Historical Foundation awarded William Reeder the 2016 AHF Distinguished Writing Award in the 
category of Journals, Memoirs, and Letters for "Through the Valley."

"Through the Valley" is the captivating memoir of the last U.S. Army soldier taken prisoner during the 
Vietnam War. A narrative of courage, hope, and survival, Through the Valley is more than just a war story. 
It also portrays the thrill and horror of combat, the fear and anxiety of captivity, and the stories of 
friendships forged and friends lost.

In 1971 William Reeder was a senior captain on his second tour in Vietnam. He had flown armed, fixed-
wing OV-1 Mohawks on secret missions deep into enemy territory in Laos, Cambodia, and North Vietnam 
on his first tour. He returned as a helicopter pilot eager to experience a whole new perspective as a Cobra 
gunship pilot. Believing that Nixon’s Vietnamization would soon end the war, Reeder was anxious to see 
combat action. To him, it appeared that the Americans had prevailed, beaten the Viet Cong, and were 
passing everything over to the South Vietnamese Army so that Americans could leave.

Less than a year later, while providing support to forces at the besieged base of Ben Het, Reeder’s 
chopper went down in a flaming corkscrew. Though Reeder survived the crash, he was captured after 
evading the enemy for three days. He was held for weeks in jungle cages before enduring a grueling 
forced march on the Ho Chi Minh Trail, costing the lives of seven of his group of twenty-seven POWs. 
Imprisoned in the notorious prisons of Hanoi, Reeder’s tenacity in the face of unimaginable hardship is not 
only a captivating story, but serves as an inspiration to all.

In Through the Valley William Reeder shares the torment and pain of his ordeal, but does so in the light of 
the hope that he never lost. His memoir reinforces the themes of courage and sacrifice, undying faith, 
strength of family, love of country, loyalty among comrades, and a realization of how precious is the 
freedom all too often taken for granted. Sure to resonate with those serving in the armed forces who 
continue to face the demands of combat, Through the Valley will also appeal especially to readers looking 
for a powerful, riveting story.

Guest Speaker - Col William Reeder
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 Navy League Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Information

Upcoming Tours
Dec 13, 1PM.  USS Nimitz tour.  Sign up 
now!!
 

January San Diego Trip/Tours
 
  Jan 9 - Depart for San Diego
The Plan is for 3 days with visits to several 
commands. There are Alaska Airlines 
flights from Seattle to San Diego that allow 
you to leave after our luncheon.
  
  Jan 10
Morning 2 hour harbor tour
Afternoon, USS Midway
 
  Jan 11
Morning harbor tour for those who couldn't 
get down on the 9th, lunch at the Hotel Del 
Coronado
Noon or 1 PM -Navy Base Coronado
3 or 4 PM - Navy Seal training command 
Coronado
 
  Jan 12
Morning Navy Base San Diego tour
Lunch at Anchors
Afternoon Miramar Marine Corps Air 
Station (being planned)

TBD - Summer USS Stennis

For more information or to sign up for 
tours, go to our web page https://
bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/
2017/04/17/tour-planning-2/ or contact  
Byron at Email: byfaber@centurytel.net
Home: 360-638-1235
Cell: 360-434-1144 
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President:  Alan Beam
Phone: (360) 440-2812
Vice Presidents:  Steve Westover

    Robert Lamb
Secretary:  Larry Tellinghuisen
Treasurer: Dave Ellingson
Judge Advocate: Bob Battin
Past President:  Tim Katona

Ruth Bond
Tom Danaher
Byron Faber
Patricia Faber
Joe Hulsey
Jack James
Neva Lamb

Jerry Logan
Cynthia Martin
Helen Miller
George Rose
Larry Salter 
Mike Spence
Kevin Staub

2017 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Board of Directors

2017 Navy League Bremerton - 
Olympic Peninsula Council 

Officers

Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula 
Council Adopted Units

USS Washington SSN-787
USS Bremerton SSN-698
USS Henry M Jackson SSBN-730
US Coast Guard MFPU
US Marine Corps MCSFB Bangor
US Coast Guard Port Angeles
US Coast Guard Base Seattle
SWFPAC Bangor

Supported Youth Activities

South Kitsap High School NJROTC
Bremerton High School NJROTC
Port Angeles High School NJROTC
Scorpion Battalion Navy Sea Cadets

Like us on Facebook:
Navy League of the United States 
Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula Council
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