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Amanda Windes
October 9 Luncheon Speaker

N avy League is a strong supporter of 
all sea services including the United 

States Flagged Merchant Marines.  We are so 
fortunate to have an experienced Merchant 
Marine as our speaker for our October 9 
monthly luncheon.

Ms. Windes graduated from the 
Massachusetts Maritime Academy in 2002 
with a B.S. Degree in Marine Transportation 
and an Unlimited Third Officer License from 
the United States Coast Guard. Since that 
time, she has served with the Military Sealift 
Command on the USNS Kanawa, the USNS 
Spica, the USNS Saturn, the USNS Kaiser and 
the USNS Comfort and the USNS Bridge.  
These ships were deployed on the Eastern 
Seaboard, the Mediterranean, the Persian Gulf 

and the Gulf of Mexico providing emergency 
relief for the Hurricane Katrina Disaster.

Ms. Windes served as Assistant Port 
Captain for the Military Sealift Command’s 
Pacific Fleet and in September 2006, she 
became licensed as a 1,600 ton Master, Oceans 
and 5,000-ton Fishing Industry Vessel Master, 
Oceans.

Ms. Windes has been at Naval Base Kitsap 
since October 2006 where she has served in 
a number of different roles.  Currently, her 
position is Emergency Management Officer.

To diversify her professional abilities, 
Ms. Windes returned to formal education at 
night in Fall 2007, earning a Master of Arts in 
National Defense and Strategic Policy with an 
area of study in Homeland Defense/Security 
from the Naval War College and a summa 
cum laude Master of Science Public Health in 
Emergency and Disaster Management from 
Trident University International in June 2010.

Thanks go to Mr. Tom Danaher for 
arranging for Ms. Windes to meet with 
us.  We are hoping that she will share some 
stories regarding her experiences and also 
share some of the amazing stories of the role 
of Merchant Marines in supporting military 
during major conflicts and their huge losses.  
An article in this newsletter provides some of 
that background. 

USNS Henry J. Kaiser (T-AO 187)

Change in Lunch Registration!

P lease call Evergreen Transfer & 
Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 

lunch registration. Please call at your 
earliest convenience.  Our thanks to Tim 
Katona, our council vice president, for his 
willingness to accept this new role. 
Hints to make this successful:

 � Cut off for reservations is October 4.
 � Please give your name as it appears on 

your driver’s license.
 � Spell your name to help make cer-

tain that it will be correct on the gate 
access sheet.

 � If you do not have base access, you will 
need to provide your date of birth.

Our sincere thanks to Roni Lane 
who has been doing the reservations and 
congratulations on her new job.
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World War II
Submarine 
Veterans 
Organization has 
Final Meeting
T he national organization was 

established in 1955 to honor 
submarine veterans who served in WWII.  
Of the 1,100 members, the youngest is 
now 86 and the oldest is 102.

Submarines were just two percent of 
the Navy’s fleet then, but subs sank more 
than 30 % of the Japanese navy and nearly 
five million tons of shipping.  About 
16,000 men served on the submarine war 
patrols.  The submarine force lost 52 boats 
and more than 3,500 men.

The Submarine League is still going 
strong and holds quarterly meetings at 
Bangor.

Slate of Officers 
for 2013

President’s Message
F all is in the 

air, days are 
noticeably shorter 
and we are getting 
ready for our fall 
and winter events.  
One of our biggest 

events of the year is Veterans Day 
that will be celebrated on Monday, 
November 12 this year. Usually, 1400 
to 2000 people participate.  Sandra 
and Earle Smith bring together about 
40 local organizations to make this an 
outstanding day.  Mark your calendar 
now to honor those who have served. 

This is also the time of year when we 
start planning for supporting military 
families in our area. Last year, we were 
able to support holiday giving for at 
least six different units.  What a joy 
to see the faces of these young ones.  
They are always so happy to receive 

a gift and always so well mannered.  
Parents are doing a great job!

Our nominating committee has 
prepared a slate of officers for the 2013 
year.  Thanks to the committee and the 
willingness of members to step forward 
and assume the responsibilities of 
leadership.

Byron Faber continues to do a great 
job of organizing tours for us.  Look 
for the article on our tour of the USS 
Henry M. Jackson.  It was written by a 
very talented 8th grader!  

Check the newsletter for details on 
the above stories.

Once again, thank you for your 
continued support of Navy League 
and our mission-support of the Sea 
Services!

Sincerely,
Carolyn Dankers

T he nominating committee chaired by 
Will Lent will present the following 

slate of officers at the October 9 luncheon.  
The election will take place at the 
November  13 luncheon.   Nominations 
from the floor may be submitted at that 
time.  Installation will be in January. 

Our thanks goes to the following 
people for their willingness to serve the 
council:

President Tim Katona

Vice President Larry Salter

Treasurer Erin Sorensen

Secretary Heidi Hottinger

Judge Advocate George Rose

The members of the nominating 
committee were:

Will Lent, Chair

Linda Chapman

Louis Mejia

Tina Salter

Robert Lamb

Thanks to the efficient work of the 
nominating committee.
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Veterans Day
T his year, we will “Honor Those Who 

Served” at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion at 
the Fairgrounds on Monday, November 12. 
Doors open at 9 am so that you can look 
at the antique military vehicle display and 
talk with the representatives from the many 
organizations who support this event. 

This event, honoring our veterans, is 
the largest in the state and our largest event 
of the year.  Sandra and Earle Smith work 
on the event all year long, to ensure that 
everything goes smoothly.  They do an 
outstanding job of working with so many 
of the other organizations that support our 
military and our country. 

We are looking forward to hearing 
Col. Charlie Tyrian, USMC, (ret), as the 
keynote speaker.  He is a highly respected 
motivational speaker who has requests from 
around the world. His bio, which highlights 
some of his many accomplishments will be 
in next month’s newsletter.  

Our new Commander, Navy Region 
Northwest, RDML Markham Rich has 
graciously agreed to co-host the event with 
Navy League President, Carolyn Dankers.  

Our thanks to the County 
Commissioners for their on-going support 
of this event and to the individuals and 
groups who work so hard to make this event 
special.  Special thanks goes to the Sheriff’s 
Department for their help.  

Doors open at 9 am and close at 1 pm.  
The actual program begins at 10:30 am. 
Seats fill quickly, so you might make certain 
to arrive by at least 10 am.

Last year’s Veterans Day ceremony

Monday, November 12, 2012
Kitsap Sun Pavilion
Kitsap County Fairgrounds, Bremerton, WA

9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

FREE ADMISSION! 
Brought to the 
community by 
The Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Navy League

Ceremony: 10:30 to 11:45 a.m. 

Keynote Speaker:
Retired Marine Colonel Charlie Tyrian

Program: Navy Band Northwest, Bagpiper Michael Oliver, Clan of Gordon
Ceremonial Bell Ringing - Rifl e Salute - TAPS

Displays: 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
Antique Military Vehicles, Vintage Military Uniforms, 
FREE refreshments courtesy of Crazy Eric’s Drive-Ins

Veterans Day
HONORING ALL WHO SERVED

Navy League
of the United States

Kitsap Country
Commissioners

Premier Media Sponsor

Raytheon

Sponsored by
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Submarine Tour Review
H i, my name is Hannah Kidd, I’m 

13 years old and entering the 8th 
grade at Klahowa Secondary School. 
Recently, I had the opportunity to take 
a tour on the USS Henry M. Jackson 
(SSBN 730). I thought it would be fun, 
but it was actually really educational! 
First, we took a bus to naval base Kitsap 
(Bangor) and went into this building 
that goes underground. We sat down and 
watched a movie about boomer subs and 
a power point about the different classes 
of subs and types of missiles. 

After the presentation, we then walked 
over to the training facility to see how 
our military personnel learn how to per-
form their duties on the submarine. The 
first place they took us was the “Get wet”, 
a place where the crews learn how to 
patch and repair leaks inside the sub. The 
instructor told us there were 9 different 
leaks and a crew usually took about 30 to 
40 minutes to seal all 9 leaks. We were also 
shown 3 different types of patches that the 
crews use to help stop or slow down the 
leaks.

Next, we were taken to the diesel engine 
room where we learned the different parts 
of a diesel engine and how to work on 
them. We were taught how important it 
was to keep the engine up and running 
in case the submarines primary power 
plant (a nuclear reactor) stops working 
or while undergoing maintenance. After 
we left the diesel room, we went over to 
where crew members learn how to launch 
torpedoes. There we were told how with 
the use of water and air to create enough 
pressure is able to fire a torpedo through 
the water at great distances. The torpedo 
instructor showed us pictures of what a 
torpedo can do to a ship. We learned how 
a submarine can stay several miles away 
safe while launching. When they asked 
for a volunteer to “shoot” the torpedo, my 
dad said “I will!” The noise startled me, 
but it was because it was so loud. 

The next place we went was the simula-
tor room where crew members learn how 
to drive the sub. Inside, there is a struc-
ture that actually looks like the inside of 
a real sub. Crews go in and practice pro-
cedures for diving, surfacing, underwater, 
and surface driving. The simulator moves 
and shakes to give the effects of really 
being in the water. The instructor over-
sees the crew to make sure they give the 
right commands and follow procedure 

correctly. He can add different scenarios, 
like fires, water leaks, surface boats to 
make sure that the crew can work under 
high stress conditions. The instructor said 
he would normally let us in, but a crew 
was in training at the time.

The last place we stopped was the sur-
face driving simulator. It’s like a big video 
game and you tell the big headpiece you 
have on your head where to take the sub. 
The tour guy was telling my dad (who 
volunteered) what to say and my dad got 
to drive the sub through the hood canal 
bridge without hitting anything. The rest 
of our group was able to watch him driv-
ing on the big screen. We could see what 
he was seeing through the headset he was 
wearing. The instructor told us that they 
were able to program any map anywhere 
in the world to train crew members to 
drive into any port.

Now, it was time for lunch. We got to 
go to the Inside /Out café to eat. Finally, 
after lunch we went down to the sub itself. 
We went through 3 checkpoints. The US 
marines are there to guard anyone from 
getting on the subs. When we got down 
to the sub we met our tour guides and we 
received a welcome from Commander Jef-
frey Farah.  We were asked who has and 
hasn’t been on a sub before.  We were then 
split into 3 groups: if you have never been 
on a sub before, and then the rest split in 
half. I was in group 1 of the people who 
have been on a sub before. We entered 
the sub and climbed down a really long 
ladder. First we went to the sonar room 
which is where they listen for different 
sounds to be able to detect enemy ships. 
The ship has little mini sonar spheres like 
the size of a golf ball that can be dragged 
behind or towed many miles behind the 
sub. They can record noise 360 degrees 
around them. We learned that every 
engine has its own distinctive sound. We 
were then able then to go into where the 
periscopes are. I got to look through it and 
I was shown how to work it. I could see all 
around the ship. The periscopes are for us 
to see what’s going on above the surface 
without being seen. 

Then we went over to the naviga-
tional room. We were shown the two 
big computers that help show where the 
ship is and to guide it where it needs to 
go. One of the crew members told us 
that the computers guide us without the 
use of maps. Next, we went down to the 

torpedo room. In the torpedo room, 2 
crewmen explained to us how the tor-
pedoes are loaded, and launched out of 
the sub. Our leader told us that to load 
8 torpedoes onto the sub would take 
4-5 hours at least. We were explained 
to how the torpedoes can be guided to 
wherever and to whatever direction 
they want them to go. From the torpedo 
room they took us up to look at the mis-
sile holding tubes. As we were walking 
down the hallway the leader asked us if 
we noticed anything different between 
all the torpedo tubes. It was the color! 
It changes from lighter to darker one 
way, and darker to lighter the other 
way down the long hallway. The reason 
is because it determines depth percep-
tion.  In between the tubes were sleeping 
quarters for the crew. We went inside 
and they showed us where they slept and 
where their clothes were stored. From 
there we went to the room where by 
order of the president only, they launch 
the trident nuclear missiles. I learned 
that no one on board knows the combi-
nation to the launcher safe. They have to 
receive a call and then the captain has to 
come and open the safe himself. Hope-
fully we never have to do that. 

We ended our tour and went to the 
cafeteria on board where we had coffee 
and waited for the other two groups to 
show up. After we were all there com-
mander Farah came in to thank us and 
ask a trivia question. He asked us all if we 
noticed anything different about the tor-
pedo tubes! Since I did, I raised my hand 
and he called on me.  My answer was cor-
rect! And me being blonde and all, I didn’t 
notice him walking over because I was so 
happy I got it right! Next thing I know, he 
was giving me a ship’s coin! But, not any 
ships coin. But one very few people receive 
and one that only the commander can 
hand out. After I said thank you a lot, we 
all left the sub. Lots of people wanted to 
see my coin. And my dad couldn’t believe 
it! I was so excited!

I would like to take the opportunity 
to say thanks to all military personnel 
for taking the time from their jobs to give 
this tour. I want to thank all of you for 
serving our country. I would like to also 
thank Mrs. Helen Miller for giving me the 
chance to go on this tour.

Sincerely,
Hannah Kidd
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Merchant Marine 
Commemorative Observance
United States Navy Memorial

Washington, D.C.
July 12, 2007*

Speech Delivered by Shannon Russell, 
Director of the Office of Congressional 
and Public Affairs, U.S. Maritime 
Association:

I am honored to be part of this 
observance paying tribute to those 

who have sacrificed their lives, and 
those who have defended the cause of 
American liberty. First I would like 
to say ‘thank you’ to all of you who 
are veterans, especially those of you 
who have served in the U.S. Merchant 
Marine. Thank you for your service.

Merchant mariners have defended 
the freedom of the United States even 
before we were the United States. It was 
civilian mariners in Manchias, Maine, 
who defeated the British in a nautical 
skirmish on June 12, 1775, more 
than a year before the Declaration 
of Independence. The service of the 
Merchant Marine in peace and war 
continues to this day, but what so many 
of us remember most is the sacrifices 
of merchant mariners in World War II.

More than 215,000 served in the 
U.S. Merchant Marine in World War II. 
They and their shipmates of the Navy 
Armed Guard sailed all over the world. 
The war the Allies fought depended on 
cargo brought by our merchant ships. 
Our merchant ships carried nearly 270 
billion long tons of cargo. The average 
rate of delivery in 1945 was 17 million 
pounds every hour. Merchant mariners 
were the first to go to war—merchant 
ships were being captured and sunk 
even before Pearl Harbor. They were 
the last to return; it was ships sailed 
by merchant mariners that brought the 
GI’s home.

More than 6,000 American 
seafarers lost their lives. No branch of 
the Armed Services suffered a higher 
death rate.

We should all remember that none 
of them had to go. Nobody was drafted 
into the Merchant Marine. And yet 
they went: some of them in their 

seventies, and some of them in their 
teens. They were all volunteers. We are 
grateful for their service, which was 
necessary to the survival of the United 
States and of the free world.

The Maritime Administration, 
which I represent, descends from the 
agency that built the Liberty ships 
and the Victory ships, and recruited 
merchant mariners in World War II. 
The Merchant Marine still performs 
vital services today: 90% of the 
materiel for the global war on terrorism 
moves by water, on ships crewed by the 
Merchant Marine.

This beautiful monument shows a 
rescue with a Jacob’s ladder. Merchant 
mariners continue to use their 
ingenuity and skill to provide aid 
and service in all kinds of emergency 
circumstances. In the difficult 
days on the Gulf Coast, in the days 
following Hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita, ships provided by the Maritime 
Administration served as barracks 
quarters for rescue and recovery 
workers, for police and port workers, 
and for many others, for a period of 
six months. The Director of the Port of 
New Orleans told us those ships, and 
the help they gave, were critical for the 
quick recovery of the port.

We are proud of the work of those 
merchant mariners, as we are proud of 
the work of so many members of the 
U.S. Merchant Marine. Their work is 
vital. Let us always honor their work 
and hold their memory precious.

Thank you.

*Even though thi s  was wr it ten 
f ive years  ago,  i t  prov ides  a great 
hi s tor y of  our U.S .  Merchant 
Mar ines .   Our Oc tober speaker, 
Amanda Windes w il l  br ing us up to 
date on what the Merchant Mar ines 
are doing today and the valuable 
role  the y play in suppor t ing our 
countr y and our mil i tar y.

Toys for the 
Holidays

T his year help make the holidays 

brighter for the children of our 

military families, Bring unwrapped 

toys to our October and/or November 

luncheons and we will make certain 

that they find good homes.  Cash and 

checks are also appreciated.

Thanks to your generosity, we 

have been able to bring smiles to the 

faces of many of our military families. 

Last year, we provided toys to the 

children to over 100 of the Individual 

Augmentee families, a group of special 

need children, the Marine Security 

Force Battalion, the Maritime Force 

Protection Unit,  the NBK Chaplain, 

and many more.  We are also thankful 

for the support from the Port Orchard 

and Bremerton Chamber members and 

from Operation Homefront.

Last year’s Operation Holiday Spirit
(photo by Susan Larsen)
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Navy Band 
Northwest

Tour of the Naval Air Station, 
Whidbey Island – Sept 14, 2012

H eading into the Autumn Season, 
it’s time once again to enjoy Navy 

Band Northwest during our “Keyport 
Concert Series.”  These concerts are pro-
grammed especially for our target audi-
ence - YOU!!

October 21, 2:00 p.m.
 � Public Concert
 � Keyport Naval Undersea Museum 

Auditorium, Keyport, WA
 � Navy Band Northwest’s Popu-

lar Music Group, “Passage” 
Unplugged

November 18, 2:00 p.m.
 � Public Concert
 � Keyport Naval Undersea Museum  

Auditorium, Keyport, WA
 � Navy Band Northwest’s Ceremo-

nial Band

While attending our concerts, we 
also encourage all of our audience mem-
bers to visit with the knowledgeable and 
friendly staff of the Naval Undersea 
Museum and enjoy their fine collec-
tions and displays.  This one of a kind 
museum offers rare glimpses into the 
science and operation of the U.S. Navy’s 
undersea heritage.  For more informa-
tion on this official U.S. Navy museum 
please call the Curator’s Office at (360) 
396-5517 or visit:  http://naval.under-
sea.museum.

Please take a moment to view the Navy 
Band Northwest webpage for our public 
performance schedule as it is updated 
monthly: www.cnic.navy.mil/CNRNW/
About/NavyBand/PerformanceSched-
ule/index.htm

For additional information about 
Navy Band Northwest and any questions 
about these upcoming concerts, please 
contact the Navy Band Northwest Public 
Affairs office at (360) 315-3447 or by 
email at NavyBandNW.CNRNW@navy.
mil.

Thank you for your support of the 
United States Navy and Navy Band 
Northwest.  We look forward to seeing 
you at a performance in the near 
future.

Cordially,
LTJG Robert Coats

Director, Navy Band Northwest

W e had a sunny day for 12 members 
of our local Council and about 10 

others from different Councils and loca-
tions as we enjoyed a great tour of the 
base.  As we waited at the Pass & ID lot, 
we enjoyed the Sound of Freedom  pro-
vided by F-18s and EA6B Prowlers closely 
overhead.

The first place we visited was the alti-
tude chamber, where we saw how they 
train aviators to deal with altitude prob-
lems.  The normal altitude they work 
with is 15,000 to 30,000 ft.  The training 
allows the pilots to recognize & deal with 
oxygen level loss. One simulator can be 
programmed to deliver differing levels 
of oxygen while “flying” a simulator, and 
how to recognize when the O2 levels are 
not adequate for decision making.

The next room was where ejection 
seat training was conducted.  They are 
subjected to 12-15 Gs.  We learned that 
4 people can be safely ejected in 1.2 sec-
onds.

We then saw the swimming pool area 
where the “Dunker tank” was located.  
The simulated segment of a fuselage 
contained 4 students and an instructor.  
When the device was dropped into the 
water & turned upside down, the stu-
dents needed to be able to get out safely 
and quickly.  Of course, a safety diver 
was always on hand to help if necessary.  
Other water recovery equipment was also 
present, but we didn’t see it in operation.

Lunch in the Officer’s Club followed, 

with a briefing by the base XO Capt. 
Chris Phillips.  He said the role of the 
base is to support the maintenance of 
peace, stability and free flow of com-
merce and provide military capability 
and presence for the Pacific and Arctic 
areas in the air & water.  He also noted 
the beneficial impact the base has on the 
local economy.  They supply 68% of the 
jobs in Island County and indirectly pro-
vide 88% of the economy from the Navy 
presence.  They do Search & Rescue with 
the Coast Guard, and also do several 
Medevacs throughout the  year.  He gave 
briefings on the Prowler to Growler tran-
sition as well as the P-3 to P-8 upcoming 
transition.  We were joined by a member 
of the Seattle Navy League Council and 
the President of the Oak Harbor Council.

After lunch, we headed to the hanger 
for the F-18 Growler experience and 
were shown the flight gear, as well as the 
planes.  The pilots were very informative 
and articulate. We even got to meet their 
Eagle mascot.

The next stop was to go aboard a P-3 
on the ramp, where expert crewmen dis-
cussed their roles at each station.

We also got to see the “ready rooms” 
for 2 of the squadrons.

It was a great tour with intelligent 
& competent people of our Navy again 
shining well.

We are grateful that these incredible 
people are the future of our Country.

Submitted by Patricia Germaine

http://naval.undersea.museum
http://naval.undersea.museum
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/CNRNW/About/NavyBand/PerformanceSchedule/index.htm
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/CNRNW/About/NavyBand/PerformanceSchedule/index.htm
http://www.cnic.navy.mil/CNRNW/About/NavyBand/PerformanceSchedule/index.htm
mailto:NavyBandNW.CNRNW%40navy.mil?subject=
mailto:NavyBandNW.CNRNW%40navy.mil?subject=
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the tours.

October 4  Tour of Bangor and Submarine (filled)

October 4 Deadline for monthly luncheon registration
 Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage 360.674.2762

October 9 Monthly luncheon: Topic: Merchant Marines
 Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, Doors open at 11 am. 

October 10 Council Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, Yacht Club Broiler

Oct 17-21  National Board of Directors Meeting, Arlington, VA

October 31 Halloween

November 8 Deadline for lunch registration 
 Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage  360.674.2762

November 9 Indian Island Naval Magazine Tour.  Call Byron Faber for reservations at  
 360.638.1235.

November 12 Veterans Day Observance, Kitsap County Fairgrounds, Kitsap Sun Pavilion
 Doors open at 9 am 

November 13 Monthly luncheon:  Marine Corps Birthday Celebration. Bring unwrapped 
 gifts for children Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom

November 14 Council Board Meeting, 5:30 pm, Place TBA

November 15  Heroes Welcome, Jackson Park Community Center

November 22  Thanksgiving

OCTOBER

NOVEMBER

Naval Air Station, Whidbey Island “Dunker tank”  (photo by Greg McCaffery)
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.
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