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April 8 Luncheon Speaker 
Dr David Michell

President Olympic College 

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

The April 8 Luncheon Speaker will  be Dr. David Mitch-
ell, President of Olympic College. The college’s main 
campus is a 33-acre site located in Bremerton, Wash-
ington, and its two satellite campuses are located in 
Poulsbo and Shelton, Washington. These three campuses 
serve more than 12,000 students a year mainly from the 
281,374 residents of Kitsap and Mason counties.

Olympic College offers an Apprenticeship Training 
Program in association with Puget Sound Naval Shipyard 
and Intermediate Maintenance Facility.  The apprentice-
ship program involves 4 years of intensive training in one 

of 28 skilled trades of interest to the shipyard.  Apprentices attend classes at 
the Shipyard’s Apprentice School and on campus at Olympic College. The first 
3 years are equally divided between skill training and taking college classes, 
which leads to an Associate in Technical Arts (ATA) degree as an Industrial 
Trades Technician.

Dr. David Mitchell  serves on the Kitsap Economic Development Council 
Board of Directors and is also involved in the Olympic Workforce Develop-
ment Council and the Bremerton Rotary Club. Dr. Mitchell was the Associate 
Dean for Science and Technology and vice president for instruction at North 
Seattle Community College. He was also president of South Seattle Communi-
ty College (1997 to 2002).

David has a B.A. in Mathematics from California State University, Northridge, 
an M.A. in Mathematics from Washington State University, and a Ph.D. in 
Higher Education from the University of Washington.

Doors open at 11 am and the program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor Con-
ference Center Trident Ball Room

Registration!

Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch regis-
tration. Please call at your earliest convenience.

Cut off for reservations is April 1

Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.

Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access 
sheet.

Save the Date
Bremerton Navy League GALA

17 May 2014

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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National President to speak at Northwest Regional 
Conference

Mark April 12 on your calendar for Navy League members 
from Washington and Oregon to meet the National Navy 
League President, Jim Offutt. He will share what Navy 
League is doing at the national level to support the sea ser-
vices.

This Conference is a great chance to share ideas, resources 
and experiences that will make our councils stronger and 
more effective.

Saturday will start at 8:00 AM with Continental Breakfast. 
The Kick Off session will feature our National President Jim 
Offutt, speaking on the importance of the Local Councils to our Navy League.

The topic of the First General Session will be “Strengthening our Councils” and will concentrate on Membership and 
Fundraising issues. (Recruiting new members, member retention, affiliate relations, fundraising successes).

The Second General Session will concentrate on Sea Cadets, and Youth Activities (NROTC, JNROTC, STEM, etc.). 
Information on each topic will be presented, followed by a group discussion.

The Keynote Speaker will be RDML Richard Gromlich USGG, Commander, CG District Thirteen, and Northwest 
Navy League Recognition Awards/ Northwest Navy Leaguer of the Year.

The Third General session will deal with Internal and External Communications. There will be a formal presentation 
on Community Presentations followed by a group discussion on Newsletters, Websites, Social Media, News Releases, 
and Event Announcements.

The Fourth Session will be on Council Best Practices. Each council will be given an opportunity to present two practic-
es that they are most proud of. There will also be a Sea Cadet Break Out Session to allow the various squadrons to get 
together.

Navy Leaguers, welcome to Spring.  We had a pretty mild Winter compared to the rest of the country, 
but Spring sure feels good.  If you were not at the March luncheon you missed a great presentation by 
Captain Chris LaPlatney, Commanding Officer of NAVFAC NW.  It is pretty amazing the amount of 
money the Navy is pouring into its bases in the NW—the future of our region looks bright.  

I attended a walking tour of the Bremerton Waterfront on Saturday 22 March.  This was an event coor-
dinated by Past President Dick Vlist for RADM Edward Walker, USN Retired.  Admiral Walker was the 

guest speaker for the Lone Sailor Statue commissioning ceremony May 23, 2009.  Part of the event included a tour of the 
USS Turner Joy.  Many of you may not know that Navy League has a display case aboard the Turner Joy and it is in need 
of repair.  Any members with woodworking skills who would like to help us repair it, please contact me.  The Council 
will pay for all materials, I just need the labor.

Same comment as last month—we need your help in recruiting new members!  We are currently a 450 member council, 
which qualifies us as a medium sized council—this is lower than last month.  One of my goals for this year is to get us 
back to large council status (over 500 members)—to do that, all we need is for 15% of our membership to recruit one 
new member—how hard is that?  67 new members would get us to 517.  Members come and go, so we need a little buf-
fer on the number, but I think you get my message—we need support in recruiting new members!  

Unfortunately, business travel is taking me away again, so I will not see you at the April luncheon.  Dr. David Mitchell, 
President of Olympic College, will be discussing Olympic College programs that support our active duty personnel and 
veterans.                                                                                  

                                                                                                       Thank you for all you do to support Navy League, Larry

President’s Corner
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Ed Friedrich: Member in the Spotlight

Ed is the Military Affairs and Transportation Reporter for the Kitsap Sun, a position he 
assumed about four years ago after getting back into reporting from an editor role with the 
paper.
According to his official bio from the Kitsap Sun web site, Ed was born in Bremerton and 
spent all but a couple of his 50-some years on the Kitsap Peninsula. He attended South Kit-
sap schools, graduating in 1973, served in the Air Force for a while, and then attended the 
University of Puget Sound in Tacoma, finishing with a Political Science degree. When that 
surprisingly didn’t translate into a job, he worked in construction and then studied journal-
ism for a short time at Olympic College.
After kicking around weekly papers for a couple years, he was hired by Chuck Stark in 1983 
to answer Kitsap Sun Sports phones and work on the Scoreboard page. Since then he has 
had stints in most of the newsroom positions and currently is a news reporter covering Transportation and the Military. 
He and his wife Kate and son Brady live in Gig Harbor.
We recently sat down with Ed after a monthly Navy League luncheon to gain his perspective on reporting the complex 
network of military activities in the West Sound. “Being a native of the area helped me appreciate the big changes that 
have occurred since the 60s and 70s,” Ed recalled. He explained that prior to the 1980s, the area’s military consciousness 
revolved around Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS) as a large industrial center, with other industrial activities scat-
tered around the county.
With the arrival of operating forces, starting with TRIDENT submarines in Bangor, then the Bremerton Homeport at 
PSNS, the character of the military activity became much more complex, vibrant, and ever-changing. “The personal 
stories and struggles of deploying Sailors and Marines suddenly became relevant.”
“But having been in the Navy instead of the Air Force may have prepared me better for this job,” Ed noted. “The Navy 
does so many things differently than the other services, right down to the officer and enlisted rank names.” Ed does share 
some former Air Force military duties with today’s Sailors at Bangor. After a position he had been training for was auto-
mated (B-52 Tail Gunner), Ed chose an assignment as a nuclear weapons technician and completed his military service 
in that specialty.
When asked what story or assignment he felt was most impactful to his readers, Ed refers to his coverage of sequestra-
tion last year. “I spent lots of effort researching this complex topic and trying to write the series in a manner that would 
help my readers understand what it required and its impact on them.” Ed also remembers his Tiger Cruise on USS JOHN 
C STENNIS (CVN 74) as one of the most interesting and exciting event he covered. “It was a blast--all but everyone 
getting sick, even my photographer! 
Finally, in reference to any regrets, Ed is somewhat disappointed in the post-911 era tightening of information flow from 
the military. But overall, Ed said he was content in this position, which he hopes to continue until his retirement some-
time in the indefinite future. “I’m pretty happy doing what I’m doing, and especially benefit from good management at 
the paper.
Thanks, Ed, for being a Navy League member and for keeping the West Sound community current on our Sea Services!

April 17: Captain Sandra Smith KCHS Presentation
Our Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council will sponsor Captain Sandra Smith, USN 
(ret) as the speaker for the Kitsap County Historical Society on April 17 at 6:00 PM.  
The Historical Society is focusing on women in history and has asked Captain Smith 
to share some of her stories as an early female Naval Officer.  Her presentation will be 
at the Museum at 280 Fourth Street in Bremerton.

Among her many experiences, Captain Smith remembers that when she entered the 
Navy, females wore pinstripe suits. Trousers were not allowed.  She was part of the 
team that developed a white paper on uniforms that allowed for more options.  She 
also has some wonderful stories of what she could or could not do. 

We know that Sandra will keep us entertained and we are delighted to be a part of this series honoring women.
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Local Training Facilities supporting the Navy
Olympic College

Olympic College offers a Joint Apprenticeship Training Program in association with Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and 
Intermediate Maintenance Facility.  The apprenticeship program involves 4 years of intensive training in one of 28 
skilled trades of interest to the shipyard.  Apprentices attend classes at the Shipyard’s Apprentice School and on campus 
at Olympic College. The first 3 years are equally divided between skill training and taking college classes, which leads to 
an Associate in Technical Arts (ATA) degree as an Industrial Trades Technician.

After successful completion of the ATA, emphasis shifts from academics to 
specific skill training, leading toward the apprentice achieving journey level 
certifications through the Department of Labor in their chosen trade. Upon 
completion, candidates are traditionally offered career employment status in the 
Shipyard as a journey level employee with full benefits.

Student Trainees (Apprentices) are paid while attending classes during regu-
lar working hours Monday through Friday,  every two weeks. The two weeks  
following the school weeks, are full On-the-Job Training (OJT) workweeks. Stu-
dent Trainees (Apprentices) work OJT full time at PSNS & IMF during breaks 
between quarters.

Current Apprentice enrollment is 762 with another 228 enrolled in the Helper Program. Of 10,000+ Shipyard personnel, 
over 2,500 are graduates from this program.

In addition to the program offered at PSNS, Olympic College supports apprenticeship programs in Electronics for the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center, Keyport.

Kitsap Readiness Response Center (KRRC).

The Kitsap Readiness Response Center provides firefighting, damage 
control and hazardous material handling training to the military, the 
Washington State Ferry System, private industry and the public at the 
Kitsap Readiness Complex. The Kitsap Readiness Response Center 
utilizes a state-of-the-art facility which includes classroom spaces, 
a live-fire and flooding training building, seven outdoor firefighting 
props, and an outdoor damage control prop. The combination live-fire 
and flooding training building can 
burn and flood simultaneously and is 
the only known training facility of its 
kind.

In the mid-1990s, local fire depart-
ments started looking for a perma-

nent location in which to train staff in fire fighting. A few years later, the US Navy 
approached Olympic College to train personnel in fire fighting and needed similar props 
for hands-on training sessions. As a result, the Joint Management Group was formed. 
This group lobbied for state and federal funds for construction of half of the new Bremerton Readiness Center. The Kit-
sap Readiness Response Center side of the facility is managed by Joint Management Group. The other half of the center 
is operated and paid for by the Washington Military Department.
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March  24 Navy League Tour of SAFE Boats International

April 10 Tour Madigan Army Medical Center
Byron Faber has arranged a tour of Madigan Army Medical Center 
at 9:30 AM on April 10, 2014.

As one of the Army’s most state-of-the-art and technically advanced 
medical centers, Madigan Army Medical Center, located at Joint 
Base Lewis-McChord in Tacoma WA, is one of only three designat-
ed Level Two trauma centers within the U.S. Medical Command. 
Boasting a 205 bed facility which can be expanded to 318 beds 
during a disaster, and a 24/7 Emergency Medical Department.

The hospital’s Andersen Simulation Center, which helps train thou-
sands of doctors, nurses and medics each year, received a three-year 
accreditation from the American College of Surgeons, becoming the 
only Defense Department medical educational institution to attain 
that status. And Madigan’s simulation center is one of only 21 surgi-
cal simulation centers in the U.S. to achieve a Level One status, the highest for a center of surgical education excellence.

If you are interested in attending this tour, please call Byron Faber 360-638-1235, Cell 360-434-1144 or email:byfaber@
centurytel.net

2014 Bremerton Armed Foces Festival Schedule

On March 24, 2014 SAFE Boats International graciously arranged 
for 16 Navy Leaguers to tour their Bremerton facility.  They also 
have a manufacturing location in Tacoma where the larger (over 
44 feet) boats are built.  The boats are manufactured on a largely 
custom basis for all US services as well as for over 65 countries and 
other entities around the world.  It takes approximately 6 months to 
build a boat and the assembly process is much like building a giant 
model using welds instead of glue.  Around 20 boats are completed 
each month.  Many use Honda engines and, as such, SAFE Boats is 
the #1 Honda dealer in the US.  Each boat can cost $1.5 million.

We toured through and outside the building and saw every step in 
the manufacturing process, including the giant sheets of flat alumi-
num, the precision marking and cutting of parts from those sheets, 

rolling, assembling, welding and electronics installation.  Very impressive.  An interesting note is that the hull design 
includes special stringers which help to get the boat higher out of the water at speed and insure a smooth rather than 
pounding ride.

If anyone wants to learn more about SAFE Boats (Secured Around Flotation Equipped) please visit their website www.
safeboats.com.  Thank you SAFE Boats and thank you Byron Faber for setting up the tour.  As always, a great one. 

Norman Marten

May 7: Armed Forces Festival Ambassador Final Event
May 8 Regional Library Event
May 9: Pepsi Armed Forces Festival Golf Tournament
May 10: Armed Forces Festival Military Culinary Arts Competition
May 17: Armed Forces Festival Parade
May 17: Armed Forces Festival  Heroes Barbecue
May 17: Navy League Gala Extravaganza
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NAVFAC Sailors Honored at Navy League Luncheon
The 2013 Naval Facilities Engineering Command (NAV-
FAC) Northwest Sailor of the Year was recognized by the 
Navy League of the United States Bremerton-Olympic Pen-
insula Council during a luncheon Bangor Plaza on Naval 
Base Kitsap.

 Builder (BU) First Class (SCW/SS) Joshua Cooper was 
presented a soaring eagle statuette engraved with his name 
following introduction by NAVFAC Northwest’s Com-
manding Officer, Capt Christopher LaPlatney, and Senior 
Enlisted Advisor, BUC (SCW) Kelly Daw. Capt LaPlatney 
and Chief Daw detailed PO Cooper’s achievements that 
led to his selection as the organizations stand-out in 2013. 
NLUS Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council President, 
Larry Salter, was on hand to present the statue. CAPT 
LaPlatney was also the guest speaker for the luncheon.

Petty Officer Cooper distinguished himself as Leading Petty Officer while assigned to NAVFAC Northwest, where he 
supervised the completion of 32 projects throughout the Pacific Northwest. Throughout the 2013 fiscal year, PO Cooper 
saved the Navy more than $600,000 by utilizing his detachment to complete minor projects instead of contracting for 
them.

Petty Officer Cooper later said, “I’m very honored to receive this award, not everyone can during their naval career. It 
feels good to have my efforts rewarded and that of my team recognized, and to be named Sailor of the Year is just unbe-
lievable.” “PO Cooper is a Leading Petty Officer in every sense of the word, not many First Classes can claim that,” said 
Chief Daw. “I can tell him what needs to get done and he does it. As the NAVFAC senior enlisted for [NBK] Bangor and 
[Naval Air Station Whidbey Island], it’s very comforting that as I travel between bases I can count on him.”

Navy League Honors USCG District 13 Sailors of the Year
Leaders from the Bremerton, Everett, Seattle, Lake Wash-
ington and Tacoma Navy League Councils gathered to 
honor the 2013 Sailors of the Year from 17  Coast Guard 
Units at the US Coast Guard District Thirteen Annual 
Awards Ceremony on Friday March 14, 2014. Both Active 
Duty and Reserve Sailors were honored in the Ceremony 
hosted by Rear Admiral  Gromlich.

Petty Officer 1st Class Jason L. Gale, a boatswain’s mate 
assigned to Coast Guard Station Quillayute River in La 
Push WA, and Petty Officer 3rd Class Lawrence Mayers, a 
reservist boatswain’s mate assigned to Coast Guard Station 
Yaquina Bay in Newport OR, were selected as the EPOY 
and REPOY to represent the district. 

The regional winners are eligible for national honors along 
with their peers from other Coast Guard regions across the 
nation. The Master Chief Petty Officer of the Coast Guard, 
Michael P. Leavitt, will recognize the national winners in an 
award ceremony later this spring.
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Robert Cairns
• Tom Danaher 
• Carolyn Dankers  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Heidi Hottinger 
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                            Alan Beam
                                                                     Carolyn Dankers
                                                                     Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

1 Apr    Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
8 Apr    Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
10 Apr  NL Tour of Madigan Army Medical Center @ 9:30
12 Apr  Navy League NW Regional Conference @ Tacoma Elks
12 Apr  Officer Submarine Birthday Ball @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor 
17 Apr Captain Sandra Smith Presentation to the Kitsap Historical Society
19 Apr  Enlisted Submarine Birthday Ball @ Seattle Sheraton
6 May  Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
13 May   Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor

Bremerton Armed Forces Festival
May 7: Armed Forces Festival Ambassador Final Event
May 8 Regional Library Event
May 9: Pepsi Armed Forces Festival Golf Tournament
May 10: Armed Forces Festival Military Culinary Arts Competition
May 17: Armed Forces Festival Parade
May 17: Armed Forces Festival  Heroes Barbecue
May 17: Navy League Gala Extravaganza

Share Past Issues of Seapower
Please bring past issues of the Sea Power magazine to our lunches so that they can be 
shared with others.  These magazines that are part of your membership benefits, have 
so much great information that can be shared with others.

Thanks to Norm Marten and Doug Garner for bringing some of their magazines to 
share.  We have many requests for these magazines from our friends who are active 
duty or in rest homes, so if you don’t want to collect them, pass them on.

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planning
April 10 09:30 AM Madigan Army Hospital

May - Bremerton Armed Forces Festival (See above)

June - Everett Navy Base & ship tour

July - Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor.

August - Astoria Oregon CG base, Lighthouses, Maritime Museum, Bar Pilot offices, 
about 3 day’s worth of fun.

September - Ft Lewis to see what the Army does & see their facilities

October - McChord to tour the flight line, and a C17 transport plane

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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