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CORPORATE SPONSORS

ÈVigor Industrial
ÈConcurrent Technologies Corp

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

ÈAir Management Solutions 
ÈAMI International
ÈConcurrent Technologies Corp
ÈEJB Facilities Services
ÈEvergreen Transfer & Storage
ÈFirst Command Financial Planning.
ÈFMA Chapter 14
ÈKitsap Bank
ÈKitsap Sun
ÈNational Center for  Manufacturing  
Sciences
ÈNavy Federal Credit Union
ÈPacific NW Defense Coalition
ÈPatriots Landing
ÈRaytheon Integrated Defense Systems
ÈSuquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
ÈTriWest Healthcare Alliance
ÈVeterans United Home Loans

NEW MEMBERS

ÈElizabeth Leavitt 

ÈPeter & Terry Wimmer

    
    

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. 
Please call at your earliest convenience.
 
Hints to make this successful:
   Cut off for reservations is April 2.
   Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
   Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
    If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.
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April 9  Luncheon Speaker
 Bob Cairns, Deputy Director 
Manchester Fuel Department 

Doors open at 11 am and program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor Conference Center-Trident Ball 

Room.

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
79505435837

For our April Luncheon we are honored to have Bob 
Cairns, speaking  on the mission of the Manchester Fuel 
Department which includes a physical description of the 
facility, organization, and history and how we support DOD/
Governmental Activities in the Pacific NW, Alaska, Hawaii 
and the West Coast. He will brief also  on our Manchester’s 
recent noteworthy SECNAV mission of supplying alternative 
fuels made from algae, the camelina seed and cooking oil.  
Manchester loaded 950,000 gallons of alternative fuel in 
Support of RIMPAC, in July.

Bob has spent his entire 45 year federal service career in military petroleum logistics. He has 
worked at 6 different facilities, including the largest one in the US Air Force(Goose Bay, Labrador-
Stored 93 million gallons) and the largest Navy Fuel Terminal in the continental US(Manchester-
Stores 79 million gallons). Bob worked at US Navy Station, Rota, Spain for 5 years and then has 
spent the last 27 years at Manchester, where he is the Deputy Director. Bob is responsible for 
a physical plant valued at $293 million dollars and a fuel inventory worth between $100-$250 
million dollars.

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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USS Ronald Reagan (CVN-74) Completes Overhaul and Returns to San Diego

BREMERTON, Wash. (NNS) — USS Ronald Reagan (CVN 76) departed Puget Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility (PSNS 
& IMF) in Bremerton, Wa., March 18, after completing a docking planned incremental availability (PIA) that lasted more than a year. The ship is 
now heading to its homeport in San Diego.

It was in January 2012 that Reagan executed an administrative homeport change to Bremerton, Wash. “What we’ve been able to achieve over the 
last 14 months has been amazing,” said Capt. Thom Burke, Reagan’s commanding officer. “Our crew had a huge task laid before them, but, on every 
level, our Sailors met or exceeded expectation. I couldn’t be more proud of what they’ve accomplished.”

The primary purpose of PIA is to maintain the 50-year projected service life of an aircraft carrier by taking the ship off-line for an extended period 
to accomplish deep maintenance and modernization that would be impractical during a normal in-port period. The repair period, which began in 
January 2012, involved more than 600,000 man days of work by PSNS & IMF employees, ship’s force Sailors and contractors.

More than 400 Ronald Reagan Sailors worked outside of their normal ratings and contributed to 14 DPIA teams that completed a variety of tasks. 
Cable, paint, deck, fire watch, valve, tank, and calibration teams were just some of the contributing forces that led to the ship’s successful year. “I 
can’t say enough about the heart and soul of the men and women who make up this collaborative effort,” said Capt. Steve Williamson, PSNS & IMF 
commander. “This is more than just a job – carriers are a powerhouse in our national defense and the work these Sailors, civilians and contractors 
perform is vital to ensuring our Navy warfighting force is ready.”

Major repair items accomplished during this period include overhauls of all four propulsion engines and the propeller shafts, the rudders, 
preservation (blasting, repairing, and painting) of the entire hull and a multitude of modernization upgrades. “The DPIA was successfully 
accomplished because of the dedication and willingness of the Ronald Reagan Sailors to learn something new,” said Lt. Cmdr. John Lalli, the ship’s 
maintenance officer. “Most of them were doing jobs for which they had no previous experience, but were able to execute flawlessly in partnership 

with skilled tradesmen from PSNS and IMF.”

The success of this availability stretched far beyond the DPIA itself. Sailors from all of the ship’s departments initiated more than 30 community 
service projects through the Kitsap County community.“The Bremerton area and surrounding communities opened their arms to us the moment we 
arrived,” said Burke. “From the time and effort our Chiefs’ Mess spent helping to revitalize the Tomb of the Unknown at Ivy Green Cemetery to the 
weekends our junior Sailors volunteered at the local Veteran’s Homes, we made it a point to serve those around us. It was a great pleasure to become 
a part of Bremerton, and we can’t thank you enough for allowing us that opportunity.”
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Your Council Needs your Help

In his Presidents Message, Tim Katona discussed our recent Board of Directors retreat and addressed the goal of getting more of our membership 
involved.  As you all know, we are a volunteer organization, so to accomplish our mission and to continue the outstanding support to the Sea Services 
that this Council has provided, we need volunteers.  Volunteers do not need to be on the Board of Directors to participate in committees or perform 
other support functions. If you would consider being on the Board, we take it pretty easy on new members - more of an indoctrination on how the 
Board operates.  After the first year we hope our new board members will be willing to assume committee chair positions, officer positions, or other 
leadership positions. Below is a list of positions or committees where we could use help.  Feel free to contact Tim Katona (360-731-3043) or Larry 
Salter (360-434-8932) to discuss.

 Board Members (those that would consider becoming officers in the future are particularly welcome)
    Committee Members
                                Awards Committee
  Luncheon Committee-help setting up the monthly luncheons
  Armed Forces Day Gala
  Youth Programs
                                Membership
  Newsletter editor
  Photographer to take pictures at the luncheons and other events
  Memorial Day event coordinator

Reach out to Members

President Tim Katona and board members Bob and Neva Lamb initiated the first attempt to call each of our members to verify their contact 
information and answer any questions. They hope to reach each of our members in the near future , so look forward to hearing from them.

John C Stennis Strike Group Departs Fifth Fleet

USS JOHN C. STENNIS, At Sea (NNS) — The John C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group (JCSCSG) 
departed the U.S. 5th Fleet  AOR, March 26, after spending more than five months operating 
with and supporting U.S. Naval Forces Central Command (NAVCENT).

The JCSCSG returned to the 5th Fleet AOR in 
late October after departing in January 2012, 
after spending five months back at homeport. 
“By returning to the AOR after a compressed 
turnaround at home, you exemplified the 
highest ideals of dedication and service,” said 
Vice Adm. John Miller, commander of U.S. 5th 
Fleet, U.S. Naval Forces Central Command, 
and Combined Maritime Forces. 

“The extraordinary strength, courage 
and professionalism you displayed while 
conducting more than 9,000 combat sorties 
in support of Operation Enduring Freedom 
allowed theater and national objectives to 
advance both tactically and strategically.” 
“We contributed in real ways, and you all 
should be proud of that,” said John C. Stennis’ 
Commanding Officer Capt. Ron Reis during 
an address to Stennis Sailors to announce the 
completion of their final OEF mission.

Bremerton Armed Forces Festival
“Because of our Families and for our Future” The Bremerton Chamber of Commerce is busy making plans for the  best ever Armed Forces 
Festival. This year, activities honoring our military and their families will include a big culinary competition, a motorcycle run, a golf tournament, an 
author visit, the Armed Forces Ambassador Scholarship Program, a bigger and better parade and our Gala Extravaganza at the Admiral Theatre.

May 8- Armed Forces Festival Ambassador Final Event Keyport Museum, 6pm free
May 10: Pepsi Armed Forces Festival Golf Tournament Gold Mountain Golf Complex, 7:30 
am or 1 pm starts
May 11: Armed Forces Festival Military Arts Competition Olympic College Student Center, 
10 am to 2pm-tasters needed!
May 18: Armed Forces Festival Parade Downtown Bremerton
May 18: Armed Forces Festival  Heroes Barbecue Downtown Bremerton
May 18: Navy League Gala Extravaganza Admiral Theatre 6 pm
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Fifty years ago: April 10 1963 USS Thresher (SSN-593) Lost at Sea

In company with Skylark (ASR-20), Thresher put to sea on 10 April 1963 for deep-diving sea trials off of Portsmouth Naval Shipyard. In addition 
to her 16 officers and 96 enlisted men, the submarine carried 17 civilian technicians to observe her performance during the deep-diving tests.

Fifteen minutes after reaching her assigned test depth, the submarine communicated with Skylark by underwater telephone, apprizing the 
submarine rescue ship of difficulties. Garbled transmissions indicated that--far below the surface--things were going wrong. Suddenly, listeners 
in Skylark heard a noise “like air rushing into an air tank”--then, silence.

Efforts to reestablish contact with Thresher failed, and a search group was formed in an attempt to locate the submarine. Rescue 
ship Recovery (ASR-43) subsequently recovered bits of debris, including gloves and bits of internal insulation. Photographs taken by bath
yscaph Trieste proved that the submarine had broken up, taking all hands on board to their deaths in 5,500 of water, some 220 miles east of 
Boston. Thresher was officially declared lost in April 1963.

Subsequently, a Court of Inquiry was convened and, after studying pictures and other data, opined that the loss of Thresher was in all probability 
due to a casting, piping, or welding failure that flooded the engine room with water. This water probably caused electrical failures that 
automatically shutdown the nuclear reactor, causing an initial power loss and the eventual loss of the boat.

Thresher is in six major sections on the ocean floor, with the majority in a single debris field about 400 yards square. The major sections are the 
sail, sonar dome, bow section, engineering spaces, operations spaces, and the tail section.

Owing to the pressurized-water nuclear reactor in the engine room, deep ocean radiological monitoring operations were conducted in August 1983 
and August 1986. The site had been previously monitored in 1965 and 1977 and none of the samples obtained showed any evidence of release of 
radioactivity from the reactor fuel elements. Fission products were not detected above concentrations typical of worldwide background levels in 

sediment, water, or marine life samples.

From this tragic event, the Submarine Safety (SUBSAFE) Program was established on December 20, 1963 to ensure implementation of 
recommendations resulting from findings of the THRESHER Court of Inquiry and THRESHER Design Appraisal Board. Simply stated, the 
purpose of the SUBSAFE Program is to provide maximum reasonable assurance that seawater is kept out of the submarine and that the submarine 
and crew can recover if there is a seawater casualty.
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Our Chapter had the honor of hosting Rear Admiral Keith A Taylor, 
Commandant US Coast Guard District Thirteen, headquartered in Seattle 
WA, for our March Luncheon. He presented an overview of US Coast Guard 
operations in the Pacific Northwest.

The 13th Coast Guard District provides support for the operational units 
within Washington, Oregon, Idaho and Montana. These units cover more 
than 460,000 square miles of Pacific Ocean. The district’s 1,240 active duty 
and 441 reserve men and women is augmented by 1,889 volunteer members 
of the Coast Guard Auxiliary. This team of men and women also provide 
24-hour, seven day-a-week search and rescue service, saving approximately 
260 lives each year, while assisting 7,000 others. The district also ensures the 
area’s more than 2,600 aids to navigation are maintained properly, enforces 
federal maritime laws and regulations, inspects merchant vessels and license 
their crews, and takes all appropriate steps to safeguard the region’s marine 
environment.

The Coast Guard also maintains a Maritime Force Protection Unit based  at 
Naval Basr Kitsap Bangor to escort and protect SSBNs on their transit into 
and out of port. 

March 12 Navy League Luncheon Rear Admiral Keith A Taylor USCG

Coast Guard District 13 names Active Duty and Reserve Enlisted Persons of the Year

 

Snider, who has the responsibility of being Station Umpqua River’s operations petty 
officer, 1st lieutenant, boat crew examination board member and senior duty officer, 
has also volunteered as the unit’s health promotion coordinator. Snider is not only an 
extraordinarily skilled Surfman, but is also heavily involved in local community events. 
He weaved tight relationships between the local community and the Station, and his 
efforts have contributed to more than 1,000 lbs of food being donated to the Douglass 
County, Ore., Food Bank.

Kavanaugh has also gone above and beyond the requirements of her billet. Kavanaugh 
skillfully conducted more than 300 at-sea boardings and accrued an impressive 381 
underway hours. She has forged innovative inter-agency law enforcement partnerships 
with U.S. Customs and Border Protection, Jefferson County Sheriffs and tribal law 
enforcement organizations, all while maintaining a 4.0 GPA while pursuing her 
Bachelor’s Degree. Kavanaugh leads by example as a key participant at the Women in 
D13 leadership seminars. 

Although all Coast Guard men and women perform a variety of missions, including search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, marine 
safety inspections, protection of fisheries, aids-to-navigation, port security and anti-terrorism patrols, illegal drug and migrant interdiction, and 
environmental protection, the EPOY program recognizes exceptional men and women in the Coast Guard’s enlisted workforce who are top 
performers. Considered as the “best and brightest” from the field, these individuals are selected by a panel of senior enlisted members who evaluate 
each nominee against a set of established criteria that includes performance, work ethics, military bearing, standards of conduct and a strong 
community service commitment. Once Recognized by the district, The EPOYs will go on to compete for National recognition. 

The Bremerton -Olympic peninsula Council was represented by Larry Salter,  Carolyn Dankers, Helen and George Miller. Lake Washington and 
Seattle Council also participated in the event

SEATTLE — Two Pacific Northwest-based Coast Guard petty officers were chosen as the 2012 Active-Duty enlisted person of the year (EPOY) and 
Reserve enlisted person of the year (REPOY) for the 13th Coast Guard District during a recognition banquet Saturday, at Coast Guard Base Seattle.

Petty Officer 1st Class Benjamin Snider, a boatswain’s mate assigned to Coast Guard Station Umpqua River, in Winchester Bay, Ore., and Petty 
Officer 1st Class Catherine Kavanaugh, a reservist machinery technician assigned to Coast Guard Station Port Angeles, Wash., were selected as the 
EPOY and REPOY.

http://www.uscg.mil/directives/ci/1000-1999/CI_1650_36B.pdf
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/gruasNorthBend/umpqua.asp
http://www.uscg.mil/d13/staportangeles/default.asp


February  Navy LeagueTour: Vigor Industries Seattle
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March 13 Tour NUWC Keyport
NUWC Keyport, one of two divisions of the Naval Undersea Warfare 
Center (NUWC), provides Fleet readiness support for submarines, 
surface ships, torpedoes, mines, land attack systems, and Fleet 
training systems. Support services we provide includes inservice 
engineering, test and evaluation, custom engineered solutions, and 
cutting-edge technologies that sustain and maintain our nation’s 
Undersea Warfare Systems.

Keyport Test Ranges The Navy has conducted underwater testing in 
Puget Sound since 1914, when the Pacific Coast Torpedo Station was 
established at Keyport. Our remote locations provide similar beauty 
with test and evaluation facilities for USW ships and systems located 
in Nanoose, British Columbia; Pearl Harbor and Ford Island, Hawaii; 
San Diego, California; Hawthorne, Nevada; and Guam.

On February 15, 2013 sixteen fortunate Navy Leaguers were treated not 
only to a rare blue sky sunny day but also to a tour of Vigor Shipyard 
on Harbor Island, Seattle.  Following issue of necessary safety gear 
(hard hat, glasses and ear plugs) we were given an overview of parent 
corporation Vigor Industrial by Vice President Gene Kegley.

Vigor has facilities in 7 cities located in 3 states and is comprised of 8 
interrelated companies.  They primarily build, maintain and modernize 
ships.  At Vigor there is a special focus on the employees…the people.  
There are 2000 total Vigor employees with 1000 working at Vigor 
Shipyard, Seattle. Locally there is also a presence at Puget Sound Naval 
Shipyard in Bremerton, as well as in Everett, Tacoma and Port Angeles.

A major fabrication project presently underway is construction of three 
144 car ferries for Washington State Ferries.  In Building 72 we got a 
close up look at the nearly completed hull section of the first of these 
ferries.  It will soon be moved out onto a floating drydock where the 
superstructure section (being build by a sub contractor on Whidbey 
Island) will be mated on the hull.  The second ferry is largely parts at the 
present time, with some sections assembled.  It almost looks like a giant 
model kit, but will soon follow the first ferry in the assembly process. The 
tolerance for fit is the thickness of a piece of steel.

Next we got a pier side view of where maintenance and modernization 
work is being done on  a WSF ferry (Walla Walla), two barges, a Coast 
Guard ice breaker (Healy) and a US Navy frigate (USS Rodney M. Davis  
FFG 60).  Our visit to Vigor Shipyard concluded with a spirited Q&A 
time with Gene Kegley and then it was time to turn in our gear.  Thanks, 
as always, to Byron Faber for another great tour! – Norman Marten

Washington State Ferry Tours
We will be starting up our Washington State Ferry tours in 
March. We will meet in Kingston and ride to Edmonds in 
the Pilot House and back in the Engineroom. If people want 
to have a lunch together afterwards, there are some options 
nearby – Oak Table in Kingston, Grub Hut in Kingston, Puerto 
Vallarta about 3 miles away from the ferry terminal.

The permitted size of the tours is small, 8-10 people, and 
they are very popular. Please sign up with Byron Faber 
(byfaber@centurytel.net) early and we will attempt to schedule 
enough tours to accommodate the demand. The first tours are 
scheduled for 23 and 30 March. The first tour filled within 2 
hours  of the initial notice. 
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the 
tours. 

March 23 – Kingston Washington State Ferry Tour at 10:45 AM

March 30 - Kingston Washington State Ferry Tour at 10:45 AM

April 2  - Board of Directors at Silverdale Firestation 5:00 PM

April 2 Deadline for lunch registration. Please Call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 
360 674-2762 for your lunch registration.

April 9 - Monthly Luncheon Mt Bob Cairns, Manchester Fuel Depot

April 12– Manchester Fuel Depot and WSDF Hatchery Tour

April 13-113th Officer Submarine Birthday Ball, Seattle Marriott Waterfront Hotel

April 20-113th Enlisted Submarine Birthday Ball, Seattle Sheridan Hotel

April 20 - Siverdale CofC Armed Forces Appreciation Day, County Fairgrounds

April 21 - Navy Band Northwest Concert at 2: PM  - Naval Undersea Museum

May - 2013 Armed Forces Festival Schedule

“Because of our Families and for our Future” The Bremerton Chamber of 
Commerce is busy making plans for the  best ever Armed Forces Festival. This 
year, activities honoring our military and their families will include a big culinary 
competition, a motorcycle run, a golf tournament, a special author visit, the Armed 
Forces Ambassador Scholarship Program, a bigger and better parade and our Gala 
Extravaganza at the Admiral Theatre.

May 14 - Monthly Luncheon, Rdml Kuhlman, Commander Submarine Group Nine

May 27 - Memorial Day onboard the USS Turner Joy
 
May 31 - Tour USCG MFPU Bangor at 10:15 AM
 
June 25 – Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles Tour

2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona
                                                               360.674.2628            
Vice President                                          Larry Salter                  
Secretary                                             Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                                                Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate                                       George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                                           Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

È Alan Beam 
È Tom Danaher
È Ruth Bond
È Robert Cairns  
È Charlotte Erhardt
È Drake Evans 
È Byron Faber 

È Pat Faber
È Robert Hoag 
È Doug Garner 
È Dodie Garner 
È Bob Lamb 
È Neva Lamb  
È Helen Miller  
È Tina Salter 

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of 
the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

Have you checked out our newly revised website 
and Facebook Page? Alan Beam has done wonders 
at bringing our website back to life. He has also 
created a Facebook filled with current articles 
from a wide variety of reliable sources. The 
Addresses are on the front page, so be certain to 
see what is new!  

. 

May 8- Armed Forces Festival Ambassador Final Event
 Keyport Museum, 6pm free, public invited

May 10: Pepsi Armed Forces Festival Golf Tournament 
Gold Mountain Golf Complex, 7:30 am or 1 pm starts

May 11: Armed Forces Festival Military Arts Competition 
Olympic College Student Center, 10 am to 2pm-tasters needed!

May 18: Armed Forces Festival Parade 
Downtown Bremerton

May 18: Armed Forces Festival  Heroes Barbecue 
Downtown Bremerton

May 18: Navy League Gala Extravaganza Admiral Theatre 6 pm

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/2013/02/15/save-the-date-2013-pacnorwest-submarine-birthday-balls/
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/2013/02/15/save-the-date-2013-pacnorwest-submarine-birthday-balls/
http://www.bremertonchamber.org/parade.php


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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