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Checkout our Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

March 8  Luncheon Speaker: Rear Admiral Jeffrey S Ruth, Commander 
Navy Region Northwest.

Navy Region Northwest provides consolidated base 
operations support for Navy activities in Wash-
ington, Oregon, Idaho, Montana, Wyoming and 
Alaska. The Commander oversees the assigned 
shore organization and provides facilities and space 
management, exercise coordination, and support to 
homeported and transient ships, submarines, and 
aircraft as well as afloat and ashore tenants, military 
and family members.

Ruth served as commanding officer of USS Nimitz (CVN 68) from 29 
March 2012 until 8 July 2014. He also commanded the Rooks of VAQ-
137 and the U.S. 6th Fleet’s flagship, USS Mount Whitney (LCC 20), 
which is homeported in Gaeta, Italy.

Ruth’s other fleet assignments include a division officer tour with the 
Bountyhunters of VF-2 where he flew 43 combat missions in support of 
Operation Desert Storm, and a department head tour with the Patriots 
of VAQ-140 where he flew 40 combat missions in support of Operation 
Allied Force. Additionally, he served as navigator aboard USS George 
Washington (CVN 73) and executive officer aboard USS Abraham Lin-
coln (CVN 72).

Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, NBK, 
Bangor. Doors open at 11:00, Lunch begins at 11:30

Registration:
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 
lunch registration.

Please call before Mar 1

        Members without base access; processing time can take weeks.
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate 
access sheet.
Provide your date of birth and city of birth.
Members without enhanced Wa Drivers License need to be on the 
base access list or be escorted.
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President’s Corner
The Navy has new base access requirements. A driver’s license from Washington, Illi-
nois, Minnesota, Missouri and New Mexico can no longer be used as the sole means of 
identification to gain access to Navy Region Northwest installations. Navy League lun-
cheon attendees can access with their standard licenses as long as their names are on the 
registration list provided ahead of time or need to be escorted. We are entering the social 
season with lots of opportunities to interact with the Navy. It is an ideal time to become 
more involved with the council and attend some of the many upcoming activites. Watch 
for the listings on the website, facebook and the newsletters. If you have any questions 

please contact our Social Coordinator, Bob Lamb Email: rhlamb@wavecable.com, Phone: 360-710-2326.
Membership    

The National Board of directors have established new Membership Rates:

A one-year Premium Membership is now offered at $55, which includes the print edition of our acclaimed 
Seapower magazine, and the annual Seapower Almanac delivered to your home. Even greater savings are 
available through multiple-year memberships, up to five years or life, based on age.

We’re also offering a new fully digital E-Membership, an electronic membership for individuals who want to 
take their membership on-the-go for only $25 per year. Spouses, parents, students and other partnerships can 
mix and match multiple memberships to best suit the subscription/electronic access preferences of the family.

The new downloadable version of the Membership Application is available here (http://navyleague.org/files/
membership/member_application_general.pdf) . The new membership application can be printed from this link 
and mailed with check or completed online with credit card here (http://nlussecure.org/membership/). 

Navy League Northwest Regional Conference
The Navy League Northwest Regional Conference will be held on 12 March at the Seattle Best Western Ex-
ecutive Plus Inn. Regional conferences are held annually to bring together council members from the Pacific 
Northwest to discuss, share, and discover successful ideas that are working in other councils. These opportuni-
ties to learn from each other are not restricted to council officers. All Navy Leaguers are encouraged to come, 
meet one another and learn about the successes of the Navy League. Registration info is on our website.

Northwest Regional Conference Agenda

Saturday will start at 9:00 AM. The Kick Off session will feature our National Pres-
ident Skip Witunski, speaking on the importance of the Local Councils to our Navy 
League and a presentation on the Americas Strength Campaign.

 The topic of the Second General Session will be on Sea Cadets, and Youth Activities 
(NROTC, JNROTC, STEM, etc.). 

The Third General session will deal with Fundraising and Communications. There 
will be a formal presentation on Newsletters, Websites, Social Media, News Releases, and Event Announce-
ments. Please bring copies of your newsletters to share.

The Fourth Session will be on Council Best Practices. Each council will be given an opportunity to present 
practices that they are most proud of. There will also be a Sea Cadet Break Out Session to allow the various 
squadrons to get together.

Plan on staying for a Saturday Dinner and Dancing after the conference. The Keynote Speaker is Super-
intendet of the Naval Academy, Vice Admiral Walter E (Ted) Carter. 

Sunday’s activities include a Seattle  VIP Bus Tour, A tour of US Coast Guard Seattle facilities, a tour of a 
Cutter and patrol craft. There will be a tour of Alki Light followed by a reception. 



NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com          3

Navy League Supports the Washington State Science Fair
Again this year, in alignment with the national Navy League objective of supporting initiatives in Science, 
Engineering, Technology, and Math (STEM), your local Bremerton/Olympic League Council is sponsoring 
multiple awards at all grade levels at the WSSEF. 

Quick Facts about the fair (go to www.wssef.org for more 
details):

Washington State Science and Engineering Fair April 1 – 
2, 2016.

Bremerton High School

Estimated over 1000 student entries and 100 teacher in 
attendance from across the state

Two Awards Ceremonies hosted by Bremerton Mayor, 
Patty Lent

Concurrent science film festival

Feeds science fairs at the national and international levels

First, we are looking for volunteer judges. The fair is expecting over 1000 student entries this year. Past ex-
perience has hown that if we’re going to give our own awards, we would need judges in each of the four grade 
categories, plus two just to concentrate on collecting input for our awards.

Being a judge is rewarding, it instills new hope in the future of science. One of our judges recalled, “The ex-
perience exceeded all my expectations. I was amazed by the evident raw talent and the brilliant young minds, 
some as young as eight years of age whom we were privileged to interview, half a dozen of these students with 
whom we interfaced will undoubtedly be the Wernher Von Braun’s or Stephen Hawking of tomorrow. Thank 
you; America’s future somehow appears brighter after spending two days with some of the brightest and the 
best.”

Not to mention the complimentary food and drinks provided the judges both days. Or the free Navy League 
polo shirt you get to wear to the fair and with pride for years afterwards….

If you’re available and interested in being a judge for both days of the fair, as well as attending at least one pri-
or training session, you too can make a positive contribution! There are 17 different science areas from which 
you can choose, as well as specific grade brackets.  Contact Tom Danaher at (360) 271 4852 (navyeagle@
comcast.net) for information about how to become part of the Navy League judging team and then register 
with the fair (http://wp.wssef.org/judge-volunteer/).

Second, we are also seeking your financial support. Your local Navy League Board has committed a large 
chunk of scholarship funds to the fair awards, but it will not be enough to cover all the costs of the sponsor-
ship at a level necessary to fully leverage the visibility and branding this venue will offer us. The fair offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for outreach to youth and educators across the state, especially for our Sea Cadet 
program. Community leaders like to “be seen” at this event, and substantial media coverage is anticipated. 

Please consider a special contribution to the Navy League to cover the costs of the sponsorship. Contributions 
can be mailed to: Bremerton Navy League PO Box 5719, Bremerton, WA 98312.
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2016 Siver and Gold Charity Auction
Saturday March 12, 2016. Doors open at 
5pm. Bangor Plaza Ballroom – NBK Bangor. 
This annual event is held to raise money for 
local charities benefitting our sailors and their 
families and the Dolphin Scholarship Founda-
tion. The Dolphin Scholarship Foundation was 
founded over fifty years ago to provide finan-
cial assistance for college education to the sons and daughters of members of 
the submarine service.

The Navy League has been invited, and we are interested in having one or 
more tables. It is a fun time for a good cause. Don’t Miss it! If you want to 
attend please contact Bob Lamb no later than February 25. Email: rhlamb@
wavecable.com, Phone: 360-710-2326. Presale Tickets are $30 or $35 after 
February 26th.

116th Submarine Birthday Balls April 2016
The 2016 Officer Submarine Birthday Ball is scheduled for 16 April 
2016 at the TRIDENT Ballroom, Bangor Plaza. ADM Cecil Haney, 
STRATCOM, will be the Guest 
Speaker.

Pacnorwest Enlisted Submarine 
Birthday Ball April 2, 2016 @6:00 
PM in the Seattle Sheraton. Former 
MCPON(SS/SW) Rick D. West, will 
be the Guest Speaker. 

If you want to attend please contact Bob Lamb. Email: rhlamb@wave-
cable.com, Phone: 360-710-2326

New Community Affiliate: Swarner Communications
The Ranger Publishing Company, owned by University of Washington 
Communications Professor Merritt Benson was founded in January 1951 
with the first publishing of the Fort Lewis Ranger newspaper serving then 
Fort Lewis, Wa.  The company was later sold to Thomas Swarner in 1969.  

In 1980, the company operated under the dba Military News Publishers after the 
company started publishing the NW Airlifter for McChord Air Force Base.   The 
company sold in 2006 to Swarner’s sons, Ron and Ken Swarner. In 2013, the 
company started a partnership with the Defense Department to provide Stars 
and Stripes to the community, expanding to Kitsap in 2014.  At that time, they 
wrapped Stars and Stripes with Northwest Military newspaper to provide local 
coverage as well. Swarner has sponsored several events over the last year here in 
Kitsap County supporting military dependents. Frank Portello, Swarner’s Mili-
tary Manager has volunteered to be on our Board of Directors. 
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AmazonSmile
Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Navy League Council is now registered as a charity on AmazonSmile, and we 
have received our first rebate check.

What is AmazonSmile?

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support your favorite 
charitable organization every time you shop, at no cost to you. When you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, you’ll find the exact same low prices, vast selection and con-
venient shopping experience as Amazon.com, with the added bonus that Amazon 
will donate a portion of the purchase price to your favorite charitable organiza-
tion. You can choose from nearly one million organizations to support.

How do I shop at AmazonSmile?

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile 
device. You may also want to add a bookmark to smile.amazon.com to make it even easier to return and start 
your shopping at AmazonSmile.

Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products marked 
“Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-Save purchases 
and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.

Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or 
baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.

How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?

On your first visit to AmazonSmile (smile.amazon.com), you need to select a charitable organization to receive 
donations from eligible purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then ev-
ery eligible purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result in a donation.

Can I change my charity?

Yes, you can change your charity any time. Your AmazonSmile purchases after the change count towards your 
newly selected charity. To change your charity, sign in to smile.amazon.com on your desktop or mobile phone 
browser and simply select “Change your Charity” in “Your Account.”

How much of my purchase does Amazon donate?

The AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile pur-
chases. The purchase price is the amount paid for the item minus any rebates and excluding shipping & han-
dling, gift-wrapping fees, taxes, or service charges. From time to time, we may offer special, limited time 
promotions that increase the donation amount on one or more products or services or provide for additional 
donations to charitable organizations. Special terms and restrictions may apply. Please see the relevant promo-
tion for complete details.

Can I receive a tax deduction for amounts donated from my purchases on AmazonSmile?

Donations are made by the AmazonSmile Foundation and are not tax deductible by you.
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Sixteen Navy Leaguers and guests assembled at the Kingston ferry terminal on Wed. Feb. 3, 2016 for a ride/
tour on a Washington State Ferry.  We boarded the M/V Spokane for the 10:25 AM sailing to Edmonds with 
Capt. John Tullis, prepared to share his 30 years of experience with us, in command.

The Spokane is one of two Jumbo class WSF ferries (the other is M/V Walla Walla) built in 1972.  It is 440’ 
long, has 4 diesel engines which drive alternators that provide 
power to the electric drive motors (same as in a diesel railroad 
locomotive), makes 16 knots when underway although can be 
pushed to 18 knots, carries 206 cars and 2000 passengers.  Be-
cause the route crosses the main Puget Sound shipping lanes 
care must be taken when encountering traffic there.  Usually the 
ferry, even if it has the right of way, will defer to container ships, 
tankers, Navy vessels, etc. being more maneuverable.  Radar in 
the wheelhouse shows very effectively the locations of all ships/
boats, navigation aids and the ferry’s location within that.

Unfortunately due to hightened security regulations we were not able to visit the operating wheelhouse but 
instead where shown the trailing wheelhouse where the instruments and 
operations were explained.  We also went down to the engine room and 
viewed the amazing array of gauges, dials, switches and other controls 
that are monitored by the engineers and used to insure proper operation 
of the electric and mechanical systems.  

Most people take for granted the reliability of a Washington State Ferry 
run.   Our tour showed us some of the “behind the scenes” reasons for 
that reliability.

Upon return to Kingston some of us gathered for lunch together.  A big 
thank you to Capt. John Tullis and to Byron Faber for another great tour. 
- Norm Marten

Tour Planning
March 12 (Sat) - Kitsap 911 Center 

April 7 - Trident Training Facility Bangor & Trident Submarine 
Tour This is by far our most popular tour and the one that requires the 
most paperwork. This tour is limited to US citzens only. We meet in park-
ing lot of the Navy Under-
sea Museum and travel to 
Naval Base Kitsap Bangor 
by bus.  

This tour to will take most 
of the day as we will be touring mulitple facilities.  The Trident 
Training Facility will display several of their trainors and simu-
lators using state of the art technologies. We will not know the 
identity of the submarine involved until right before the tour. 
Please sign up for this tour early as space is limited and it fills up 
fast. 

Feb 3: Washington State Ferry Tour 
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Tim Katona 
                                                               360.674.2628 
Vice President                                            Jerry Logan 
Vice President                                          Robert Lamb
Secretary                                               Cynthia Martin 
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                          Larry Salter                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

•    Alan Beam
•    Bob Battin 
•    Byron Faber 
•    Joe Hulsey
•    Jack James
•    Neva Lamb
•    Helen Miller
•    Frank Portello
•    Mike Spence
•    Kevin Staub
•    Larry Tellinghuisen
•    Kevin Torcolini
•    Steve Westover

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                                      Alan Beam
                                                                         

Graphic Layout                                                      Alan Beam
Published by                                                             Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

1 Mar Bremerton NL BOD Meeting Jackson Park community Center @ 5:00PM 
1 Mar Bremerton Navy League Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
12 Mar NW Region Conference Seattle Best Western Executive Plus Inn
1-2 Apr Washington State Science and Engineering Fair
2 Apr Enlisted Submarine Birthday Ball Seattle Sheraton @ 6:00PM
5 Apr Bremerton NL BOD Meeting Jackson Park community Center @ 5:00PM 
12 Apr Bremerton Navy League Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
16 Apr Officer Submarine Birthday Ball NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom          

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planning
March 12 (Sat) - Kitsap 911 center @ 10 AM

April  7- Trident Traning Facility and Bangor submarine tour @ 9:35

May - USS Turner Joy Bremerton @ 10 AM

June 17 - Seattle CG (tour of Sector Puget Sound, a Cutter if one is available at 
that date, and lunch at the dining facility) @ 10 AM

July - USCG Matritime Force Protection Unit Bangor @ 9AM

Cris Larsen Honored at NL Luncheon

Navy League member Cris Larsen was honored at our February luncheon 
for service to the Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council in suuport of our 
Active Duty Sailors and Marines. Cris organized and preformed as Parade-
master for the April Armed Forces Day Parade for 13 years. This parade is the 
largest Armed Forces Day Parade in the country. At Christmas he spent weeks 
attending childrens Christmas parties for NBK Kitsap, the Marine Corps 
Security Battalion, the Coast Guard Force Protection Unit, USS Stennis, USS 
Nimitz and many other units as Santa Claus.  Cris also organizes supports the 
Annual Culinary Arts contest, and several barbeques through out the summer. 
He is the Navy League Liasion to the US Marine Corps Force Security Battal-
lion Bangor. 



Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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