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The Lake Washington Council 

(LWC) is part of the Navy 

League of the United States,  

www.navyleague.org  

 

 

LWC Adopted Units: 

 

 USCGC Healy (WAGB 20) 

 Marine Expeditionary Securi-

ty Squadron (MSRON 9) 

 USCG Base Seattle 

 USCG Response Boat Med. 

 USS Jimmy Carter (SSN 23) 

 Undersea R & D Detachment 

 Liberty HS NJROTC 

 U of Washington NROTC 

 US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, 

NS Everett Division 
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Lake Washington Council Honors Adopted Units at 

December Dinner 
By Pete Stiles 

Photos by Delgene Phillips 

 

Lake Washington Council’s final 2012 dinner was held 6 December 

with Eighty guests 

including (at right) 

Kesinee Lipman, 

EM1 Scott Koenig, 

Sherri Webb and 

MM1 Jason Webb. 

At the buffet table 

(below), Lynne 

Pursel and Shar-

man Thoma   also 

wear Christmas 

colors. Held at the 

Bellevue Red Lion 

Hotel, the council 

hosted two of its premier adopted units, USS Jimmy Carter (SSN 

23) and the Underwater Research & Development Detachment. 
(Continued on page 4) 
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The Lake Washing-

ton Council is 

about to conclude a 

very successful 

year and with that 

comes change. I 

will be stepping 

down as President 

of the Council and 

will be replaced by 

Craig Chapman. 

Craig is retired Air Force and has been an active 

member of our Council for the last three years, 

including two as Vice President. If you don’t 

already know Craig, you will in the near fu-

ture… he is a great guy and very well connected 

in Bellevue and the East Side. His biography is 

included in this issue for your information along 

with the biographies of three adopted unit com-

manding officers who recently reported to their 

units. In addition to Craig, we welcome three 

new LWC board members: Andrea Nelson, Jay 

De Bellis and John Thoma. All three will bring 

new energy and new perspective to our coun-

cil’s programs and activities, including new af-

 VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE 

filiations with Hire America’s Heroes and the 

Coast Guard Auxiliary. Not to be forgotten, three 

key members will not be a part of our Board in 

2013. A huge thanks to Louise Chase, Roger 

Ponto and CAPT Rich Fitzpatrick, USN, Retired. 

You have all been key contributors and a big rea-

son that our council has been successful during 

my time as president. You will all be missed! 

During the past three years, Lake Washington 

Council has focused on holding dinner events 

that would:  

 Recognize and honor the members of our 

adopted units, in particular their enlisted 

members and  

 Invite outstanding speakers who would bring 

presentations and topics of great interest… 

information not normally available to the 

general public.  

That will continue in the coming year. Under the 

direction of Jim Ardissono, Lake Washington 

Council has conducted a number of outstanding 

tours with some of our adopted units and also 

with a number of our community affiliate and 

corporate members. That will also continue in 

2013. Lake Washington Council will continue to 

provide ongoing support, including financial 

support, to our three “youth” units, the Universi-

ty of Washington NROTC, the Liberty High 

School NJROTC and the Naval Sea Cadet Corps 

from the Naval Station Everett Division. You 

can stay abreast of Lake Washington Council 

activities and events by periodically going to our 

website, www.lakewashnlus.org. Thanks to all 

of you who have been attending our dinner 

events and tours… and for your support in gen-

eral. It has been greatly appreciated. Have a ter-

rific Christmas Holiday and we look forward to 

seeing you in 2013. 

Pete Stiles, 

President 

 

 

President…………….…..…..Pete Stiles  

pstiles@vertpath.com 

VP, Adopted units……….…Al Torstensen 

VP, Corp. & Com. Affairs…Craig Chapman 

craig.chapman@opco.com 

Treasurer……………...…….Lee Anne Petersen-Walker 

Secretary…………………….Marianne Lee 

Chaplain………………..……Cec Allison 

Judge Advocate………...……Vacant 

Tour Director………………..Jim Ardissono 

tours@lakewashnlus.org 

 

Council Directors:    Jim Ardissono         Jim Britt                  

Dan Burr                  Louise Chase           Penny Dustin         

Rich Fitzpatrick      Phil Johnson            Bert Kinghorn         

Robert Mitchell       Delgene Phillips       Roger Ponto            

Jim Sketchley          Dave Visneski           Sheldon Woodle 

National Directors:    Roger Ponto   Ken Sparks 

Director Emeritus:  

Louise Chase (NLUS)          Niles Fowler (NLUS) 

RADM John Lockwood USCG, Retired (LWC) 

2012 DIRECTORS 

http://www.lakewashnlus.org/
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LWC BUSINESS AFFILIATES 

Corporate Members 
 

 B.E. Meyers & Company, Inc. 

 Craig Chapman, CFP, Financial Advisor 

Oppenheimer & Co., Inc. 

 GE Energy Power Conversion 

 Honeywell, Inc. 

 Kvichak Marine Industries, Inc. 

 Microsoft 

 SAFE Boats International 

 Schneider Electric 

 Vigor Shipyards, Inc. 

 USAA 

Community Affiliates 

 
 The Boeing Company 

 Cadick Corporation 

 First Command Financial Planning  

 Flags & Flagpoles Northwest 

 Forde Financial & Tax, Inc. 

 Global Construction Services, Inc. 

 Gloria R. James, P.L.L.C. 

 Human Resources of Auburn, Inc. 

 Red Lion Bellevue Inn 

 Sperry Ocean Dock Ltd. 

 Vertical Path Recruiting, Inc. 

 

 

Through their financial contributions, these 

business affiliates demonstrate their commit-

ment to LWC-NLUS, to the mission of the Na-

vy League, and their desire to support young 

people through our programs and scholarships. 

 

Partners 
 

 Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 

the Navy League 

 Hire America’s Heroes 

 Everett Council of the Navy League 

 Tacoma Council of the Navy League 

CAPT Nick Holman Honored at 

NROTC Assembly 
By  Pete Stiles 

Photos by  Jim Ardissono  

 

On 2 October, four 

LWC members present-

ed the Council’s formal 

Certificate of Apprecia-

tion to CAPT Nick Hol-

man, USN, Retired. The 

University of Washing-

ton NROTC is a council 

adopted unit that CAPT 

Holman served as com-

manding officer and 

Professor of Naval Sci-

ence from June 2009 

through June 2012. 

Hosted by the current 

commanding officer, CAPT David Melin, council 

participants included board members Jim Ardis-

sono, Dan Burr, Craig Chapman and Pete Stiles. 

Over 90 assembled Navy midshipmen and officer 

candidates, most of whom were taught and men-

tored by CAPT Holman attended the presentation. 

Afterward, council members returned to Clark 

Hall for coffee and discussion with CAPT Melin 

and executive officer CDR Bruce Szymanski. In 

Left to right: Pete Stiles, Nick Holman, Dan Burr                                                                                   

June, CAPT Holman completed a very distin-

guished 30 year career in the U.S. Navy. He and 

his wife, Tracey, now reside in Seattle, WA and 

are the proud parents of two sons, Nicholas and 

Philip. 
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Left to right: LS2 Daniel Nelson, Carter SOQ; MM1 Kevin 

Jackson, Carter SOQ; EM1 Scott Koenig, Carter SOQ; 

STS3 Justin White, Carter Junior Sailor of the Year; STS1 

Jason Webb, Carter Sailor of the Year; STS1 Brandon Col-

lins, Carter SOQ; & MM1 Kristopher McCreight, UR&D 

Sailor of the Year 

(continued from page 1)  Program recognition includ-

ed four Sea Cadets from Naval Station Everett 

Division. Carter contingent included CAPT Jef-

frey Jablon, Commodore COMSUBDEVRON5; 

LCDR Mike Aldrich, Squadron Supply Officer; 

CAPT Brian Elkowitz, Carter Commanding Of-

ficer; and 13 Carter personnel and guests includ-

ing (at right) Nikki & Kevin Jackson and daugh-

ter Emily.  Checking the program (below) are 

STS3 White, STS1 Collins and Dana Collins.   

Colors were presented by four Sea Cadets; PO3 

Alexis Tomas, PO3 Iris Tomas, PO3 Cedric Mar-

igmen and SR Abraham Orriss. Marjorie James, 

Executive Director of Hire America’s Heroes, led 

us in the Pledge of Allegiance. The invocation was 

given by CAPT Cecil Allison, USCG, Retired. Fol-

lowing the holiday buffet dinner, President Pete 

Stiles presented the proposed council officers and 

board of directors for 2013. Also in attendance 

were LCDR Blake Dunham (at right); OIC of the 

UR&D and three of his enlisted personnel. There 



5 VOYAGER   December 2012 

 

 

Birthday Surprise for David Ojeda 
Article and photo by Ken Sparks 

  

On 15 September, David Ojeda, long time Navy 

League supporter and LWC member, was sur-

prised with a birthday party at the Hotel Nexus 

in the Northgate neighborhood.   

Left to right: Kim Brown, David Ojeda, Brenda Brown 

LWC members: Ponto’s, Spark’s, and Copin’s 

attended the celebration.  David's significant 

other, Nora Abellanosa, and LWC members 

pulled off the surprise event attended by over 

100 people!  Kim Brown followed David as 

D13 Command Master Chief. 

 ——————————————————— 

Have you visited the LWC web site lately?  If 

not, visit soon and note the uplifting story of 

how a non veteran from Tacoma shows his sup-

port for our military every day in an unique 

way… Click on the article entitled:   

The power of an uniquely American 

song  or copy and paste the following in your 

web browser: 

http://www.cbsnews.com/video/watch/?

id=7425136n 

were no additional 

nominations from 

the floor and the 

2013 slate was 

unanimously ap-

proved. Next, Naval 

Sea Cadet PO Alex-

is Tomas (left) re-

lated her Sea Cadet 

program experienc-

es. Pete presented 

Cadet PO Tomas 

with a LWC $500 

check which will be used to support Sea Cadet pro-

grams in 2013. In a departure from the council’s 

normal agenda, Commodore Jablon, CAPT Elko-

witz and LCDR Dunham all spoke about shipboard 

and detachment activities and the high quality and 

dedication of the officers and enlisted personnel 

serving aboard Carter and UR&D. As with all of 

the LWC adopted units, the council recognized the 

Sailors of the Quarter and Sailors of the Year for 

Carter and UR&D. CMDCM/SS Eric Antoine, 

COB for Carter; and STSC Jared Burt, the UR&D 

acting SEL, assisted President Stiles in making the 

presentations. Each awardee received a check and a 

Lake Washington Council Certificate of Apprecia-

tion. The next Lake Washington Council dinner 

event will be held on Wednesday, 9 January 2013, 

at the Bellevue Red Lion Hotel with Keynote 

Speaker CAPT Marc Lebeau, Commanding Of-

ficer, Coast Guard Base Seattle. 

Left to right: LCDR Poorman, Carter XO & LCDR Dun-

ham , OIC UR&D 
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Washington is believed to be the only Navy 

League Council honoring the Coast Guard that fa-

cilitates a Ball that is open to active, reserve, re-

tired, Auxiliary members, and the civilian support 

community. LWC hosts the event and raises all 

funds, allowing 

substantial dis-

counts for junior 

Coast Guard mem-

bers. LWC Charter 

Member, Founding 

Ball Chairman, 

and Navy League 

National Director 

Roger Ponto has 

been the driving 

engine behind the 

Ball since its in-

ception in 2007. 

Ponto says the 

event was created 

and developed at the suggestion of then-13th Coast 

Guard District Commander Rear RADM Rick 

Houck. Ponto served as Chairman of the 2007, 

2008, and 2010 Balls. LCDR Phil Johnson USCG, 

Retired, has been master of ceremonies for all four 

events and was appointed 2012 LWC Ball Com-

mittee Chairman. Johnson acknowledges getting 

lots of help and guidance from fellow LWC mem-

bers – especially Ponto -- but was at first reluctant 

to take on the increased responsibility. What con-

vinced him? Said Johnson, “It’s really hard to say 

‘no’ to Roger Ponto.” 

Lake Washington Council Honors Coast 

Guard with Unique Event – Again 
By Phil Johnson 

Photos by Nathan Bradshaw, USCG 

 
The NLUS-Lake Washington Council hosted its 

fourth biennial Ball honoring the Coast Guard on 

29 September 

at the Bellevue 

Westin Hotel.  

Among the 

approximately 

300 attendees 

were Coast 

Guard officers 

and enlisted 

members, Na-

vy Leaguers, 

and senior of-

ficers from all 

four DoD services.  The event featured formal 

honors for eight outstanding Team Coast Guard 

performers, a bagpiper from the Coast Guard Pipe 

Band, the cutting of a ceremonial cake by the 

most senior and junior Coast Guardsmen present, 

a welcome from Thirteenth Coast District Com-

mander RADM Keith Taylor, a keynote address 

from Coast Guard Deputy Commandant for Mis-

sion Support VADM Manson Brown, and a greet-

ing letter from Coast Guard Commandant ADM 

Robert Papp. The “Kings of Swing” provided 

dance music following the formal program. Lake 
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Coast Guard Honorees with flag officers   
Left to right: RADM Taylor, LCDR Hernandez, ENS  Clinger, ENS Chandler, PO1 Lockamy, PO1 Hoke, PO2 Spiers, Aux-

iliarist Goodwin, PO1 Reed, VADM Brown   Not pictured: CPO Schneider 
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Sent: Wednesday, October 03, 2012 2:20 PM 

 

To: 'Phil Johnson' 

Subject: RE: Pacific Northwest Coast Guard Ball 

 

LCDR Johnson, 

 

I just wanted to let you know that My fiancée, 

Christen, and I had a wonderful time at the 

PacNW Coast Guard Ball. We were both very 

pleased with how welcomed everyone made us 

feel. I want to extend a sincere thank you from 

both of us to whomever needs and should be 

thanked. Semper Fidelis and Paratus...thank you 

once again!! 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Brian and Chrissy Brown 
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CAPT Lebeau New CO 

USCG Base Seattle  

 

Since April 2012, CAPT Marc Lebeau has been 

assigned as the Commanding Officer of Base Se-

attle, where 5 cutters and 5 shore commands are 

home ported on a 22 acre facility.  Base Seattle is 

an adopted unit of the Lake Washington Council. 

With the Coast Guard alignment of Modernization 

2.0, the Naval Engineering Support Unit and the 

Electronics Support Unit became an integral part 

of the 300+ Base Seattle member team that deliv-

ers high-quality mission support to our operation-

al Coast Guard. His last assignment was as the 

Product Line Manager (PLM) for the 420’ Ice-

breaker HEALY, the 418’ WMSL’s cutters, 399’ 

Polar-Class Icebreakers, 378’ High Endurance 

Cutters and the 282’ Medium Endurance Cutter, 

Alex Haley. His Product Line serviced the engi-

neering & logistics needs of the 17 largest Coast 

Guard ships. The PLM works for the Surface 

Forces Logistics Center (SFLC). He transitioned 

to that job during the Coast Guard’s October, 

2009 Logistics Transformation, when the Mainte-

nance & Logistics Commands (Atlantic and Pacif-

ic) were combined with the Engineering Logistics 

Center to form the SFLC. He reported in June, 

2009 and was initially assigned as the last Chief of 

the Naval Engineering Division, MLCP (v). Previ-

ous to that, was a short assignment as the Team 

Leader for the Engineering & C4 IT Military 

Workforce Management Branch at Coast Guard 

Headquarters (CG-481). Previous duties include 

Commanding Officer of the Coast Guard Naval 

Engineering Support Unit in Seattle and Platform 

Manager for the Icebreakers at the Engineering Lo-

gistics Center (ELC) in Baltimore, MD. He served 

previously at NESU Seattle as the senior Port En-

gineer for the CGC Healy & Polar Class Icebreak-

ers. Past assignments have included CGC Mellon 

(Engineer Officer), CGC Sherman (Assistant EO), 

CGC Rush (Student Engineer) and an assignment 

as a Port Engineer at NESU Alameda. CAPT 

Lebeau enlisted in the Coast Guard in July, 1978 

and after attending Machinery Technician (MK) A 

School, he worked his way up through the MK rat-

ing to Chief Petty Officer in 1986. In 1988 he tran-

sitioned from the enlisted ranks through Officer 

Candidate School in Yorktown, VA where he start-

ed a second phase of his Coast Guard career as a 

commissioned officer. CAPT Lebeau received his 

Permanent Cutterman’s insignia as a LTJG in 1990 

and his Chief Engineer’s License as a LT in 1997. 

As an “MK”, he served in CGC’s Boutwell (then 

in Seattle), CGC Citrus and its predecessor, CGC 

Modoc. His enlisted, ashore duties include an In-

structor for MK “A” and “C” Schools in York-

town, VA and an Engineering Petty Officer (EPO) 

assignment at Loran Transmitting Station, Kure 

Island. While in continuous Coast Guard service, 

he earned his A.S. Degree in General Studies from 

South Seattle Community College and received his 

B.S. Degree in Naval Engineering Technology 

from Charter Oak State College through distance 

learning (2001). He completed his M.S. Degree in 

Quality Systems Management from the National 

Graduate School (2005). CAPT Lebeau is the fa-

ther of three grown children who remain in the Pa-

cific Northwest and is a classic car restoration buff 

and enjoys cycling. 
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SAFE Boats International hosts tour 
By Jim Ardissono  

Photos by Craig Chapman  

 

On 7 September, a beautiful sunny Northwest Fri-

day morning, eighteen guests of the Lake Wash-

ington Council of the Navy League of the United 

States toured SAFE Boats International in Bremer-

ton, WA. Bryan McConaughy, SAFE Boats’ PR 

guy was our Tour Guide and host. You could real-

ly sense his passion for the business and the com-

pany.  SAFE Boats was founded in 1997 by Scott 

Peterson and Bill Hansen. SAFE Boats Interna-

tional (SAFE) designs and builds highly reliable 

and extremely durable vessels. They help keep 

military, law enforcement and fire professionals 

safe as they carry out their duties, protect citizens 

and work to save lives. They have a great motto: 

“God, Country & Fast Boats,” which symbolizes 

what is important to their team and to their cus-

tomers -- loyalty, 

patriotism and per-

formance. Their 

Mission is to pro-

vide the brave men 

and women in uni-

form the tools that 

allow them to save 

lives and protect 

freedom around the 

world. SAFE Boats 

currently employees approximately 350 and they 

are expecting soon to add personnel which will 

take them to approximately 400 employees. You 

could feel a real sense of belonging and loyalty by 

their employees. The owners take good care of 

and supply good training. Since the business start-

ed, they’ve always served lunch on Fridays to all 

the employees and whoever else is at the facilities 

(such as our LWC tour attendees). It was a deli-

cious lunch and 

is different each 

week. Bryan 

showed us boats 

in all sizes and 

stages of comple-

tion. They put 

multiplies of 

huge 300 horse-

power Mercury 

outboard engines on the vessels all tailored to the 

customers’ needs; maximum is four, then if need, 

they customize an inboard for more power and 

speed.  SAFE Boats manufactures vessels for 

other countries around the world, but when 

the orders come in, our government is in-

volved. Meaning that if Kuwait needed ves-

sels to help the United States help Kuwait 

protect themselves then the U.S. Government 

would be involved with the order, delivery 

and acceptance of the vessels. As you can see 

in the photos, these are impressive vessels. 

The bumpers can withstand /absorb a round 

from 50 caliber weapon. They had some oth-

er tremendous statistics and stories to share, 

but the best thing would be to see their web-

site: www.safeboats.com and the LWC web-

site for the next tour so you can share in the 

great experience for yourself! 

http://www.safeboats.com/
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Assistant to the Deputy Chief of Naval Operations 

for Operations, Plans and Strategy (N3/N5). He 

reported to the University of Washington NROTC 

unit in April of 2012. Other shore assignments in-

clude Theater Anti-submarine Warfare Officer and 

Deputy for Training at Fleet ASW Command; po-

litico-military analyst, Asia-Pacific region and 

War Game Director on the Joint Staff, Force 

Structure, Resources, and Assessment Directorate 

(J-8); Flag Secretary on the staff of Commander, 

Logistics Group Western Pacific (CTF 73) in Sin-

gapore; and Assistant Professor of Naval Science 

at the Naval Reserve Officer Training Corps Unit, 

Maine Maritime Academy. CAPT Melin received 

the degree of Master of Business Administration 

from the University of Maine, and the degree of 

Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic 

Studies from the United States Naval War Col-

lege. CAPT Melin holds various Merchant Marine 

licenses from the United States Coast Guard in 

both engineering and deck positions. 

 

Female Officer Qualifies in Submarines 
 

LTJG Jennifer Noonan, assigned to the Blue Crew 

of ballistic missile submarine USS Maine (SSBN 

741), receives her submarine warfare officer de-

vice from former shipmate LT Jason Brethauer 

U.S. Navy photo by Chief Mass Communication Specialist 

Ahron Arendes 

during a ceremony at Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor. 

Noonan is one of three Sailors to become the first 

female unrestricted line officers to qualify in sub-

marines. LTJG Amber Cowan, another Maine 

Blue Crew member, also received her device. 

CAPT Melin New CO  

U. of Washington NROTC 

CAPT David Melin hails from Seattle, WA, and 

graduated in 1984 from Maine Maritime Acade-

my earning a B. of S. Degree in Marine Engi-

neering. At sea, he has served in numerous 

ships in the Pacific Fleet. He commanded USS 

Princeton (CG 59) deploying twice with the 

Nimitz Strike Group as the Air Defense Com-

mander. In 2003-2005 he served as the Assis-

tant Chief of Staff for Operations and Plans on 

the staff of Carrier Strike Group Eleven (Nimitz 

Strike Group). In 2001-2003 he commanded 

USS Stethem (DDG 63). While under his com-

mand, USS  Stethem was the Navy’s test and 

evaluation ship for the Tactical Tomahawk 

Weapons System. Other sea tours include Exec-

utive Officer in USS Valley Forge (CG 50); 

Operations Officer in USS Reeves (CG 24) and 

USS Harry W Hill (DD 986); and Anti-

Submarine Warfare Officer and Main Propul-

sion Assistant in USS Francis Hammond (FF 

1067) home ported in Yokosuka, Japan. Most 

recently, CAPT Melin served as the Executive 
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terways and coastal regions, as directed by the 

USCG. The USCG Auxiliary's goals and strate-

gies are to ensure the public has a safe, secure, 

and enjoyable recreational boating experience 

by implementing programs that minimize the 

loss of life, personal injury, and property dam-

age while cooperating with environmental and 

national security efforts.  The USCG Auxiliary 

has units in all 50 states, Puerto Rico, the Virgin 

Islands, American Samoa, and Guam. Under the 

direct authority of the U.S. Department of 

Homeland Security via the CG Commandant, 

the USCG Auxiliary is internally operating lev-

els are broken down into four organizational 

levels: Flotilla, Division, District and National. 

Division 2, District 13 (Puget Sound, East) is 

made up of four Flotillas, with an Area of Oper-

ations (AOR) that covers the eastern shoreline 

of Puget Sound, from Everett to South King 

County, and Lake Washington. There are just 

under 200 members in Division 2. In 2011, as 

reported at this year’s Change of Watch, the 

following is an example of what was accom-

plished in Division 2 during the year: 

35,983 Mission Hours – 3,087 Missions 

Total Hours Reported – 47,000+ 

Member Training – 485 Hours/184 Missions 

Public Education – 54 Classes Taught 

Vessel Examination – 420 Vessel Safety Check 

Public Affairs – 2,796 Mission Hours 

Navigation System – 22 Atons/Bridges Verified  

SAR (search and rescue) Assists – 3 

Alki Lighthouse – 3,000+ visitors 

Seattle Boat Show & SeaFair 

Green Lake Life Jacket Program 

Seattle Maritime Festival and Career Days 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary 

The U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary (CGA), an all-

volunteer organization, is a generally unknown 

known asset that provides support on a year 

around basis to Coast Guard District 13 active 

duty CG personnel. Established by Congress in 

1939 under title 14, §§ 23 of the U.S. Code, the 

USCG Auxiliary is Semper Paratus (Always 

Ready). In 2013, one LWC board of directors 

will actively work with the CGA. Following is 

an overview that describes CGA duties and re-

sponsibilities and it’s mission: 

Safety and Security Patrols 

Search and Rescue 

Mass Causality or Disasters 

Pollution Response & Patrols 

Homeland Security 

Recreational Boating Safety 

Commercial Fishing and Vessel Exams 

Platforms for Boarding Parties 

Recruit for all service in the Coast Guard 

In addition to the above, the USCG Auxiliary 

operates in any mission as directed by the Com-

mandant or Secretary of Homeland Security. 

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Mission 

The over-arching mission of the USCG Auxilia-

ry is to contribute to the safety and security of 

our citizens, ports, and waterways. Missions are 

a balance of Recreational Boating Safety and CG 

Support with Maritime Homeland Security and 

other challenges resulting from 9/11. Today’s 

USCG, with nearly 32,000 men and women, is a 

unique force that carries out an array of responsi-

bilities touching almost every facet of the U.S. 

maritime environment. 

The primary mission of the USCG Auxiliary 

is Recreational Boater Safety. 

USCG Auxiliary also has the mission to contrib-

ute to safety and security of citizens, ports, wa-

http://uscg.mil/auxiliary/title14.asp
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LWC Sponsors  

Mud Mountain Dam Tour 
Compiled by Jim Ardissono 

Photos by Gary Fulton  

Ten guests of LWC toured Mud Mountain Dam 

on 16 November. This is a very impressive facil-

ity built by the Corp of Engineers. It is a flood 

control dam. Chris Beck, Project Manager, and 

his staff Rick Emry, Dam Equipment Mechanic 

Supervisor and Laura Robinson, Park Ranger, 

gave us a very informative tour of the facility 

including the Dam’s fish ladder. Mud Mountain 

Dam is located in King County, WA, a few miles 

southeast of Enumclaw. The dam was finished in 

1948 by the USA Corps of Engineers, although 

Kneeling l to r: Scott McDonald, Frank McDunnah, III 

and Rich Wall. Standing: Angus McDonald, Bob Renner, 

Rich Fitzpatrick, Gary Fulton, Pete Stiles, Fred Kirchner 

and Jim Ardissono 

the project had been authorized by an act of Con-

gress in June 1936. Construction had begun in 

1939 and was delayed by World War II. At 432 

feet high, it was the highest rock- and earth-filled 

dam in the world at its completion. Mud Mountain 

Dam impounds the White River for flood control. 

From the 1870s local farmers of King and Pierce 

County competed for water from the White River, 

dealing not only with periodic flooding but with 

changes in its channel, notably in 1906 when the 

White permanently broke through to the shorter, 

southward channel of the Stuck River. Consulta-

tion with the engineer Hiram M. Chittenden even-

tually led to the decision to dam the river. The 

created reservoir, Mud Mountain Lake, is a river-

ine, marshy intermittent lake. The Corps of Engi-

neers operates a day-use park at the dam site, the 

Mud Mountain Recreational Area, with picnic fa-

cilities, interpretive exhibits, and ten miles of hik-

ing trails. 
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Patriot Company Held Annual Basic 

Leadership Training camp 
By Vica Hoffman 

Photos by Cameron Jenkins 

 

On 20 September, 70 cadets from LWC adopted 

unit Liberty High School NJROTC, departed for 

their annual Basic Leadership Training (BLT) 

camp at the Cispus Learning Center, located 10 

miles southeast of Randle, WA and 3 hours from 

Seattle in the Gifford Pinchot National Forest. 

This year, the attendance number was a record 

for the program. The cadets stayed at Cispus un-

til 23 September, away from family and friends. 

The whole purpose of BLT is to put cadets into a 

controlled environment where they are exposed 

to new ideas, behaviors, and experiences that 

they may have not yet encountered. In addition 

to this BLT, is also a time for new cadets and 

returning cadets to bond in challenging condi-

tions, it is an opportunity to foster team work. 

While encountering a variety of challenges, ca-

dets also have fun. This year cadets went on a 

2.5 mile hike, had fun on the low ropes course 

and climbed on the high ropes course - which 

for many is a triumph as stated by Noah Grego-

ry, freshman: “When I first went on the high 

ropes course, I was afraid to try it, but when I 

did it, it felt really good because I overcame my 

fear of heights.” BLT also prepares cadets for 

the school year in NJROTC. They are taught 

basic drill and how the program works. 

“Afterward, I felt like I knew what I had to do. I 

knew what I wanted to achieve and I knew that I 

had just come out of the coolest experiences of 

my life,” said freshman, William Carlson. For 

juniors and seniors, BLT is an opportunity to 

lead and to learn a few valuable lessons that will 

hopefully be applicable throughout their life-

time, rather in the military or the civilian world. 

“I learned that you can’t second guess yourself. 

To think things through the first time in order to 

give clear instructions to your subordinates. I 

wouldn’t have learned this if I wasn’t in 

NJROTC. It’s applicable in any leadership set-

ting, whether it’s at school or in a work place. 

It’s necessary,” reported senior C. J. Johnson. 

senior. 
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CDR Elkowitz New CO  

USS Jimmy Carter (SSN 23) 

CDR Elkowitz graduated cum laude from Miami 

University in 1994 with a B. S. Degree in Aero-

nautics. Following nuclear propulsion and subma-

rine schools, he reported aboard the USS Nevada 

(SSBN 773) (BLUE) in October 1995, where he 

served in numerous division officer assignments 

until April 1999. During his tour the ship com-

pleted six strategic deterrent patrols. He next 

served as Operations Officer and Task Force 

Scheduler at CTF 69/COMSUBGRU8 in Naples, 

Italy from May 1999 to September 2001. While 

there, he was responsible for the safe routing and 

scheduling of U.S. and Allied submarines 

throughout the Mediterranean Sea. In addition, he 

was the senior watch officer and coordinated the 

qualification and training of all Operations De-

partment officers and quartermasters. Following 

graduation from the Submarine Officer Advanced 

Course he reported to USS Oklahoma City (SSN 

723) in March 2002 as Navigator/Operations Of-

ficer. He completed two overseas deployments, 

one to CENTCOM in support of Operation En-

during Freedom and a first ever Norfolk to 

WESTPAC deployment. His next shore assign-

ments were at the Naval War Collage, where he 

received a Master’s Degree in National Security 

and Strategic Studies, followed by an instructor 

assignment at the Naval Submarine School. He 

then reported as Executive Officer on board the 

USS Texas (SSN 775) in February 2007. During 

his tour, Texas completed post shakedown availa-

bility and sea trials. Afterward, he returned to 

shore duty, serving in the Navy Office of Legisla-

tive Affairs in Washington, DC from 2008 until 

2010. In March 2012, he relieved as Commanding 

Officer of USS Jimmy Carter (SSN 23). CDR 

Elkowitz is authorized to wear the Meritorious Ser-

vice Medal, Navy Commendation Medal with sil-

ver star, the Navy Achievement Medal with two 

gold stars and various unit awards. He is married to 

the former Kathryn Jeanne Layhe of St Louis, MO. 

CDR Elkowitz, his wife and three children An-

drew, Joshua and Abigail, live in Bremerton, WA. 

 

Stuart Ardissono accepted in Nuclear 

Propulsion Officer Candidate Program  
 

Congratulations to Stuart Ardissono who has been 

accepted into the Navy’s Nuclear Propulsion Of-

ficer Candidate Program (NUPOC). Stuart, age 21, 

is the son of LWC member Jim Ardissono. Stuart 

is a 2009 graduate of Skyline High School in 

Sammamish and “Running Start” (junior & senior 

years of high school) at Bellevue College and is 

currently a U. of Washington senior who will grad-

uate at the end of the Winter Quarter with two de-

grees, one in Chemistry and one in Biochemistry. 

Along the way he received some very good advice 

from CAPT Pete Stiles USN, Retired, current 

LWC President, CAPT Nick Holman USN, Re-

tired, former Commander and CAPT David Melin, 

current Commander of U. Washington NROTC. 

Stuart is very excited about his opportunity in the 

NUPOC which offers up to $168,300 while finish-

ing a degree, providing a regular monthly income 

ranging from $3,280 to $5,610 for up to 30 months 

prior to graduation. That includes a generous mili-

tary salary, a food allowance, plus a housing allow-

ance that is based upon the location of the school 

attending. He’ll also enjoy comprehensive military 

health-care benefits – with no uniforms, no drilling 

requirements and no service obligation until he 
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graduates. From there, he will begin the process of 

being commissioned as a Navy Nuclear Officer 

and take on unrivaled training and professional re-

sponsibilities. Through this highly competitive pro-

gram, there are opportunities in any of four career 

focus areas: Submarine Officer (Nuclear Subma-

rines), Surface Warfare Officer (Nuclear Aircraft 

Carriers), Naval Reactor Engineer and Naval Nu-

clear Power School Instructor. Stuart has been se-

lected for Submarine Officer (Nuclear Subma-

rines). 

 

Letter dated 8 November 2012 
 

The Honorable Harry Reid  

The Honorable Mitch McConnell 

Majority Leader Minority Leader 

United States Senate United States Senate 

 

Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510 

 

The Honorable John Boehner Speaker of the House  

The Honorable Nancy Pelosi Minority Leader 

United States House of Representatives 

Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515 

 

Dear Majority Leader Reid, Minority Leader 

McConnell, Speaker Boehner and Minority Leader 

Pelosi: 

 

On behalf of the members of the undersigned or-

ganizations, we write to urge immediate action to 

prevent the triggering of sequestration in January, 

2013. The far reaching effects of sequestration in-

clude increasing unemployment by millions and 

compromising our national security. Our military 

forces already are absorbing $487 billion in budget 

reductions. Sequestration would double that 

amount at a time when our forces are balancing a 

broad array of missions with aging equipment and 

falling personnel strength. The Army and Marine 

Corps are in desperate need of equipment reset, 

having been in combat for more than a decade; the 

Air Force has been at war continuously since De-

sert Storm in 1991, resulting in a high-flying time 

inventory of aircraft that average 25 years in age; 

the Navy attempts to conduct its global mission 

with a fleet that is its smallest in almost 100 years; 

and the Coast Guard is active in 11 mission areas 

with an aging fleet. We must not balance the 

budget on the backs of our military, and yet more 

cuts to defense investment will erode our security 

and undercut one of the last bastions of American 

manufacturing strength. Business leaders are can-

celling capital investments and delaying hiring 

because of the uncertainty surrounding the imple-

mentation of sequestration. The defense industrial 

base is a strategic national asset; assuring its sur-

vival requires careful planning and foresight – not 

shortsighted draconian cuts. Failing to avert se-

questration will only assure that our country’s 

economy will plunge back into recession, while 

ignoring the needs of the war fighter who is called 

upon when foreign policy is challenged abroad. 

Ending the specter of sequestration hovering over 

our defense industrial base and manufacturing 

sector must occur immediately, and the solution 

must be a balanced one that acknowledges that 

our nation faces a wide array of security threats. 

Congress must act quickly in the lame duck ses-

sion to solve this potentially devastating blow to 

our national security. 

 

General Gordon Sullivan USA, Retired 

President, Association of the United States Army 

 

Lieutenant General George Muellner  

USAF, Retired 

Chairman of the Board, Air Force Association 

 

CAPT Dale Lumme USN, Retired 

National Executive Director, NLUS 

CC: The Honorable Carl Levin, Chairman, Senate 

Armed Services Committee 

The Honorable John McCain, Ranking Member, 

Senate Armed Services Committee 

The Honorable Daniel Inouye, Chairman, Senate 

Appropriations Defense Subcommittee 

The Honorable Thad Cochran, Ranking Member, 

Appropriations Defense Subcommittee 

The Honorable Howard McKeon, Chairman, 

House Armed Services Committee 

The Honorable Adam Smith, Ranking Member, 

House Armed Services Committee 

The Honorable C.W. Young, Chairman, House 

Appropriations Defense Subcommittee 

The Honorable Norm Dicks, Ranking Member, 

House Appropriations Defense Subcommittee 
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 Craig Chapman Incoming President 

Lake Washington Council 
 

After his first year of college, Craig began his 

military career in 1966 by enlisting in the U.S. Air 

Force. Initially trained as a Minuteman Missile 

Control Communications Technician, Craig was 

offered appointment under an Air Force education 

program whereby he at-

tended Purdue University 

to complete his under-

graduate degree in Indus-

trial Management. Com-

missioned in 1972 as a 

Second Lieutenant, Craig 

continued his career as a 

Program Management Of-

ficer with the Air Force 

Systems Command’s Electronics Systems Divi-

sion where he was involved in several major 

weapon systems acquisition programs. Later the 

Air Force sent him to the Air Force Institute of 

Technology to complete a M. S. Degree in Logis-

tics Management. Subsequent assignments took 

Craig to Osan AB in South Korea and ultimately 

to assignments at the Headquarters Air Force 

Contract Management Division in Albuquerque, 

NM, and to the Air Force Plant Representative 

Office at Westinghouse Corporation in Baltimore, 

MD. During this time Craig completed the Pro-

gram Management Course at DOD’s Defense 

Systems Management College at Ft. Belvoir, VA, 

as well as special studies for the Air Force Chief 

of Staff and the U.S. Congress. Having held nine 

Air Force ranks, Craig retired as a Major in De-

cember 1986. Upon military retirement, Craig 

joined AAI Corporation as a Product Assurance 

executive and became instrumental in the compa-

ny’s development of Total Quality Assurance ca-

pabilities and the start-up of AAI/Systems Man-

agement Corporation. AAI developed and pro-

duced the first Unmanned Aerial Vehicle used in 

Desert Storm by the U.S. Army and the U.S. Na-

vy. In addition, AAI/SMI developed and produced 

the HH-60 flight simulator-trainer for the U.S. 

Coast Guard. Later Craig started his own consult-

ing firm specializing in business process improve-

ment for TCI Cablevision in Montana and Storage 

Technology Corporation in Minneapolis, MN. 

Eventually Craig shifted career endeavors into the 

financial industry where he joined Smith Barney in 

1996 as a Financial Consultant. Now with Oppen-

heimer & Co., Inc. in Bellevue, WA, Craig is Di-

rector – Investments, Financial Advisor and Certi-

fied Financial Planner® as well as principal of the 

BlueFalcon Private Client Group of Oppenheimer 

& Co. Inc. Craig began his association with the 

Lake Washington Council of the Navy League of 

the United States in 2009 with membership on the 

Council’s board and most recently as a Community 

Affiliate. Craig is also an active member of the Air 

Force Association (AFA) and the Association of 

the United States Army (AUSA). Craig and his 

wife Kare make their home in Snohomish, WA, 

and together have three children and six grand-

daughters. 

 

Maritime Security Ensures Economic 

Prosperity:  

The size of our Navy Matters  

By Dale A. Lumme  

The Politico  
November 11, 2012  

Today, as we commemorate Veterans’ Day and 

reflect on the bravery and sacrifice of the millions 

of Americans who have served past and present, 

we as a nation have an obligation to preserve what 

they have fought so hard to protect. The maritime 

service veterans’ narrative is unique and extraordi-

nary. From their historic role in the founding of our 

nation, to ensuring homeland security, our sea ser-

vice veterans will continue to deploy after the land 

forces have come home—to provide maritime se-

curity and help our nation ensure economic pros-

perity. In August 2011, our legislative and execu-

tive branches came up with the Budget Control Act 

as a means to force compromise and reduce our 

national deficit. Last week, Americans went to the 

polls and have reelected the incumbent President 

and a slightly new Congress. Clearly, our current 

and newly elected government need to exercise 

greater fiscal responsibility and reducing our defi-

cit must be a priority. Few Americans would disa-

gree with that. To do this, some argue that we 

spend less on defense. However, the security of our 

nation must not be the sacrificial lamb of partisan 

gaming. This is one area, where we as a nation 
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must stand united. Due to the nature of technologi-

cal advances, it has been suggested, that a 1915-

sized Navy is adequate in today’s environment. 

This, while possibly well intended, is a misin-

formed postulate. First, we live in a radically dif-

ferent world than we did in 1915. Our world is by 

no means a safer place – as most recently demon-

strated in Libya – where a senior career diplomat 

was assassinated; we have also seen the unpredict-

ability of nations such as Iran, and North Korea, 

both with emerging nuclear weapons capability; 

the ongoing Arab Spring, increasing terrorist train-

ing camps throughout Africa, and China’s instabil-

ity with neighboring countries and their territorial 

disputes. All of these actions, including piracy 

across the seven seas, present a serious threat to 

our maritime security, our economic prosperity, 

and our very way of life. While ground forces are 

drawing down in Afghanistan, it is our continually 

forward deployed Navy and Marine forces that 

provide disaster response and deter aggression 

around the globe. Next, many do not realize this, 

but over 90 percent of all global commerce travels 

by sea. Practically every product we export, use or 

consume, departed America, or came to the U.S. 

by ship. Most of the ships likely traveled through 

one of the world’s maritime choke points such as 

the Straits of Malacca or Hormuz, the Panama Ca-

nal, or the Suez Canal to get to their final destina-

tion. Any disruption, even temporary, to the flow 

of commerce in these areas would have significant 

impacts on our global economy. With many of 

these chokepoints located near politically unstable 

countries, matched with the ongoing reality of pira-

cy, the threat in these areas are real. As a large, 

maritime nation, the United States has an obliga-

tion – to its citizens and its allies – to protect free-

dom of the seas. And finally, yes the nuclear pow-

ered aircraft carrier of 2012 is vastly different than 

the steam powered battleship of 1915. Today’s 

ships can travel further, deliver more firepower, 

and are technologically superior. However, it is 

basic math--numbers matter. For every one ship 

that is deployed, our maritime services require at 

least two more ships-- one at their homeport under-

going maintenance and refurbishment, with anoth-

er ship probably underway training for their next 

deployment. The current operational tempo has 

weighed heavily on our Sailors and Marines that 

deploy with these fewer number of ships. Ten 

years ago, the average deployment was about six 

months, with about 18 months at homeport. To-

day, our Sailors and Marines are deploying seven 

to nine months and are only spending a few 

months back at home before their next overseas 

deployment. The bottom line is: size matters. Re-

ducing the number of ships severely limits our 

ability to adequately maintain and train an already 

small fleet and our capability to respond to crisis, 

conflicts, and disasters is diminished. It severely 

limits our ability to be forward deployed and en-

gaged around the globe and will force us to as-

sume unacceptable risks in future combat opera-

tions. As President Theodore Roosevelt said, “a 

good navy is not a provocation to war; it is the 

surest guaranty of peace.” It is imperative that our 

members of Congress remember this and remem-

ber their Constitutional obligation to defend the 

national security of the United States. Executive 

branch leaders have promised that sequestration 

won’t happen. However, these are statements they 

cannot make. Sequestration is the law. The only 

way to stop it is for Congress to take positive ac-

tion before January 2, 2013. In addition to the se-

questration issue, our Congress has used continu-

ing resolutions in lieu of passing a budget every 

fiscal year for the past 16 years. While this suits 

the political needs of Congress, it has left our mil-

itary in the very untenable situation of not being 

able to adequately plan for, or execute national 

security objectives. It severely limits their ability 

to conduct training, acquire and maintain equip-

ment, and respond to contingencies. Officially, 

the only purpose of sequestration was to force 

compromise amongst our elected officials. In real-

ity, it was a contrived notion intended to play out 

in the court of public opinion. Lame-duck politics 

often have negative connotations. Our elected of-

ficials now have an opportunity to put aside parti-

san concerns and do the right thing – stop seques-

tration now. No more campaign ads and no more 

political pandering. The effects of sequestration 

would have devastating effects on our national 

security, the effectiveness and sustainability of 

our defense industrial base, and our economic 

prosperity unless they act now. Dale A. Lumme is 

the National Executive Director of the Navy 

League of the United States.  



LAKE WASHINGTON COUNCIL 
NAVY LEAGUE OF THE UNITED STATES 
P.O. BOX 183 
MEDINA WA 98039-0183 

                                               

 
 

Lake Washington 
Council  

CITIZENS IN SUPPORT OF THE SEA SERVICES 
Lake Washington Council is your community organization that: 

 Supports our Puget Sound Sea Services: USCGC Healy, Maritime Expeditionary Security 

Squadron 9, USCG Base Seattle, USS Jimmy Carter, and Undersea R & D Detachment, USCG 

Response Boat-Medium Project. 

 Supports local Naval Reserve Officers Training Units and US Naval Sea Cadet Corps: Liberty 

High School NJROTC, University of Washington NROTC, and US Naval Sea Cadet Corps, 

Naval Station Everett Division. 

 Increases awareness of the diversity of maritime units in Puget Sound. 

 Conveys the pivotal role our Puget Sound sea services play in our national and regional  

 security. 

 Furthers understanding that maritime commerce is the cornerstone of our region’s economy. 
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