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Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

The Navy has instituted new base access requirements that will make the July 
8th luncheon problematic for those who do not have base access.  The easiest 
solution is to arrange to ride in with someone who has base access.  If that 
does not work for you, call Maria at Bangor Plaza, 360-535-5928 (O) or 360-
340-1291 (C)—she has arranged for a couple of her staff to make runs to 
the gate to escort folks in.  There is some parking available at the main gate 
entrance. Again, if you can arrange with a NL member who has access to 
catch a ride with, it will work better for you.  We are researching alternatives 
for future luncheons, and may move to the Keyport Museum which does not 
require base access.

This Month’s luncheon speaker is Captain David K. Kohnke, Command-
ing Officer Naval Undersea Warfare Center Keyport.

Captain Kohnke will be presenting on “Torpedo 
Town USA” and the plan for the upcoming Centen-
nial. The Pacific Coast Torpedo Station was formally 
commissioned on 14 November 1914 with Com-
mander H. N. Jenson, USN, as the Station’s first 
Commanding Officer.

NUWC Keyport operates and maintains unique na-
tional assets in our precision ranges and our techno-
logically  unique maintenance and repair facilities. 
Established in 1950s, Keyport’s ranges were the first 
3-D underwater tracking ranges in the world. Key-

port’s National Torpedo Depot is the Navy’s major repair facility for torpedoes 
and has supported every variation of torpedo that has served the US Navy and 
many foreign navies.

Captain Kohnke has experienced a wide variety of  assignments in his Na-
val Career. He enlisted in the Navy in 1980, trained as a Reactor Operator, 
and served as an instructor at the Nautilus S1W prototype and onboard USS 
Bremerton.  After completing a NROTC Scholarship at the University of Ari-
zona he was commissioned in 1990 and qualified in Submarines onboard USS 
Ohio Blue.

Captain Kohnke’s first shipyard tour was at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard work-
ing as a project superintendent for the USS Houston refueling overhaul. He 
next served as Officer in Charge of the Acoustic Research Detachment (ARD) 
in Bayview, Idaho. Capt. Kohnke then reported to Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility in Bangor, Wash. as the Repair Officer,  followed by a tour as the Com-
bat Systems Officer aboard the USS John C. Stennis. In June 2011, Capt. Kohn-
ke reported to Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility, where he served as Engineering and Planning Officer. He assumed 
command of NUWC Division, Keyport in Sept. 2012.
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Patriots Landing Hot Rods for Heroes Car Show Sat August 2 11:30-3:00 PM
Patriots Landing in Dupont, one of our 
Community Affiliates, is sponsoring 
a “Hot Rod for Heroes” car show on 
Saturday August 2 from 11:30 to 3 
PM.  Live entertainment will be pro-
vided by the Blues Power Revue.

Patriots Landing is the Pacific North-
west’s only retirement community 
dedicated to serving former military 
personnel, It offers luxury living and exceptional care for people of all 
walks of life.

Our Council members toured their impressive facilities and had lunch 
there during the April tour of Madigan Army Medical Center. 

I just returned from the Annual Navy League Convention in San Diego.  It was a typical an-
nual meeting where the business of Navy League was conducted.  We recognized Councils 
(I received our 2013 Outstanding Council Award and 2013 Mackie Website Third Place 
Award) and National level Sea Service Member Awardees were recognized.  They explained 
the recent membership fee hike—basically NL was losing money on each member.  They calcu-
lated that it costs NL $55 to service a member (SeaPower, mailings, database maintenance, etc), 

so at the old rate, they were losing $5.00 a member.  At $65 per year, they will be making a small profit.

Base Access is in the news again.  Due to a SECNAV directive, base access is becoming more restricted for 
those who do not have regular base access.  They are now requiring a three page form to be filled out for secu-
rity background checks.  The bad part is I am told the forms are only good for 30 days.  It is too hard to change 
locations for July, but we are arranging to do our luncheons at the Keyport Museum, which does not require 
base access.  

I hope you are excited about our July Luncheon when Captain Dave Kohnke will be our guest speaker.  The 
Captain has been a huge supporter of Navy League and we look forward to him providing a brief history of 
Keyport and highlighting what they are doing to support the industrial base and R&D projects for the Navy.  
Unfortunately I will miss the luncheon—Tina and I will be in Paris.

We had a last minute change in luncheon speakers last month.  RDML Kuhlmann’s schedule changed and we 
responded last minute to get the Commanding Officer of the Naval Hospital to come—thanks for bailing us 
out Capt Quarles!  The Captain’s presentation highlighted what changes were coming to the Naval Hospital 
and what it would mean to customer care.  He also addressed current staffing and projects.

Thank you for all you do to support Navy League, Larry

President’s Corner
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NUWC Keyport Torpedo Town USA
Beginning in 1909 the Navy started to investigate the coastal waters between British Columbia, Canada and 
San Diego, California for a suitable location to establish a west coast torpedo station to test and service torpe-
does for the Pacific Fleet. The land and waters around Keyport, Washing-
ton were surveyed in June 1909 and were found-to be ideal for the desired 
Stillwater range. One reason for selecting the site was its shallow depth, 
only 90 feet at its deepest point, which would make it possible for divers 
to recover the torpedoes that did not surface at the end of their test runs. 
Plus, the location offered excellent shipping facilities to all points in the 
Pacific and it was close to the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard at Bremer-
ton. In June 1910 Congress authorized the purchase of the peninsula near 
Keyport as the site for the new Pacific Coast Torpedo Station with a char-
ter to store, modify, repair and test torpedoes ($145,000 was appropriated 
for this purpose). The Pacific Coast Torpedo Station was formally commissioned on 14 November 1914 with 
Commander H. N. Jenson, USN, as the Station’s first Commanding Officer.

However, to determine the success or failure of a torpedo run required 
direct observation, difficult at best within the waters of Puget Sound. 
Nevertheless, a network of buoys and observation platforms, manned by 
technicians armed only with stopwatches, were set up along the center-
line of the new range. From visual observations of the torpedo as it sped 
down the range past the observers, a determination was made as to the 
success of the run. Occasionally a net was lowered in the water for the 
torpedo to penetrate in an attempt to determine depth. 

As would be later shown, under combat conditions, this 
limited testing was just not adequate to fully understand 
the performance of these weapons, or to uncover poten-
tial problems; even though in wartime service they were 
designed to make a single straight run toward a target at 
a specified depth until the warhead detonated (either on 
contact or influenced by the target’s hull). Testing deficien-
cies became apparent as serious torpedo problems surfaced 
during actual wartime use.

This quickly resulted in the application of new technolo-
gies to the process of weapons testing and contributed to 
the eventual deployment of a very successful torpedo.

Acoustic based tracking systems were installed during the last year of World War II, just as the Navy began to 
shift emphasis away from torpedo attacks solely against surface ships, to include torpedo attacks against deep 
diving enemy submarines. It can be readily appreciated that a new generation of deep diving and highly ma-
neuverable torpedoes, able to seek out submerged targets, would spawn a new generation of tracking technol-
ogies, and the need for a new body of deep water in which these new technologies could be applied. This need 
was fulfilled with the installation of a new range in the deeper waters of Dabob Bay, a range designed to allow 
tracking in all three dimensions. The new range in Dabob Bay was the very first tracking range capable of ac-
curate 3-D tracking and is still considered one of the quietest and most secure instrumented underwater ranges 
in the world. 
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Seattle Seafair Fleet Week July 30-3 August
Seafair Fleet Week has been a tradition in Seattle since 1950 with multiple ships annually coming into the Port 
of Seattle to celebrate this region’s premier summertime festival.

Parade of Ships & Flight  Wednesday, July 30 | 1:45 p.m.

Gather at the Seattle Waterfront for a spectacular show 
at the Parade of Ships & Flight! Vessels from the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Marines and the Royal 
Canadian Navy will participate in the display. Mili-
tary aircraft will fly overhead for the public to watch 
in celebration of the men and women who serve our 
country.
Ship Tours  Pier 66, 69 & 90    
Thurs, July 31 – Sat Aug 2| 9:30 a.m. – 3:30pm
Sun, August 3| 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m.

Blue Angels Seafair Airshow 
Genesee Park/Lake Washington

Friday, August 1 – Sunday, August 3, 2014 1:45 PM

Don’t miss the familiar roar of the U.S. Navy Blue 
Angels at Seafair Weekend in 2014! These Boe-
ing F/A-18 aircrafts will race overhead at speeds 
approaching 700 mph. The Blues will perform aer-
obatic and low-flying maneuvers as Seattleites look 
on in awe from the shores of Lake Washington.
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Seattle Marine Week July 26-August 3
The Emerald City will play host to the fifth annual 
Marine Week, July 26- Aug 3 2014!

Marine Week is a celebration of Community, Coun-
try and Corps – providing the American public the 
unique experience to directly connect with hun-
dreds of Marines. During the week-long event, Se-
attleites will have the opportunity to climb aboard 
state-of-the-art aircraft and ground equipment, 
check out the latest military technology and com-
bat weaponry, witness hand-to-hand martial arts 

demonstrations and engage in clinics with Marine Corps sports teams, all while taking in the sights and sounds 
of the Silent Drill Platoon and Marine Corps Band. Marines will also be lending a hand to local communities 
through dozens of volunteer service projects, including neighborhood clean-ups, park restorations and housing 
rebuilds.

The week will culminate with a full-scale combat demonstration as Marines simulate an amphibious assault at 
Genese Park on Lake Washington, Saturday and Sunday during the Seafair Cup Hydroplane Race, highlighting 
the Corps’ unique capabilities to fight our country’s battles in the air, on land and at sea.

Marine Week Schedule
Saturday 26 July

•12:00 pm: Marine Week Opening Ceremony 
@ Seattle Center

•7:30 pm: Seafair Torchlight Parade featur-
ing the Marine Corps Band, Color Guard and 
Silent Drill Platoon @ Seattle Center

Sunday 27 July – Sunday 3 August

• 8:00 am- 5:00 pm: National Museum of the 
Marine Corps and Eyes of Freedom Memorial 
on display @ Seattle Center- International 
Fountain Pavilion

Thursday 31 July – Sunday 3 August

•9:00 am- 5:00 pm: Static Displays @ Muse-
um of Flight

Friday 1 August

•12:00 pm: Band Performance @ Genesee 
Park during the Seafair Cup

Saturday 2 August – Sunday 3 August

•12:00 pm: Band Performance @ Genesee 
Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:00 pm: Marine Air Ground Task Force 
Demonstration @ Genesee Park during the 
Seafair Cup
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June 20: Tour of USCG Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor

On Friday, June 20, 2014 a fortunate group of Navy leaguers and 
guests were once again hosted for a tour by the USCG Maritime 
Force Protection Unit (MFPU) at Bangor. We last visited the MFPU 
on May 31, 2013 and readers are directed to the council web site to 
read the report of that tour. However, there were some differences 
since that year ago tour, although C.O. CDR Tom Sullivan did wel-
come us and give the initial briefing.

First of all we not only went aboard some 
of the MFPU boats but actually got underway on Hood Canal on two 64’ Special 
Purpose Craft…informally called a floating tank…for an amazing demonstration of 
their speed and maneuverability. Some of us, under close USCG supervision, even 
took the controls for a while, including my 10 year old grandson Justin Marten. I 
wonder why he was smiling?

Following lunch on board USCGC Sea Fox at the pier we re-
assembled at the new MFPU headquarters in the former Navy 
brig building. In addition to some obviously necessary modifi-
cations-like removal of cell doors-other work included instal-
lation of high tech communication wire throughout, something 
not needed in a brig. But acknowledging cost constraints the 
MFPU personnel proudly painted the entire interior of the build-
ing themselves with only the paint as a cost. A very substantial 
saving and an outstanding job well done. CDR Sullivan gave us 
a guided tour of the facility telling us the current use and past 
purpose of various areas.

Last, but certainly not least, is that this was CDR Sullivan’s last time to host a tour for us as he will be retiring 
from active USCG service in July. He will be leaving a very big and special footprint and we wish him all the 
best. Thank you CDR Sully for the tour and your service. Thanks also to Byron Faber for setting up the tour 
and to Doug Garner for coordinating the registration and access effort. – Norman Marten

Tour Planning
July 12 - Everett Navy Base & ship tour onboard USS Shoup @ 10:00 AM. The Kingston to Edmonds ferry @ 
8:40 should get us there on time

For August we are planning a mutil-day tour in the mouth of the 
Columbia River

August 25  - Astoria Oregon USCG base,  Aides to Navigation      
Places to stay near Astoria OR http://www.travelastoria.com/stay/

Places to Stay Seaside OR    http://www.seasideor.com/

August 26 - Ilwaco WA USCG Heavy Weather School, Cape Dis-
apointmet Lighthouse 

September - JBLM Army tour Ft Lewis 

October - JBLM McChord field to tour the flight line, and a C17 transport plane
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Robert Cairns
• Tom Danaher 
• Carolyn Dankers  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Heidi Hottinger 
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                            Alan Beam
                                                                     Carolyn Dankers
                                                                     Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

8 July  Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor

July 12 - Everett Navy Base & ship tour onboard USS Shoup @ 10:00 AM    

      

Seattle Seafair/ Marine Week
Saturday 26 July

•12:00 pm: Marine Week Opening Ceremony @ Seattle Center

•7:30 pm: Seafair Torchlight Parade featuring the Marine Corps Band, Color Guard 
and Silent Drill Platoon @ Seattle Center

Sunday 27 July – Sunday 3 August

• 8:00 am- 5:00 pm: National Museum of the Marine Corps and Eyes of Freedom 
Memorial on display @ Seattle Center- International Fountain Pavilion

Wednesday 30 July

•10am-12 pm Navy Blue Angels Practice @ Lake Washington

•1:30-2:30  pm Navy Blue Angels Practice @ Lake Washington

•1;45 pm: Navy Parade of Ships @ Elliot Bay

Thursday 31 July – Sunday 3 August

•9:00 am- 5:00 pm: Marine Static Displays @ Museum of Flight

Friday 1 August

•12:00 pm: Marine Band Performance @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:35 pm: Navy Blue Angels Fat Albert @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:45 pm: Navy Blue Angels Airshow @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

Saturday 2 August 

•12:00 pm: Marine Band Performance @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:00 pm: Marine Air Ground Task Force Demonstration @ Genesee Park during 
the Seafair Cup

•1:35 pm: Navy Blue Angels Fat Albert @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:45 pm: Navy Blue Angels Airshow @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

Sunday 3 August

•12:00 pm: Marine Band Performance @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:00 pm: Marine Air Ground Task Force Demonstration @ Genesee Park during  
the Seafair Cup

•1:35 pm: Navy Blue Angels Fat Albert @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

•1:45 pm: Navy Blue Angels Airshow @ Genesee Park during the Seafair Cup

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

In Memory

Arland Loften, 84, of Silverdale, lifetime member of Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of the U.S. Navy League, and president from 1987 to 
1988, died Tuesday 1 July 2014 at Harrison Medical Center.
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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