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CELEBRATING USCG BIRTHDAY AT AUGUST 11 LUNCHEON

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

The Coast Guard is celebrating its 225nd 
year on August 4th. One of America’s 
five armed forces, it traces its founding 
to August 4, 1790, when the first Con-
gress authorized the construction of 10 
“Cutters” (small boats) to enforce tariff 
and trade laws, prevent smuggling, and 
protect the collection of federal revenue. 

Responsibilities added over the years included humanitarian duties such 
as aiding mariners in distress.  The service received its present name in 
1915 when the Revenue Cutter Service merged with the U.S. Life-Sav-
ing Service to form a single maritime service dedicated to the safety of 
life at sea and enforcing the nation’s maritime laws. 

The Coast Guard is a multi-mission, maritime, military service and the 
smallest of the five Armed Services.  Its mission is to protect the public, 
the environment and U.S. economic interests in the nation’s waterways, 
along the coast, on international waters, or in any maritime region as 
required to support U.S. national security interests. 

The Guest Speaker is will be Captain Laird Hail USCG (Ret) on the     
Seattle Vessel Traffic Control System. 

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed 
by lunch. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, 
NBK, Bangor.

Registration! 
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 
lunch registration.
Please call at your earliest convenience.

Cut off for reservations is August 4

Members without base access; processing time takes weeks.
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate 
access sheet.
Provide your date of birth and city of birth.
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A Brief Coast Guard History in the Pacific Northwest
United State has always been a maritime nation.  During our fight for independence, many fortunes were made 
and lost by American privateers trying to get goods and people through the British blockades.  After winning 
the war, some of these privateers continued smuggling their goods into ports and coastal areas to avoid paying 
taxes.  The new nation realized that this needed revenue was important to help sustain a new government. 

The Revenue Cutter Service founded on August 4, 1790, by the Tariff Act permitted construction of ten cut-
ters and recruitment of 100 revenue officers.  From 1790, when the Continental Navy was disbanded, to 1798, 
when the United States Navy was created, the Revenue Cutter Service provided the only armed American 
presence on the sea.

Prior to the California Gold Rush very few settlers lived in the West.  In 1849, only an estimated 304 Amer-
icans lived north of the Oregon Territory.  By 1853 there were almost 4,000 inhabitants in our area and 50% 
lived in the Puget Sound area.  There was a brisk sea trade and a Customs Revenue Office was established first 
in Olympia and then in Port Townsend. 

In 1854, the Treasury Department sent the Revenue Cutter, Jefferson 
Davis to Washington State.  The Jefferson Davis was a topsail Schoo-
ner built by J M Hood of Sommerset Massachusetts in 1883.  She 
was 94 ft 6in in length and 23 ft in breadth and 9 ft in depth at 176 
Ton displacement.  Captain William C. Please, the youngest captain 
in the U.S, revenue Cutter Service, commanded a crew of 3 officers 
and 32 men.  The main port of operations for the Revenue Cutter 
Service was Port Townsend.  A nice model of a cutter is on display at 
the Kitsap County Historical Museum in Bremerton.

Soon the role of the cutter increased to transport troops involved in 
regional unrest with Native Americans and with the British, including the “Pig War” in the San Juan Islands.

Our current United States Coast Guard reflects an exciting history of prior organizations merging with the 
Coast Guard to broaden its scope of responsibilities.

For example, the United States Lighthouse Board was established in 1852.   

The U.S. Lighthouse Service was organized by statue in 1910 and this group merged into the coast Guard in 
1939.  On February 28, 1942, the Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation was transferred to the U.S. 
Coast Guard.

Between 1852 and 1958, seven lighthouses were 
built in Oregon and Washington.  The first two 
were at Cape Disappointment and New Dungeness.  
These beacons of light and sound provided warn-
ing to sailors during the many periods of limited 
visibility along our foggy, stormy coastline.  There 
are great stories of the lighthouse keepers and their 
families as they faced the many challenges of living 
in very isolated locations. 

Other navigational aids were put in place such as 
the buoys in the Columbia River and Astoria Har-
bor.  There were also three lightships used to light the way in places where no lighthouse could be built.  These 
ships had to stay in position despite heavy gales and high seas.
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Coast Guard History of Pacific Northwest (Continued)

In 1838, the Steamboat Inspection Service was established and an office in Portland opened in 1863.  By 1869, 
152 vessels were inspected and 188 licenses were issued. Since 1942, inspection and licensing have become an 
integral part of our U.S. Coast Guard.

The United States Life-Saving Service was a United States government agency that grew out of private and 
local humanitarian efforts to save the lives of shipwrecked mariners and passengers.  It began in1848 and ulti-
mately merged with the U. S. Coast Guard in 1915.

The Coast Guard’s presence in Port Angeles began on 
August 1, 1862 with the arrival of the Revenue Cutter,  
Shubrick. Ediz Hook level sand spit extending from the 
mainland north and east into the Strait of Juan de Fuca, was 
declared a federal Lighthouse Reservation by President 
Lincoln in 1863.  The fist lighthouse was commissioned on 
April 1, 1865. 

The Air Station was commissioned on June 1, 1935, becom-
ing the fist permanent Coast Guard Air Station on the Pacific 
Coast.  Its location was chosen for its strategic position for 
coastal defense of the Northwest.  The first aircraft, a Doug-

las RD-4 amphibian, arrived on June 11, 1935 and flew the first “mercy hop” on August 1935.  The 75 ft patrol 
boats were also stationed at the new unit.

During WWII, the Air Station expanded to include 
a gunnery school training aerial gunners and local 
defense forces.  A short runway was added to train 
Navy pilots for carrier landings.  It also hosted in-
dependent units such as Naval Intelligence and was 
Headquarters of the Air Sea Rescue System for the 
Northwest Sea Frontier Area.  By the end of 1944, 
the Air Station had 29 aircraft assigned. 

Big changes came to our local Coast Guard in 
1920; the Volstead Act was passed as “an experiment to outlaw liquor in the United States.” The Coast Guard 
is essentially the only maritime military service with law enforcement authority of American citizens.  The 
long unprotected border with Canada and our many inlets and passages provided ample opportunities for rum 
running. For thirteen years, the Coast Guard needed to focus on this illegal smuggling, but the positive result 
was that it brought much needed additional resources.

The United Coast Guard continues to grow and assume more responsibilities.  Each time we have the opportu-
nity to tour a Coast Guard command or meet with the wonderful young men and women of the Coast Guard, 
we are impressed with their dedication, their spirit and their knowledge.

 Semper Paratus
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Seattle Seafair Fleet Week July 30-3 August
Seafair Fleet Week has been a tradition in Seattle since 1950 with multiple ships annually coming into the Port 
of Seattle to celebrate this region’s premier summertime festival.

Parade of Ships & Flight  Wednesday, July 29 | 1:45 p.m.

Gather at the Seattle Waterfront for a spectacular show 
at the Parade of Ships & Flight! Vessels from the U.S. 
Navy, U.S. Coast Guard, U.S. Marines and the Royal 
Canadian Navy will participate in the display. Military 
aircraft will fly overhead for the public to watch in cele-
bration of the men and women who serve our country.

Ship Tours  Pier 66, 69 & 90    
Thurs, July 30 – Sat Aug 1| 9:30 a.m. – 3:30pm
Sun, August 2| 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

As part of Fleet Week during this year’s Seattle Seafair, Third Fleet is hosting a guest cruise aboard a U.S. 
Navy vessel Wednesday, July 29. The guest cruise is open to all U.S. citizens, twelve years of age and older. 
Children 17 and under must be accompanied by an adult. The cruise will depart from and return to the Seattle 
waterfront and may last from six to eight hours, including boarding and disembarking. 

Cost for this exciting day at sea is $20 regardless of age and includes lunch on board the ship as it cruises 
around Puget Sound. The $20 is necessary to cover Shiprider Program administrative expenses, including 
lunch on the ship.

Transportation to and from the departure point is not included, and nearby parking is limited so public trans-
portation is recommended. 

Participants will be able to tour the ship, which include walking through passageways and climbing ladders. 
For safety reasons, participant must meet certain physical requirements such as the ability to walk or stand on 
steel decks for several hours, the ability to climb steep and narrow stairwells and ladders, and non-dependence 
on such items likes canes, crutches, walkers or casts. If you are interested in participating in this year’s seafair 
Ship Ride Please contact Byron Faber  Email: byfaber@centurytel.net, Cell 360-434-1144
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Blue Angels Seafair Airshow 

Genesee Park/Lake Washington
Friday, July 31 – Sunday, August 2, 2015 1:45 PM

Don’t miss the familiar roar of the U.S. 
Navy Blue Angels at Seafair Weekend in 
2014! These Boeing F/A-18 aircrafts will 
race overhead at speeds approaching 700 
mph. The Blues will perform aerobatic and 
low-flying maneuvers as Seattleites look on 
in awe from the shores of Lake Washington.

21 July Tour Naval Air Station Whidbey Island @ 0930

 NAS Whidbey Island is the premier naval aviation installation in the Pacific Northwest and home of all Navy 
tactical electronic attack squadrons flying the EA-18G Growler. Adding to the depth and capability of the air 
station are four P-3 Orion Maritime Patrol squadrons and two Fleet Reconnaissance squadrons flying the EP-
3E Aries.

History – On Jan. 17, 1941, almost 11 months before the 
United States entered World War II, the Office of the Chief 
of Naval Operations askedhe commandant of the 13th Naval 
District to find a location for the re-arming and refueling 
of Navy patrol planes operating in defense of Puget Sound, 
should such defense be necessary. The commanding officer 
of Naval Air Station Seattle recommended the site of Sara-
toga Passage on the shores of Crescent Harbor and Forbes 
Point as a base suitable for seaplane takeoffs and landings 
under instrument conditions.

On Dec. 8, three workers started a topographic survey of 
what would become Ault Field, about 4 miles to the north. 
Clover Valley — level, well drained and accessible from 
any approach — seemed tailor-made for a landing field. The 
strategic location, commanding the eastern end of the Straits 

of Juan de Fuca, guarded the entrance to Puget Sound. It was far enough from populated areas to carry on 
operational training flights with live loads. The area experienced visual flying conditions about 89 percent of 
the time, and there was plenty of room to grow.

Actual construction of Ault Field started March 1, 1942. Squadrons of PBY Catalinas flew from the Seaplane 
Base, starting in December 1942. Over at Ault Field, the earliest squadrons of aircraft were F4F Wildcats, fol-
lowed by F6F Hellcats. In 1944, SBD Dauntless dive bombers became the predominant aircraft at Ault Field.

On June 27th the last EA-6B Prowler flew off completing the transition to EA-18G Growlers. The P3 Orion 
patrol squadrons on base are in the process of converting to the P8 Poseidon aircraft, a militarized Boeing 737 
airframe.

Start time will be about 9:30 AM. Some will go up the night before, but if you are coming on the morn-
ing ferry from Port Townsend, there is one at 8:00 AM. Reservations are advised in the summertime. 
You may also need a reservation from Coupeville to PT at about 4:15 or 5 PM HTTPS://secureapps.
wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/SailingSchedule.aspx?
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June 15 Tour of Naval Undersea Warfare Center Keyport

Our council was once again welcomed aboard Na-
val Undersea Warfare Center-Keyport for a tour on 
June 15, 2015.  And it was a great tour.
Initially we met the new commanding officer, 
CAPT Francis Spencer, who had been there for just 
11 days.  Then Division Technical Director Alan 
Kent presented a comprehensive overview of Key-
port, its work and where it fits into the larger Naval 
Sea Systems Command (NAVSEA).  Following 
is some of the information from that presentation. 
Keyport has occupied its present location since 
1914, employs approximately 2000 people and 
primarily serves submarines.  Keyport is the only 
US torpedo depot and performs intermediate main-

tenance on light and heavy weight torpedoes.  There are test ranges in Dabob Bay, Hood Canal and at Keyport. 
Additionally there are torpedo test ranges in Canadian waters (Nanoose). Civilians now operate the torpedo test 
boats. Keyport is proud of their many community outreach efforts and is truly a good neighbor. Most employees 
there are civilian, with a strong emphasis on the hiring of veterans.

Our first tour stop was at the Torpedo Intermediate Maintenance Facility.  Here Mark 46, 48 and 54 torpedoes 
are processed.  Torpedoes configured and used for practice are recovered after use and reconditioned here for 
reuse.  War shot configured torpedoes are periodically returned to Keyport on a scheduled basis to be rebuilt and 
returned to service.  The Mark 46 and 54 types are considered “lightweight” and the Mark 48 is the sole “heavy-
weight” torpedo. Mark 46 and 54 torpedoes are launched on or above the surface from ships, aircraft or helicop-
ters, versus the Mark 48 which is only submarine launched underwater.  We were shown the inner workings of 
a torpedo motor, which is included in the reconditioning/rebuilding process.  Torpedo motors are powerful for 
their small size (450 h.p. @ 96 cubic inches) and use special fuel.  

The other area we visited was Customer Engineered Solutions and Laser Cladding.  Here we were shown the 
machinery which performs computer guided 3-D printing using laser 
melted finely ground plastics, sand and, in some cases, metal.  Although 
actual finished parts are at times produced most of the output here cre-
ates a form or mold which can then be used for a casting of the required 
component.  This work is saving many thousands of dollars in helping to 
replace now obsolete parts no longer available from the original manufac-
turers.  In the laser lab we were shown, as an example of their work, how 
they repair expensive helicopter blades by removing and replacing sur-
face coatings.  This also results in huge cost savings.  Keyport engineers 
were praised for how they devised a process by which the vertical launch 
tubes in “688” class submarines, a component subject to serious corrosion 
and resultant high repair costs, could be economically ground and sealed with more cost savings.  Metal bond-
ing was also discussed. Sincere thanks to everyone at Keyport and, of course, to our faithful tour coordinator 
Byron Faber for arranging everything. - Norm Marten
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Tim Katona 
                                                               360.674.2628 
Vice President                                     Kevin Torcolini 
Vice President                                          Robert Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                          Larry Salter                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

•    Alan Beam
•    Tom Danaher
•    Kelly Emerson
•    Byron Faber
•    Patricia Faber
•    Joe Hulsey
•    Jack James
•    Neva Lamb
•    Cynthia Martin
•    Helen Miller
•    Mike Spence
•    Kevin Staub
•    Larry Tellinghuisen
•    Steve Westover

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                                      Alan Beam
                                                                         

Graphic Layout                                                      Alan Beam
Published by                                                             Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

14 July Bremerton Navy League Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
21 July Navy League Tour of NAS Whidbey Island
27 July Third Fleet Ships arrival Everett (Afternoon Picnic)
28 July Third Fleet Youth Sail to Seattle (Sea Cadets)
28 July  Eagles and Anchors Reception (Officers and Chiefs)
29 July Seattle Fleet Week Parade of Ships
30 July-2 Aug Fleet Week Ship Tours
31 July Seattle Navy League Sea Services Luncheon  

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planning

July 21 Naval Air Station Whidbey Island, start time about 9:30 AM. Some will go 
up the night before, but if you are coming on the morning ferry from Port Townsend, 
there is one at 8:00 AM. Reservations are advised in the summertime. Also need a 
reservation from Coupeville to PT at about 4:15 or 5 PM

August 20 Naval Magazine Indian Island from 1-3PM 

Sept USS John C Stennis

Sept Seattle CG facilities, with tour of the Vessel Tracking Service as well as the-
Joint Harbor Operations Command (homeland security) and a cutter or ice breaker 
Oct Safe Boats trying for both port of Bremerton & the Tacoma facility if possible

Nov Bremerton Navy Hospital

Navy League Honors NRD Seattle Sailors of the Year

ABE1(AW/SW) Brandon Benedict, the Navy Recruiting District (NRD) 
Seattle Sailor of the Year (SOY) was recognized by the Navy League of the 
United States Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council during a recent lun-
cheon. Shown left to right: NRD Seattle Commanding Officer, Commander 
Djamal Pullom; Benedict; and Council President, Tim Katona.
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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