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Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

CELEBRATING USCG BIRTHDAY AT AUGUST 12 LUNCHEON
The Coast Guard is celebrating its 224nd year on August 4th. One of Ameri-
ca’s five armed forces, it traces its founding to August 4, 1790, when the first 
Congress authorized the 
construction of 10 “Cutters” 
(small boats) to enforce tar-
iff and trade laws, prevent 
smuggling, and protect the 
collection of federal reve-
nue. Responsibilities added 
over the years included 
humanitarian duties such as 
aiding mariners in distress.  
The service received its 
present name in 1915 when 
the Revenue Cutter Ser-
vice merged with the U.S. 
Life-Saving Service to form 
a single maritime service dedicated to the safety of life at sea and enforcing the 
nation’s maritime laws. The Coast Guard is a multi-mission, maritime, military 
service and the smallest of the five Armed Services.  Its mission is to protect the 
public, the environment and U.S. economic interests in the nation’s waterways, 
along the coast, on international waters, or in any maritime region as required 
to support U.S. national security interests.

Our Guest Speaker is Rear Admiral Rich-
ard T. Gromlich, Commander Coast Guard 
District 13. The Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council always dedicates our 
August luncheon to celebrate the Coast 
Guard birthday.  Our luncheon on 12 
August will include recognizing outstand-
ing Coast Guard men and women from 
our three Coast Guard adopted units—Air 
Station/Sector Field Office Port Angeles; 
Maritime Force Protection Unit, Bangor; 
and Station Seattle.
Rear Admiral Richard T. Gromlich serves 
as the Commander of the Thirteenth Coast 
Guard District headquartered in Seattle, 
Washington. As District Commander, he is 
responsible for U.S. Coast Guard opera-

tions and personnel covering 4 states (Oregon, Washington, Idaho and Mon-
tana), more than 4,400 miles of coastline, 600 miles of inland waterways, and a 
125 mile international maritime border with Canada.
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It is a sad day for Navy League.  I was informed Wednesday morning that Carolyn Dankers 
lost her battle with cancer and passed away.  She will be sorely missed. As a person, she had 
a wonderful heart and could not do enough for the men and women of the Sea Services.  As a 
Navy League Activist, Carolyn was into everything Navy League—served in many capacities 
including being the Council President for two years and most recently as the Area President and 
National Director.  As a volunteer, Carolyn willingly gave much of her time.  Navy League was 

on the top of the list for her volunteer activities, but she helped in many other areas also—the community will 
miss her.  As a friend, Carolyn got involved in Navy League in 2006, the last time I was the Council Presi-
dent—I grew to love her spirit, smile, enthusiasm, and just plain enjoyed her company.  I will miss her and the 
Navy League has lost our best.  May the Lord welcome her and keep watch over her. 

Base Access continues to be troublesome.  We think we have it solved. We are back to the way we were doing 
base access—calling Evergreen Transfer.  The August 12th luncheon celebrating the USCG Birthday will be 
held at the Trident Ball Room at the NBK Bangor Plaza

As I mentioned, our August Luncheon is celebrating the U.S. Coast Guard birthday.  RADM Richard Grom-
lich will be our guest speaker and we will have representatives from our three Coast Guard adopted units:  Air 
Station / Sector Field Office, Port Angeles; Maritime Force Protection Unit, Bangor; and Station Seattle.

Sorry I missed last month’s luncheon, but our two week trip to France was a great time.  Hope everyone en-
joyed Captain Dave Kohnke’s remarks.

Thank you for all you do to support Navy League and enjoy the rest of the summer, Larry

President’s Corner
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     Carolyn Dankers 1939-2014 
Carolyn Dankers, past President and current Board Member of our Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Navy 
League Council passed the morning of Wednesday, July 30th.  Back in 2008, Carolyn had eye surgery to re-
move a small Melanoma spot.  Six years later, it became obvious that the Melanoma cancer had spread to her 
liver, her lungs and her bones.

The speed at which she succumbed to the cancer came as a surprise to all of us who 
considered Carolyn to be “Super Woman”.  She was involved in so many activities 
in our Kitsap community that it would be impossible to list everything.  For Navy 
League, Carolyn served as our council’s Board President, and then she went on to 
serve as the Northwest Coastal Area President and finally she served as a National 
Director.  Carolyn somehow found time to also serve on the United Way Board, the 
Kitsap County Historical Society Board and the Kitsap Regional Library Foundation 
Board.  

Last year, Carolyn received the “Citizen of the Year” award from the East Bremer-
ton Rotary.  The award is given to non-Rotarians, who exemplify the Rotary ideal of 
“Service Above Self”, making significant contributions to the community.  She was 
cited as someone who builds bridges among various organizations and motivates 

others to work for the betterment of those in need.

Carolyn’s “super woman” status started many years ago.  Her daughter, Sheri Tousey, said that her mom was 
president of just about every organization in her high school in Marin county, California.  She was elected to 
serve as Student Body President, which was a position usually held by one of the male students.  She was only 
16 when she graduated from high school and had her associates degree by the time she was 18.  Carolyn then 
went on to obtain her teaching degree from California State University at Chico.  She was teaching junior high 
students when she decided to get her master’s degree.  She did her master’s thesis on “Effective Methods of 
Teaching Reading”.  Then, of course, she was selected to serve as “President of the National Reading Associa-
tion” and later served as President of the “National Education Association”.

Carolyn worked on obtaining her PhD in Education for six years.  She would work full-time during the regular 
school year, teaching college students at CSU-Chico and then attend her doctorate classes during the summer 
quarters at the University of Southern California.  This time, her doctoral thesis was on “Effective Methods of 
Teaching”.  She served as the key-note speaker at many education conventions.  She was the leading authority 
in California regarding “State Textbook Adoptions”.  After teaching at California State University at Chico 
for almost 40 years, Carolyn retired as Professor Emeritus and moved to Washington state to be closer to her 
daughter, Sheri.  Sheri mentioned that one of Carolyn’s former college students wrote a nice card to Carolyn 
during her illness.  This former student said that one thing Dr. Carolyn Dankers stated has always stayed with 
her.  “Demand respect and treat everyone with love”.

A” Celebration of Life” will be conducted in September per her request. More information will be pub-
lished when available. 
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Seattle Seafair Fleet Week Parade of Ships
The US Navy once again in support of Seafair arranged for the amazing opportunity for a limited number of civilians to 
ride aboard a Navy ship or Coast Guard cutter on Puget Sound.  But unlike past years where the ship riders were all cho-
sen by random drawing, this year some slots were specially reserved for the Navy League with a guarantee to get aboard.  
There were 14 of us (members and guests) from Bremerton-Olympic Council who took advantage.

The ships participating in the program this year, and which on subsequent 
days were open to the general public for tours, were amphibious assault 
ship USS Essex (LHD 2), guided missile cruiser USS Chancellorsville (CG 
62), guided missile destroyer USS Howard (DDG 83), and Coast Guard 
cutter USCGC Mellon (WHEC 717).  Several additional smaller cutters 
plus two Canadian coastal defense vessels were also in the parade of ships.  
Our group was assigned to USS Essex.

USS Essex was commissioned October 17, 1992 and when fully operation-
al carries 1200 Navy and 1800 Marine Corps personnel.  Home ported in 
San Diego, CA the ship carries all components of an amphibious assault, 

whether by air, sea or land, and the Marines who fight.  There was no fighting during our cruise…only exceptional 
friendliness from everyone on the ship.  Essex is also prepared to furnish humanitarian assistance in case of disasters 
home and abroad.  

What was particularly welcoming was that the XO, CDR Brian J. Quin, 
greeted us at the quarter deck and told us that the ship was ours to explore 
and enjoy.  There were few areas roped off for obvious safety reasons, 
but otherwise we had pretty much unrestricted access to all areas above 
and below deck, from bow to stern.  It was interesting to observe an 
operational bridge…very different from one that is dark and silent.  There 

were several Navy and 
Marine helicopters de-
ployed on deck as well.  
While aboard the crew 
provided us first with 
an extensive continental 
breakfast, and later with an equally extensive lunch.  For sure no one 
went home hungry!

We pulled out from Pier 90 mid-morning and proceeded counter clock-
wise leading the parade of ships north a way near West Point Light and 
then across Puget 
Sound toward 

Bainbridge Island.  Eventually we turned again to the south and 
then to the east off Alki Point, then past Duwamish and finally past 
Seattle where we passed in review for the people on shore.  For part 
of the time the crew was manning the rails in their whites, a sight 
most people have never experienced from our vantage point.  A 
Seattle Fire Department fire boat led the parade with a continuous 
water display.  Mts. Rainier and Baker, along with the Cascades and 
Olympics, provided the perfect backdrop on a crystal blue sky day.

While we were passing in review we also had the pleasure of a fly 
over by a variety of Marine Corps helicopters and two V22 Ospreys, all aircraft normally deployed aboard Essex.  They 
flew over in spaced apart groups of two initially and later returned in close formation, an impressive display to end the 
day.
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Seattle Seafair Torchlight Parade

The Seattle Seafair celebration began in 1950 as a prelude to the 1951 Seattle Centenial in 1951. It has evolved 
into a week long festival in early August. Last year the Navy could not participate due to federal budget se-
questration. This year the Navy is back with the Blue Angels, Navy Fleet Week and Marine Week.  The festiv-
ities are kicked off with a Torchlight parade. Several military units participated including the Northwest Navy 
Band and the Marine Corps Band. This year our council had the honor of driving Rear Admiral and Mrs. Ruth, 
Commander Navy Region Northwest, in the parade. Dave Ellingson (Navy League Board member, and presi-
dent of the Corvette Club) drove for the parade.

Captain’s Log USS Bremerton
Aloha Bremerton Navy League,

For your Sailors on the Bad Fish, the summer has been extremely busy. We have continued to fight to finish 
our shipyard availability, and as of last Wednesday, July 23rd, after 174 days in Dry Dock 1 at Pearl Harbor 
Naval Shipyard, the boat is now happily floating in the water. Before we undocked, we took our traditional 
crew dry dock picture - enjoy! It took some monumental efforts on the part of the crew to get us out of the 
dock, and I was very proud to watch our team in action.

The crew and I are very happy to be waterborne - 
the world just seems better when you are floating! I 
wish that all of you could see the great work being 
done on the boat by the shipyard and your sailors. 
As we near the end  of the shipyard period, many 
of the spaces on the boat are getting new paint 
jobs, new decking, or just a general new shine. It 
is very exciting to watch it come together, and at 
the end of the maintenance avail, it will be obvious 
that the Bad Fish is an “American Classic.”

There are still some repairs that need to be com-
pleted before we can be finished with the shipyard, 
but I expect the next two months to be fairly high 
intensity as we get the ship and the crew ready to 

head back out to sea. I expect that we will be heading up north to visit Bremerton this fall. The crew and I look 
forward to visiting our namesake city and showing off the Bad Fish! - Wes Bringham
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July 12: Tour of USS Shoup (DDG-86)

Several Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council Navy Leaguers were treated to an exceptional tour of the USS 
Shoup on July 12.  The ship is named after General David Shoup, who received the Medal of Honor for ac-
tions at Tarawa during WWII.  The ship’s current CO is CDR Bryant Trost.

We were greeted by ENS Victoria Hudgins, who 
is the Ordinance Officer & ship’s PAO.  The tour 
began on the front deck, where the ship’s 5” gun 
and multiple missile launchers were explained. 
At each location, ENS Hudgins had arranged for 
very knowledgeable sailors to describe their areas 
of responsibility.  The sailors exhibited great pride 
and breadth of comprehension of the ship’s various 
functions.

The ship is 509 ft long and 9,180 tons, only slight-
ly smaller than a WWII Light Cruiser. However, 
this ship’s armamen and capability far exceeds the 
ships of WWII.  The Tomahawk missiles can travel 
over 1,000 miles and are very accurate.  If it lands 
even 3 ft off target, it is considered a miss.  Impressive!!

The fuel capacity is 540,000 gal and they can load it at a rate of 3,000 gal 
per minute through a 7 inch hose.  They refuel normally about once a week 
during deployment. The ship is protected from Chemical, Biological and 
Radiation threats by being internally pressurized as well as with an external 
wash down capability.

In the Engineering Dept, we learned that they can make many thousands 
of gallons of fresh water every day, and have enough food storage for 2-3 
weeks.  If required, the ship can be made ready to sail in 2 hours.

They carry 2 helos, have surface to air missiles, a Close In Weapons Syatem (CIWS) that can shoot 4,500 
rounds per minute, and 50 Cal machine guns. This is all in addition to the 5” gun forward, the 25 MM gun 
midships, and the torpedo launchers. It is extremely capable of defending the aircraft carrier to which it is 
assigned.

The wonderful people we met are justifiably proud of this powerful & magnificent warship. The CO can cer-
tainly be pleased with the high morale and professionalism his crew demonstrated.  We all came away with a 
deep admiration and appreciation for each of these fine sailors.
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Robert Cairns
• Tom Danaher   
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Heidi Hottinger 
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                            Alan Beam ,  Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

12 Aug - Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK 
Bangor
2 Sept - Navy League BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community 
Center
9 Sept - Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK 
Bangor
28 Sept -  90th Anniversary Celebration of the first flight around the world 
@ Sand Point, Seattle

  Tour Planing
      

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

In Memory
Arland Loften, 84, of Silverdale, lifetime member of Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of the U.S. Navy League, and president from 1987 to 
1988, died Tuesday 1 July 2014 at Harrison Medical Center.

Carolyn Dankers, 75 of Port Orchard, member of Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of the U.S. Navy League, and president from 2011 to 
2013, Northwest Coastal Area President and Nationa Director, died Wed 
30 July 2014 at Home.

For August we are planning a mutil-day tour in the mouth of the Co-
lumbia River

August 25  - Astoria Oregon USCG base,  Aides to Navigation      
Places to stay near Astoria OR http://www.travelastoria.com/stay/

Places to Stay Seaside OR    http://www.seasideor.com/

August 26 - Ilwaco WA USCG Heavy Weather School, Cape Disapointmet 
Lighthouse 

September - JBLM Army tour 

October - JBLM McChord field to tour the flight line, and a C17 transport 
plane

To sign up contact Byron Faber Email: byfaber@centurytel.net, Cell: 360-
434-1144
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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