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February 11 Luncheon Speaker 
Capt James Jones 

CO Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility, Pacific 

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
79505435837

 In 1998 TRF consolidated with Shore Intermediate Maintenance Activity (SIMA), at Everett 
and Bremerton, and became Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility (NAVIMFAC) Pacific 
Northwest. Today, the Bangor site operates refit piers, repair shops and a drydock located in the 
homeports of submarines, ships, and aircraft carriers in the Pacific Northwest. IMF has expertise 
in hull, mechanical, electrical, electronics, and weapons systems repair; continually responding 
to meet the fleet’s maintenance and repair needs with on-time, cost-effective and quality service.

Captain James H. Jones enlisted in Navy in 1978 and completed Naval Nuclear Power Training 
in 1980. While enlisted he completed two sea tours aboard USS CARL VINSON (CVN 70). He 
was commissioned in 1987. Captain Jones’ service as a commissioned officer included sea tours 
aboard USS THEODORE ROOSEVELT (CVN 71), USS GEORGE WASHINGTON (CVN 73), 
and two tours aboard USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER (CVN 69), the second tour as Chief 
Engineer. His most recent assignment was Deputy Commander, Norfolk Naval Shipyard and 
Commanding Officer of the Enlisted Element at NNSY.

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. Please 
call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is February 4
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.

The February Luncheon Speaker will be Captain James Jones, Com-
manding Officer Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility, Pacific 
Northwest. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident 
Ballroom, NBK, Bangor. Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening 
will be at 11:45 followed by lunch.

Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility, Pacific Northwest, first 
known as TRIDENT Refit Facility (TRF), Bangor, was established on 
July 31,1981 as the primary maintenance facility for the West Coast 
TRIDENT submarine fleet.

President’s Corner
For those who missed our installation luncheon, you missed a good one.  In 
addition to thanking Tim Katona and the 2013 Board for their tireless efforts 
last year; we installed the 2014 Officers and Board; recognized some outstand-
ing sailors from the USS Henry M. Jackson; and had a great presentation by 
Captain Michael Wettlaufer, CO of the USS John C. Stennis, on how things 
are going for the Stennis during her major overhaul at PSNS.

For those who tried to attend and could not get in the gate, I apologize.  Changing the venue 
from Bangor to Bremerton caused more problems than it should have.  Many lessons learned to 
implement if we use the Olympic Lodge venue again.  This month and for the foreseeable future, 
we will be at Bangor Plaza.

I hope you all took time to review the January issue of Seapower—the 2014 Almanac.  It has 
very good information on the mission, organization, leadership, and weapon systems of the sea 
services.  It is a great reference document that I keep on my desk year around.
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A short ride into history on Nautilus, the first nuclear submarine

When Electric Boat launched the world’s first nuclear-powered submarine into the Thames River on 
Jan. 21, 1954, Henry Nardone stepped on a cleat on the deck so he would be the only one with a bent 
knee standing on the hull. “I figured that picture would be shown around the world, and I wanted to 
be able to identify myself to my grandchildren,” the 91-year-old resident of Westerly said. It worked. 
Nardone, who was a young naval officer at the time, can be seen standing on the bow of the USS 
Nautilus in one of the famous pictures from that day.” I show everybody that picture and say, ‘That’s 
me,’  he said.

Tuesday is the 60th anniversary of the day when more than 15,000 people gathered at the Groton 
shipyard to watch first lady Mamie Eisenhower break a bottle of champagne across the hull to chris-
ten the Nautilus, and to see the submarine that was destined to revolutionize naval warfare touch the 
water for the first time.

In recent interviews, Nardone, who worked at the supervisor of shipbuilding office at EB, and mem-
bers of the Nautilus’ first crew vividly recalled the excitement and promise of that day. The men who 
served on Nautilus, who are now in their 80s and 90s, consider themselves lucky, both to have been 
selected over every other submariner who wanted that assignment, and to have arrived in Groton in 

time for the christening.

Retired Vice Adm. John Nicholson, 89, said the launching was the “most exciting thing we’d ever done” since they had all joined the first 
crew.  Then a lieutenant, Nicholson went on to serve as the executive officer on Nautilus.” I’m very proud to have had the part that I had in the 
Nautilus and I’m proud of what Nautilus accomplished and I always will be,” said Nicholson, of La Jolla, Calif.

Nineteen crew members rode the vessel into the Thames that day, including Clare “Bill” Billing, 85, then a yeoman, who now lives in Gales Ferry, 
and Leslie Dorris Kelly, 90, a lieutenant then who now lives in Nashville, Tenn. Only about a quarter of the 19 are alive today. The commanding 
officer, retired Vice Adm. Eugene P. Wilkinson, died last year at the age of 94. Before the ceremony, the crew was in the Idaho desert, learning how 
to operate a prototype nuclear reactor identical to the one on Nautilus. Some of the men who drove from Arco, Idaho, to Groton didn’t get there in 
time for the ceremony, said Tom Brames, a radioman on Nautilus. His car was damaged in an accident on his way to Idaho, so when it was time to 
come back, he and his wife, Marilyn, flew.

The weather that day was foggy, overcast and cold, recalled Brames, 82, of Vacaville, Calif., but the sun came out when the first lady smashed the 
bottle of champagne. “It was almost like it was ordained,” he said. “It was wonderful.” A junior officer on Nautilus, David Boyd, now 85, said he 
remembers the crowds, the excitement, and the knowledge that he was part of something historic. “I certainly had that feeling, and the feeling of 
camaraderie standing among my shipmates on the deck,” the Santa Barbara, Calif., resident said. “… I certainly felt honored to be part of a chosen 
few.”

The wives of the crew, who ran the households while their men worked long hours to get ready for the launching, intimately shared in the excite-
ment, said Boyd, who served 30 years in the Navy. And, he added, they had a better view of Mamie Eisenhower breaking the bottle than did the 
men on the deck of the ship.

EB carpenters had built a wooden cradle for Nautilus and had slathered it with thousands of pounds of grease so the submarine would slide into 
the river on cue. Once the supports and restraints were removed, Brames said, it felt as if someone had pulled the rug out from under his feet. He 
had expected that Nautilus would move slowly at first. Brames briefly lost his balance. He heard the crowd cheer and saw the flashbulbs of many 
cameras. “It is as clear in my mind today as it was then,” he recalled. “It’s one of those things that, if you’re a very fortunate person, that happens to 
you one time.”

The 3,400-ton submarine reached a speed of about 17 mph and splashed into the Thames, Nardone said. Tug boats came alongside to guide it back 
to the pier.  “It was pretty thrilling. The ship is a free body sliding down the building ways, and there is very little control that you can exercise over 
it,” he said. “… It was a matter of gravity.” If the Nautilus had gone too far across the river toward New London, weights could have been dropped 
to slow the ship, Nardone added. The last submarine christened in this dramatic fashion was the USS Columbia (SSN 771) in 1994. Today, subma-
rines remain in a dry dock that is flooded so they float.

The Nautilus (SSN 571) was commissioned eight months after the launch, on Sept. 30, 1954. On Jan. 17, 1955, Wilkinson sent the historic message, 
“Underway on nuclear power.” The submarine went on to shatter records for speed and distance while submerged, and became the first ship to cross 
the North Pole on Aug. 3, 1958. “It made every other ship in the Navy obsolete from the time it went to sea,” said Brames, who retired from the 
Navy in 1965. U.S. Rep. Joe Courtney,  D-2nd District, said Nautilus “ushered in 60 years of American dominance in the undersea domain.”

EB’s new president, Jeffrey S. Geiger, said in a statement released Friday, “The U.S. Navy revolutionized warfare with its development of the most 
powerful submarine force in the world. We’re proud of the role Electric Boat played in that process by building the Navy’s first commissioned 
submarine, and then christening the world’s first nuclear-powered ship, Nautilus, 60 years ago. Nuclear power provides submarines with unmatched 
endurance and speed, which in combination with a submarine’s inherent stealth makes them formidable warships.”

Nautilus was decommissioned in 1980 after more than 25 years in service and more than half a million miles traveled. The Submarine Force Li-
brary and Museum, with the Nautilus as its centerpiece, opened in Groton in 1986.

Nardone, who worked at EB for nearly four decades, said, “It has been an amazing 60 years for nuclear-powered submarines and the nuclear-pow-
ered Navy.” And like the other men who rode the Nautilus into the Thames, he said, “I’m pretty proud to have been a part of it.” 

                                                                                                                                                                    - Jennifer McDermott New London  The Day
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2014 Council Officer Installation

The 2014 Board of Directors for the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy 
League of the United States was sworn in at its January 14th Luncheon. Pictured (left to right) 
are: Bob Lamb, Helen Miller, Tom Danaher, Patricia Faber, Byron Faber, Keven Torcolini, 
Charlotte Erhardt, Neva Lamb (Vice President), George Rose (Judge Advocate), Cynthia Mar-
tin, Erin Sorensen (Vice President), Bob Cairns, David Ellingson (Treasurer), Tina Salter, Larry 
Salter (President), Carolyn Dankers, and Tim Katona (Immediate Past President). Not pictured 
are Alan Beam, Heidi Hottinger, Jack James, Ruth Bond (Secretary), and Joe Hulsey.

The Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League of the United 
States (NLUS) recently installed new 2014 officers and board members during a 
luncheon held at the Olympic Lodge on Naval Station Kitsap--Bremerton. The 
council’s elected officers for 2014 are Larry Salter, President, Erin Sorensen, 
Vice President for Outreach, Neva Lamb, Vice President for Internal Affairs, 
David Ellingson, Treasurer, Ruth Bond, Secretary, and George Rose, Judge 
Advocate.

For 2014, the Board of Directors will be comprised of Robert Cairns, Byron 
Faber, Patricia Faber, Cynthia Martin, Joe Hulsey, Charlotte Erhardt, Robert 
Lamb, Heidi Hottinger, Tina Salter, Carolyn Dankers, Helen Miller, Tom Dana-
her, Alan Beam, Jack James, Kevin Torcolini, and Tim Katona, immediate past 
president.

After installation, Salter praised Katona for his leadership in 2013 and pledged to 
continue moving the organization forward during challenging fiscal times for the 
sea services. In addition to recurring activities and key sponsorships, such as Me-
morial Day observances at the USS TURNER JOY in Bremerton, or the Armed 
Forces Day Gala, Salter challenged the Board to expand youth outreach pro-
grams, including new initiatives to enhance student interest in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering and Math (STEM). Also on the agenda for 2014 are continued 
preparations and planning for the commissioning of PCU WASHINGTON (SSN 
787), a VIRGINIA-Class submarine under construction at Virginia’s Newport 
News Shipbuilding and scheduled to be delivered to the Navy in February 2017.

Navy League Sponsors Buoy Tender Welcome Reception
Bremerton, Washington. The officers and crew of USCGC HICKORY (WLB 212) was 
greeted with a warm Western Washington welcome by the Navy League of the United 
States (NLUS) Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council at the Samuel Adams Brewhouse 
& Restaurant on Naval Base Kitsap - Bremerton. The 225-foot sea-going buoy tender 
recently visited the base for firefighting training and met with local military leaders and 
NLUS council members. One of the principal missions of the NLUS is to support the 
men and women of the sea services and their families.

The Council President, Larry Salter welcomed the officers and crew, led by Command-
ing Officer, LCDR Brian Krautler and Executive officer LT Jody Maisano. Salter also 
thanked other special guests for attending including CAPT Thomas Zwolfer, Command-
er, Naval Base Kitsap; CDR Thomas Sullivan, Commander, Maritime force Protection 
Unit Bangor; Peter Stiles, NLUS Regional President; and Carolyn Dankers, NLUS Area 
President.

Afterwards, Sullivan, whose Coast Guard command is embedded within local Navy 
bases, thanked the Navy League and highlighted the ship’s Captain. “Thanks for such a 
warm Naval Base Kitsap/Navy League welcome to my fellow Coastie brethren. LCDR Krautler is a great example of the quality of young officers 
that will run the Coast Guard of tomorrow.”

From its home port in Homer, Alaska, the crew of 40 enlisted and seven officers navigated through challenging 10 to 20 foot seas to the Puget 
Sound on January 26th for the important five-day training event at the Kitsap Readiness Response Center (KRRC). HICKORY is a multi-mission 
cutter supporting aids to navigation, search and rescue, maritime law enforcement, marine environmental protection, and homeland security mis-
sions. The cutter’s primary mission is aids to navigation around the Kenai Peninsula in Alaska, and has earned the nickname “The Kenai Keeper.”

The KRRC provides firefighting, damage control and hazardous material handling training to the military, the Washington State Ferry System, 
private industry and the public. Its state-of-the-art facility includes classroom spaces, a live-fire and flooding training building, seven outdoor fire-
fighting props, and an outdoor damage control prop. The combination live-fire and flooding training building can burn and flood simultaneously and 
is the only known training facility of its kind.

A True Joint Effort; USMC War Memorial Flag presentation to the MCSFB by Bremerton Navy League
Our modern military is truly a “joint effort”.  The term “Band of Brothers” crosses service lines and warfare 
specialties on a lot of levels.  Background information: during a deployment to Qatar in 2002 to support 
Special Operation Command Central Froward; Colonel Neil Dennington (Chaplain Corps, US Army) and 
Commander Jack James (US Navy SEAL) shared a tent with other officers, and developed a great working 
relationship during and after the deployment.  Both men kept in contact even after they both retired from active 
duty.

In early December 2013, Colonel (Ret) Dennington contacted CDR (Ret) James with a hallmark opportunity to 
pass a retired flag from the Marine Corps War Memorial (Iwo Jima Memorial) to an active duty Marine Corps 
command.  James’s first response was the Marine Corps Security Force Battalion at Bangor WA.

James contacted the Battalion Senior Enlisted person - Sergeant Major Steven Burkett, who was very receptive to accepting the flag.  On Wednes-
day, 18 December 2013,  the flag was presented to the MCSFB Commanding Officer Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Keane.
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The State of the Navy
The Navy must balance its strategic mission for the post-war era with budget realities.

This year, the Navy will attempt to salvage its long-term fleet 
strategy and future force from fiscal realities facing all of the 
armed services right now. Recall that the Navy’s 30-year ship-
building plan anticipates the service topping out at 300 warships 
over the next five years, compared to previous shipbuilding plans 
that called for a minimum fleet of 313 ships. To get there, Navy 
leaders plan to spend an average of $15.1 billion per year over the 
next five years to float 66 submarines, 11 aircraft carriers and 32 
amphibious landing ships.

That submarine force will be a mix of ballistic and cruise missile 
subs, including the new nuclear-powered Virginia-class boat and 
the Ohio-class replacement submarine, dubbed the SSBN-X. 
Alongside those vessels will be 145 large and small multi-mis-
sion warships, including the Navy’s newest and most advanced 
warship, the littoral combat ship, or LCS. The Navy claims its 
projected fleet is necessary as the United States shifts away from 
the land wars in Iraq and Afghanistan that have dominated the 
Pentagon’s focus over the past decade and toward the vast open 
seas and skies in the Pacific and elsewhere.“We will maintain a 

credible and modern sea-based strategic deterrent … [and] maximize foreign presence to the extent we can using ready deployed forces,” Chief of 
Naval Operations Adm. Jonathan Greenert told Congress in November.

Maintaining that credible deterrent is a top priority in Asia, U.S. Pacific Command chief Adm. Samuel Locklear said Thursday at the Pentagon. The 
Asia-Pacific region is increasingly becoming “the most militarized region in the world,” he said. Along with China’s ongoing military buildup, other 
regional powers such as Japan, Australia and Singapore are amassing formidable arsenals of advanced weaponry.

U.S. concerns over that buildup are not only limited to the quantity of weapons being stockpiled by allies and potential adversaries in the Pacific, 
but the types of weapons those countries are buying.“They are buying weapons, 21st century weapons,” Locklear said, that could at some point in 
the future challenge American military dominance in the region. Still, he said, the ongoing buildup “is not something to be afraid of, but something 
to be pragmatic about.”

Locklear wants to ensure that U.S. forces in the region “maintain the type of [military] edge” that can keep rising regional players in check. For the 
Navy, specifically, that means delivering on the service’s future shipbuilding plan.

Navy leaders plan to spend an average of $15.1 billion per year over the next five years to float 66 submarines, 11 aircraft carriers and 32 amphibi-
ous landing ships.

Privately, it’s not hard to find admirals who believe a vastly larger and more expensive naval fleet is necessary to truly support President Barack 
Obama’s global security wishes. But throughout 2013 and into 2014, the Navy has charted several different courses for alternative budget plans – 
for a smaller, not bigger, service – to meet across-the-board spending cuts imposed by sequestration.

The Navy’s fiscal 2015 budget request expected this February will be the first time Navy leaders fully account for the sequestration. Those reduc-
tions will cut military spending by an estimated $52 billion in 2014 and a total of $500 billion over the next decade. But the fight to keep the future 
fleet intact could run into serious interference this year on Capitol Hill. Members of Congress are angry at Navy planners who now expect to spend 
far more than what they originally asked Congress to provide for the scaled-back fleet.

Rep. Randy Forbes, R-Va., a House Armed Services Committee member and longtime Navy ally from coastal Virginia, called the Navy’s plan 
unachievable under sequestration. “We cannot run the U.S. Navy on fantasy [numbers],” Forbes told Navy leaders last August. Other key, pro-Navy 
lawmakers, including Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., have expressed similar doubts.

But the trends are not in Forbes’ favor. Small leaks are already beginning to emerge within the Navy’s shipbuilding strategy as Pentagon and service 
leaders put the final touches on their fiscal 2015 spending request. In early January, the Office of Management and Budget ordered Navy leaders 
to slash the proposed LCS buy from 52 ships down to 32 in its proposal. While the Navy had proposed a 24-ship cut to the LCS program back in 
September, service leaders vehemently pushed back against the ship reduction request from the White House.

“We have a valid requirement for 52 ships, and the program is performing strongly,” Navy acquisition chief Sean Stackley told reporters this month. 
“So the Navy’s position on the LCS program is that it is solid.”

For the rest of the Navy, given a smaller fleet and force but an expanding mission – at least in the Pacific – the biggest challenge may be explaining 
and convincing to Congress and the American public exactly what the service needs and what it will have to live without. 

                     By Carlo Muñoz Defense One
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San Diego Tour January 6-7, 2014
On January 6 and 7, 2014 a fortunate nine Navy League members and guests were treated to another great 
tour arranged by Byron Faber…this time in San Diego, CA to get away from the gray and chilly weather in 
the Pacific Northwest.  Although some of us did things in the area on our own before and after, the first of 
four “official” events was a two hour San Diego harbor tour on Monday January 6.  The tour departed from 
the heart of the waterfront and headed out toward Point Loma and then back.  Along the way we viewed and 
heard about various shoreline features, including the submarine base and the air station on North Island.  For 
the second hour we went the other way in the harbor under the high bridge to Coronado and got a close look at 
the many of the ships from the Pacific Fleet tied up at Naval Base San Diego piers.  The tour was well narrat-
ed and we were able to know about each ship we viewed.  The two hours passed quickly. 

Following the cruise our group joined for lunch at the Fish House.  With a view of the carriers Reagan and Vinson 
in the background, good company and great food, what more could we want?  Well…Byron came up with some-
thing unexpected…a specially arranged tour later that afternoon at the Naval Special Warfare Training Center in 
Coronado, CA where Navy SEALs receive some of their BUD/S (Basic Underwater Demolition/SEAL) training.  
Although there is a 3 week preparation/conditioning course prior to the start of BUD/S full training starts with 
Phase 1, lasting about 8 weeks.  It is during this time that the infamous Hell Week takes place.  Those who survive 
Hell Week and have not dropped out (there is an up to 75% drop out rate) can wear a brown T shirt in lieu of the 
white one worn earlier.  Additional phases of training take place in other locations over a long period of time.  
Finally the coveted Trident badge worn by Navy SEALs is awarded and the graduates become part of the force of 
about 1300 in the Navy.  A 5 year commitment to the SEALs is required.  SEAL teams are located at Coronado on 
the West coast and in Virginia Beach on the East coast.   It was a special privilege to walk on the same sand and 
around the obstacle course and see the facilities where BUD/S is conducted.  An impressive and sobering display 
of pictures and circumstances of all Navy SEALs who gave their life in the line of duty was in the conference 
room where we viewed a video of the training process.  Thank you NSWTC and thank you Navy SEALs .  More 
information can be seen on various web sites which cover Navy SEALs.  This concluded a very full first day…
including a beautiful sunset over the Pacific Ocean.

The next day, January 7, we assembled in a large van that Byron rented so that we could go aboard Naval Base 
San Diego for a tour of USS William P. Lawrence (DDG 110), a guided missile destroyer of the Arleigh Burke 
class.  The Lawrence is one of the newest ships of the class, having been commissioned 4 June 2011, and more 
are still being built.  We were welcomed aboard by commanding officer CDR C.S. Langhofer and others of his 
command crew.  Lawrence is from the Flight IIA design and as such has two helicopter hangers on deck that 
can embark two SH-60 LAMPS helicopters.  We toured many areas of the ship and experienced the collective 
protection system whereby positive interior air pressure is maintained along with 100% filtration of intake air.  
This is to protect against NBC warfare and is accomplished by the use of double air locked hatches.  The ship 
can carry a wide variety of munitions and armaments and has the latest state of the art radar and fire control 

systems.  Lawrence can simultaneously engage in undersea, surface, air and land warfare operations as required by the mission.  Pretty impressive.  
Thank you to USS William P. Lawrence.  For those interested in more information about the Lawrence a visit should be made to www.lawrence.
navy.mil.

Lunch this day was at Anchors, a restaurant on base, but accessible to the public.  More 
good food and good company.  From there we got back in the van, and were joined by 
CAPT Curt Jones, commanding officer of Naval Base San Diego, who accompanied us 
for a driving tour of the base.  It was interesting to see some of the same things from 
land that we had seen from the water the day before.   CAPT Jones explained that the 
base, virtually a 3,000 acre city unto itself, supports 4000 sailors from the more than 
60 ships home ported there.  35,000 people work there and provide housing, medical, 
recreation, shopping and other services as well as ship repair and maintenance.  Part of 
the base, but at separate locations are Balboa Naval Hospital and regional headquarters 
facilities across from the downtown waterfront.    Depending on criteria used Naval Base 
San Diego is considered the 1st or 2nd largest base in the world.   Upon completion we 
returned to our cars, said thanks and goodbye to CAPT Jones.  More information can be found at www.cnic.navy.mil/SanDiego. 

Thus ended the second day of  a super tour experience.  It needs to be noted that we need to be as certain as possible that we will actually join a tour 
when we sign up.  Byron does a lot of work to put tours together and due to time frame requirements and well as space limitations there are times 
when people are turned away.  In the case of San Diego almost half the people who signed up dropped out but it was then too late for those who 
still wanted to go…so there were empty seats in the van.  Byron’s hard work was sure appreciated by those of us who were able to attend…a hearty 
THANKS Byron.  What are you planning for next January? - Norman Marten
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USS William P. Lawrence writeup of the Bremerton Olympic Council Navy League, San Diego Tour
USS William P. Lawrence, Destroyer 110, christened April 17th, 2010 and commissioned June 4th, 2011.  VADM William P. Lawrence is the 
namesake given to this outstanding ship, but when someone researches VADM Lawrence, they find out that he was a father, a husband and a Naval 
Officer.  A person will maybe learn a few more details about VADM Lawrence from Wikipedia or Google, but they will never truly know who 
VADM Lawrence was unless they toured the great United States Ship William P. Lawrence.

 Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the US Navy League discovered exactly who VADM Lawrence was on January 7th, 2014.  The 
excited group of 9 learned that the crew of USS William P. Lawrence maintains the identity and pride of VADM Lawrence and to always remember 

the family that kept “true faith and allegiance to the same.”  The tour began when FC1 (SW) Vir-
ginia Hansen and LTJG Danielle Morrison introduced the Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats (RHIBs) and 
their namesakes after VADM Lawrence’s daughters, Laurie M., profound professor and physician 
at Vanderbilt University, and Wendy B., retired Captain and Astronaut of the US Navy.  

 The Navy League also identified with VADM Lawrence as FC1 (SW) Hansen led the group 
throughout various spaces inside the skin of ship while pointing out multiple pictures of VADM 
Lawrence’s wife Mrs. Diane Lawrence and many family photos.  The group was led from the Aft 
Missile Deck where FC1 Hansen discussed the many capabilities of the ship’s Closed-in-Weapon 
System (CIWS), to the Flight Deck, onto Central Control Station (CCS), where the group gasped 
after learning that the ship sits on the equivalent of a Boeing 747 and 737 engine that creates elec-
tricity and gives the ship propulsion.  

 From CCS, the Navy League Council was led to the Mess Decks where they marveled at the 
ship’s sacred Prisoner of War/Missing in Action Table (POW/MIA), understanding the importance 

of keeping “true faith and allegiance to the same,” as they discovered that VADM Lawrence was 
a Prisoner of War.  The tour also learned the ship’s motto of “Never Give In,” and appreciated the 
pride that the USS William P. Lawrence crew has in our namesake and his family.

 LTJG Morrison and FC1 (SW) Hansen then split up the group to discuss the various 
warfare and fighting capabilities of Combat Information Center (CIC) where the group became 
immediately curious and asked many questions.  After those questions were answered, the group was 
led by LTJG Morrison to the Pilot House where she spoke of the qualifications as an Officer and the 
training that is undergone to be trusted by the Captain of the ship to become an Officer of the Deck.  
The group was then led to VADM Lawrence’s Heritage Hall where they read about his many accom-
plishments as a Naval Officer, a Prisoner of War and even astonished to discover the poem that he 
wrote as a POW was adopted as Tennessee’s State Poem.  

 The Navy League enjoyed a brief stop to shop at the ship’s store to buy souvenirs of their magnificent trip.  After the store, the tour was 
escorted to the forecastle where they learned about our 5 inch, Vertical Launch System (VLS) and the anchor.  At the conclusion of the tour, CDR 
Chanden Langhofer, Commanding Officer of USS William P. Lawrence, and CDR Walter Mainor, Executive Officer, presented the Navy League 
Council a group photo that was taken at the beginning of the tour along with a photo of a Standard Missile-2 (SM-2) launching from the VLS.   
                                                                                                                                                                                                                 “Never Give In!”
Navy League Councils Collaborate To Recognize Local Sailors
Bremerton, Washington. Two local Navy League of the United States (NLUS) Councils came together recently to recognize USS HENRY M 
JACKSON (BLUE)’s top sailors for 2013 during a luncheon held at the Olympic Lodge on Naval Station Kitsap--Bremerton. The Bremer-
ton-Olympic Peninsula and Everett Councils jointly adopted the Bangor-based TRIDENT Ballistic Missile Submarine and serve as a bridge 
between the ship’s Blue and Gold Crews and the local communities. One of the missions of the NLUS is to support the men and women of the sea 
services and their families.

At the packed luncheon, each awardee was presented a soaring eagle statuette engraved with their name following individual introduction by the 
crew’s Commanding Officer, CDR Jon Moretty, and Chief of the Boat, ITSCS(SS) Scott Payfer. Moretty and Payfer further detailed each sailor’s 
achievements that led to their selection as key shipboard leaders in 2013. NLUS Everett Council members Niles Fowler and Jim Sketchley were on 
hand to present the awards, as well as Larry Salter, President of the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council.

Awardees included Sailor of the Year (SOY) MM1(SS) Corey Watson, Blue Jacket of the Year (BJOY) FT3(SS) Sean Bryant, and Junior Officer of 
the Year (JOOY) LT Nathaniel Doane. Bryant’s wife, Rebecca, and Doane’s wife, Eileen, were also present for the event. Junior Sailor of the Year 
(JSOY) MM2(SS) William Donnell was unable to attend, but was still recognized in his absence.
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Robert Cairns
• Tom Danaher 
• Carolyn Dankers  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Heidi Hottinger 
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter 
of the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council 
of the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers

Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

4 Feb    Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
11 Feb  Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
4 Mar    Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
11 Mar  Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
1 Apr   Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
8 Apr  Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
10 Apr NL Tour of Madigan Army Medical Center @ 9:30
11-12 Apr Navy league NW Regional Conference @ Tacoma Elks
12 Apr Officer Submarine Birthday Ball @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
19 Apr Enlisted Submarine Birthday Ball @ Seattle Sheraton

Share Past Issues of Seapower
Please bring past issues of the Sea Power magazine to our lunches so that they can be 
shared with others.  These magazines that are part of your membership benefits, have 
so much great information that can be shared with others.

Thanks to Norm Marten and Doug Garner for bringing some of their magazines to 
share.  We have many requests for these magazines from our friends who are active 
duty or in rest homes, so if you don’t want to collect them, pass them on.

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Regional Conference in April
Mark your calendar now  and plan to attend the  Navy League Regional Conference.
This is for all members and is a great opportunity to meet with Navy League mem-
bers from Oregon and Washington. More details in future newsletters

Dates:       April 11 and 12, 2014

Place:       Tacoma, WA Elk’s Lodge

Tour Planning: We are in the process of planning the Tour schedule for 2014. A 
potential tour schedule is provided below.We are also working a tour of USS John C 
Stennis. 

March 24 11:30 AM Safe Boats manufacturing Port of Bremerton, Lunch 
at the Bremerton Airport follow on tour in Tacoma (Large Craft Facility) 
possible
April  10 09:30 AM  Madigan Army Hospital
May - Trident Training Facility & a sub at Bangor
June -Everett Navy Base & ship tour
July - Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor. 
August - Astoria Oregon CG base, lighthouses Maritime Museum, Bar Pilot 
offices, about 3 day’s worth of fun.
September - Ft Lewis to see what the Army does & see their facilities
October - McChord to tour the flight line, and a C17 transport plane

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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