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February’s Luncheon Speaker is Bremerton Mayor Patty Lent. Mayor 
Lent is a 20 year, Life Member of our Council.

The City of Bremerton, home to the Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Mainte-
nance Facility, was founded in 1891 by Ger-
man immigrant William Bremer. The history 
of Bremerton and that of the navy base have 
always been inextricably entwined.

Mayor Patty Lent was elected November 2013 
to her second term of office. Her political ca-
reer began in 2003 as a Kitsap County Com-
missioner. She holds leadership positions on 
many boards including Kitsap Transit, Kitsap 
Mental Health Services, American Red Cross 
Advisory Board, Bremerton Central Lions 

Club, Kitsap Community Foundation, and is a life member of the United 
States Navy League, Eagles and VFW Women’s Auxiliary.

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed 
by lunch. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, 
NBK, Bangor.

During the period Feb 2-Feb 13 Naval Base Kitsap will be conduct-
ing its Annual  Base Security Exercise Solid Curtain/Citadel Shield.  
During the exercise, people accessing NBK installations should plan 
accordingly for posible delays at the gates. 

Registration!

Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch 
registration. Please call at your earliest convenience.

Cut off for reservations is February 3

Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.

Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate access 
sheet.

If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of 
birth and city of birth.
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Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

NEW MEMBERS
Nancy Danaher

Ronald Kirkland

Congratulations to our 2015 
Officers 
President: Tim Katona

Vice President: Kevin Torcolini

Vice President:  Bob Lamb

Secretary: Ruth Bond

Treasurer: Dave Ellingson

JAG: George Rose

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
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President’s Corner
It is great to be back as the President of our Council. I wanted to take just a few mo-
ments to congratulate Larry on his successful second term and his outstanding leader-
ship of our council and the focus on our core values. He especially strengthened our 
Youth programs and concentrated on revitalizing our membership. He made sure we 
were focusing on the Active Duty Military and allowing them to really understand 
that our community loves having them here and want to continue to support all that 
they do to server the country.   Through events like the Gala and individual award 
presentations to over 50 active duty sea service personnel we were able to really in-
terface the community and those service members.

As we look forward to the future we will continue to strengthen our council and thus strengthen the support we 
are providing the sea services. We are continuing to review our goals and build solid committees to carry out 
our mission. We are continuing to add active members and we want to be able to communicate to them ways 
that they can be involved. We want to continue to attract those individuals and business with a passion to carry 
our mission of a dedicated civilian organization informing the American people and their government that the 
United States of America’s National Defense and Economic wellbeing is dependent on a strong sea service that 
is so well represented here in the Puget Sound. I am so looking forward to working with all of you and want to 
thank you for all that you do for the Navy League.

Mar 14: Silver & Gold Charity Auction
Dolphin AuctionEach spring, the members of Submarine Officers’ Spouses’ Association (SOSA) join with the 
Khaki community, submarine wardrooms and submarine support organizations to raise money for local Kitsap 
charities and the Dolphin Scholarship Foundation (DSF). The 2015 Silver & Gold Charity Auction is sched-
uled for March 14, 2015 at the Plaza Ballroom on Naval Base Kitsap – Bangor in Silverdale, Washington. 
Doors Open at 5:00 PM

Ticket cost – $30 per person. presale – $35 day of event. Reservation Form Group Reservations are recom-
mended, so that everyone can sit together. The Navy League is interested in having a table at this event. If 
you are interested in attending please contact Bob Lamb NLT 24 Feb, Phone: 360-769-9108, email: rhlamb@
wavecable.com

                    Important Dates

Feb 27, 2015 Contributions Due

Feb 27, 2015 Reservations Due Cost $30/person

Mar 14, 2015 Silver & Gold Charity Auction $35/person at the door

Theme – Camping: Raising S’More for Charity  

Dressing for the theme is encouraged, but certainly not required.

All proceeds from the Auction will benefit local Kitsap County charities and the Dolphin Scholarship Foun-
dation (DSF), which awards scholarships to sons and daughters of members of the submarine force needing 
financial assistance for college. SOSA, in conjunction with the Chief Petty Officers’ Wives is honored to host 
the 2015 Silver & Gold Charity Auction. In order for us to continue our tradition of hosting this charity event, 
we hope businesses and organizations like yours will continue to come forward and show their support through 
generous donations.

The Silver & Gold Charity Auction is seeking donations of auction items such as merchandise, services, or gift 
certificates. Monetary contributions are equally appreciated. All donors will be listed in the Auction program. 
Visit our website at www.sosawa.org or feel free to contact us via email at SilverAndGoldAuction@gmail.
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Early Bremerton History
The city of Bremerton, home to the Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard & Intermediate Maintenance Facility, 
was founded in 1891 by German immigrant William 
Bremer. The history of Bremerton and that of the 
navy base have always been inextricably entwined, 
with the fortunes of the former highly dependent on 
the activities of the latter

The first official American survey of the waters 
around present-day Bremerton was conducted in 1841 
by Lieutenant Charles Wilkes (1798-1877) of the 
United States Exploring Expedition. It was Wilkes 

who named Point Turner, the peninsula where much of  Bremerton and the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard are 
now situated, and he was struck by the suitability of the area for naval use:

“There is not in the world nor could there be a harbour superior to Port Orchard -- Good anchorage, protected 
from every point with many little basins about the size of a Dry Dock but hard sandy bottom, into which a ship 
of the line may be hauled & left dry at low water. A pair of floodgates & a foundation would make a dry dock 
without any other expense or trouble”

Studies by two presidential commissions, one of which included Lt Ambrose Wyckoff, concluded that the 
southern shore of Point Turner had everything necessary for a naval base: sheltered but deep water close to 
shore; abundant supplies of timber; unlimited fresh water from the region’s many rivers; and huge fields of 
bituminous coal within just few miles of Seattle, itself easily accessible by water. The merits of the place over-
whelmed all objections by advocates for other sites, and Congress, allocated $10,000 for the purchase of land 
and an additional $200,000 to begin construction of a dry dock.

Within just a year or two of Wyckoff’s 1877 visit, rumors were circulating that there would be major federal 
land purchases made in the area for a naval base. Homesteading loggers who had struggled for years to eke out 
a living now hoped that their property was worth many times what it would have brought just months earlier. 
The rumors came true, but the hope of a windfall generally did not. Ambrose Wyckoff was sent to buy the 
land, but with strict instructions to pay no more than $50 an acre.

William Bremer (1863-1910) and Henry Paul Hensel (1871-1935), both of Seattle, reasoned that once the navy 
base was established it would need a town to support it, and that was where the real money would be made. 
Bremer had the plan and Hensel, a Seattle jeweler had the money. In February 1891, one month before Wy-
ckoff arrived on his land-buying mission, the two purchased the original homestead claim of settler Andrew 
Williams, agreeing to pay close to $200 an acre for nearly 170 acres of land. The property was logged-off 
waterfront bordering Sinclair Inlet, right at the heart of the proposed navy base.

When Wyckoff came calling, Bremer and Hensel sold him 81 acres of the Williams property for $50 an acre, 
but keeping property inland from the planned facility and on the point of the peninsula where Sinclair Inlet met 
Port Washington Narrows. On September 16, 1891, Wyckoff was appointed the first commandant of what was 
then called the Puget Sound Naval Station, and by June 1892 he had completed the purchase of a little more 
than 190 acres at the prescribed price of $50 per acre.

While Wyckoff was busying himself buying up land for the naval base, Bremer, set about building a town next 
door. In September 1891 the navy raised the American flag over its land, and three months later, on December 
10, Bremer filed a 25-acre plat for a new town named, somewhat immodestly, “Bremerton.” The navy base and 
the town thus came into the world together, and their fortunes have been linked, in good times and bad, ever 
since.



NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com          4

We Need Your Help with the WA State Science Fair
Again this year, in alignment with the national Navy League objective of supporting initiatives in Science, 
Engineering, Technology, and Math (STEM), your local Bremerton/Olympic League Council is sponsoring 
multiple awards at all grade levels at the WSSEF. We are also assembling an esteemed judging team to help 
with general judging and to identify the Navy League award recipients.

Quick Facts about the fair 
(go to www.wssef.org for more details):

March 27-28, 2015
Bremerton High School
Estimated 600 student and 100 teachers from across the state
Two Awards Ceremonies hosted by Mayor, Patty Lent
Concurrent science film festival
Feeds science fairs at the national and international levels

Navy League volunteer judges for the 2014 Washington State Science and Engineering Fair. Back Warren Giss 
(guest), Bob Satterthwaite, Helen Miller, Dave Ellingson, Lauren Lomax, Carolyn Dankers, Bob Lamb, and 
Lewis. Front Kevin Torcolini and Louis Mejia.

First, we are looking for volunteer judges. The fair is expecting about 600 student entries this year. Past 
experience has shown that if we’re going to give our own awards, we would need judges in each of the four 
grade categories, plus two just to concentrate on collecting input for our awards.

Being a judge is rewarding, it instills new hope in the future of science. One of our judges from 2014 recalled, 
“The experience exceeded all my expectations. I was amazed by the evident raw talent and the brilliant young 
minds, some as young as eight years of age whom we were privileged to interview, half a dozen of these stu-
dents with whom we interfaced will undoubtedly be the Wernher Von Braun’s or Stephen Hawking of tomor-
row. Thank you; America’s future somehow appears brighter after spending two days with some of the bright-
est and the best.”

Not to mention the complimentary food and drinks provided the judges both days. Or the free Navy League 
polo shirt you get to wear to the fair and with pride for years afterwards….

If you’re available and interested in being a judge for both days of the fair, as well as attending at least one pri-
or training session, you too can make a positive contribution! There are 17 different science areas from which 
you can choose, as well as specific grade brackets. Contact Kevin Torcolini at (360) 981-7673 (ktorcolini@
wavecable.com) for information about how to become part of the Navy League judging team and then register 
with the fair (http://wp.wssef.org/judge-volunteer/).

Second, we are also seeking your financial support. Your local Navy League Board has committed a large 
chunk of scholarship funds to the fair awards, but it will not be enough to cover all the costs of the sponsor-
ship at a level necessary to fully leverage the visibility and branding this venue will offer us. The fair offers an 
unprecedented opportunity for outreach to youth and educators across the state, especially for our Sea Cadet 
program. Community leaders like to “be seen” at this event, and substantial media coverage is anticipated. 
Hard-to-impress Board Member Tom Danaher had only one word to describe this fair–“Big!”

Please consider a special contribution to the Navy League to cover the costs of the sponsorship. There will 
be a fish bowl at the 10 February and 10 March luncheons if you can provide financial support to our STEM 
initiative. Or contact Kevin Torcolini at (360) 981-7673 (ktorcolini@wavecable.com) if you can’t make the 
luncheon or want to make a more substantial contribution by check and receive a receipt for tax records. Con-
tributions can also be mailed to: Bremerton Navy League PO Box 5719, Bremerton, WA 98312.
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USS Bremerton: Captain’s Log
Bremerton Ohana,

Hau’oli Makahiki Hou! This is the start of another great year for our Bremerton fami-
ly. I trust that all enjoyed the holiday stand down. It is a great time for us to enjoy with 
our families, and this particular break has been very well-deserved. Your Sailors have 
done so much to be proud of in the last month. Each of them has worked extremely 
hard, and we were finally able to complete all shipyard maintenance and have the ship 
ready for sea. In the last week before stand down, we completed our shipyard certifi-
cation, shifted berths from our long-time shipyard pier to the Sub Base, and conducted 
a two-day fast cruise that ended just before the holiday stand-down began. It took extraordinary efforts to get 
us out of the shipyard, and I am proud of every Bad Fish Sailor as we achieved this milestone.

Following the holiday stand down, we conducted a 
second fast cruise, three-days long this time, and then 
got underway for sea trials.  Sea trials went great.  It was 
great to see the crew take the ship through all of her pac-
es, and to see the ship’s great material condition follow-
ing our availability in Pearl Harbor Naval Shipyard.

 As I have said from the beginning of our availability, 
our shipyard period was an investment that bought two 
more deployments and three years of operations for the 
country.  During this availability, we conducted many 
of our periodic Unrestricted Operations (URO) mainte-
nance items and inspections.  UROs are conducted fairly 

infrequently (every five to ten years) and they ensure that the ships watertight integrity is sound.  Prior to 
our shipyard period, it had been several years since our last major maintenance availability, and many of our 
service systems were in need of some TLC.  Pearl Harbor Shipyard spent a lot of effort bringing many of these 
systems back up to full capabilities. Examples included major work on our air conditioning and refrigeration 
plants and mechanical and structural work on our “control surface” systems, including the rudder, stern planes, 
and fairwater planes.  We also took the opportunity while in the shipyard to put a bit of a shine on the Bad 
Fish.  With the shipyard’s help, we replaced the majority of the tile and decking throughout the ship, and we 
did major painting and preservation on the sail and topside areas.

As we begin our work to get ready for deployment, our first steps are to begin practicing our core mission ar-
eas, teaching ourselves again as a crew how to perform those missions.  During the shipyard period, we had a 
quarter of the crew change out, many with first tour Sailors.  This means that our focus will be on teaching the 
crew the basics, while slowly increasing the difficulty of the skills that we are trying to gain.  Our first steps in 
making ourselves ready will involve us leaving Hawaii and coming to the Pacific North West to conduct some 
of our required training events.   While we are up north, we will pay a visit to our namesake city in the early 
spring.  This should be a great time, and my crew is really looking forward to it.  I look forward to meeting 
with our great hosts and supporters in Bremerton.  I hope to see you all there.

Aloha and mahalo,

CDR Wes Bringham
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2015 Board of Directors

The 2015 Board of Directors for the Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League of the United 
States was sworn in at its January 13th Luncheon. Pictured (left to right) are: Alan Beam, Larry Salter (Imme-
diate Past President), Mike Spence, David Ellingson (Treasurer), Kevin Staub, Tim Katona (President), Steve 
Westover, Kevin Torcolini (First Vice President), Cynthia Martin, Byron Faber, Robert Lamb (Second Vice 
President), Helen Miller, Neva Lamb, and George Rose (Judge Advocate). Not pictured are: Tom Danaher, 
Patricia Faber, Ruth Bond (Secretary), Jack James, Larry Tellinghuisen, Kelly Emerson, and Joe Hulsey.

USS John C Stennis Completes its Shipyard Availability
The aircraft carrier had been stationed at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard (PSNS) and Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility in Bremerton for the past 16 months, where it received upgrades to its firefighting, navigation, weap-
ons and combat systems. Major evolutions during DPIA ranged from the removal and maintenance of Stennis’ 
rudder and propellers during dry dock to the implementation of the Consolidated Afloat Network Enterprise 
Services (CANES) system. 

Stennis will continue looking ahead as it tackles future developments in the upcoming months. These evolu-
tions include certifying the carrier’s flight deck so that 
it can support Carrier Air Wing 9 and other West Coast 
squadrons, as well as coordinated training with the John 
C. Stennis Carrier Strike Group in group sails off the 
West Coast. Before deployment, Stennis must also carry 
out an extended training period called “workups” and 
complete a thorough ship inspection and survey evalua-
tion.

Our Tour Director Byron Faber has arranged a tour 
of the Stennis on February 11. We will meet at Pen-
dergast Park at 12:30, and be bussed to the Ship. 

Aircraft Carrier tours are very popular and difficult to arrange, Contact Byron Email: byfaber@centu-
rytel.net, Cell:360-434-1144, at your earliest opportunity.
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona  
360.674.2628

Vice President                                      Kevin Torcolini 
Vice President                                              Bob Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
Immediate Past President                          Larry Salter 

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher   
• Kelly Emerson
• Byron Faber 
• Patricia Faber  
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James 
• Neva Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller 
• Mike Spence 
• Kevin Staub
• Larry Tellinghuisen 
• Steve Westover

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editors                                           Alan Beam ,  Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

2 Feb - 13 Feb Base Security Exercise Solid Curtain-Citadel Shield
3 Feb- NL  BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community Center
10 Feb-NL Luncheon @11:30 Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
11 Feb -  NL Tour of USS John C Stennis (CVN-74) @ 1-3 PM

3 Mar- NL BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community Center
3 Mar - Navy Reserve Centennial Anniversary
7 Mar - Navy Civil Engineer Ball @ 6:00PM Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
10 Mar-NL  Luncheon @11:30 Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
14 Mar - Dolphin Scholarship Acution Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
25 Mar - NL Tour Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific
27-28 Mar - Wash State Science and Engineering Fair @ Bremerton High 
School

7 Apr - NL BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community Center
10-11- April NL Northwest Regional Meeting Bellevue WA
14 Apr -NL Luncheon @11:30 Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
18 Apr-2015 Submarine Officers Birthday Ball

Tour Planning
 
Feb 11 - USS John C Stennis
March 25 - Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific
April - Trident Training Facility, possible submarine tour 
Early May - NUWC Keyport
Late June - Boeing VIP tour
Mid July - Naval Air Station Whidbey Island

Washington State Ferry Tours have been popular in the past, we are working 
on scheduling more this summer.  

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312

Non Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID
Silverdale, WA
Permit No.111

8      NOW HEAR THIS online:  http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/


