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The April Luncheon Speaker is Captain Stephen Williamson, Command-
ing Officer Puget Sound Naval Shipyard /Intermediate Maintenance 
Facility.

Today, PSNS is one of Washington’s largest 
industrial facilities. The shipyard, which covers 
344 acres of hard land and 338 acres of sub-
merged land, has six dry-docks, nine piers with 
12,300 lineal feet of deep-water pier space, four 
mooring sites, and 382 buildings with more 
than six million square feet of floor space.

Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility, Pa-
cific Northwest, first known as TRIDENT Refit 
Facility (TRF), Bangor, was established on July 
31,1981 as the primary maintenance facility 

for the West Coast TRIDENT submarine fleet. In 1998 TRF consolidat-
ed with Shore Intermediate Maintenance Activity (SIMA), at Everett 
and Bremerton, and became Naval Intermediate Maintenance Facility 
(NAVIMFAC) Pacific Northwest. 

Captain Williamson is a an Engineering Duty Officer and is a qualified 
Surface Warfare Officer. Captain Williamson had a previous tour at 
PSNS as the Strategic Planning Officer, Production Resource Officer 
and Operations Officer. Captain Williamson was awarded the Bremerton 
Chamber of Commerce Thunderbird Award last year for his community 
service efforts.

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 followed 
by lunch. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom, 
NBK, Bangor.

Registration!

Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch 
registration. Please call at your earliest convenience. Cut off for reserva-
tions is April 7. Members with out access; processing time takes weeks.
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate access 
sheet.
Provide your date of birth and city of birth.
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Checkout our Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

NEW MEMBERS
Elizabeth Bailey
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President’s Corner
Navy League Luncheon and Base Access

We are honored that the Kitsap Navy Base Commander has allowed us to have our 
Luncheons onboard the Navy Base. This enables many of our active duty guests to 
attend. Recent security changes will have an impact on how we get on base.

Our current practice requires a registration one week in advance of the meeting by 
calling Shannon at Evergreen Moving and Storage 360-674-2762. For those members 
with base access this is sufficient notice to tell the cooks how many people to plan 
for.

For members without base access we need to know much sooner (weeks) to allow for security to review and 
develop a base access list to be positioned at the gates. Please call Shannon as early as possible to allow for a 
smooth process.

If this process isn’t completed the only other option is to ride with someone who does have base access.

Access Information Required:

Name as it appears on the Drivers License, Date of Birth, City of Birth.

Navy League Northwest Regional Conference
The Navy League Northwest Regional Conference will be held on 11 April at the Bellevue Red Lion Hotel

Regional conferences are held annually to bring together council 
members from the Pacific Northwest to discuss, share, and discover 
successful ideas that are working in other councils. These opportunities 
to learn from each other are not restricted to council officers. All Navy 
Leaguers are encouraged to come, meet one another and learn about the 
successes of the Navy League.

Northwest Regional Conference Agenda

Saturday will start at 8:00 AM with Continental Breakfast. The Kick 
Off session will feature our National President Jim Offutt, speaking on 
the importance of the Local Councils to our Navy League and the Pres-
ident Elect Skip Witunski discussion of future directions.

The topic of the Second General Session will be on Sea Cadets, and Youth Activities (NROTC, JNROTC, 
STEM, etc.). Information on each topic will be presented, followed by a group discussion.

The Third General session will deal with Internal and External Communications.There will be a formal presen-
tation on Community Presentations followed by a group discussion on Newsletters, Websites, Social Media, 
News Releases, and Event Announcements. Please bring copies of your newsletters to share.

The Fourth Session will be on Council Best Practices. Each council will be given an opportunity to present two 
practices that they are most proud of. There will also be a Sea Cadet Break Out Session to allow the various 
squadrons to get together. A final closing session for evaluation will wrap up and adjourn by 4 PM.

Registration: The Conference Registration fee of $60/Person is due by Monday, April 6th.

Hotel Registration:

Hotel rates from April 10-12, 2015 set at $119 per night plus tax. Guests can call in the hotel directly at (425) 
455-5240 – or 800-733-5466 and ask for the Lake Washington Navy League rate.
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Navy League Supports MCSFB Bangor Baby Shower
The Marine Corps Security Force Battalion at Bangor, WA commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Stephen Keane, 
is a Bremerton Navy League Adopted Unit. Six of our Board members were delighted and honoured to volun-
teer to assist LtCol Keane’s wife, Vanessa, with the Battalion’s Baby Shower held in February.

Baby BlanketsMCSFBn’s Family Readiness Team hosts an annual baby show-
er, for new and expecting mothers. We have all had fun either purchasing items 
or making them, these young Marines and Sailors are some of the brightest and 
the best and America’s future.

This Battalion along with a similar unit in Kings Bay, GA, are unique Marine 
Corps Units made up of both Sailors and Marines. They guard America’s most 
valuable military assets. The young Marines and Sailors in Colonel Keane’s 
Command, have a tough, demanding job, day in and day out they patrol, pro-
tect and serve in all kinds of weather.

We have collected such items as gently used car seats, strollers, a crib and crib linens, receiving blankets, teddy 
bears, baby food, formula, baby clothing plus diapers. We are grateful to the local businesses who were gener-
ous in their pricing of items when they became aware of the baby shower including: Bella Luna Consignment 
Boutique in West Bremerton, GoodWill and Grocery Outlet in Silverdale.

We know our efforts were well-received by the wonderful volunteers of the MCSFBn Family Readiness Team 
and we look forward to their future events.

Navy League Supports the Washington State Science Fair
Again this year, in alignment with the national Navy League objective of supporting initiatives in Science, 
Engineering, Technology, and Math (STEM), your local Bremerton/Olympic League Council is sponsoring 
multiple awards at all grade levels at the WSSEF. We are also assembling an esteemed judging team to help 
with general judging and to identify the Navy League award recipients.

Quick Facts about the fair (go to www.wssef.org for more 
details):

March 27-28, 2015

Bremerton High School

Estimated 600 student entries and 100 teacher in attendance 
from across the state

Two Awards Ceremonies hosted by Bremerton Mayor, Patty 
Lent

Concurrent science film festival

Feeds science fairs at the national and international levels

We are seeking your financial support. Your local Navy League Board has committed a large chunk of 
scholarship funds to the fair awards, but it will not be enough to cover all the costs of the sponsorship at a level 
necessary to fully leverage the visibility and branding this venue will offer us. Contact Kevin Torcolini at (360) 
981-7637 (ktorcolini@wavecable.com) for information.
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USS Bremerton Visits Bremerton
From Feb 25 to March 3, the city of Bremerton & the Bremer-
ton-Olympic Peninsula Council of Navy League had the honor 
of hosting their adopted submarine, the USS Bremerton, during 
it’s port visit here. It was a great honor to participate in the events 
with “our” boat. Several crewmen had relatives that came from 
around the country to spend time with their sailors during the time 
in Bremerton.

One person from the 
City Council and one Navy Leaguer had the privilege of going 
out to meet the boat just beyond Bainbridge Island’s southern 
point and ride it in to the dock. This was a very exciting honor to 
have.

After the boat 
docked & 
things were 
settled, there 
was a recep-

tion at the Sam Adams pub for the crew, hosted by Navy 
League. Most of the crew were able to attend if they didn’t 

have duties aboard.

Thursday morning included 
an interview of the skipper 
by the Kitsap Sun and nice articles followed during the next few days. Thurs-
day was also the day for the former skippers to be hosted for lunch in the 
wardroom. There are 4 former COs in this area. Thursday night some of the 
wardroom had a dinner at Byron’s house, with help from some of the Navy 
League members. It was certainly a fun gathering!

Friday was a day for tours of the boat from morning to mid day, to include the Silverdale Navy Recruiter group 
and then the Navy League, followed by a reception at RDML Kriete’s house and then a Khaki event with the 
host boat, the USS Nebraska. 

Saturday found about 20 of the Bremerton’s sailors working at 
Hal Fischler Park at the north end of the Warren Ave bridge. The 
Park is named for one of the founding members of the Bremerton 
Navy League.  They cleared out over a ton of overgrowth and 
cleaned up the area where the huge anchor & anti aircraft guns 
from the original USS Bremerton Cruiser from WWII are locat-
ed. There is a new plaque mounted on the anchor, showing both 

the cruiser & submarine 
named for our city.

Monday evening there was a reception at the conference room of the 
Norm Dicks center, hosted by the Mayor. During the event, one of the 
sailors was presented with his hard earned Dolphins during a very im-
pressive ceremony. Four of the Bremerton’s sailors were also presented 
plaques from the Navy League for their exemplary service during the 
previous year.
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USS Bremerton Tour
On a chilly, gray and slightly rainy February 27, 2015 nine-
teen fortunate Navy Leaguers were given a warm Hawaii 
type welcome to USS Bremerton SSN 698, a Los Angeles 
class fast attack submarine home ported at Pearl Harbor, HI. 
Bremerton was visiting its namesake city as part of a shake-
down cruise following yard work in Pearl Harbor. Sadly this 
will be the last visit followed by a departure since Bremerton 
is slated to be retired and decommissioned in or about 2017 
and will return to Bremerton one final time for that purpose 
at PSNS.

Our first location to visit aboard was the control room where 
the control party steers the submarine. There are two peri-
scopes, one with infra red capability, the other with an inte-

gral camera. We also saw and heard about the operation of fire control, navigation and SONAR. When under-
way this is a very busy and crowded place.

We moved along to the torpedo room where up to 22 MK 48 ADCAP torpedoes can be stored for eventual 
launch from 4 torpedo tubes. Tomahawk missiles were once carried for horizontal launch but Bremerton was 
decertified for that purpose because necessary technological updates were not implemented due to the short 
time before decommissioning. There were a number of bunks placed on the empty torpedo racks so as to pro-
vide a bunk for every crew member and avoid “hot bunking”.

In another area we were shown the equipment that generates oxygen, 
scrubs CO2 out of the air, makes water, etc. Also the “old fashioned” 
diesel engine which can be used for non-propulsion emergency power.

At the mess deck/galley we saw where the crew eats in several fast 
shifts and also had the opportunity to purchase “BAD FISH” ball 
caps, mugs, jackets, coins and other items, the sale of which benefit’s 
the MWR fund. In the wardroom we were shown the Richard O’Kane 
cribbage board that is traditionally passed to and held by the oldest 
submarine in the fleet. Bremerton has that honor and will pass it to 
another submarine in a few years.

Commanding Officer CMDR W.P. Bringham bade us farewell and so 
concluded our great tour. Thanks, to everyone aboard USS Bremerton, 
and also to Byron Faber for setting up this special tour. Norm Marten

USS Bremerton Departure Photos
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USS John C Stennis Tour
On February 11, 2015 USS John C. Stennis CVN 74  hosted 34 
Navy Leaguers and their guests for a tour of this magnificent 
ship.  Stennis is a Nimitz class nuclear powered carrier and was 
commissioned in 1995.  Coincidentally the class carrier, USS 
Nimitz CVN 68 was several piers away in the adjacent Puget 
Sound Naval Shipyard beginning a long overhaul procedure.  
Stennis, on the other hand, recently completed a long overhaul 
and drydocking and has been to sea several times for trials and 
recertifications.  During our visit the crew was virtually every-
where doing necessary maintenance and drills required to get 
ready for the next sailing.  

On the forecastle the operations of anchoring and mooring were interestingly explained to us, and that 25-30 
personnel are assigned when doing this work.  There are many very specific steps taken when dropping anchor 
or mooring and they need to be executed precisely and safely to avoid damage or injury.  When navigating 
through Rich Passage or similar areas a detail is prepared to drop anchor on a moment’s notice if there is ever 
a propulsion problem with the ship to avoid going aground.  Fortunately this has never happened.  The power 
of an anchor windlass can be imagined when it is realized that each link in the chain weighs 365 pounds.

From the forecastle we climbed up to the 4 ½ acre flight deck where the 70 or so air wing aircraft land, are 
launched  and park. During landings, or recoveries, there are 4 wires across the deck with the #3 being the ide-
al one for the tail hook of a landing aircraft to catch, although any of them will do the job. The tension in the 
wires is computer controlled and is customized to the specific aircraft being caught based on weight and size.  
The wires are used for 125 catches and then are replaced.  

There are four steam operated catapults for launching aircraft.  A given day can include 120 launches and re-
coveries, although neither happens simultaneously. These operations occur at any hour, in any weather and any 
sea condition.  Wind over the bow is the only requirement and the ship’s 30+ knot speed helps to insure that.

Flight deck control is located at the base of the island with access to and from the flight deck and is where all 
flight deck movements and operations are controlled.  This can include directing an aircraft to an elevator for 
decent to the hangar deck, repair, refueling, parking or anything else.  As soon as a plane lands it is under their 
control and the famous Ouija Board is used to facilitate keeping track of every aircraft.  Scale models,  painted 
nuts, jacks and pins, etc. are used to show status.  Several personnel move these parts as directed. 

Our last stop was on the navigation bridge after a climb of many 
levels up the Captain’s Ladder.  Everything there is now a 100% 
digital helm…no more paper charts on board.  Numerous radars 
and other electronics are in place.  A recent “close call” was told 
about when Stennis was navigating Rich Passage.  There is a large 
“blind spot” from the bridge due to the size and shape of the flight 
deck.  A Washington State Ferry en route to Bremerton stopped in 
the channel such that the helm on Stennis could not see it.  Fortu-
nately the electronic navigation aids showed it electronically and 
there was no collision.

As we ended our tour we coincided with what seemed like an end-
less line of sailors and contractors leaving the ship at the end of the work day.  And there were still plenty of 
people on board.  We had another great tour thanks to Byron Faber’s hard work, and we certainly thank every-
one aboard USS John C. Stennis for their friendly hospitality. - Norm Marten 
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona  
360.674.2628

Vice President                                      Kevin Torcolini 
Vice President                                              Bob Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
Immediate Past President                          Larry Salter 

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher   
• Kelly Emerson
• Byron Faber 
• Patricia Faber  
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James 
• Neva Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller 
• Mike Spence 
• Kevin Staub
• Larry Tellinghuisen 
• Steve Westover

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editors                                           Alan Beam ,  Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

3 Mar- NL BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community Center
3 Mar - Navy Reserve Centennial Anniversary
7 Mar - Navy Civil Engineer Ball @ 6:00PM Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
10 Mar-NL  Luncheon @11:30 Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
14 Mar - Dolphin Scholarship Acution Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
25 Mar - NL Tour Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific
27-28 Mar - Wash State Science and Engineering Fair @ Bremerton High 
School
28 Mar - Military Appreciation Day Kitsap County Fairgrounds 11-4PM

7 Apr - NL BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community Center
10-11- April NL Northwest Regional Meeting Bellevue WA
Apr 11 - Enlisted Submarine Birthday Ball Seattle Sheraton 
14 Apr -NL Luncheon @11:30 Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor
16 Apr- Submarine Tour. Meet at Keyport @ 12:15 PM
18 Apr-2015 Submarine Officers Birthday Ball

Tour Planning

25 Mar - NL Tour Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific @ 9:00 AM
16 Apr- Submarine Tour @ 12:15 PM
4 May - NUWC Keyport@ 12:15 PM
30 June - Boeing VIP tour@ 10:00 AM
21 July - Naval Air Station Whidbey Island@ 10:00 AM
17 Aug- Naval Magazine Indian Island

Washington State Ferry Tours have been popular in the past, we are working 
on scheduling more this summer.  

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

 Four 2014 Commander, Submarine Group 9 Sailors of the Year (SOYs) were recog-
nized by the Navy League of the United States Bremerton/Olympic Peninsula Council 
during a March 10th luncheon. Assembled right to left: Council President, Tim Katona; 
Junior Shore SOY, LS2(SS) Michael Porterfield; Junior Sea SOY, YN2(SS) Cody 
Browder; Shore SOY, NC1(SCW/FMF) Sara Dozier; and Sea SOY, MM1(SS) Christo-
pher Smith.


