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January 14   Luncheon Speaker
Captain Michael Wettlaufer, 

Commanding Officer USS John C Stennis (CVN 74)

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
79505435837

Captain Wettlaufer conducted operational flying tours in the A-6 intruder with VA-85, and in the 
FA-18 Hornet during two assignments with Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 195, including a tour 
as commanding officer. These tours included combat deployments embarked aboard USS Amer-
ica (CV 66), USS Independence (CV 62) and USS Kitty Hawk (CV 63). After completing Navy 
Nuclear Power Training he was assigned as Executive Officer in USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74).  
Recently Captain Wettlaufer commanded USS Denver (LPD 9), Home-ported in Sasebo, Japan.  
He assumed command of USS John C. Stennis on 26 July 2013. 

Captain Wettlaufer holds a Master of Science in Aviation Systems from the University of Tennes-
see and a Master of Arts in National Security and Strategic Studies from the Naval War College. 
Captain Wettlaufer’s decorations include Legion of Merit, Distinguished Flying Cross, Defense 
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medals, Air Medals (three individual and three 
strike/flight awards). He has accumulated over 3700 flight hours in 48 aircraft and more than 800 
carrier arrested landings.

The January Luncheon will be held at the Olympic Lodge on NBK Bremerton. Since it is at 
a different location, it is particularly important to register for this luncheon. Doors open at 
11:00 and the Program begins at 11:30.  We will install the Council  Officers for 2014 during the 
Luncheon.

President: Larry Salter
Vice President: Erin Sorensen, Neva Lamb
Secretary: Ruth Bond
Treasurer: Dave Ellingson
JAG: George Rose

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. Please 
call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is January 7
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.

The January Luncheon Speaker is Captain Michael Wettlaufer, Com-
manding Officer USS John C Stennis.

USS John C Stennis has been the workhorse of the Navy’s Aircraft 
Carrier Fleet. The Stennis made back-to-back deployments to the Mid-
dle East. The ship returned March 2, 2012, from a seven month trip 
and departed on Aug. 27, four months early, for another eight month 
deployment. After a one month stand down, Stennis began an arduous 
14 month $240 million shipyard maintenance period, entering drydock 
in June.

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
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Kitsap’s Early History Part 1
Kitsap County, named after a military leader of the Suquamish Tribe, occupies the northern end of the Kitsap Peninsula between Hood Canal and 
Admiralty Strait. Loggers cleared the dense forests and fed sprawling mills and thriving company towns. Even before the mills went out of busi-
ness, the U.S. Navy founded the Puget Sound Naval Shipyard at Bremerton, which became the centerpiece of the county’s economy and the largest 
single employer. Water transportation has dominated the county’s culture and economy since before settlement. The Washington State Ferry System 
carries more than half its 25 million passengers back and forth from the east side of Puget Sound to Kitsap County. In 2005, an estimated 240,000 
people lived there.

First Peoples

The first residents of the land and islands between Puget Sound and Hood Canal were called Suquamish after the name of their principal village, 
Suqua, on Agate Passage. They spoke the South Coast Salish or Salishan language and lived in permanent settlements consisting of large commu-
nal longhouses built of cedar and sunk several feet into the ground. During the summer months, when fleas often infested the long houses, families 
foraged along the beaches, rivers, lakes, and uplands to fish, gather shellfish, roots and berries, and to hunt. They caught salmon, the centerpiece of 
the native economy and culture from the spring to the fall as the anadromous species swam upstream to spawn and die. Salmon, deer, elk, roots, and 
berries were dried for consumption during the winter.

On the Kitsap Peninsula, Indian communities fell generally into three groups: the Suquamish along the eastern shores, the Klallam or S’Klallam, of 
northern Hood Canal and the Straits of Juan de Fuca, and the the Twanos or Skokomish of southern Hood Canal. The communities generally mar-
ried their daughters into other groups -- exogamy -- thereby constructing networks of family relationships practically guaranteeing harmony among 
the tribes and a common linguistic heritage. Beginning with the first contact with Europeans in the 1780s, several epidemics for which the Indians 
had no natural immunity decimated the populations from thousands to hundreds.

The Explorers

When Captain Vancouver arrived on Puget Sound in 1792, Suquamish war chief Kitsap was so impressed with the wealth and technology of the 
visitors that he resolved to build the largest potlatch house ever. Tribal members constructed Old Man House at Suqua on Agate Passage, which 
was said to be 900 feet long and 60 feet wide, and which featured 40 apartments. Completed around 1815 (other accounts say 1792 and before), the 
cedar log structure was ordered destroyed by U.S. Government officials in 1870 for health reasons.

British Royal Navy Captain George Vancouver (1757-1798) mapped Puget Sound beginning in May 1792 and named several features in Kitsap 
County including Port Orchard, Port Gamble, Restoration Point, and Hood Canal. In 1841, U.S. Navy Lieutenant Charles Wilkes (1798-1877) and 
the U.S. Exploring Expedition performed a more detailed survey and left more names including Bainbridge Island, Port Blakely, Agate Point, Apple 
Tree Point (misidentifying dogwood blossoms), and Port Madison.

Treaties and Reservations

In 1855, Washington Territorial Governor Isaac Stevens (1818-1862) persuaded the tribes to sign the Point No Point and Point Elliott treaties, in 
which they ceded their lands to the United States in exchange for reservations and fishing and hunting rights. The Suquamish, Duwamish (from 
present-day Seattle), and Skekomish (Muckleshoot) were relegated to the 7,811-acre Port Madison Reservation. In 1886, the U.S. government allot-
ted specific plots of land to individual tribal members. As the members sold their allotments to non-Indians, more than half the reservation passed 
out of Indian hands.The Klallam were assigned to a reservation at the south end of Hood Canal with the Skokomish, but few located there. Many 
Klallam resided at Little Boston, across Port Gamble Bay from the mill town at Port Gamble where many were employed. In 1938, the Klallam 
received their own reserve in north Kitsap County, the Port Gamble Reservation.

Kitsap County settlers got along well with the area’s original inhabitants, but both groups endured raids from “Northern Indians” of Vancouver Is-
land and the Northwest Coast. Haidas and Cowichans from Vancouver Island enjoyed canoeing south by the hundreds and savaging Salish tribes for 
slaves. Suquamish Chief Kitsap defeated one incursion at what would become Battle Point on the west side of Bainbridge Island. In another fight in 
about 1825, Kitsap’s forces prevailed at Dungeness Spit. In November 1856, Haida raiders besieged residents at Port Gamble Bay, but were driven 
off with the help of guns, sailors, and marines from the U.S.S. Massachusetts. The Haidas did not come back to Kitsap, but the following year, they 
murdered settler Isaac Ebey over on Whidbey Island.

Sawmills, Shipyards, Mill Towns

The big trigger to white settlement on the Kitsap Peninsula came with the California Gold Rush in 1850. San Francisco, the largest city on the West 
Coast of North America, burned down several times, and the resulting great demand for lumber sent sea captains and entrepreneurs to Puget Sound 
where great stands of hemlock, spruce, cedar, and Doug-fir grew to the water’s edge. In July 1853, Maine native W. C. Talbot found the mouth of 
Port Gamble Bay to his liking and after persuading the Native Americans to move, he constructed a mill and a community called Teekaleet, later 
Port Gamble.

Philadelphia sea captain William Renton (1818-1891) also spotted the potential for logging and milling in early 1853. He tried a mill at Alki Point 
(present-day West Seattle) where Charles Terry had built the New York Store. But the high winds at the exposed location convinced him to move 
his operation across the sound to Port Orchard in 1854. The mill employed six white men and five Indians. George Meigs (1816-1897) bought J. 
J. Felt’s mill at Apple Tree Cove and moved it to Port Madison in 1853. Renton sold the Port Orchard mill in 1862 and in 1864 completed the Port 
Blakely Mill Co. on Blakely Harbor. The new location on Bainbridge Island offered deep water access for sailing ships, fresh water, and room to 
sort logs. - Continued page 3
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President’s Corner
It is great to be back as the President of the Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League.  Since 
serving as your President in 2006, I have stayed active with the Council and was a National Director for six years.  I 
chose to focus on local activities instead of National issues which allowed the time to serve as a council officer again.  
The Navy League is a GREAT organization and I have been honored to be a member for the past 12 years, after leav-
ing active duty, and to serve on the Board for 11 years.

Our Council’s future is bright.  As the largest Council in the NW, we continue to do many wonderful things to sup-
port and serve the men and women of the sea services.  As with any volunteer organization, our success depends on 
volunteers.  I would like to personally thank the 2014 Board of Directors and Officers for volunteering.  We have a 
cadre of returning Board Members who continue to serve our council with distinction as well as some new members 
who bring new ideas and new ways of doing things.  

I mentioned our success depends on volunteers.  Actually, our survival depends on volunteers—we need more!  There are many activities you can 
become involved in without volunteering to be on the Board of Directors.  The more active members we have, the more we can do for the sea ser-
vices.  There are committee opportunities and opportunities to help with activities without a huge time commitment.  Please consider volunteering.

I am looking forward to the next year.  Thank you for all that you do for Navy League.

Northwest Veterans, Sailors Remember Pearl Harbor
KEYPORT, Wash. - (NNS) -- Veterans, Sailors and DoD civilians honored those who 
fought and died at Pearl Harbor on Dec. 7, 1941 with a remembrance ceremony at the 
Naval Undersea Warfare Center’s Jack Murdock Auditorium in Keyport, WA. Dec. 7.

The ceremony was the 20th annual ceremony held in the auditorium and featured a 
presentation on the attack, a moment of silence, stories shared by Pearl Harbor survi-
vors and a reception for all in attendance.

“As we gather to remember, recognize and honor those sacrifices, we remind our-
selves that freedom is not free, that we should never take the bountiful riches that we 
enjoy in this country for granted and that our country is a place and an idea worth 
fighting for,” said retired Cmdr. Erik Neal, a guest speaker for the ceremony.

To begin the ceremony, members of the Veterans of Foreign Wars Lake Washington 
Post 2995 honor guard paraded the colors and Sailors assigned to Navy Band North-
west played the national anthem.
Following the opening remarks, a presentation was given on the attacks that devastated the island and brought America into World War II.

The five Pearl Harbor survivors in attendance passed around a microphone sharing their experiences of that day and their time during WWII. “It’s 
an honor to be here today and to share my stories and my shipmate’s stories,” said Frank Mattaush, a Pearl Harbor survivor. “I just can’t believe all 
these people came out to honor us after all these years.”

Puget Sound Early History continued - 
The mills on Puget Sound and Hood Canal sawed logs hauled out of the woods by ox teams and shipped lumber all over the world, but mostly to 
California. Communities grew up around the mills and a Boston geography stated, “Seattle is a lumber town across the bay from Port Madison” 
(Bowden, 7). In the 1850s, the Washington mills produced twice as much lumber as four times as many mills in Oregon. The Kitsap Peninsula was 
the wealthiest community, per capita, on Puget Sound. The self-contained mill towns housed workers who were paid in cash or in scrip, redeemable 
only at company stores or at banks in Seattle. The mill owners themselves tended to live in San Francisco.

The mill towns often boasted shipyards where Kitsap timber was transformed into ships. In the 1870s, Port Madison alone exceeded the production 
of sailing ships over the entire San Francisco Bay Area. In 1888, Renton’s Port Blakely Mill Company suffered a serious fire, but reemerged to be-
come the largest lumber producer in the world. In the 1880s, the steam donkey and the geared steam locomotive replaced ox teams and dramatically 
increased productivity of the mills and profits to the owners.

After another devastating fire in 1907, the Port Blakely Mill rebuilt again, but market forces indicated a smaller operation. Although modernized 
with fireproof features, the sprawling facility dropped from the list of top producers in the world. In 1923, the mill closed forever and Port Blakely 
slipped into obscurity.

The mill and the company town at Port Gamble at the northern end of the county continued to cut lumber into the 1990s as the oldest continuously 
operating sawmill in the United States. In 1994, after 142 years, the saws at the old Puget Mill Company powered down and salvagers dismantled 
the plant. The mill town of Port Gamble, once home to hundreds of family lived on, however. The National Historic Site became a tourist attraction 
and a venue for special events.
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Interview: Admiral Jonathan W Greenert, Chief Of Naval Operations
Despite budgetary challenges and a reduced fleet size objective, the U.S. Navy intends to continue to main-
tain a strong global presence. The USN’s most senior officer tells how the fleet will evolve, and retain its 
edge in critical areas such as the undersea domain.

WASHINGTON, DC – Twenty years ago, the U.S. Navy (USN) operated a fleet of about 450 warships. On 
any given day, around 100 were forward-deployed to different global regions.

In an exclusive interview with IHS Jane’s, the USN’s Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Admiral Jonathan 
W Greenert said the service continues to maintain the same number of forward-deployed units, even though 
the current fleet comprises 165 ships fewer and despite the fact that budget pressures forced the cancellation 
of a number of deployments in 2013.

“Ten years ago, we had 300 ships. We provided 100 forward,” said the CNO. “Today, we have about 285 
ships. We provide 100 forward. It is this presence that is as important today as it was 20 years ago, and will 
be in the future. What will evolve are the type of ships and aircraft.”

Alongside the acquisition of traditional vessel types – nuclear-powered aircraft carriers and submarines, as well as destroyers and amphibious ships 
– the USN also is updating its force by procuring new types. Designed to accommodate weapons and systems that can be reconfigured or swapped 
out for specific missions, four key vessels are simultaneously adding capacity and flexibility to the fleet while freeing up high-end platforms for 
specific warfighting tasks. These vessels are the Littoral Combat Ship (LCS), Joint High Speed Vessel (JHSV), Mobile Landing Platform (MLP), 
and Afloat Forward Staging Base (AFSB).

“These [types] are new, more efficient, less expensive options, not designed to go into heavy combat or do joint forcible entry with the U.S. Marine 
Corps, but to provide offshore options to do things such as counterterrorism, small contingencies, protecting an embassy, or humanitarian assistance 
and disaster relief,” Adm Greenert said.

Referring to the 2013 film Captain Phillips – which recounts the hijacking of the container ship MV Maersk Alabama off Somalia in 2009 – the 
CNO recalled a scene depicting three USN warships surrounding a small orange lifeboat.

“It looks like quite an armada,” he said, noting that the DDG-51 Arleigh Burke-class destroyer USS Bainbridge (DDG 96), the amphibious assault 
ship USS Boxer (LHD 4), and the FFG-7 Oliver Hazard Perry-class frigate USS Halyburton (FFG 40) were called to the crisis because they hap-
pened to be in the region. “We could have done that mission with a Joint High Speed Vessel,” he asserted.

JHSV and LCS are seen as able to conduct maritime security operations, including counterpiracy, as well as supporting high-end units (including 
marines and special forces) operating ashore.

As for MLP and AFSB, with their volume and command-and-control capabilities Adm Greenert likened them to large-deck amphibious ships, 
without the heavy protection. He said the ships could be employed to monitor the undersea environment via sensors deployed in situ, and also could 
embark autonomous systems to survey an area of interest.

These new vessel types and their payloads will be central to the USN maintaining its edge in the increasingly contested undersea domain in particu-
lar. “We’ve been the predominant nation investing in [this domain] and moving around in it, but there are others that are investing a lot more,” said 
Adm Greenert. “We cannot sit on our laurels.”

Maintaining acoustic superiority to enable the USN to retain its underwater stealth is a top priority, the CNO said. “The challenge will be to be able 
to go where it matters, when it matters, in the undersea domain. It would take probably hundreds of submarines if it was just about submarines.” 
Keeping this edge means establishing a network of fixed and remote air, surface, and underwater platforms, systems, and sensors, he explained. 
This would include unmanned systems and the recently deployed P-8A Poseidon maritime patrol aircraft.

LCS is planned to host mine countermeasures and anti-submarine warfare (ASW) mission modules. Adm Greenert said the ASW module is expect-
ed to be “a discrete level improvement, perhaps a quantum leap, over what we can do on another surface ship.”

“The issue is to get the sonar away from the ship and the noise caused by the machinery on the ship,” he explained. Sonar arrays are often mounted 
on a vessel’s bow, but in the case of LCS, all of the arrays are towed from the ship and their depth can be controlled.“It’s like putting a Bose sensor 
right out the back,” said Adm Greenert, who added that the LCS sensor’s capability increases because its distance from the ship reduces background 
noise. “You can move the sensor itself. It’s not stuck on the bow …. You can actually move it at varying, different depths to take best advantage of 
that.”

Noting that LCS and its interchangeable mission packages have been criticised for lacking true warfighting capability, Adm Greenert countered: “If 
it can go out and find something like I’m describing to you, [and] it can launch torpedoes – that’s warfighting.” Responding to criticism that LCS is 
vulnerable to surface attack, the CNO said: “It won’t be alone. If there is a [surface] threat … I would have a destroyer with it, with an Aegis radar 
to give it air and surface cover.”

As for undersea vulnerabilities, Adm Greenert reiterated: “We’re not lone wolves anymore. Those days are pretty much gone.” He added that the 
USN continues to work with Asian and Latin American nations with diesel submarine expertise, as well as improving interoperability with the UK 
Royal Navy and French Navy nuclear-powered submarine fleets.

“Bringing what people have, pooling it together in an alliance [is] … really a key to the future,” said the CNO.

Grace Jean, Jane’s Navy International, Dec 17,2013
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Naval Hospital Bremerton Tour December 4 2013
On a brilliant sunny but cold Dec 4, we had 17 Navy Leaguers & guests who had the privilege of 
touring our “State of the Art” Navy Hospital Bremerton.

NHB has a three-fold primary mission to support our warfighters, past and present, and their fam-
ilies by: providing exceptional care anytime, anywhere; shape military medicine through training, 
research and graduate medical education; and to prepare our forces for deployment.

We were treated to an extensive tour of the facilities.

First was the pharmacy (partially operated by robotic dispensers for the most commonly prescribed 
medications).  They operate 24 hours a day and process approximately 1,850 prescriptions per day.

We then went to the Family Medicine clinic area, where we learned that they have a very proactive system of having everything ready for the 
patient before they arrive, including upcoming tests ready to order, and do it all via a team approach, so that the patient sees care givers who already 
know them and their medical history.

We next went to Physical Therapy, where they showed us the extensive equipment for all kinds of muscle & skeletal assistance, including using a 
Wii system to identify which body areas need more help, making some of the exercising more fun instead of just tedious.

The Radiology Dept then showed us very modern mammography equipment (reminding all the ladies that they really NEED to get yearly mam-
mograms as the best way to detect early disease when there is a greater likelihood of being able to cure it & improve survival).  Also, an interesting 
point is that about  2 percent of breast cancer occurs in males.

On the Seventh floor, we got to see NHB’s Staff Education and Training Department Simulation Lab and computer-animated/enhanced dummies 
for general medical teaching as well as OB training.  The “pregnant mother dummy” even delivers a “baby dummy.”

At the Northwest Beginnings Family Birthing Center , we saw a birthing room, which is where the moms come for labor, delivery & postpartum 
care.  The baby stays right in the room as well.  If a delivery becomes difficult, there is an operating room set up for c sections right there, too.   The 
rooms are very family friendly, and family members can sleep right in the same room, to help the new mom if desired.  By keeping mom & baby in 
the same room, bonding is facilitated.  They average about two deliveries per day throughout  the entire year, well over 700 births annually.

It is a beautiful facility right on the shoreline, with great sweeping views of the water 
& mountains beyond.  Some factors seem like a luxurious hotel, with a warm & 
inviting atmosphere, great care givers & well thought out plans for expert medical 
care.  The Residency program trains 18 physicians per year.  The current Command-
ing Officer, Capt. Christopher Quarles MD, even had his residency training right here 
at the Naval Hospital Bremerton.

There are 1400 people on the staff – 800 active duty, 400 civilian, 150 contractor, 75 
American Red Cross volunteers – and currently there are about 20 personnel down-
range supporting contingency operations in Afghanistan.

Our thanks goes to our tall red headed & fun friend Doug Stutz, for organizing a great 
experience and having exceptional people explain each area for us.  He even was the 
photographer for our group shot.

January Tour San Diego California
The trip to San Diego is scheduled for 6-7 January. On January 6th we are proposing a Har-
bor Tour and a tour of the USS Midway, and if time allows a tour of the Maritime Museum 
of San Diego. On the morning of the 7th we will board a bus for a tour of the San Diego 
Naval Base at 32nd Street. After the Bus tour of the Base we will tour one of the ships home-
ported there. We will tour be something other than submarines and or aircraft carriers. 

Tour Planning: We are in the process of planning to Tour schedule for 2014. A potential tour schedule is provided below.We are also working on 
additional tours onboard Washington State Ferries and possibly USS John C Stennis. 

March- Safe Boats manufacturing, either in Tacoma or Port of Bremerton or possibly both

April - Madigan Army Hospital

May - Trident Training Facility & a sub at Bangor

June -Everett Navy Base & ship tour

July - Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor. 

August - Astoria Oregon CG base, lighthouses Maritime Museum, Bar Pilot offices, about 3 day’s worth of fun.

September - Ft Lewis to see what the Army does & see their facilities

October - McChord to tourthe flight line, and a C17 transport plane



Better to give than receive… 
The Great Cris Larsen takes this phrase to heart as he works to provide a great Thanksgiving dinner to local people and then helps Santa provide 
joy and merriment to hundreds of children in military families each year.

Cris starts off with the Tuesday before Thanksgiving “Chaperoning” the Olympic High School Outreach Dinner.  Planning begins when school 
starts.  He acts as the mentor for the Olympic DECA students and helps them reach out to “their demographic”, raising funds for food, coaching 
their drives to collect canned goods and clothing to be handed out at the dinner.  Cris also works with the Navy and Marines to provide “security” 
during the Outreach Dinner. 

In the months leading up to the event, Cris coordinates community organizations, such as Rotaries and Chambers of Commerce to provide some fi-
nancial support, moral support and visiting the day of the dinner. The kids handle the kitchen duty the day of the event, making a full Thanksgiving 
Dinner on their own for the homeless.  They learn the value of teamwork, the importance of working with other organizations and most importantly, 
that we are all a paycheck short of being homeless.  25 years ago they served 60 meals.  On average they have served 1,000 meals and some years 
up to 1,500 meals.

Later that week, on Thanksgiving Day itself, Cris forgoes his own Thanksgiving Dinner and puts on his annual “Ham and Turkey” comedy show 
for the troops who are unable to be with their families.  He makes appearances at Bremerton and Bangor. 

During the Christmas season, Cris and his amazing elves volunteer to listen to the wishes of at least 400 children on base and as many as 1000 
when his schedule works out right. He has consistently been “Santa” for Bangor Chapel’s “Breakfast with Santa” and for the USS Stennis kids 
party.  He has also worked with many other commands to bring smiles to the faces of these wonderful children.

In the meantime, December can be a very busy month for his business. There are many fundraising shows as well as shows for private birthday 
parties.  Something that many people may not know, when Cris is not playing emcee, auctioneer or comedian, he dons his chef’s coat and manages 
to put out phenomenal food for select holiday parties..

Cris has been recognized for his amazing support of our military by special recognition by Navy ‘Region Northwest and by the Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of Navy League. He has also received numerous awards from civic organizations for his contributions.  We are  very proud to 
count Cris as a member of our council.
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Kitsap Christmas 2013
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2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona                                                                       
360.674.2628            

Vice President                                          Larry Salter                  
Secretary                                             Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                                                Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate                                       George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                                           Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Tom Danaher
• Ruth Bond
• Robert Cairns  
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber
• Robert Hoag 
• Doug Garner 
• Dodie Garner 
• Bob Lamb 
• Neva Lamb  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 

Now Hear This is the official newsletter 
of the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council 
of the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

Volunteers Needed
We are always looking for a few good people. If 
you are interested in getting more involved in 
Navy League and would be interested in serving 
on the Board of Directors, please contact Larry 
Salter. 

6-7 Jan  Navy League Tour San Diego
7 Jan     Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
14 Jan   Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ NBK Bremerton Olympic Lodge
4 Feb    Board of Directors Meeting 5PM @ Jackson Park Community Center
11 Feb  Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK Bangor

Share Past Issues of Seapower
Please bring past issues of the Sea Power magazine to our lunches so that they can be 
shared with others.  These magazines that are part of your membership benefits, have 
so much great information that can be shared with others.

Thanks to Norm Marten and Doug Garner for bringing some of their magazines to 
share.  We have many requests for these magazines from our friends who are active 
duty or in rest homes, so if you don’t want to collect them, pass them on.

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

It is with great sadness, that we inform you, that Homer Albers passed away 
this month. Homer was a long time member of the Bremerton Navy  League.

   

Tax Issues for Navy League Members
From the Bosun’s Locker: We appreciate all our Navy League members and their 
support!

But don’t forget there are areas of expenses in carrying out volunteer efforts that can 
be used to reduce your income each year if you routinely itemize deductions.  Here 
are just a few that might apply to your situation:

At the top of the list are automobile expenses to go to functions and other 
volunteer activities.  Although the IRS allows 14 cents a mile it may to your 
advantage, given the cost of gas, to keep track of actual expenses on the 
journeys.

Travel costs to functions and duties: hotels, tolls, ferry fees etc.

Outright donations to the organization and for special efforts throughout the 
year.  Fisher house and other veteran donations to the VFW, DAV, America 
Legion, Wounded Warriors etc.  These add up over a year’s time and are de-
ductible.  You might forget these if you are donating via credit cards, review 
your statements at the end of the year. 

Specialized uniforms and or regalia for special occasion not associated with 
normal wear. 

Copying expenses and other incidentals on Navy League business or applica-
ble to functions.

The extra amount that is really a donation for social-luncheon events charges.  
You can’t deduct the meals value but anything over an above.

When in doubt take a look a IRS Publication 526 Charitable Contributions  and/or 
ask your tax professional at the start of each year during tax season or as reminder 
effort at year’s end.  – Carry On!

Regional Conference in April
Mark your calendar now  and plan to attend the  Navy League Regional Conference.
This is for all members and is a great opportunity to meet with Navy League mem-
bers from Oregon and Washington. More details in future newsletters

Dates:       April 11 and 12, 2014

Place:       Tacoma, WA Elk’s Lodge

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.
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