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CORPORATE SPONSORS

È Vigor Shipyards
È Concurrent Technologies Corp

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

ÈAir Management Solutions 
ÈAMI International
ÈConcurrent Technologies Corp
ÈEJB Facilities Services
ÈEvergreen Transfer & Storage
ÈFirst Command Financial 
          Planning, Inc.
ÈFMA Chapter 14

ÈKitsap Bank
ÈKitsap Sun
ÈNational Center for Manufacturing 
          Sciences
ÈNavy Federal Credit Union
È Pacific NW Defense Coalition
ÈPatriots Landing
ÈRaytheon Integrated Defense Systems
ÈSuquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
ÈTriWest Healthcare Alliance
ÈVeterans United Home Loans

NEW MEMBERS

ÈHarry Householder
È Cris Larsen
È Francis Saunders
È Jeffrey Sievertson
È Shannon Childs

    
    
    

Change in Lunch registration!

Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 
lunch registration. Please call at your earliest convenience. 

Hints to make this successful:
   È Cut off for reservations is December 27.
   ÈPlease give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
   ÈSpell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the    
gate access sheet.
    ÈIf you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date 
of birth.
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December 2012

January 8 2013 Luncheon/ Installation
Come Celebrate the Installation of the 65th slate of officers for the 
Bremerton - Olympic Peninsula  Navy League Council. 

Other Officers to be installed include:

    Vice President Larry Salter
    Treasurer Erin Sorensen
    Secretary Heidi Hottinger
    Judge Advocate George Rose
    Immediate Past President Carolyn Dankers

We hope to have a confirmation on a very special speaker soon, but 
we promise you will enjoy the program.

Due to the Holidays the lunch registration date has been advanced to 
December 27, 2012 please call 360 674-2762 for Reservations 

Tim Katona will be installed as the 
new President for 2013. Tim retired 
from the submarine force after serving 
in the Atlantic and Pacific Fleets  for 
many years. Tim is now the owner of 
the Evergreen Transfer and Storage 
Company by the Bremerton Airport. 
Tim is in the process of setting up his 
Board of Directors for the year. If you 
are interested in serving on the board 
or a committee please contact Tim at 
360 674-2762



December 11 Luncheon - A Time to Give Thanks

Our December luncheon highlighted some special people who go above and beyond in their support of our 
military and Navy League.

Will Lent was recognized for his 33 years of serving on our Board of Directors and of being the Program Chair for many 
of those years. He is careful to say that he is not retiring, just stepping back a bit so that others might have some of the 
fun that he has enjoyed for so many years. Several special people have volunteered to share some stories going back 
to some of his early work on the east coast.

Our area is known for its great support of the military and their families and we know that that does not 
happen accidentally. While there are many who deserve recognition, we have identified two people who 
are especially noteworthy for their many long years of support and dedication to the military.

Cris Larsen - Navy League Scroll of Honor This is the highest honor that can be awarded by the local 
council. Cris has been the Chairman of the Armed Forces Festival and Parade for the last ten years. This 
is the Largest and Oldest Armed Forces Day parade in the Country. In addition Cris voluteers for all of the 
local commands throughout the year. He acts as official Navy league liaision to the Marine Corps Security 
Force Battalion Bangor. This award is a Joint Award by the Everett and the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula 
Councils. 

Kitsap County Sheriff Steve Boyer - Navy League Certificate of Appreciation In recognition of his 
ongoing activitities in support of the local Armed Forces. He has established a program to educate support 
the navy units arriving at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard, and has supported onboard riders for arriving units 
and to foster good relations with the local community. Areas covered include Citizens on Patrol, Naval 
awareness of local conditions and opportunities. 
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            President’s Message

Together, we have accomplished a lot in the last two years. A special thanks to our Board of Directors for 
the hard work that they have done and for their many contributions to our organization for the past two 
years. They do an excellent job of representing the members and keeping our organization on track. They 
represent so many years of experience and expertise. Thank you so much.

This is always a time of year for reflection as we give thanks for what we have and think about the needed 
changes for the coming year. A special thanks goes to Sandra and Earle Smith for their ninth year of 
chairing the Veterans Day event. This is our Councils largest event and is the largest Veterans Day event 
in the State of Washington. The Smith’s are already looking at plans for next year. We look forward to any 
opportunity to honor all of those who have served our country.

Holidays are sometimes challenging for our military, especially when families can’t be together. We are 
fortunate to be working closely with Operation Homefront and the Port Orchard Chamber to bring cheer 
and toys for the children. This year we will reach at least 500 children, so thanks to everyone who has 
supported these activities.

Thanks to the Marine Security Force Battalion for their excellent presentation at our last luncheon. From 
Colors to the cutting of the cake, they showed their excellence! Thank you for what you are doing.

Congratulations and best wishes also go to Byron and Pat Faber who exchanged wedding vows on 
Saturday, November 24.

Nationally, we are watching the news closely and hope that the fiscal cliff can be avoided. As President 
Theodore Roosevelt said, “Our best defense is a strong navy” and I am certain that he meant to include all 
of the sea services.

Plan on attending the December 11 luncheon, as it will be very special and fun.

Happy holidays to all

Carolyn Dankers
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Keyport Honors Pearl Harbor Survivors

KEYPORT — The Kitsap military and civilian community gathered in Keyport on 
Friday to honor seven men who survived the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor 71 
years ago. The event at the Naval Undersea Museum is held every year, but the 
number of men who are present to be honored grows smaller every year, speakers 
noted.

Present at the ceremony on Friday were Don Green, Allyn, who served aboard the 
USS Pyro; Rocky Hoffman, Bremerton, who served at Marine Corps Air Station 
Ewa; Gerhard “Gerry” Jensch, of Poulsbo, who served aboard the USS California; 
Frank Mattausch, of Bremerton, who served at Wheeler Army Airfield; Urban Bill 
Mills, who served aboard the USS West Virginia; Bob Raines, who served aboard 
the USS Pennsylvania; Jorgen Tweiten, of Poulsbo, who served aboard the USS 
Rigel.

More than 300 civilians, active duty and retired service members from the Pacific 
Northwest attended the 19th annual Pearl Harbor remembrance ceremony at the 
Naval Undersea Museum Jack Murdock Auditorium in Keyport, Dec. 7.

Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) Division, Keyport hosted the 19th annual 
remembrance ceremony. Eight Pearl Harbor survivors and family members 
attended the ceremony with their family members along with widows of deceased 
survivors and members of Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) Lake Washington Post 
2995.

“It’s important for us to take pause from our busy lives to formally recognize 
this date, both from its significance as the start of the monumental sacrifices 
made during World War II, but also to symbolize the individual sacrifices we’ve 
made, and continue to make, for the sake of preserving our freedom in this 
great country,” said Capt. Dave Kohnke, commander, NUWC. “The fabric of our 
freedom is woven with the moral and spiritual lineage of the people we honor and 
remember today,” said. Kohnke. “…Those who value something more than their 
own personal comfort and safety. Let us never forget their strength, their courage, 
their commitment, and devotion to our United States of America.”

Pearl Harbor survivor Douglas Smith, of Tumwater, is thanked by Navy 
Region Northwest commander Rear Adm. Mark Rich after the ceremony. 
Smith was on the quarterdeck of the USS Downes on Dec. 7, 1941. With 

them is Capt. Pete Dawson, commanding officer of Naval Base Kitsap
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PEARL HARBOR (Dec. 7, 2012) The Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine USS Tucson 
(SSN 770) passes the Battleship Missouri 

memorial during the 71st Anniversary Pearl 
Harbor Day Commemoration ceremony at the 

Pearl Harbor Visitor Center. 

PEARL HARBOR (Dec. 7, 2012) The Los 
Angeles-class attack submarine USS Tucson 

(SSN 770) conducts a pass-in-review by 
the USS Arizona Memorial during the 71st 

Anniversary Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration 
ceremony at the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center.

Pearl Harbor survivors attend the 71st 
Anniversary Pearl Harbor Day Commemoration 
ceremony at the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center. 
More than 2000 guests attended the National 

Park Service and U.S. Navy-hosted joint 
memorial ceremony at the World War II Valor in 

the Pacific National Monument



Defense Department awards Norm 
Dicks its highest honor

WASHINGTON — U.S. Rep. Norm Dicks, D-Belfair, received 
the Department of Defense’s Distinguished Public Service 
medal, during a party hosted by the congressman 
Thursday. The medal is the highest honor the department 
gives to private citizens, politicians or foreign nationals. 
Secretary of Defense Leon Panetta surprised Dicks with the 
honor after delivering a tribute laced with good-natured 
verbal jabs and high praise for the congressman, who is 
retiring after 36 years on Capitol Hill.

Citizens supporting our military

Once again, people of Kitsap County have opened 
their hearts to the children of military families. As 
customers at our area Dollar Stores make their 
purchases, they often donate an extra dollar for 
gifts to military children.  Our council picks up 
these gifts and distributes them to various local 
commands. They package and wrap , so Santa can 
deliver

Many Kitsap children will have at least one parent 
deployed with grandparents and other sources 
of family support located across the country. 
These children get so excited when they sit on 
Santa’s lap and he gives them a coloring book and 
crayons, or new gloves and a hat. 

To date over $5000 of donations/items have been 
collected.  Thank you to all who make this happen, 
including Operation Homefront,  Dollar Stores, 
Fleet and Family Services and the generous 
members of the community. 

US Coast Guard Reception 

RADM Taylor USCG, Commander District Thirteen and his wife hosted a wonderful holiday reception for 
active duty and retired members of the Coast Guard, special members of the Navy, Coast Guard Auxiliary, 
and Navy League leaders. Navy League Regional President Jim Lasher attended; Larry and Tina Salter 
and Carolyn Dankers represented our Council. Representatives from the Seattle and Lake Washington 
Council also enjoyed the fine hospitality and music provided by the Navy Northwest Region Band Quartet.  
Members from the Air Station  Port Angeles, Maritime Force Protection Units, Coast Guard Station Seattle, 
our three adopted Coast Guard units participated in the Festivities. 

USS Henry M Jackson

The blue crew of the USS Henry M Jackson invited a few members of our council to join their holiday 
celebration at the Silverdale Beach Hotel. Bob and Neva Lamb, Carolyn Dankers and Cris Larsen 
represented our council, Jim Sketchley and Niles Fowler represented the Everett Council. Everyone had a 
great time as we observed a reenlistment  ceremony, awards for their Sailor of the Quarter, Sailor of the 
Year and various lively competitions.  We were happy to join the for this great evening and hope that more 
members can participate next year.

Canadian Consulate General

Larry Salter and Carolyn Dankers were invited to a special Symposium sponsored by the Canadian 
Consulate General and the Canadian Studies Program at the University of Washington.  The speaker was 
a visiting professor from the University of  Laval in Quebec City, Quebec Canada. He thought the best way 
to solve our economic challengers is to develop more partnerships with Canadian Firms. He also suggested 
that the USA should consider increased usage of Canadian port facilities such as Prince Rupert. 
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November Tour:  Naval Magazine Indian Island

Following lunch at the Chimacum Café on November 9, 2012 29 Navy League members and guests moved 
on for a wonderful tour of nearby Naval Magazine Indian Island. We were welcomed there by the CO, CDR 
Gary Martin and then Bill Kalina took over as our tour guide.

CDR Martin is one of only 5 Naval personnel at the 2700 acre facility, with an additional 180 civilian 
employees. Munitions for all US (and some allied) services are stored and maintained at Indian Island. 
Surface ships from submarines to aircraft carriers load and offload munitions at the pier. The weapons are 
not armed and none are nuclear.

Most of the structures on Indian Island were built during WW II and some buildings and most of the 
magazines from that time are still in service. In addition to ordnance storage then submarine net 
construction was a major function there. In fact there is still a submarine net tower in place off shore. Also 
of interest is that the large crane on the pier, known as “Big Blue”, is the largest in the Navy, there are 8 
open truck lot staging areas for transferring munitions to and from trucks, and 61,000 tons of ordnance is 
handled annually.

Much of Indian Island is covered by trees, is largely surrounded by water and benefits from a responsible 
environmental focus by the Navy. Examples are that open grate decking has been installed on part of 
the pier drive ramps to permit growth of eel grass, an important salmon habitat. Also, a major WW II 
contamination site has been successfully remediated such that in 2005 it was the first military base to be 
removed as a Superfund site. Old military housing has been removed and evidence of Native American 
habitation has been identified and preserved. There are 8 bald eagle nests on Indian Island, the largest 
estimated to weigh one ton. There is also a designated and marked newt crossing. Seals live peacefully on 
nearby uninhabited Rat Island.  ~ Norm Martin
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the tours. 

December Events

December 25 Christmas

December 27 Deadline for lunch registration. Please 
Call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 
lunch registration.

2013

January 8 Installation Luncheon

January 10 – IMF and Submarine Tour

February 15 – Vigor Shipyard Tour  at 10:15 AM -  on Harbor 
Island Seattle

March  13 – Keyport Tour  1 PM

April – Manchester Fuel Depot and WSDF Hatchery Tour

May – No tours due to other military related activities, such as 
Armed Forces Festival week

June 25 – Coast Guard Station Port Angeles

July 11 – Coast Guard Station Seattle

  

2012 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                  Carolyn Dankers 
                                   360.769.7415 
                 c.dankers@wavecable.com 
Vice President                   Tim Katona 
                                   360.674.2628 
                 mayflower616@donobi.net 
Secretary                    Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                           Ruth Bond 
Judge Advocate               George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                  Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

ÈAlan Beam 
ÈTom Danaher 
ÈDrake Evans 
È Byron Faber 
È Pat Faber
È Steve Fabry
È Robert Hoag 
È Robert Cairns 
È Doug Garner 
È Dodie Garner 
È Bob Lamb 
È Neva Lamb 
È Will Lent 
È Helen Miller 
È Larry Salter 
È Tina Salter 
È Mike Sharp 
È Erin Sorensen 
È James Walkowski

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of 
the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                        Carolyn Dankers    
Susan Larsen 

Alan Beam
 

Graphic Layout                               Kirk Piering 
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

or email: arbeam@aol.com
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The Bremerton-Olympic Council wishes to express 
our appreciation to Kirk Piering our outstanding 
Graphic Layout Artist who’s extraodinary skills made 
the publication of this newsletter possible. We wish 
him Fair Winds and Following Seas in his future 
endeavors.




