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Checkout our Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

December 8 Luncheon Speaker: Captain John Deehr, Commanding Offi-
cer NROTC Unit University of Washington

The Naval Reserve Officers Training Corps 
(NROTC Program educates and trains qual-
ified young men and women for service 
as commissioned officers in the Navy, the 
Navy Nurse Corps and the Marine Corps. 
It is the largest single source of Navy and 
Marine Corps officers. The NROTC Pro-
gram was established in 1926. The original 
six NROTC units were at the University of 
California at Berkeley, Georgia Institute of 
Technology, Northwestern University, Uni-
versity of Washington, Harvard and Yale 
Universities.

Captain Deehr is a Surface Line Officer. He graduated from Kent State 
University in 1986. Following commissioning he served on USS Ca-
loosahatchee (AO 98), USS Platte (AO 186), and USS Essex (LHD 2). 
Captain Deehr was the Executive officer on the USS Ogden (LPD 5) and 
had command of USS Germantown (LSD 42) and USS Peleliu (LHA 5).

Captain Deehr’s personal awards include the Legion of Merit, Defense-
Meritorious Service Medal, Meritorious Service Medal; Navy and Ma-
rine Corps Commendation Medal; Navy and Marine Corps Achievement 
Medal and various campaign, unit, and service awards.

Our social hour will begin at 11 am; opening will be at 11:45 fol-
lowed by lunch. Location is the Bangor Conference Center, Trident 
Ballroom, NBK, Bangor.

Registration:
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your 
lunch registration.

Please call at your earliest convenience.

Members without base access; processing time takes weeks.
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to make certain that it will be correct on the gate 
access sheet.
Provide your date of birth and city of birth.
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President’s Corner
The January luncheon is an important event in the life of your Council—the Annual 
Meeting. We will give a quick review of the year and will have minutes of board meet-
ings available to review for anyone who would like to look at them. Dave Ellingson will 
also be available to answer any budget questions you have. And most importantly, we 
will be voting in our 2016 slate of officers.

The Board of Directors proposes the following slate of candidates for election as 2016 
Officers: President: Tim Katona, Vice President (2 Positions): Jerry Logan, Bob Lamb, 
Secretary: Cynthia Martin, Treasurer: Dave Ellingson, JAG: George Rose. We will in-

duct the new officers and board members at the January luncheon.

Dec 7: Keyport Pearl Harbor Ceremony Recognizes Day’s Events and Survivors 
Keyport, Wash. – The 22nd Annual Pearl Harbor Remembrance Ceremony will be held at the Naval Undersea 

Museum, Keyport in the Jack Murdock Auditori-
um on Monday December 7, 2015 at 11:00 a.m.

The event commemorates the Japanese bombing 
of Pearl Harbor, triggering the United States’ en-
gagement in World War II.

Captain Francis Spencer III, Commanding Of-
ficer, Naval Undersea Warfare Center (NUWC) 
Keyport, will be the master of ceremonies. Com-
mander Dustin Demorest, Executive Officer, will 
join him in narrating the historical review of that 
fateful morning’s attack.

Music will be provided by Navy Band Northwest 
and the Keyport Singers will perform The National Anthem. A reception will follow the ceremony in the Naval 
Undersea Museum lobby where guests are encouraged to meet and talk to local Pearl Harbor Survivors to learn 
more about their personal experiences on that historic day. Admission to the ceremony and the reception is free 
and open to the public.

Oct 29: USS Albuquerque SSN-706 Arrives at PSNS For Decommissioning
The USS Albuquerque (SSN 706), 
a Los Angeles-class fast attack sub-
marine that was commissioned on 
May 21, 1983, arrived at Puget Sound 
Naval Shipyard for Decommissioning 
on wednesday 28 October.

Our Council hosted an arrival recep-
tion at the Sam Adams Club to welcome Albuquerque to 
the Pacific Northwest. “It’s actually a fairly long process. 
It’ll take about a year for the decommissioning and they 
will begin in February ,” said Cmdr. Don Tenney, the Al-
buquerque’s 14th and final commanding officer.
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Charitable Contributions to Non Profit Organizations
Now is the time to review your Chartible Contributions for the year. You can deduct your contributions 
only in the year you actually make them in cash or other.
Usually, you make a contribution at the time of its unconditional delivery.
     Checks. A check you mail to a charity is considered delivered on the date you mail it.
     Text message. Contributions made by text message are deductible in the year you send the text message if 
the contribution is charged to your telephone or wireless account.
      Credit card. Contributions charged on your bank credit card are deductible in the year you make the charge. 
Car expenses. You can deduct as a charitable contribution any unreimbursed out  of  pocket expenses, such as 
the cost of gas and oil, directly related to the use of your car in giving services to a charitable organization. You 
can not deduct general repair and maintenance expenses, depreciation, registration fees, or the costs of tires or 
insurance. If you do not want to deduct your actual expenses, you can use a standard mileage rate of 14 cents a 
mile to figure your contribution.
Personal Expenses. You cannot deduct personal, living, or family expenses, such as. The cost of meals you eat 
while you perform services for a qualified organization, unless it is necessary for you to be away from home 
overnight while performing the services.
Value of Time or Services. You cannot deduct the value of your time or services 
Records To Keep
You must keep records to prove the amount of the contributions you make during the year. The kind of records 
you must keep depends on the amount of your contributions and whether they are:
Cash contributions, Noncash contributions, or Out  of  pocket expenses when donating your services.
Note. An organization generally must give you a written statement if it receives a payment from you that is 
more than $75 and is partly a contribution and partly for goods or services. Keep the statement for your re-
cords. It may satisfy all or part of the recordkeeping requirements explained in the following discussions.
Cash Contributions
Cash contributions include those paid by cash, check, electronic funds transfer, debit card, credit card, or 
payroll deduction. You cannot deduct a cash contribution, regardless of the amount, unless you keep one of the 
following.
1. A bank record that shows the name of the qualified organization, the date of the contribution, and the amount 
of the contribution. Bank records may include: a canceled check, a bank or credit union statement, or a credit 
card statement.
2. A receipt (or a letter or other written communication) from the qualified organization showing the name of 
the organization, the date of the contribution, and the amount of the contribution.
Contributions of $250 or More
You can claim a deduction for a contribution of $250 or more only if you have an acknowledgment of your 
contribution from the qualified organization or certain payroll deduction records.
If you made more than one contribution of $250 or more, you must have either a separate acknowledgment for 
each or one acknowledgment that lists each contribution and the date of each contribution and shows your total 
contributions.
Amount of contribution. In figuring whether your contribution is $250 or more, do not combine separate con-
tributions. If you made a payment that is partly for goods and services, your contribution is the amount of the 
payment that is more than the value of the goods and services.

IRS Publication 526 Charitable Contributions (https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/p526.pdf)
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Nov 11: Kitsap Veterans Day Ceremony
Every fall the Kitsap County pauses to remember and honor our 
veterans. Over the years our ceremony has grown to be the largest 
in the State with over 1500 attending. This ceremony is the com-
bined effort of over 40 organizations.  Vintage military uniforms 
and vehicles were on display.

Rear Admiral David Kriete, Commander Submarine Group Nine 
and Guy Stitt, Bremerton Navy League Ambassador served as the 
Co-MCs. County Commissioner Robert Gelder introduced all of 
the military and political dignitaries including Representive Derek 
Kilmer. The Bremerton High School Marching Band provided the 
music. This year, the keynote speaker was Rev. Willie Tart (US-

AF-Ret), Author of “Unwavering Strength”.

PCU Washington SSN-787 First Namesake Visit to the State
The USS Washington Commissioning Committee and the Navy League Councils of  Bremerton, Seattle, Lake 
Washington and Everett had the honor of hosting five members of the crew of the precommissioning unit 
Washington on their inaugral visit to Washington State on 9-15 November. The USS Washington (SSN-787) is 
the first ship since World War II and the only submarine to be named after the State of Washington. The crew 
members that made the trip were: Cdr Jason Schneider CO, Lt Eric Stromme Asst Eng, ITSCM (SS) Adam 
Bruchette COB, EM1(SS) Perry Benzschawel SSOY, and ET2 Camden Fernald JSOY.

On Tuesday, Nov. 10, the Captain and crew participated in a Joint Navy League/ Submarine League lun-
cheon at the NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom on Nov 10, where the Bremerton Council formally adopted the 
PCU Wasnington. That evening they celebrated the USMC birthday at a dinner presented by the Seattle Navy 
League.

 

Wednesday, Nov. 11 was Veterans Day. They had an early morning visit with the Governor in Olympia, then 
they’re off to a Veterans Day celebration at the Kitsap Sun Pavilion/Fairgrounds and to a luncheon with the 
Seattle Rotary. Not only is this Veterans Day but it’s the day, 126 (1889) years ago that Washington became the 
42nd state of our great nation.
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PCU Washington Namesake Visit (continued)

We started Thursday with a meeting at the University Sunrise Rotary and a speaking event a short time later 
with engineering students at the University of Washington NROTC. This was followed by a visit to the Boeing 
787 Dreamliner Assembly Building in Everett.

It was not all hard work during the visit. The Crew was able to attend a Seahawks vs Cardinals NFL football 
game and take in several Seattle sites to learn about the Pacific Northwest culture first hand. 

Nov 10: US Marine Corps 240th Anniversary Celebrations 

Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Council celebrated the Marine Corps’ 240th 
birthday at a packed November 10th luncheon held at the Bangor Plaza. Lt-
Col Scott Reed, Commanding Officer of Marine Corps Security Force Battal-
ion (MCSFBn) Bangor, was the guest speaker. The celebration also included 
recognizing Corporal Laurence Davis, MCSFBn Non-Commissioned Officer 
(NCO) of the Quarter, and traditional cutting of a USMC Birthday Cake.

Davis is an effective leader who conducts himself in a professional manner at 
all times. He is a stellar performer who will continue to excel and place the 
mission and others above himself. He qualified to serve as Seargent of the 
Guard as a Corporal.

The MCSFBn Bangor celebrated its birthday by holding two Ma-
rine Corps Balls on 6 and 13 November. This allowed all Marines 
in the Battalion to paticipate. The Balls were held at Kiana lodge.
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Oct 22: Safe Boats Tour
On October 22, 2015 a group of council members and guests were hosted by SAFE Boats International for a 
tour of their Bremerton and Tacoma facilities. SAFE stands for Secure All-around Flotation Equipped, which 
describes the boats that they manufacture.

We were welcomed and given a very comprehensive and inter-
esting introduction by CEO Dennis Morris. He told us about 
how the Bremerton location builds boats from 23-65 feet in 
length and has 250 employees whereas the Tacoma location 
builds boats up to 85 feet in length with 125 employees. The 
Tacoma location not only provides necessary additional space 
but by being located near water the large new boats can easily 
be put in for necessary sea trials upon completion.

SAFE Boats builds purpose designed special performance 
boats for law enforcement, military and all levels of govern-
ment world wide. They are not recreational, and at present 
there are 2000 SAFE Boats in service with 5 million operating 
hours…all without a problem. 

It usually takes about 3 months from start to finish to build a SAFE Boat and all are built to meet customer 
requirements. Large sheets of aluminum are marked, laser cut, bent and welded together and then various com-
ponents such as wiring, radars and radios, engines, etc are added to complete the boat. One type of seat made 
for rough riding costs up to $12,000 each!

Tacoma SAFE Boat tour

After lunch at the Bremerton Airport diner, we car pooled to the Tacoma SAFE boat manufacturing facility 
where we were treated to a presentation of the Mk VI Patrol Boat program by Hartwell Champange.

The MK VI patrol boat is the Navy’s next generation patrol boat and will serve as part of the Navy Expedi-
tionary Combat Command (NECC). The MK VI is the U.S. Navy’s first true patrol boat developed since the 
1980’s. The 85-foot craft has a hull optimized for performance, fuel economy, and firepower. The MK VI is 
configured with both an ergonomically designed pilothouse and a reconfigurable main deck cabin for a size-
able crew and payload. The boats can reach speeds in excess of 35 knots at full load and can be armed with 
a variety of crew served and remotely operated 
weapon systems up to 25mm. The boat has a range 
in excess of 600 nautical miles and is equipped 
with a propulsion system consisting of twin diesel 
engines and waterjets.

They have a contract for 12 of these for the Navy 
& have completed or mostly completed 5 already. 
It requires about 41 weeks to construct one of 
them.

We were fortunate to be taken to the dock to board 
2 of the boats being completed for delivery. We are 
grateful to Mr Champagne & to Ms Cindy Mc-
Farland for hosting us. They are a real treasure & 
credit to the company
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Tim Katona 
                                                               360.674.2628 
Vice President                                     Kevin Torcolini 
Vice President                                          Robert Lamb
Secretary                                               Cynthia Martin 
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                          Larry Salter                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

•    Alan Beam
•    Tom Danaher
•    Kelly Emerson
•    Byron Faber
•    Patricia Faber
•    Joe Hulsey
•    Jack James
•    Neva Lamb
•    Cynthia Martin
•    Helen Miller
•    Mike Spence
•    Kevin Staub
•    Larry Tellinghuisen
•    Steve Westover

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                                      Alan Beam
                                                                         

Graphic Layout                                                      Alan Beam
Published by                                                             Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

5 Jan Bremerton NL BOD Meeting Jackson Park community Center @ 5:00PM 
12 Jan Bremerton NL Annual Meeting NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
12 Jan Bremerton Navy League Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
2 Feb Bremerton NL BOD Meeting Jackson Park community Center @ 5:00PM 
3 Feb Kingston Ferry tour @ 10:25 AM
9 Feb  Bremerton Navy League Luncheon NBK Bangor Trident Ballroom @ 11:45
           

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planning
Feb 3 - Kingston Ferry tour @ 10:25 AM

March 12 (Sat) - Kitsap 911 center @ 10 AM

April - Bangor submarine tour confirmed but exact date not set

May - USS Turner Joy Bremerton

June 17 - Seattle CG (tour of Sector Puget Sound, a cutter if one is available at 
that date, and lunch at the dining facility) @ 10 AM

July - USCG Matritime Force Protection Unit Bangor 

USCG Air Station Port Angeles EPOQ Award

Navy Leaguer Ken Sweeney presented Avionics Electrical Technician Third 
Class (AET3) Daniel Hamilton, with a soaring eagle statuette engraved 
with his name following introduction by the station’s Commanding Officer, 
Captain Andrew Eriks.

Petty Officer Hamilton was also selected as the Coast Guard Sector Puget 
Sound’s Sector-Wide Enlisted Person of the Quarter for the 4th Quarter 
2015. The citation described how Hamilton performed a job normally 
assigned to a Senior Petty Officer and completed several challenging mis-
sion-critical repairs to Station helicopters and field equipment.
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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