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CORPORATE SPONSORS

È Vigor Shipyards
ÈConcurrent Technologies Corp

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

ÈAir Management Solutions 
ÈAMI International
ÈConcurrent Technologies Corp
ÈEJB Facilities Services
ÈEvergreen Transfer & Storage
ÈFirst Command Financial 
          Planning, Inc.
ÈFMA Chapter 14
ÈKitsap Bank
ÈKitsap Sun
ÈNational Center for  
Manufacturing Sciences
ÈNavy Federal Credit Union
ÈPacific NW Defense Coalition
ÈPatriots Landing
ÈRaytheon Integrated Defense 
Systems
ÈSuquamish Clearwater Casino 
Resort
ÈTriWest Healthcare Alliance
ÈVeterans United Home Loans

NEW MEMBERS

Jeff DeSnuyder
Gina Schulz
Charlotte Erhardt
Carmen Gorak
Michael Tinder
Dave and Deedee Ellingson
    
    

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for 
your lunch registration. Please call at your earliest convenience.
 
Hints to make this successful:
   È Cut off for reservations is February 7.
   ÈPlease give your name as it appears on your driver’s 
license.
   ÈSpell your name to help make certain that it will be correct 
on the  gate access sheet.
    ÈIf you do not have base access, you will need to provide 
your date of birth.
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February 12  Luncheon Speaker
Captain Beverly A. Havlik USCG 

Captain Havlik serves as the 
Commanding Officer of CGC HEALY 
in Seattle, WA. CGC HEALY’s primary 
mission is to support scientific research 
in the high latitudes. In January 
2012, CGC HEALY engaged in the 
nation’s first-ever winter domestic 
icebreaking mission in Alaskan waters 
to escort a Russian flagged tanker 
vessel (RENDA) to deliver 1.3 million 
gallons of fuel to Nome, AK. The transit 
required HEALY to break over 800 
miles of sea ice while maneuvering 
in close proximity to the vessel.

Doors open at 11 am and program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor 
Conference Center-Trident Ball Room.

Captain Havlik has served 
in five other Coast Guard 
cutters, including: CGC 
POLAR SEA in Seattle, 
WA; CGC SUNDEW in 
Duluth, MN; CGC PEA 
ISLAND in Mayport, FL; 
CGC GENTIAN in Atlantic 
Beach, NC; and CGC 
MARIPOSA in Detroit, MI. 

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/
79505435837/



January 8 Installation Luncheon 
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The Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Navy League 
Council commenced its 
65th year by installing 
Tim Katona as President, 
Larry Salter Vice President, 
Erin Sorensen Treasurer, 
Heidi Hottinger Secretary, 
and George Rose Judge 
Advocate. Tim retired from 
the submarine force after 
serving in the Atlantic and 
Pacific Fleets for many 
years. Tim is the owner of 
the Evergreen Transfer and 
Storage Company by the 
Bremerton Airport.

Recently retired Master Chief Petty Officer 
of the Navy spoke today at the Installation 
luncheon. He was congratulatory to Carolyn 
and even gave her one of his MCPON coins. He 
told a story from the old days about Tim and 
wished him great luck in the future. He talked 
about the great job the Navy League does 
and went over the mission details including 
what he felt was most important –  the youth 
programs that we sponsor and support. 
Support of the families while the sea service 
carry out their missions was also one of his 
key points of emphasis. He was extremely 
happy about his new retired life and happy to 
be working from home and glad that he and 
wife Bobby had retired back to Kitsap county 
where he had started his naval career some 
32 years ago.



                          And finally we have the New Year, full of hope and the opportunity to set 
goals and resolutions for the up-oming year while taking a moment to celebrate at that transition point 
between the two years. 
  
Well your Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council is in the middle of the very same three themes as we 
thank many of the folks that have made our council so productive in fulfilling our mission of the Navy 
League. We reflected back on our history and we were so thankful for past president and longtime 
member, Will Lent, who has remained active on our board for 33 years.  He did show us that he could not 
be roasted without putting up a fight and ended up mugging the person who tried to do so-in a very good 
way. All kidding aside we are so thankful for your service Captain Lent!  We also took time to recognize 
Kitsap County Sheriff Steve Boyer and the Great Chris Larson for their continued outstanding community 
and military support.  The one person we cannot begin to thank enough for her service to your council  
President Carolyn Dankers, her unbridled energy and enthusiasms is a wonder to all and a great service to 
the community.  

The council’s gift giving and assisting with gift giving this year is a broad support on many different fronts 
including Operation Holiday Spirit. We are doing many things to contribute to military families and your 
generous efforts combined with other great organizations like the Port Orchard Chamber, Operation Home 
Front through the Dollar Store, and the Port Orchard Soroptomists are making a lot of difference this 
holiday season for more than 500 children. 

And then, finally as we look to the future we are firming board positions and working plans to have a 
through planning and goal setting session in January to continue to strengthen what our council does to 
support the sea services in our community long into the future.   I am so honored to be working with our 
board and the entire council in these very important times in support of our sea services.  

Tim Katona

NOW HEAR THIS online: http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com          3

President’s Message

The spirit of the American Holidays have three main themes; Thanks, 
Giving and Looking to the Future. Thanksgiving is where we look back and 
reflect on all the things we have to be grateful for and giving thanks for 
those people and events in our lives for which we are most grateful.

Christmas and the entire gift giving and receiving season, is when we 
all get that great feeling from exchanging those gifts of the holidays and 
celebrating God’s greatest gift to us. 
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Rear Adm. Dietrich H. Kuhlmann III

Submarine Group 9: Looking back at 2012

Just a few short weeks ago, I assumed command of Submarine Group 9. I am 
glad to be back in the Pacific Northwest, and like my predecessor, Rear Adm. Bob 
Hennegan, I am honored to have the opportunity to lead such a dynamic group of 
men and women in the world’s finest Submarine Force.

During the past 12 months, the outstanding team of submarines and support 
commands based in Bangor has had many highlights. It would be impossible to 
list them all, but it’s worth reflecting on some of the highlights and achievements 
from our Sailors.

Throughout 2012, our ballistic missile submarines stationed at Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor – USS Henry M. Jackson (SSBN 730), USS Alabama (SSBN 731), USS 
Nevada (SSBN 733), USS Nebraska (SSBN 739), USS Maine (SSBN 741) and 
USS Louisiana (SSBN 743) continued to perform their vital duty of strategic 
deterrence, maintaining a legacy of deterrence which dates back more than 50 
years.

We honored that legacy on July 20, when the Chief of Naval Operations, Adm. 
Jonathan Greenert, awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation to all 14 
SSBNs and their support commands for excellence in strategic deterrence from 
July 16, 2007 to Jan. 28, 2011. Our ceremony, at Bangor’s Deterrent Park, paid 
tribute to the eight SSBNs based here, their Sailors, and their performance in the 
nation’s service

One of those SSBNs, USS Pennsylvania (SSBN 735), returned to Bangor in 
September after the completion of a 32-month engineered refueling overhaul 
(ERO) at Puget Sound Naval Shipyard and Intermediate Maintenance Facility. 
After successfully completing sea trials, Pennsylvania was welcomed back 
into Submarine Squadron 17 in a November ceremony. At the same time, USS 
Kentucky (SSBN 737) entered PSNS to begin her own overhaul..

2012 marked a special year for Michigan, which celebrated 30 years of service to the U.S. Navy on Sept. 11. Michigan earned its 
second straight Battle Efficiency Award, or Battle “E”, for Submarine Squadron (SUBRON) 19 – this time earned by the Gold Crew, 
which also claimed the prestigious 2012 Captain Edward F. Ney Memorial Award for outstanding food service in the Submarine 
Force.

The Submarine Force also witnessed history in 2012, as the first women assigned to U.S. Navy submarines completed their 
qualifications and were formally designated as “Qualified in Submarines.” The first female supply officer and two of the first female 
line officers to receive their dolphins were from the Pacific Northwest – Lt. Britta Christianson, supply officer for Ohio’s Gold Crew, 
who received her pin in June, and Lt. j.g. Amber Cowan and Lt. j.g. Jennifer Noonan of Maine’s Blue Crew, who were honored in a 
ceremony in December.

For the second straight year, Nebraska was honored with the Battle “E” for SUBRON 17. Both Nebraska crews were presented 
with their Battle “E” on Jan. 11. USS Connecticut (SSN 22) received Battle “E” honors for Submarine Development Squadron 
(SUBDEVRON) 5; Connecticut was also selected in April as the SSN recipient of the 2011 Chief of Naval Operations (CNO) Afloat 
Safety Award for Commander Submarine Force, U.S. Pacific Fleet.

All three submarine squadrons based in Bangor welcomed new leaders in 2012. Capt. John Tolliver relieved Capt. Paul Skarpness at 
SUBRON 17 in January, Capt. Jeffrey Jablon replaced Capt. Brian Howes at SUBDEVRON 5 in August and Capt. Jerry Logan took 
over for Capt. Dennis Carpenter at SUBRON 19 in September.

We also welcomed visits from our nation’s top military leaders. In addition to Adm. Greenert, we also hosted Commander, U.S. Pacific 
Fleet, Adm. Cecil Haney; Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Gen. Martin Dempsey; and Master Chief Petty Officer of the Navy 
(MCPON) Rick West.

Throughout 2012, our Sailors took the message of the Submarine Force with them on namesake visits to communities throughout the 
country, including Reno, Nev.; North Platte, Neb.; Baton Rouge, La.; and Cleveland, Ohio. We also welcomed a namesake visit in 
May, as the fast attack submarine USS Bremerton (SSN 698) visited Kitsap County for the first time in nearly three years.
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There were crafts for the children to complete and an elf store for parents to pick up stocking stuffers.  
The party was an opportunity for IA families to connect with others who have or are currently deployed.  
It’s a great time for families to celebrate with each other in a pleasant atmosphere.  Santa handed out 
gifts for all children. Bremerton Navy League was generous with its support of our IA families, with 
gifts for each child.The event is a highlight for FFSC staff, as well as the many community and command 
volunteers that supported it.

Naval Base Kitsap Fleet and Family Christmas Party for Individual Augmentees

The NBK Fleet and Family Support Program 
hosted  a Holiday Party for our Individual 
Augmentees (IA) families on Thursday, 
December 20, 2012.  There are approximatlly 
4750 IAs currently deployed. In contrast to 
a Sailor that deploys with a ship, squadron 
or unit, a Sailor who leaves their assigned 
unit or command to deploy individually or 
with a small group is known as an Individual 
Augmentee (IA). Half of the deployed IAs 
are active duty and half are reservists. Most 
IAs are concentrated in the 20-nation U.S. 
Central Command region, which includes 
Iraq, Afghanistan, Kuwait, and Bahrain. Many 
are also serving in the 53-nation U.S. Africa 
Command, particularly in the Horn of Africa 
area. The rest are serving elsewhere in the 
world.

10 Dec 1982: First trident Sub returned from first 
deterrent patrol

On 10 December 1982, The nuclear powered USS Ohio (SSBN-
726), first Trident-Class Submarine, returned from its first deterrent 
patrol. The USS OHIO is the lead ship of the Trident Class. Her keel 
was laid by Mrs. Robert Taft, wife of Senator Taft, on 10 April 1976 
at Electric Boat Division of General Dynamics Corporation, Groton, 
Connecticut.  On 2 February 1978, the OHIO (SSBN 726) Pre-
commissioning Unit was formed. Commander A. K. Thompson was 
its Commanding Officer.

Coast Guard Associations Installation

Five Navy Leaguers attended the Installation of the Silverdale 
Chapter of the Coast Guard Chief Petty Officer’s Association 
and the Kitsap Branch of the Coast Guard Enlisted Association 
on Wednesday, January 16th. The installation was held in the 
Naval Base Kitsap-Bangor Chapel and was sponsored by CDR 
Tom Sullivan, Commanding Officer of the Marine Force Protection 
Unit Bangor. In addition to the installation of both associations, 
the officers of each were introduced and sworn in. Following 
the ceremony cake and refreshments were served for all in 
attendance. In addition to a large number of MFPU members, 
several retired CPO’s were in attendance as well.

USCGC Sea Fox 
WPB-87374



December Tour:  Safeboats

On December 7, 2012 19 fortunate council members and guests had the opportunity to 
visit and tour an amazing company “home ported” right here in Bremerton, Safe Boats 
International.  Safe Boats started in a local garage in 1997, got a kick start with a 700 
boat order from the US Coast Guard, and have regularly grown to now occupy their 
60,000 square foot main building in Bremerton.  There is a second auxiliary facility in 
Tacoma.  There are 380 employees, 200 of whom are welders.  Boats are manufactured 
for military, law enforcement and fire protection purposes for the USA and 40 (allied) 
countries.  Fully 97% of their product originates or is manufactured in the USA.   Scraps 
from the marine grade aluminum used are recycled and their designs incorporate safety 
redundancy.  There has never been a sinking of a Safe Boats product.  Their corporate 
motto is God, Country and Safe Boats.  For more about Safe Boats check their web site…
www.safe boats.com.  And don’t miss the next tour.

Due to the need to keep the tour groups small we toured in two sections, but overlapped 
for lunch with the employees.  Sincere thanks are due to Bryan McConaughy of Safe 
Boats, and to Byron Faber for arranging the tour.

It’s a good thing that Safe Boats is on our side!
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the 

luncheon and the tours. 

February 7 Deadline for lunch registration. Please 
Call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for 
your lunch registration.

February 12  - Monthly Luncheon Capt Berverly Havlik 
Commanding Officer USCGC Healy

February 12  - Board of Directors at Silverdale 
Firestation 5:30 PM

February 15 – Vigor Shipyard Tour  at 10:15 AM -  on 
Harbor Island Seattle

March 12 -  Radm Taylor USCG monthly Luncheon

March  13 – Keyport Tour  1 PM

April – Manchester Fuel Depot and WSDF Hatchery 
Tour

May - Armed Forces Festival Activities

June 25 – Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles Tour

July 11 – Coast Guard Station Seattle Tour

Mark your calendars for the Armed Forces Festival in 
May.

The Bremerton Chamber of Commerce is busy making plans for the  best 
ever Armed Forces Festival. This year, activities honoring our military and 
their families will include a big culinary competition, a motorcycle run, a golf 
tournament, a special author visit, a senior enlisted event for E-7 to E-9’s, the 
Armed Forces Ambassador Scholarship Program, a bigger and better parade 
and our Gala Extravaganza at the Admiral Theater. 

More details will be available in future newsletters and on the website. 
Information is available at the Bremerton Chamber of Commerce           
http://www.bremertonchamber.org/parade.php

The Great Cris Larsen is again chairing these events.

2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                         Tim Katona
                                   360.674.2628 

               mayflower616@donobi.net  
Vice President            Larry Salter         

               360.434.8932                         

Secretary                    Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                      Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate               George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                  Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

È Alan Beam 
È Tom Danaher
È Catherine Erhardt
È Drake Evans 
È Byron Faber 
È Pat Faber
È Robert Hoag 
È Robert Cairns 
È Doug Garner 
È Dodie Garner 
È Bob Lamb 
È Neva Lamb  
È Helen Miller  
È Tina Salter 
È Mike Sharp 
È Ruth Bond
È James Walkowski

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of 
the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

or email: arbeam@aol.com

The Bremerton-Olympic Council wishes to express our 
appreciation to Kirk Piering our outstanding Graphic 
Layout Artist who’s extraodinary skills made the 
publication of this newsletter possible. We wish him 
Fair Winds and Following Seas in his future endeavors.




