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Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/
groups/79505435837

CELEBRATING STRATEGIC WEAPONS FACILITY PACIFIC 
(SWFPAC) 50TH ANNIVERSARY

September’s Luncheon Speaker is Capt Michael Baretela, Commanding 
Officer Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific.

Commissioned as POLARIS Missile Facility 
Pacific (POMFPAC) in 1964, the POLARIS 
A3 missile facility was in full production and 
providing the Fleet with high-quality missiles 
by December of that year. Strategic Weapons 
Facility Pacific (SWFPAC) Provides assembly, 
storage, checkout, onload and offload of Tri-
dent missiles; ensures custody, accountability 
and control of nuclear weapons and material; 
and provides technical engineering services for 
guidance, missile, and launcher support equip-
ment.

Captain Michael Baretela reported to his first Submarine, USS ALASKA 
(SSBN 732) (GOLD) in July 1993 and made five Strategic Deterrent Pa-
trols out of Bangor, Washington. In 1998, Captain Baretela was selected 
for transfer to the Engineering Duty Officer (EDO) community. Captain 
Baretela has served 6 tours tours with the Strategic Systems Programs 
Office, the last one as Commanding Officer of Program Management 
Office, Strategic Systems Programs (PMOSSP), Shipboard Systems.
In 2009 Captain Baretela reported for an Operation Iraqi Freedom Indi-
vidual Augmentee (IA) tour. He was responsible for ensuring that every 
tactical ground vehicle in Iraq was equipped with life-saving Counter 
Radio Controlled Improvised Explosive (IED) Device Electronic War-
fare (CREW) systems
This is Captain Baretela’s second tour at Strategic Weapons Facility 
Pacific (SWFPAC), Silverdale, WA. He served as the Weapons Officer 
from 2006 to 2008. He assumed command of SWFPAC on 21 January 
2013.
Doors open at 11 am and the program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor 
Conference Center Trident Ball Room
Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch 
registration.
Please call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is Sept 2
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license. Spell your 
name to help make certain that it will be correct on the gate access sheet

NEW MEMBERS

Candice Merrill

Carolyn Danker’s Celebration of Life

The Celebration of Carolyn’s life will be 
held in October. More details will be pro-
vided as the become available. 
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August has been a slow month for Navy League.  We had a great luncheon on August 12th to 
celebrate the USCG Birthday.  RADM Richard Gromlich was our guest speaker and we recog-
nized the Enlisted Person of the Quarter from our three Coast Guard adopted units:  Air Station 
/ Sector Field Office, Port Angeles; Maritime Force Protection Unit, Bangor; and Station Seat-
tle.

In September we will be recognizing the Strategic Weapons Facility, Pacific (SWFPAC) 50th 
Anniversary.  Capt Mike Baretela, SWFPAC Commanding Officer will be our guest speaker.  Hope to see you 
there.

We are gearing up for hosting the largest Veterans Day Celebration in the state at the Kitsap County Fair-
grounds.  Because November 11th falls on the second Tuesday of the Month, we will be moving our lun-
cheon—stay tuned for details.

Thank you for all you do to support Navy League and enjoy the rest of the summer, Larry

President’s Corner

28 Sept: Celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 1st flight around the world
Celebrate the 90th anniversary of the 1st flight around the world. Over 50,000 people greeted the returning 
Douglas Cruisers and US Army Air Service airmen as they landed at Naval Station Sand Point at 1:28pm on 
September 28, 1924. The logistics of the 175 day journey were primarily the responsibility of the US Navy 
and Coast Guard. The project was truly a joint service effort and a key element US military capability develop-

ment.

At 1:28pm, exactly 90 years later, Bob Dempster 
will arrive with Seattle II, a reproduction Douglas 
Cruiser at Sand Point. He will be greeted by City 
officials and interviewed by a modern day Lowell 
Thomas on the exploits of the journey.

This event will be part of a Naval Air Station 
Sand Point Reunion (1925-1995).For more De-
tails (http://www.sandptnavsta.org/2014/Reunion.
html)

Over the last decade, Bob Dempster and a small 
group of volunteer craftspeople have constructed 
a remarkably accurate replica of a Douglas World 

Cruiser, and the Dempsters plan to re-create the original 73-leg round-the-world feat.

The original record flight was not only a technological milestone but also an organizational and logistical tri-
umph, orchestrated by the U.S. Army Air Service. Some 30 spare engines, standby floats and wheeled landing 
gear—the World Cruisers would use both setups—plus fuel and support personnel were stationed all along the 
route, with U.S. Navy vessels spaced along the overwater legs. Four World Cruisers started the flight. One, 
Seattle, crashed in Alaska not long after the start of the epic journey, and Boston ditched in the North Atlantic 
four months later. (Both crews were rescued.) New Orleans and Chicago survived the entire circumnavigation, 
joined by the prototype, christened Boston II.
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History of Naval Ammunition Depot Bangor

The land for the Bangor base, 7,000 acres on the East side of the Hood Canal and approximately 500-600 
acres directly across the Canal on the Toandos Peninsula, was purchased from local landowners beginning in 
1941, and completed by 1944. In 1943 the Marginal Pier had been built to handle the loading of ammunition 
on Navy transport ships headed for the Pacific Theater during WWII.

In those early days the base was commissioned as Naval Ammunition Depot, Bangor “Bangor” was the name 
of the small community where the acreage was located, which, in turn was named after Bangor, Maine due to 
their geographical similarities (mountains, evergreen trees, inland waters and artesian wellwater).

Ammunition handling was Bangor’s chief mission all through WWII, the Korean Conflict, and the Vietnam 
era.

Commissioned as POLARIS Missile Facility Pacific 
(POMFPAC) in 1964, the POLARIS A3 missile facil-
ity was in full production and providing the Fleet with 
high-quality missiles by December of that year. The 
“jewel” of Strategic Systems Programs’ (SSP’s) Fleet 
Ballistic Missile ( FBM) program for the Pacific was 
recommissioned Strategic Weapons Facility Pacific 
(SWFPAC) in July 1974. Along with the command 
name change, came a new mission: SWFPAC would 
become the missile production facility for the new 
generation FBM deterrent weapons—the TRIDENT I 
(C4) missile. By August 1980, SWFPAC was approved 
as a TRIDENT-capable facility and production of the 
new missile began. The first of 8 TRIDENT submarines 
assigned to protect American soil and interests in the Pacific, USS OHIO, arrived in August 1982, becoming 
the first of the Pacific TRIDENT Submarine Fleet.

In February 1977 Naval Ammunition Depot stood down and the base was commissioned as Naval Submarine 
Base, Bangor. In August of 1982 the first Trident submarine, USS Ohio, arrived at the Delta Refit Pier on the 
Bangor waterfront. It was followed thereafter about every 10 months with the arrival of seven more Trident 
submarines, for a total of eight boats. Ten more Tridents were built, each of them going to Kings Bay.
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July 25: Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor Change of Command
CG MFPU Bangor change of command Bangor WA –  Cmdr. Michael L. Schoonover relieved Cmdr. Thomas 
P. Sullivan as commanding officer of Coast Guard Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor, during a change-of-
command ceremony held at Naval Base Kitsap in Silverdale, Friday. Rear Adm. Richard T. Gromlich, com-
mander of the 13th Coast Guard District, presided over the ceremony.

Schoonover previously served as the chief of response at Coast 
Guard Sector Puget Sound in Seattle, where he was responsible 
for all search and rescue, homeland security, law enforcement 
and pollution response efforts along the northern Washington 
Coast, and in the Strait of Juan de Fuca, Puget Sound and San 
Juan Islands.

The mission of MFPU Bangor is to protect special, high-value 
units in their homeport transit areas, as part of the ports, wa-
terways and coastal security mission. The Coast Guard crews 

assigned to MFPU Bangor are trained and equipped to provide security escorts to a variety of Navy assets tran-
siting the Puget Sound and Strait of Juan de Fuca. Crews employ their Coast Guard law enforcement authority 
to enforce a security zone surrounding U.S. Naval submarines in the Sector Puget Sound Captain of the Port 
zone.

The crew of MFPU Bangor completed more than 300 escorts of Navy submarines through Puget Sound and 
the Strait of Juan de Fuca under Sullivan’s command.

Sullivan retired from the Coast Guard after 33 years of service as both an enlisted electronics technician and a 
commissioned officer, during a retirement ceremony following the change of command.  He plans to remain in 
the Pacific Northwest.

Bremerton Navy League Recognizes Sailors of the Quarter

Three U.S. Coast Guard Enlisted Persons of the Quarter (EPOQs) were recognized by the Navy League of the United States Bremerton/Olympic 
Peninsula Council during an August 12th luncheon. Assembled left to right: Council President, Larry Salter; Thirteenth Coast Guard District Com-
mand Master Chief, BMCM Charles Lindsey; MK2 Christopher Morales, Coast Guard Station Seattle second quarter 2014 EPOQ; AMT1 Christian 
Williams, Coast Guard Air Station/Sector Field Office Port Angeles first quarter 2014 EPOQ; SK1 Brett Lively, Maritime Force Protection Unit--
Bangor third quarter 2014 EPOQ; and Rear Admiral Richard Gromlich, Commander, Thirteenth Coast Guard District.
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Coast Guard MFPU Bangor Welcomes Special Visitor
His eyes lit up as he climbed into the driver’s seat. He took over 
the controls and carefully split the throttles, spinning the boat in 
circles. A huge grin spread across his face. With a Coast Guard 
ball cap resting neatly on his head, Christopher Marten felt like a 
member of the crew.
“It is easy to take things for granted some days and to not see 
yourself as necessarily important,” said Petty Officer 3rd Class 
Charles Buchmeier, a boatswain’s mate assigned to Coast Guard 
Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor in Silverdale, Washing-
ton. “And then someone like Chris comes into your life and is so 
excited about everything you do, which feels great.” 
When Chris and Buchmeier met months before, neither of them 

could have predicted that their friendship would lead to this special opportunity to share a common interest: 
the Coast Guard. Buchmeier met Chris, a 46-year-old grocery bagger with exceptional needs, during a routine 
trip to a local grocery store.  “Chris is always helpful, smiling and engaging with people,” said Buchmeier. 
“He was very excited the first time he learned I was in the Coast Guard.” Chris would greet Buchmeier when 
he visited the store and follow him around, exclaiming that the Coast Guard was “number one!” They devel-
oped a friendly relationship. One day while walking into the store, Buchmeier saw Chris leaving. He quickly 
returned to his car and retrieved an old Coast Guard ball cap of his. Chris was climbing into his father’s truck 
when Buchmeier caught up with him and gave him the hat.
Chris’ father, Norman Marten, a former Marine and member of the Bremerton Olympic Peninsula Navy 
League, witnessed the gesture. His Navy League chapter sponsors MFPU Bangor, providing them with support 
and resources. Norman had met the commanding officer of MFPU Bangor, Cmdr. Thomas Sullivan, at pre-
vious events, and called to thank him for Buchmeier’s kind gift.  “He basically said Petty Officer Buchmeier 
made Chris’ day by giving him his ball cap,” said Sullivan. “It’s the little things like that that don’t often make 
it back to the commanding officer, but that did.” 
Sullivan invited Norman and Chris to MFPU Bangor for a tour and an underway trip on a 64-foot Special Pur-
pose Craft – Screening Vessel. “It was my way of giving back in one small, but important, way,” said Sullivan.  
“I’ve known Chris’ father for three years, and I’ve seen how supportive his Navy League chapter is of us.”
Three weeks before Norman and Chris’ visit, Buchmeier finished his coxswain qualification for the SPV-SC. 
The small boat coxswain is responsible for the safe operation of the vessel, as well as the overall safety of all 
crewmembers and passengers. “I’ll never forget the look in Chris’ eyes when he walked down the pier and saw 
me standing next to the SPC-SV,” said Buchmeier. “It was just pure happiness and enjoyment.”
After mooring to the dock, the crew surprised Chris by advanc-
ing him to the honorary rank of petty officer 2nd class. “A lot 
of what we do is secret squirrel stuff,” said Sullivan, referring 
to the MFPU’s primary mission of escorting Navy submarines. 
“Whenever we get the opportunity to showcase what we do, the 
crew gets a lot of return for that. This was Coasties volunteering 
their time to help out Buchmeier and his friend.” On the way back 
to the MFPU office, Chris greeted passersby and showed off his 
new rank insignia. He could be heard along the pier proclaiming, 
“Coast Guard number one!” 
For the crew of MFPU Bangor, it was another day on the water, an 
opportunity to raise the visibility of the Coast Guard and a way to 
give back to those who support the Service. But for Chris, it was 
an opportunity to live out a dream and spend the day with a friend.
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Astoria Oregon Area Tour 26-27 August

Our latest tour to Astoria, OR over two days was really 
four tours in one all involving USCG facilities and 13 
Navy Leaguers attended.  We started Monday morning, 
August 25th, with the Columbia River Air Station just 
west of Astoria where the rescue helicopters are stationed.  
Our tour guide here was one of the pilots of these amazing 
63’ humming birds, LT Adriana Knies.  We had a close-
up look at the helos, MH-60T Jayhawks, and a chance to 
hear from and talk to some of the rescue swimmers who’s 
training and capabilities are truly amazing.  The rescue 
swimmers are the folks who are lowered or jump into the 
water (or maybe the side of a cliff), they are physically 
and mentally fit to an unnatural degree, they are fully 

qualified EMT’s and they are totally dedicated to saving lives which they do on a regular basis.  Our guide 
during this part of the tour was AC3 Brian Rodriquez, who explained that the 6-month basic training course 
has a dropout rate of 75%, includes mountain training and requires recertification every 15 months.  This kind 
of reminds me of the Navy SEALS BUDs basic training.  

 Later the same day we toured the Aids to Navigation Station in Astoria (think Buoys and Light Houses).  Al-
though this subject may seem esoteric to some, it turned out to be a very interesting experience.  The mechan-
ics and machinery used to keep the buoys and other navigation aids working was an intriguing topic to learn 
about from some very knowledgeable people.  Our guide here was BM2 Jonathan Fairbank.  I was particularly 
interested to learn how the buoys in the Puget Sound shipping channel, in 600’ of water, are able to stay put in 
fairly significant currents with aircraft carrier sized ships buzzing by and depending on them to stay in the right 
traffic lane.  This station is the home Port for the USCG Buoy Tender Fir.

Tuesday morning found us back on the Washington side of 
the river at the Cape Disappointment National Motor Life-
boat School.  Our tour guide was the unit CO, BOSN4 Kevin 
Clark, a 30-year Coast Guard veteran.  This is the only school 
for rough weather surf rescue operations in the country and 
students, up to 150 per year, occasionally come from Canada 
and other countries.  Of the five classes available, the Heavy 
Weather Coxswain Course is the “meat and potatoes of the 
school.” The course provides students with the specific skills 
needed to operate the motor lifeboat in the rough weather 
environment for which it was designed. The course stresses 
rough weather towing, surf operations, motor lifeboat han-
dling, and risk management.  The goal of the Coasties attend-
ing this school is the “Surfman” designation; there are currently only 200 Surfmen in the entire Coast Guard.  
The 47-footer is the current MLB in use at the school taking the place of the 44-footer in 1996.  The Columbia 
River bar, aka the “Graveyard of the Pacific,” provides an ideal rough weather training environment with its 
deep river channel, rock jetties, coastal surf zones, and waves that can often exceed 20 feet.  Our tour began 
with a presentation of the school’s history and function and then moved into the amazing 47’ self-righting 
motor lifeboats that are currently used in all of the 20 river bar surf stations in the country.  We also saw some 
impressive videos of these boats in action and then were treated to a tour of one of these boats.  The day ended 
with a self-guided tour of one of the two lighthouses at Cape Disappointment.
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2014 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                    Larry Salter 
360-373-1295            

Vice President                                         Erin Sorensen
Vice President                                            Neva Lamb
Secretary                                                      Ruth Bond
Treasurer                                             David Ellingson 
Judge Advocate                                        George Rose
 
Immediate Past President                           Tim Katona                         

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

• Alan Beam 
• Robert Cairns
• Tom Danaher   
• Charlotte Erhardt
• Byron Faber 
• Pat Faber  
• Heidi Hottinger 
• Joe Hulsey 
• Jack James
• Bob Lamb 
• Cynthia Martin  
• Helen Miller  
• Tina Salter 
• Kevin Torcolini

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of the 
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States. It is published monthly and provided to 
all members. 

Editorial Board                                            Alan Beam ,  Kevin Torcolini

Graphic Layout                                            Alan Beam
Published by                                                Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. Items for 
publication, changes of address, and inquires should be sent 
to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312

 

2 Sept - Navy League BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community 
Center
9 Sept - Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK 
Bangor
28 Sept -  90th Anniversary Celebration of the first flight around the world 
@ Sand Point, Seattle
7 Oct - Navy League BOD Meeting 5:00 PM Jackson Park Community 
Center
14 Oct - Navy League Luncheon 11:30 AM @ Trident Ballroom NBK 
Bangor
16 Oct Tour JBLM (Army), Combat similator 10:00 AM

Planing Ahead

Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837

Tour Planing
Sept - we’ve been told that we would have a tour of SWFPAC at Bangor in 
the 3rd week of Sept

16 October @ JBLM Army tour 10:00 - 3:00 PM, Tour to include a Combat 
Similator. We will be riding in a Humvee and attacked by bad guys in a video 
simulator, . And we all have to work together to fight off the bad guys. The 
weapons you will use are the real ones except they’ve been altered to fire 
electronic bullets

They’ll show us the Stryker vehicles and give us the JBLM briefing and have 
a lunch at one of their dinning facilities.

October TBD USS Stennis 

November TBD - JBLM McChord field to tour the flight line, and a C17 
transport plane

Navy League Cruise to Hawaii
Feb - 2 week cruise to Hawaii on Princess, leaving from Los Angeles, tour of 
the Pearl Harbor base on the 23rd.

The cruise leaves the 
port of Los Angeles on 
Feb 17, and gets back on 
Mar 4.  It is on the Grand 
Princess.  We took this 
cruise this last Feb and it 
was fantastic.

You can go to the 
Princess cruise web site   
http://www.princess.com/  
, select “Plan a Cruise”, 

then “Search Cruises” Ours is found if you select “Hawaii”, 9-15 days, and 
leaving Los Angeles.

For More details contact Byron Faber Email: byfaber@centurytel.net, Cell: 
360-434-1144

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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