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9/11 Luncheon Speaker
RDML Markham K. Rich

Commander, Navy Region Northwest

W e are honored 
to have 

our brand new 
Commander of Navy 
Region Northwest 
share some of his 
ideas and experiences 
about what has 
happened following 
the events of 2001.  
RDML Rich is an 
experienced aviator 
who has accumulated 
more than 3,600 
flight hours and 
900 carrier-assisted 
landings.  He has 
flown the F-14 
Tomcat in VF-14, and 
completed operational tours in VF-143, 
VF-102, and served as an instructor and 
as the Executive Officer of VF-109, the 
F-14 Fleet Replacement Squadron.  He 
joined VF-32 in April 2000 as Executive 
Officer, and commanded the Swordsmen 
from August 2001 until December 2011.

RDML Rich’s shore tours include 
assignments to the OPNAV staff as 
Deputy, Strike Aircraft Plans and to the 
United States Space Command Policy 
and International Affairs Division. 
Plans Directorate, where he served 
as the Chief of Warning Policy and 
Russia Desk Officer.  Additionally, 
RDML Rich was a 2004-2005 Secretary 
of Defense Corporate Fellow, assigned 
to Honeywell International. He was 
Assistant Chief of Staff, Operations, 
Plans and Training for Carrier Strike 
Group Five: Executive Officer and later 
the CO of Naval Air Station Oceana, Va: 

and Chief of Staff to 
Commander, Navy 
Region Southwest in 
San Diego, CA.  He 
assumed duties as 
Commander, Navy 
Region Northwest in 
June 2012.

Rear Admiral 
Rich is authorized 
to wear the Legion 
of Merit (three 
awards), Defense 
M e r i t o r i o u s 
Service Medal, 
the Meritorious 
Service Medal (three 
awards), the Strike/
Flight air Medal 

(two awards), the Navy and Marine 
Corps Commendation Medal (two 
awards), the Navy and Marine Corps 
Achievement Medal (three awards), and 
numerous unit, service and campaign 
citations.

We look forward to welcoming Rear 
Admiral Rich and hearing about his 
experiences and some of the challenges 
he sees in the future.  We are also 
delighted to welcome his wife, Brook, 
who will be transferring her Navy League 
membership to our council. 

Please sign up early for this luncheon 
and invite your friends to join you.  Doors 
open at 11 am and program begins at 
11:45 am at the Bangor Conference 
Center-Trident Ball Room.

Contact Roni Lane, Veterans United 
Home Loans for lunch reservations. 
Email rlane@vu.com or call 360 692-
3856 x7002.
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COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

ó Air Management Solutions 

ó AMI International

ó Concurrent Technologies Corp

ó EJB Facilities Services

ó Evergreen Transfer & Storage

ó First Command Financial 
 Planning, Inc.

ó FMA Chapter 14

ó Kitsap Sun

ó Land Title Company

ó National Center for Manufacturing 
 Sciences

ó Navy Federal Credit Union

ó Pacific NW Defense Coalition

ó Patriots Landing

ó Raytheon Integrated Defense Systems

ó Suquamish Clearwater Casino Resort

ó TriWest Healthcare Alliance

ó Veterans United Home Loans

Welcome Aboard

NEW MEMBERS

CORPORATE  SPONSORS

ó Vigor Shipyards

ó Concurrent Technologies Corp

ó Niles Fowler

ó Ken Millsap

ó Brook Rich
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Wanted  
Newsletter 
Editor

Follow us on 
Facebook

B eing the Editor of our Council 

Newsletter is a great way to 

become more involved with the Council 

activities and to be more creative. 

The newsletter has received first 

place for large Councils in the  by Navy 

League for three of the last four years.  

This is a great way to share all of the 

very positive news of the Sea Services 

and our members. There is always more 

news available than space and we are 

very fortunate to have a superb graphic 

designer and printer. 

It has been my privilege to be editor 

for almost three years and now it is time 

to pass the baton.

If you are interested or know of 

someone who might be interested, 

please contact me at c.dankers@

wavecable .com or 360 769-7415.

Thank you,
Carolyn Dankers

W e are attempting to reach out to 

all our members and friends in a 

manner that is relevant to their lives. In 

addition to our webpage and newsletter, 

we have reinvigorated our facebook 

page.  We use this site to post local Pacific 

Northwest naval activities and news 

articles of interest.  Take a look at the 

updated site and tell us what you think.

Navy League of the United States 

Bremerton Olympic Peninsula 

Council http://www.facebook.com/

groups/79505435837/

Alan R Beam

arbeam@aol.com

SEATTLE (Aug. 4, 2012) The U.S. Navy flight demonstration squadron, the Blue Angels 
perform over Lake Washington during the annual Seattle Seafair. (U.S. Navy photo by Mass 
Communication Specialist 3rd Class Timothy M. Black/ Released) 

President’s Message
A ugust is always 

an exciting 
month with so 
many activities, 
including the 
following:

Area Councils 
worked together to support a welcoming 
barbecue for more than 600 sailors 
arriving from San Diego to Everett for 
Fleet Week in Seattle.  Sea Fair and Fleet 
Week were exciting with the Navy and 
Coast Guard highly visible everywhere. 
They were having a great time as they 
hosted thousands of people aboard the 
ships for tours and special events. I was 
excited to be able to have a very close and 
personal view of the Blue Angels as they 
performed over Lake Washington.  They 
are truly amazing.

PSNBA hosted a great event honoring 
Congressman Norm Dicks on August 6.  
Admiral Kirk Donald, Director of Nuclear 
Propulsion spoke of the Congressman’s 
continued support for a strong Navy.  
The Congressman had to feel loved and 
cherished by all of the tributes given him 
that evening.

We celebrated the United States Coast 
Guard’s 222nd birthday at our monthly 
luncheon and learned about some of the 
challenges they face and how they protect 
us on a daily basis by Air Station/SFO/ Port 

Angeles, the Maritime Force Protection 
Unit at Bangor and Station Seattle.   Each 
has a wonderful history and deserves 
our complete support for what they do. 
We were also honored to recognize some 
outstanding Navy personnel from the 
Trident Training Facility.

This is a time of the year for Change of 
Commands and Retirement Ceremonies.  
For me, these ceremonies are bittersweet, 
as we have come to know and respect the 
people who are leaving, but know they are 
going to new adventures and we are happy 
to welcome the new people.

The Marine Corps Security Force 
Battalion performed beautifully for their 
Summer Parade.  They were also great 
to watch the performance at the Jane 
Wayne Days.  I bet some of the Olympic 
athletes would have a difficult time doing 
the things that this group does on a daily 
basis. 

Speaking of changes, it is time to select 
officers and Board members for 2013.  
Please contact Larry Salter or Will Lent 
if you are interested in becoming more 
active in our organization.  We will ask for 
two members to serve on the nominating 
committee at our September meeting.

Thank you for all that you are doing 
to support our military and our country.

Sincerely,
Carolyn Dankers

mailto:c.dankers%40wavecable.com?subject=
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Wheelchairs 
Needed

S ome of our visitors to the 
Bremerton Marina who want to 

visit the Lone Sailor Memorial need 
a little extra assistance in getting 
down to the breakwater according 
to the Bremerton Marina Operation 
Manager, Kathy Garcia.  So, if you 
have an extra wheelchair that is still 
in good operating condition and you 
would like to donate it to the Port of 
Bremerton, Kathy will provide storage 
and care for it.

Her telephone number is 360 373-
1035 x221.  Her office is right on the 
Boardwalk at 120 Washington Beach 
in Bremerton.

T he USS Stennis welcomed Defense 
Secretary Leon Panetta on his 

recent visit.
Last month, the secretary had approved 

the request to deploy the Stennis with its 
strike group four months earlier than had 
been originally planned.  He told the 2,300 
sailors aboard that “All of you deserve a 
tremendous amount of credit for the great 
job the Stennis has done in the past and 
will do in the future.”

He further added, “It’s tough.  We’re 
asking an awful lot of each of you.  And 
frankly, you are the best I have – and when 
the world calls, we have to respond.”

Panetta outlined for the sailors the 
defense strategy announced earlier this 

Sailors Recognized for their Outstanding Performances

Secretary of Defense Visits
the USS Stennis

year, describing his four priorities in setting 
that strategy: maintain the world’s best 
military; cut defense spending judiciously, 
not across the board; examine all aspects 
of military spending to determine those 
cuts; and keep faith with service members 
now in uniform by preserving their pay 
and benefits. 

The secretary said the current two-
carrier United States presence in the Gulf 
region is not set to end at any particular 
time.  “Clearly, two carriers are important 
to us in order to have the ability to confront 
any emergency.”

The USS Stennis is set to deploy the last 
week of August and we wish the crew, the 
officers and their families the very best.

O ne of the 
h i g h l i g h t s 

of Navy League is 
the opportunity to 
highlight the young 
men and women 
who go beyond the 
expectations and are 
deemed outstanding 
by their peers and 
officers.

At our August 
luncheon, we were 
honored by meeting 
several of these 
outstanding people.  
The first three 
are signed by the 
Commander, Naval 
Education Training 
and Command, which 
indicates that these 
people competed with the best in the 
country.

Machinist’s Mate Second Class 
(submarines) Keith A. Kaiser, USN – 
For meritorious service while serving 
as an instructor for Trident Training 
Facility, Bangor, Washington from 
January 2011 through December 2011.  As 
course supervisor for the torpedo room 
supervisor course and weapons handling 
team trainer, Petty Officer Kaiser ensured 
100% operability and maintained the 

courses with the most 
up-to-date changes. 

His instruction 
i m p r o v e d 
performance of the 23 
local submarine crews 
on tactical readiness 
evaluations.  Leading 
to his selection as 
Naval Education and 
Training Command’s 
2011 Junior Enlisted 
Instructor of the year.  
By his unswerving 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n , 
wise judgment, and 
complete dedication 
to duty, Petty Officer 
Kaiser reflected credit 
upon himself and 
upheld the highest 
traditions of the 

United States Naval Service.
Sonar Technician Submarines First 

Class (SS) Stephen J. Brown, USN – 
Meritorious  service while serving as lead 
sonar instructor for Trident Training 
Facility, Bangor, WA from October 
2010 to September 2011.  Petty Officer 
Brown consistently performed his 
demanding duties in an exemplary and 
highly professional manner.  He directly 
contributed to the qualification of over 50 
instructors as master training specialists.

He also mentored 30 “C” school 
students and was instrumental in 
the command maintaining a 30% 
advancement rate as the Command 
Educational Service Officer, leading to 
his selection as Naval Education and 
Training Command’s 2011 Sailor of the 
Year.  By his unswerving determination, 
wise judgment, and complete dedication 
to duty, STS1 Brown reflected great credit 
upon himself and upheld the highest 
traditions of the United States Naval 
Service.

Lieutenant Kenneth E. Morris, USN 
– For meritorious service while serving 
as an instructor, Trident Training 
Facility, Bangor, WA, from January 
2011 through December 2011.  As lead 
instructor for the Tactical Training, his 
unsurpassed expertise coupled with 
his limitless enthusiasm provided the 
highest quality training in vital mission 
areas, ensuring maximum fleet readiness 
during 780 hours of team training and 
480 hours of classroom instruction.  His 
efforts improved performance across 
the command, leading to his selection 
as Naval Education and Training 
Command’s 2011 Officer Instructor of the 
Year.  By his unswerving determination, 
wise judgment, and complete dedication 
to duty, Lt. Morris reflected credit upon 
himself and upheld the highest traditions 
of the United States Naval Service.
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Restoration at Hal’s Corner

A t the north end of the Warren Street 
Bridge is a small Bremerton  city 

park with a big history.  In May of 1974, 
the park was officially dedicated to Hal 
Fischler by the Bremerton Navy League 
Council.  Mr. Fischler was one of the 
founding fathers of the council in May of 
1948 and continued with his strong sup-
port of the military and of the commu-
nity.  When he passed away on July 14, 
1973, the Navy League members decided 
that they wanted to do something special.  
They were able to obtain the anchor of the 
USS Bremerton (CA-130), a Baltimore 
Class heavy cruiser when it was stricken 
from the Naval Vessel register in October 
of 1973.  A plaque dedicating the park to 
Hal Fischler  is still on display at the park. 
Plus there was a  small plaque that was 
attached to the anchor of the USS Bremer-
ton (CA 130) that showed the stress of 
time and vandals so Byron Faber, a  cur-
rent member of the Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council, had it removed and it 
will be replaced along with a plaque of the 
USS Bremerton (SSN 698), adopted by the 
council and the City of Bremerton.

The story continues.  Marion (Mick) 
Hersey, MSCS(AW)  US Navy Retired 
has been cleaning up and restoring his-
torical places and markers on  a volunteer 
basis for several years.  One of his first big 
projects was restoring all of the beautiful 

markers on the Bremerton Harborside 
Boardwalk.  He has continued to organize 
crews or  just work alone bringing these 
spots back to life.  On August 17 and 18, 
he trimmed the trees and bushes at what 
has become known as Hal’s Corner.  On 
Saturday, the 18th, he had organized two 
crews to sand and repair the Anchor from 
the USS Bremerton (CA 130)  and the 40 
MM Bofar Anti Aircraft Guns  that are 
like the ones the cruiser had.

Marion Hersey is a remarkable man.   
He makes things happen and at the end 
of the day, the little corner filled with so 
many great memories looks brand new.  
Now he hopes to replace flag and get a  
solar light  for the flag pole.  As he has said, 
he just does this work because it needs to 
be done and someone needs to do it.  For-
tunately, he knows how to do it.  

The following is from Mr. Hersey:

“We cleaned up all the brush, shrub-
bery and tree trimmings, and then 2 teams 
commenced sanding and repainting the 
Anchor from the USS Bremerton and the 
40 MM Bofar Anti Aircraft Guns that are 
like the ones the cruiser had. We worked 
almost 5 hours cleaning and painting.”

 
The following are the individuals that 

participated:

Marion Hersey, MSCS(AW) US Navy 
Ret, Coordinator and Todd Best, assistant 
coordinator. 

USS Ronald Reagan Crewmembers:
•	 Dave & Laura Lynch, Command

Master Chief
•	 John Schwanke
•	 Mauro E. Guevara, BMCM
•	 Jay Schimke, ETCS
•	 Joseph Mulder, LSCS
•	 Joanne Lee, ITCS
•	 Lindsay J. Alvarez, CSC
•	 Mario Moreno, LSC
•	 Latanya Billingslea, RPC

New USS Ronald Reagan Chief Selectees:
•	 Sheryl Mohr, LSC (SEL)
•	 Theo Iman, ASC (SEL)
•	 Gierald Muncal, MMC (SEL)
•	 Mary Akande, ACC (SEL)
•	 Luis Luna, LSC (SEL)
•	 Jose Camacho, MMC (SEL)
•	 Jaime Nunez, MMC (SEL)
•	 Mark Diego, PSC (SEL)
•	 James Shepherd, ETC (SEL)
•	 Warlito Abalos, MMC (SEL)
 
“At the end, we enjoyed pizza donated 

by Boston Pizza, ice donated from Alb-
ertsons and I bought sodas and chicken 
for the team in appreciation for their 
assistance.”
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PFC Lucy Brewer II MCSFBM, Bangor mascot.

RDML Mark Rich, Commander, Navy 
Region Northwest speaking at the Marine 
Summer Parade as the Reviewing Officer.

Historic period uniforms.

The parade is full swing.

Marine Summer Parade

O ur Marine Corps Security Force 
Battalion, Naval Base Kitsap-Ban-

gor put on another spectacular show 
for our community on August 10, 2012.  
This year, beautiful weather at the Sil-
verdale Stadium helped set the positive 
tone for the Pass & Review. 

Guests were treated to the music of 
the Navy Region Northwest Band, the 
sound of the Marine Cannon and the 
living display of historic Marine and 
Navy uniforms accompanied by appro-
priate period music.

PFC Lucy Brewer II, MCF Battal-
ion Mascot participated in the parade.  
Lucy joined the ranks of the few and 
the proud on August 20, 2010.  Accord-
ing to legend, the original Lucy Brewer 
was a farm girl from Massachusetts who 
disguised herself as a man and served 
as a Member of the USS Constitution 
Marine guard during the War of 1812. 

Of course, the marching, the drill 
work and the pageantry of the evening 
are always exciting and special.  This is 
the only place in our country where the 

Summer Parade is open to the public 
and held off base.

RDML Mark Rich, Commander, 
Navy Region Northwest was the Review-
ing Officer and Lt. Colonel Carlin, Com-
manding Officer of the Battalion shared 
some thoughtful comments regarding 
the work of the Battalion. 

Many of our members were able to 
attend this special evening, including 
Will Lent, who chose this event to help 
celebrate his birthday. Happy birthday 
Will.  We are honored to be able to help 
support this event.

Currently, the MCSF Battalion, 
Bangor is the largest of the Security 
Force Battalions in the world.  It is an 
independent Command, capable of 
self-administration, organized to sup-
port and accomplish their own partic-
ular mission.  The Battalion has been 
awarded a Navy Unit commendation, 
three Meritorious Unit Commenda-
tions, and a Commandant of the Marine 
Corps Certificate of Commendation 
(photos by Susan Larsen).
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Volunteers Needed at Puget Sound 
Naval Museum in Bremerton

L ove to talk with people about 
the Navy and the shipyard?  

Interested in meeting other people 
who have similar backgrounds to 
you?  Willing to share your knowledge 
about what makes this area so special?

Then Dick Vlist has just the 
spot for you.  Dick is a former Navy 
League President and a long time 
Navy guy who is having a great 
time volunteering at the local Naval 
Museum.  He says there is room for 
a few more people who would be 
willing to come in for a few hours 
each month.  There are also some very 
special perks for volunteers, including 
a 10% discount at the gift shop and 
some special events.

For more information contact the 
Volunteer Coordinator:

Puget Sound Museum
251 First Street
Bremerton, WA 98337
Phone: 360 627-2274
Email: carolyn.lane@navy.mil

Upcoming Navy League Tours

O ur wonderful tour director, 
Byron Faber has been very busy 

setting up exciting tours for you. 
He will need your response as soon 

as possible as space is limited and 
spots f ill up quickly.

Remember, we are very lucky to 
have the opportunity to participate 
in these tours.  The Navy is very busy 
making certain that all equipment and 
sailors are ready for deployment and 
are often on very tight time schedules. 

Byron’s Contact Information:
byfaber@centurytel.net
Home   360 638-1235
Cell      360 434-1144

1.  For Sept 14 Whidbey Island 
NAS ; info they require for base access 
security check:  legal last & first names, 
driver’s license number & State, Citi-
zenship.

Cameras are OK.  Bring $20 per 
person for us to give to the base MWR 
fund.  The Navy League does not keep 
any of it.

Meet outside the main gate of Ault 
Field about 9:45 AM for the 10 AM 
start time. 

We will go see the water survival 
training experience, lunch at the Offi-
cer’s Club and briefing by the base CO 
or XO and visit squadrons to see about 
the F-18 Growler & P-3 programs.  
Ends about 3 PM

If you want to make a reservation 
to cross on the Port Townsend to Key-
stone ferry, call 1-888-808-7977 or go 
to https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/
Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/Sailing-
Schedule.aspx.

2.  For the Bangor & Sub tour on 
Oct 4 ; info they require for base access 
security check: legal last & first names, 
last 4 of SSN and rank or title (Navy 
League member, or Capt USN Ret, or 
local business person, etc).  Everyone 
MUST be a US citizen to participate in 
this tour.

The folks at the base wanted me to 
remind you that there will be a 20 to 

30 ft ladder to climb down to get into 
the sub & back up to get out.

I’m counting on everyone who 
signed up to be there at the Keyport 
Museum parking lot at about 8:15AM , 
for an 8:30 AM departure time.  If you 
need directions, please let me know 
right away.

Bring Passport or other official ID 
for each person attending.  Bring your 
“request to tour” waiver printed out 
& signed by each person attending.  I 
will email this to you separately.

No cameras or cell phones with 
cameras will be allowed.

Ladies, wear slacks, not dresses, 
and closed toed shoes.  There will be 
some walking, some standing & some 
climbing, but nothing strenuous.

Bring $20 for every person attend-
ing, which will go entirely to the ship’s 
MWR fund. None will be kept by Navy 
League.  Bring some extra cash if you 
want to buy some ship’s logo items, 
such as ball caps, coins, shirts, etc.

 
3.  For the Indian Island Naval 

Magazine tour on Nov 9 ; info they 
require for base access security check: 

legal Last & First names, Company or 
organization, US Citizenship, Date of 
birth, Driver’s license or Govt issued 
ID#.

Meet at the Chimacum Cafe on 
highway 19 (on the Rt) just shortly 
after the Center Rd stop sign about 
11:30 in order to be on site at the gate 
by 12:45.

Besides a briefing about the base, 
we will see many great things they 
have done to further ecology in the 
region, some Eagle’s nests and tour 
through their bunkers & forests.

The tour is usually 2-3 hours with a 
modest amount of walking.

 
4.  For the Safe Boats tour near the 

Bremerton airport on Dec 7; the tour 
begins at 9 AM.  They provide lunch at 
10:30 AM.  

All we need is a list of names.  We 
can have 10-12 and if more want to 
attend, we’ll add another tour.

Please send me the info the Navy 
requires for your party so I can get it 
entered in their Excel spread sheets.

Thanks
Byron Faber

In Memory of
Neil Armstrong

 Naval Aviator and Astronaut
1930 to 2012

mailto:carolyn.lane%40navy.mil?subject=
mailto:byfaber%40centurytel.net?subject=
mailto:https://secureapps.wsdot.wa.gov/Ferries/Reservations/Vehicle/SailingSchedule.aspx?subject=
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the tours.

September 6  Deadline for monthly lunch registration.  Call Roni Lane, Veterans Home

 Loans at 360 692-3856 ext 7002.

September 11 Monthly luncheon: RDML Mark Rich is the speaker (11 am doors open at

 Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ball Room ($15 payable at the door).

September 12 Council board meeting, 1505 Marlow Avenue, Bremerton, 5:30 pm.

September 14 Naval Air Station Whidbey Tour.  

 Call Byron Faber if interested ASAP at 360 638-1235.

September 29 USCG Ball, Bellevue, WA Call 888-627-8084 for reservations and  

 information.

October 4 Tour of Bangor and Submarine (must be a US Citizen). Call Byron Faber

 at  360 638-1235 ASAP.

October 4 Deadline for monthly luncheon registration.  See above note.

October 9 Monthly luncheon:  Merchant Marine speaker.  Doors open at 11 am. 

 Bangor Conference Center, Trident Ballroom.  Bring unwrapped children’s 

 gifts for the holidays.

October 10 Council Board Meeting, 5:30 pm.   Place TBA.

October 31 Halloween.

November 8 Deadline for lunch registration.

November 9 Indian Island Naval Magazine Tour.  Call Byron Faber for reservations at  

 360 638-1235.

November 10 Veterans Day Observance, Kitsap Co. Fairgrounds, Doors open at 9 am.

November 13 Monthly Luncheon:  Marine Corps Birthday Celebration Bring unwrapped 

 gifts for the holidays.

November 14 Council Board Meeting 5:30 pm.   Place TBA.

November 22 Thanksgiving.

  is the official 
newsletter of the Bremerton-Olympic 
Peninsula Council of the Navy League 
of the United States.  It is published 
monthly and provided to all members.
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Susan Larsen

Alan Beam

Graphic Layout Kirk Piering
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We welcome your comments and story 
ideas.  Items for publication, changes of 
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 Now Hear This
 PO Box 5719
 Bremerton, WA 98312

or email: c.dankers@wavecable.com

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS

2012 COUNCIL OFFICERS

President  Carolyn Dankers
  360.769.7415
 c.dankers@wavecable.com

Vice President Tim Katona
 360.674.2628

mayflower616@donobi.net

Secretary Heidi Hottinger

Treasurer Ruth Bond

Judge Advocate George Rose

Immediate Past  
President Carolyn Dankers
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ó Steve Fabry
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Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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