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CORPORATE SPONSORS

ÈVigor Industrial

COMMUNITY AFFILIATES

ÈAir Management Solutions 
ÈAMI International
ÈEvergreen Transfer & Storage
ÈFirst Command Financial Planning.
ÈFMA Chapter 14
ÈKitsap Bank
ÈKitsap Sun
ÈNational Center for  Manufacturing  
Sciences
ÈNavy Federal Credit Union
ÈPacific NW Defense Coalition
ÈPatriots Landing
ÈRaytheon Integrated Defense Systems
ÈSuquamish Clearwater Casino Resort
ÈVeterans United Home Loans

NEW MEMBERS

ÈCynthia Martin

ÈRoni Lane

    
    

Registration!
Please call Evergreen Transfer & Storage at 360 674-2762 for your lunch registration. 
Please call at your earliest convenience.
Cut off for reservations is June 4.
Please give your name as it appears on your driver’s license.
Spell your name to help make certain that it will be correct on the  gate access sheet.
If you do not have base access, you will need to provide your date of birth.
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June 11  Luncheon Speaker
Captain Mark VanYe Chief of 
Staff, Submarine Group Nine

Doors open at 11 am and the program begins at 11:45 at the Bangor Conference Center-Trident 

Ball Room.

Checkout our New Website:
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.
com

Like us on Facebook:
http://www.facebook.com/groups/

79505435837

The June Luncheon Speaker is Captain Mark VanYe, Chief of 
Staff, Submarine Group 9, headquartered at Naval Base Kitsap-
Bangor, Silverdale, Wash. He is responsible for the readiness, 
training, logistical, administrative and personnel support of all 
U.S. ballistic missile (SSBN) and guided missile (SSGN) subma-
rines in the Pacific Northwest. Captain VanYe has commanded 
the USS Maryland (SSBN 738)G,  and Commander Regional 
Support Group Groton/Commanding Officer Naval Submarine 
Support Facility New London. He assumed his current duties as 
Chief of Staff of Submarine Group 9 in March 2013. 

Captain VanYe will speak to us about submarine operations in the 
Pacific

May 27 Memorial Day Service Onboard USS Turner Joy

The general pubic is invited to attend a Memorial Day Service, Monday, May 27 at 10 AM on 
the fantail of the historic ship, USS Turner Joy, on the waterfront in Bremerton. Rear Admiral 
Dietrich Kuhlmann, Commander, Submarine Group 9 will be the Keynote Speaker. The ceremony 
is sponsored by the US Navy League, Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council and coordinated by 
Navy League President Tim Katona, who serves as master of Ceremonies. Come early, as seating 
is limited.

The USS Turner Joy is located near the Bremerton ferry terminal at the north end of the marina. 
Parking is available at the Convention Center nearby. Coffee and donuts will be provided in the 
ship’s crew’s mess after the ceremony.

http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://www.facebook.com/groups/79505435837
http://bremolympicnlus.wordpress.com/2013/04/24/may-27-memorial-day-ceremony-onboard-uss-turner-joy/
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Armed Forces Festival Ambassadors 

A scholarship opportunity that improves students’ research and public speaking skills while building their awareness of the military and business 
communities in Kitsap County. This scholarship opportunity is available to both male and female residents between ages 16 and 20. Since 2002 this 
event has provided scholarships to 63 young adults from the Kitsap County area. Over $40,000 in scholarship has been awarded in the past nine 
years. The results of the May 8th Speakoff were Madison Gahn Lead Ambassador & most tickets turned in, James Wojciechowski 2nd, Valerie Ebbay 
3rd, Kaylee Brace 4th and Best Essay Winner, and Nicoleen Lebita 5th. 

Special Note: Sandra Smith has served as Chair for the Ambassador Program for many years and we applaude her dedication and service as she 
passes the baton to a new person. 

Council Honors Senior Enlisted

Kiana Lodge was the setting for a beautiful, relaxing evening for more than 100 E-7’s to E-9’s and their spouses or special friends.  The Suquamish 
Tribe has helped sponsor this event for the last three years as a way of helping the military gain a better understanding of the local tribal customs, 
enhancing relations between the tribe and the military and providing an opportunity to say thanks for the dedicated work of the military, especially 
the Senior Enlisted. 

Chairman Leonard Foresman, tribal leader of the Suquamish, welcomed the group and spoke of the native sea warriors who have sailed these local 
waterways for several thousand years and who are still actively engaged in preserving their cultural ties with the water. He then joined members of 
his group as they performed the traditional welcome songs and dances.

The group enjoyed clams and oysters on the beach and then a traditional salmon bake.  

Tim Katona, NL Council President shared a bit about Navy League and Cris Larsen welcomed everyone and brought smiles to our faces.  Special 
thanks goes to Carolyn Dankers (Navy League) and Jay Mills (Suquamish Tribe) for all of their work on this event. We are already looking forward 
to next year. 
Armed Forces Festival Parade 

More than 40,000 active-duty service members, retirees and civilians from the Pacific Northwest gathered in Bremerton, Wash., to watch the 65th 
annual Armed Forces Day Parade May 18. The parade was presented by the Bremerton Chamber of Commerce as part of the city’s Armed Forces 
Festival to pay tribute to all veterans past and present.

The Military Grand Marshal of this year’s parade was Rear Admiral Markham Rich, Commander, Navy Region Northwest. Sailors assigned to Navy 
Band Northwest (NBNW), the Nimitz-class aircraft carrier USS John C. Stennis (CVN 74), and the Ohio-class fleet ballistic missile submarine USS 
Kentucky (SSBN 737) also participated in the parade. More than 140 groups participated in the event including active-duty and retired veterans, 
politicians, business representatives and students from the local community.

Parade Results:
Commander’s Award (Best Military Band): Navy Band Northwest
Mayor’s Award: West Sound Military Vehicle Preservation Club
Sweepstakes Award (Best Float): Bremerton Montessori
Grand Marshal’s Award (Best Veteran’s Unit): American Legion #149
Ambassador’s Award (Best Color Guard): Joint Services Color Guard
Festival Award (Judges’ Choice): Bremerton NJROTC (Honorable Mention- Navy Band)
People’s Award (Crowd Favorite) : USS John C. Stennis (Honorable Mention- Lakeside Middle School)
Freedom Award (Best Military Unit): Marine Corps Security Force Battalion
High School Bands (A): First Place: Tenino
High School Bands (AA) : First Place: Bremerton; Second Place: Klahowya

The Bremerton Community did a great job of keeping the parade participates and viewers fed. The Bremerton Lions, aided by Mayor Lent on 
eggs, and Representative Kilmer on sausages fed the crowd a Pre Parade Breakfast. Puget Sound Energy broke out their Emergency Grills and The 
Washington Youth Academy served Hotdogs at the Hero’s Barbeque to Active Duty, Veterans and their families, during  and after the Parade.
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The 16th annual Armed Forces Day Gala is a wrap.  By all accounts 
the evening was a great success and a good time was had by all.  You 
can see from the pictures that the evening was a success.  We had 193 
attendees that ranged from elected officials, an active duty Admiral, two 
retired Admirals, a Senior Executive Service official, numerous Major 
Commanders, Commanders, Command Master Chiefs/Chiefs of the 
Boat, many Sailors of the Year/Quarter most were accompanied by their 
spouses.  The Sea Services were well represented.  

USS Nebraska (SSBN-739) Wins Olympic Trophy

Bremerton Olympic Council President Tim Katona and Capt. Mark VanYe, Chief of Staff, 
Commander Submarine Group 9 presented the Olympic Trophy to Cmdr. Jeff Joseph, Gold 
crew Commanding Officer of the ballistic missile submarine USS Nebraska (SSBN 739). 
The Olympic Trophy is presented annually to the top ballistic missile submarine in the U.S. 
Pacific Fleet.

We are blessed to live in a community who honors their active duty and veteran heroes each 
year with all the Armed Forces Festival events.  Navy League is honored to be part of the 
Festival by providing a formal evening event to cap the celebration.  This event would not 
be possible without the generous support of our sponsors!  Thank you Raytheon Integrated 
Defense Systems; Vigor Shipyards; BAE Systems; Lockheed Martin; Navy Federal Credit 
Union; Evergreen Transfer and Storage; Patriots Landing; Ashford University; Applied 
Technical Systems; and National Center for Manufacturing Sciences for your generous 
support.

The “Master Chief Show” (our Council President, retired 
Master Chief, Tim Katona and his co-emcee, Group Nine 
CMC Rusty Staub) played on one another to provide an 
entertaining introduction of our guests, and orchestrated 
the evening’s festivities. RDML Rich’s remarks were on 
target as he related personal stories of his and Brook’s 
family separation while he was deployed.  We even got 
Mrs. Rich in the act by inviting her up to represent the 
spouses in the audience as Tim Katona presented the “Most 
Important Person in my Sea Warrior’s Life” award.  As Tim 
was presenting to Mrs. Rich, the Armed Forces Festival 
Ambassadors were delivering copies of the award to all 
active duty spouses in attendance.  

Rear Admiral Mark Rich was the Gala guest speaker, as well as the 
Parade Grand Marshall.  He was introduced by the Bremerton Mayor, 
Patty Lent. This year’s Armed Forces Festival and Gala Theme 
was “Because of our Families and for our Future”. This theme was 
effectively woven through the Gala agenda.  Congressman Derek 
Kilmer started the evening with a few remarks before he had to catch 
the red eye back to DC. He thanked the uniformed personnel and their 
families for their service and sacrifice. 

Navy League Armed Forces Day Gala

National Navy League President Makes a Surprise Visit

President Phil Dunmire made a quick stop in our area on his way to Anchorage Alaska for the 
commissioning of the USS Anchorage (LPD-23). During his four day visit, he visited with Navy 
League members and the business community. He Toured the USCGC Healy (WAGB-20) and the 
USS Louisiana (SSBN-743). On his last night here, Navy League members from several councils 
and some military joined him for dinner. Mr Dunmire provided some valuable insight on national 
issues and was very interested in learning more about our area.  
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I believe that the benchmark of our successful Armed Forces Day Festival is best seen through the lens of our participants.  I wasn’t even born yet 
when the first Armed Forces Day Parade was held in Bremerton and here we are 65 years later adding our own “show of gratitude” to all of those 
who have served or are now serving in our military.

We all benefit from “showing up” for planning sessions for each event, practicing and drilling for the parade elements or simply watching, waving 
and saluting from the curb.   It was heart-warming to me to see all of the smiling faces on the people crowded along the parade route.  They have 
been there sixty-five-times, rain or shine, demonstrating “in person”, their support for our troops.  I hope that you enjoyed participating as much as 
me watching the pageantry of the colorful parade and seeing “Big Cris” with his signature smile doing his “magic” whizzing around in his golf cart.

This year our board created a new award for the “Most important person in my sea warrior’s life”, which I proudly presented at the Gala Dinner.  
Having served in the Navy, both on and below the sea, this heartfelt award was born out of our council’s core value appreciation of the family unit.

Thank you for supporting this year’s festival and I hope that you’ve shared in the benefit of being a part of keeping this tradition alive-and-well and 
that “Showing Up” next year will get even better.

Tim Katona, President
Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council 

Navy League of the United States

Dear Fellow Navy Leaguers,

This weekend, as you join with family and friends to mark the beginning of summer with pool openings and barbeques, I hope you will take pause 
to remember why Memorial Day was established 145 years ago. With more than 1.4 million Americans currently wearing the cloth of the nation and 
several millions of veterans, thisday serves as a vital reminder of the importance of expressing our gratitude to all those who are serving, those
who have served, and most importantly on this day, those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice in defense of our great nation.

Since our nation’s creation, it has depended on safe seas for its economic well-being. Thanks to the loyal service of the brave men and women who 
serve in our military, supported by caring families, the United States remains the most powerful and successful nation in the world.

Our Navy League members continue to support our military. As one of our members, your steadfast commitment to our nation is deeply appreciated.
As I conclude my term as National President, I want to convey to you that it has been great my honor and privilege to serve alongside you. As you go 
forward, I encourage you to not only continue your great work in carrying out our mission but to also search for new ways to support the brave men 
and women of our sea services.

Every member, get a member involved,

Philip L. Dunmire
National President

Navy League of the United States
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May 31: Maritime Force Protection Unit Bangor Tour

MFPU Bangor is is a single-mission unit which works jointly with the Navy to escort and 
protect afloat Navy vessels while transiting to and from Naval Base Kitsap – Bangor.   Their 
equipment, includes two 87 foot patrol boats. Their small boats, 64 foot Screening Vessel, 
and 33 foot Law Enforcement Vessel provide outreach to the public regarding transiting 
Naval vessels. Their main purpose is to enforce Naval Vessel Security Zones , Naval Vessel 
Protective Zones, and Regulated Navigation Areas.

The tour is scheduled for Friday, May 31. We will leave the Keyport Museum at 9:30  and  and be driven to their headquarters where CDR Tom 
Sullivan will give us a briefing on the operations of MFPU. We will then go down to the lower base (CG provided van) where we will s ee the boats 
and have the crew explain the capabilities of the various size boats that they use for the MFPU mission. This tour filled quickly. Please let Byron 
Faber know of your interest and he may be able to arrange another tour later in the year – Byron Faber, byfaber@centurytel.net

April 12 Manchester Tour 
On April 12, 2013 a fortunate ten Navy Leaguers were treated to what amounted to four 
tours in one.  Following lunch at Manchester Family Inn we met up with good friend and 
fellow Navy League member Bob Cairns,  Deputy Director at the Manchester Fuel Depot, 
NAVSUP Fleet Logistics Center.  

A few days earlier Bob had been the luncheon guest speaker and had shared interesting 
historical and current information and pictures about Manchester. He took us to see the 
control center, installed in 1997, where they monitor valve settings, fuel flow, and tank 
levels.  

The tanks currently contain jet fuel, diesel, and lube oil.  Thick “black oil” has not been 
stored there since 1987 which obviates the need to steam heat the product to allow it to 
flow.  Monitoring of flow into and out of Manchester, which can reach volumes of 7,000 
gpm, is particularly important.  

Bob also took us for a first hand look  inside one of three 3,100 foot long pipe tunnels built 
when Manchester was constructed during WW II for aerial bombardment protection.  The 
entry door was much like a bulkhead hatch on a WW II submarine.  A neat experience.  

From there we went on a driving tour of Manchester where we saw oil spill abatement 
equipment ready for immediate deployment, the former fire house, the locations of an 
eagle’s nest and a fox den, and a 545 year old pine tree…the sole “old growth” tree on 
the site.  There are normally 30 total employees at Manchester but at present there are 8 
vacancies due to sequestration.  On any given day there are 20-25 workers on duty M-F.

From here we continued on to an adjacent area which had once been a Naval Firefighting 
School and is now Manchester Research Station for the NOAA National Marine Fisheries 
Service Center.  The location is uniquely located because of the ready availability of high 
quality sea water, ample creek and well fresh water and is a state certified quarantine station.  

Work performed here includes salmon science and marine fish science and genetics/evolution study.  There is also a highly regarded gene rescue 
program for the recovery and restoration of threatened species which is done in collaboration with states, tribes, governments and organizations.  
As an example, at Redfish Lake, here in WA sockeye salmon had diminished to only 16 specimens in 1990, close to extinction.  However, through 
the good work of Manchester Research Station the population had rebounded to more than 1,300 by 2010 and continues to increase.  We then had 
the opportunity to take a look at the facilities where fresh sea water is continuously filtered and also at large fish tanks where salmon are raised.  An 
underwater camera in one made viewing the fish much easier.

Our next stop on the van tour was at another co-located facility, the Manchester Environmental Laboratory of the US EPA, one of ten regional 
laboratories.  Manchester serves WA, ID, OR and AK.  Several laboratory operations were discussed and/or observed.  We only looked into the 
Chemical Warfare Agent Analysis area where, fortunately, no work was being done.  We also visited Microbiology where water samples are analyzed 
for biological contaminants.  In Metals Analysis we saw how contaminants such as mercury, arsenic (there are poisonous and non poisonous types) 
and chromium, for example, are identified when present.  Organic Analysis looks for such things as pesticides, PCBs, etc. The science, equipment 
and processes used here are very fascinating.  

Our last stop, within the EPA facility, was the WA State Department of Ecology lab which specializes in identifying petroleum and herbicide 
contaminants using gas chromatography.  The origin of a particular petroleum product can be identified, and usually the ship that spilled it.  

Pretty amazing stuff. We would have been glad to stay longer and no doubt there were questions never asked, but time had run out and it was the end 
of the day…and of the tour.  As always thanks to Byron Faber for setting up the tour and special thanks to Bob Cairns for his part in showing us his 
operation and coordinating with the others.  What a day! Submitted by Norm Marten
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Planning Ahead
For best service, register early for the luncheon and the 
tours. 

  

2013 COUNCIL OFFICERS 

President                                                   Tim Katona
                                                               360.674.2628            
Vice President                                          Larry Salter                  
Secretary                                             Heidi Hottinger 
Treasurer                                                Erin Sorensen
Judge Advocate                                       George Rose 
Immediate Past 
President                                           Carolyn Dankers

COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS  

È Alan Beam 
È Tom Danaher
È Ruth Bond
È Robert Cairns  
È Charlotte Erhardt
È Byron Faber 

È Pat Faber
È Robert Hoag 
È Doug Garner 
È Dodie Garner 
È Bob Lamb 
È Neva Lamb  
È Helen Miller  
È Tina Salter 

Now Hear This is the official newsletter of 
the Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council of 
the Navy League of the United States. It is 
published monthly and provided to all members. 

Editorial Board                                Alan Beam
                                             Carolyn Dankers
 
Graphic Layout                                Alan Beam
Published by                                      Raytheon 

We welcome your comments and story ideas. 
Items for publication, changes of address, and 
inquires should be sent to: 

Editor 
Now Hear This 

PO Box 5719 
Bremerton, WA 98312 

Have you checked out our newly revised website 
and Facebook Page? Alan Beam has done wonders 
at bringing our website back to life. He has also 
created a Facebook filled with current articles 
from a wide variety of reliable sources. The 
Addresses are on the front page, so be certain to 
see what is new!  

. 

May 27 - Memorial Day Ceremony
USS Turner Joy 10 AM to 11 AM 
 
May 31 - Tour USCG MFPU Bangor at 10:15 AM

June 4 -  Registration Deadline for Monthly Luncheon

June 11 - Monthly Luncheon - Captain Mark VanYe
Chief of Staff Submarine Group 9

June 19-22 Navy League National Convention
Long Beach, California
 
June 25 – Coast Guard Air Station Port Angeles Tour

July 2 -  Registration Deadline for Monthly Luncheon

July 9 - Monthly Luncheon, Speaker TBD

Navy League National Convention 

June 19-22 are the dates for the 2013 Navy League National Convention to be held in 
Long Beach, California. This is the time and place where members from all over the 
world get together to review past decisions and determine the direction for the future.  
New officers are elected and Council members are welcomed. National committees 
come together to conduct on-going business. 

Several special events are held to recognize and honor our military and our Councils. 
More specific information is available in the May and June Seapower magazine. 

June 25 Tour  US Coast Guard Air Station/ Section Field Office Port Angeles. 
This is the oldest  US  Coast Guard station on the West Coast and continues to play a 
vital role in today’s maritime world as well as conducting perilous air rescue missions 
on land and sea. Come meet these great men and women, tour their facilities and hear 
their stories. Contact Byron Faber for more details and to sign up for this tour. Byron 
Faber,  byfaber@centurytel.net

July 11 Tour of US Coast Guard Base Seattle See how the Coast Guard monitors 
and tracks all traffic in the Puget Sound. Learn how a central command is setup to 
address emergencies. Tour the USCG Museum and learn more about the early history. 
Contact Byron Faber for more details and to sign up for this tour. Byron Faber,  
byfaber@centurytel.net

mailto:byfaber@centurytel.net
mailto:byfaber@centurytel.net


Navy League of the United States
Mission Statement and Goals

A civilian organization dedicated to informing the American people and their 

government that the United States of America is a maritime nation and that 

it’s national defense and economic well being are dependent upon strong sea services 

– United States Navy, United States Marine Corps, United States Coast Guard and the 

United States Merchant Marine.

Navy League Goals

1. Educate national leaders and the nation.

2. Support the men and women of the sea services.

3. Provide assistance to the sea service families.

4. Support the youth program.

Address change requested

Bremerton-Olympic Peninsula Council
Navy League of the United States
Post Office Box 5719
Bremerton, WA 98312
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